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60\-Seat Vaudfilmer Pays Up to $2500 
For Name Acts; Grinds 21 Hrs. a Day 











Flint, Mich., Feb. 20. | Miscued ins : Onus—Both Ways Broadway is due for the strongest ; at 

One of the most uaucnel Ral Nets, Striving for Neutrality, showing of comedians of any sea- i + am 
smallest vaudfilmers in the U. S., if| P . . : son within 10 years, to appear in ay. 
not the entire world, is this town’s| | Maidenform Brassiere Co. fre- Don’t Want to Become “ue tes es musicals which are scheduled to ad 
indie Rialto, a 600-seater. With an pg gy 0B cig Ra Football Between GOP) words Fair chairman prefaced |0Pen before or during the early ay. 
issi ‘en Ss . i ’ ¢ ’ : \ ee 
admission top of 40c, house never-| +l which its ad copy in and Democrats During! _ his announcement of ‘American period of the 1940 World's Fair. Last a. 
theless is paying as high as $2,500; ne nd newspaper ds: : : . -| Jubilee’ new revue for the mid- | SPring was enlivened with the pres- ae 
a week for name acts, plus per-| eee Fag te 0 rh aaa Presidential Campaigns — way, with the half-jesting state- | ence of femme stars who provided i 
—— and grinding seven and) adhe tale ie Expect Trouble, Anyhow, | ment, ‘I hope you won't leave the strong boxoffice but this season the g 
eight stage shows a day. loitati f this t hast ate impression that I have become a_ | ™ale comics will come te the fore ok 
Current week, one of the Dead) ag oi pon . — aes Wes) From Some Bureaucrats circus owner, because it might | in force. hE. 
End Kids troupes, including Billy | = at ait aaa mavens i el get back to my bank clients.’ Emerging from two years on the ae 
Halop, Bobby Jordan, Florence Ha- someone raised an eyebrow, nec- Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, who sidelines is Ed Wynn whose last ap- r ee 
lop, Billy's sister, and the Philhar- easitatina . comolete revision of FREQUENT TARGET will co-author the Fair’s musical, | pearance was in ‘Hooray For What’ 4 
monics (4), are in for the $2,500) {rer agle comp cracked back, ‘Well, I wouldn’t | Shed of marital and other worries, h 
oat for a full week, plus a} on a a aie —_* want my friends to get the idea | the comic talks enthusiastically of a i 4 
a ee ‘¥ j that I had turned banker.’ at 
Richies the tact that a eume 00| Show.’ Washington, Feb. 20. / revue that he has started to write. . 


tiny as this can afford stage shows, | 


another unusual feature is the thea- | 


tre’s split-policy. First vaude show 9 
goes on at 9 o’clock in the morning | 
and the last some time before 11 











revising some of their policies. This ; at 
at night, but the house remains open | may bring the broadcasters afoul of | First of the musicals is ‘Higher he 
with straight films until 6 a.m., certain strong-minded bureaucrats |and Higher,’ with Haley, which 
which means a 21-hour operation | who see radio opportunities for Dwight Deere Wiman has in re- Ai; 
daily. There’s a stage, pit band and | themselves as ‘rights’ to be demanded hearsal, slated to arrive on Broadway at 
stagehands all included in the doll’s rather than as ‘privileges’ to be ac- early in April. The return of Jolson ke 
house theatre. | corded them by networks or stations. |to the stage is variously dated and Bi 
When playing big acts, the house | UJ Radio has found itself recently |may hold over until next fall, yet oe 
does not book any supporting turns, | subject to a constant fire of criticism jis likely to come along during the jee 
marquee attractions being set only | from the Republican side, which | summer, ae 
once a month. claims that many of the radio broad- | ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ which will # P 


i In between the ap anaes 

riety shows are booked locally. The ; am 

Dead Enders are the first name turn | Minneapolis, Feb. 20. 
this year. | Fred F, Bays, Democratic state 
a" is booked by Lawrence} chairman of Indiana, is carrying a 
gag Mee William Morris office streamlined vaude show on his cur- 
|rent speaking tour, Vaude portion 





consists of 10 acts and runs around 


sEEKS POLITICAL 
‘SAFETY ZONE’ 











In a determined effort to prevent 


themselves from becoming tt.. victim 
of the Democratic-Republican dog- 
fight in 1940, the radio networks are 


casts inspired by Government agen- 
cies in Washington are not ‘impar- 
tial explanations of statesmanship 
made to the citizenry,’ but angled 
and slanted propaganda in favor of 
the incumbent political party, and 
with an unblinking eye fixed stead- 


(Continued on page 24) 
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NBCS LEGITERS 





System 


Columbia Broadcasting 
plans touring legit shows in 60 one- 
nighters next season, but National 
Broadcasting Co. has already entered 
the legit field through its artists bu- 
reau, thus getting the jump on its 
rival, Ellen Spencer, by arrange- 
ment with Brock Pemberton, will 








Bway Due for Strongest Array 
Of Male Comedians in Musicals 





With Wynn in the running are Al 
Jolson, Jimmy Durante, Joe Cook, 
Jack Haley, W. C. Fields, Ray Bol- 
ger, Victor Moore, William Gaxton, 
Sid Silvers and Bert Wheeler. 


have Durante and Bblger on the top 
(Continued on page 46) 





Condensed Features 
In Practical Usage 
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. le | : gee present Clare Boothe’s ‘Kiss the Boys e 
Great Lester S Billing en hour, but there’s no admission R , F 5 k Ai r neagge: f “| beng hic sama “Artie Hh For Visual Education 
arge. ? ’ ’ 
Puts Bergen’s Name \" This yen for showmanship by allroads quaw ir booking having been made by NBC, 
| z : | with other dates pending. Stage Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 20. K 


is becoming a_ general 


e | politicians 
In Equal Size Type practice in the midwest, several can- 
didates for office now carrying some 





~ . re : ) 
Albany, N. Y., Feb. 20. (Continued on page 46 
ye ine, Great Lester, who comes into 

ally’s Gay Nineties Show Bar Fri- 


day (23) as headliner, is advertised | BRITISH TO MAKE FILM 


as ‘World’s Foremost Ventriloquist | 





dT sie tose ON A C D = tL ek ce : S 6-to-30 minutes to illustrate key sit- 
Serer mae geamet, evéen’| ON ALTMARK INCIDENT) ine tne sat vs- "unos ies tve.tie/ WITH SOME QUALMS sotons i, scat relations Tass 


re newspaper type as Great Les- | 
. 


ae London, Feb. 20. 
_Gay Nineties Bar is changing head- 


! 
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Comics Kidding of Cal. 
Climate Hurting Biz 





San Francisco, Feb. 20. 


Radio comics are _ giving 


California a bad name and the rail- | 


roads are squawking that it’s hurt- 


kidding of the inclement elements is 


out of all to their 
severity. 

NBC is feeling the first effects of 
the railmen’s reprisal, that of dis- 


continuing mention of studio tours 


proportion 


sunny | 


STINKY’ OK’D ON AIR 


play will go on in conjunction with 
a feature film, there being no change 
in admission prices. 
‘Kiss’ will be performed 
(Continued on page 46) 


in ap- 








After several days of cogitation, 
CBS’ lyric scrutinizers last week 
decided to permit the broadcasting of 
‘Stinky.’ Even though Edgar Ber- 





gen’s Charlie McCarthy often refers | 


| tions for changing the attitude. 


Rochester high schools are using 
condensed versions of feature films 
in social science classes. Board of 
Education has contracted for 10 pic- 
tures, including ‘Four Daughters,’ 
‘Captains Courageous’ and ‘If I Had 


| a Million.’ 


Films are edited down to from 


| when teacher overheard pupils dis- 


cussing character in ‘Four Daugh- 
ters’ who believed he had been born 
to fail. Kids were offering sugges- 
So 
teacher decided this could be used to 


increase class interest in variety of 


% 

| 
such problems, ; 

t 

5 























| RADIO BOXOFFICE REPORTS | 








Oe MEIS.. Wee 


ine turns weekl uae Belen. | Rescue of British sailors from the 
Tose, grandaughter of isotee Prim: |German boat Altmark is to be made 
Tose, of Primrose & West Minstrels, | into a propaganda feature picture by 
‘Sa dancer in current floor show. | a British producer at the suggestion | in the tourist folders. Claim is made | to a pal by that name in his Chase | 
of the Ministry of Information. Ad- that Bob Hope’s exaggeration of cold | & Sanborn programs (NBC-red), the 
Kalt b L miralty officials and Commander B. weather and Charlie McCarthy | acceptance staff at Columbia was_ 
ActenDOrn, ong On T. Turner, who led the boarding | harping on his galoshes make out aj}leery about listener reaction to a = 
ret. party from the destroyer Cossack, | bad case for California’s climate and | song which had been inspired by this Europe S Circuses OK 
CBS Shiftin t NBC: will cooperate in reconstructing the! resultantly rail travel from the east | self-same frequent mention. 
9 g 0 ° ° ° £ . ° ° e o t a ho, 
scene, it is reported. and midwest is hard hit. Travelers; Besides the title itself there is a Des it W —N th > 
; The scuttling of the Graf Spee is | figure they’re just as well off where | line in the lyric which caused the Pp e ar or a 
Mons ¥ Chicago, Feb. 20. also being produced, by General | they are if the Coast is storm-tossed, | hesitation. The thought conveyed by i 
ciation on Kaltenborn’s long asso- Film Distributors, for propaganda | which it hasn’t been. At least not|that line is that the subject of the War hasn’t stopped European cir- 
enitin =— the Columbia Broad- purposes. It will be called ‘For | the way the funny fellows would |song need never worry about being cus biz, according to John Ringling 
probabl ystem is about to terminate, Freedom.’ have you believe. lost by his pals. | North, head of Ringling Bros.-Bar- 
to NBO. this week, He will move | num & Bailey, who arrived in New 
sustains for a combination sponsor- York Thursday (15) after a trip 
Gat. ng deal to cover the whole ,through France, Belgium, Switzer- 
y. land, Spain, Portugal and Italy in " 
A representative of the Leo Bur- search of costumes and talent. ag 








Nett agency is leavin ‘ 25 ‘All tt i ; ' laying,’ 
s g today (Tues- oan y the circuses are playing, d 

a for New York to close deal. It NEW THIS WEEK PAGE 20 North said. ‘Their only trouble is in ; 

8 believed the client is Pure Oil. | = si _ _ si — _— — —_ - i (Continued on page 46) nas 
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Willie Bioff Extradited to Chicago 
To Stand Trial on Old Pandering 


Charge; Coast IA Parleys Stall 





By ARTHUR UNGAR 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Willie Bioff planed to Chicago 
Monday night (19) to surrender to 
puthorities there and put up his fight 
against serving out the six months 
prison sentence he owes the town on 
an old pandering conviction back in 
1922. 

Earlier in the day he indicated he 
would take flight to the city of his 
‘youthful indiscretion’ when he hur- 
ried into Federal court for permis- 
sion from Judge Ralph Jenney to 
Jeave the jurisdiction. Granting of 
leave protects the $5,000 bond posted 
by Bioff on the indictment charging 
him with an $85,000 U. S. income 
tax evasion, and for which trial is 
set on May 28. 

Some speculation is abroad as to 
whether the Chicago labor leader 
copped a march on Detective Lieu- 
tenant Charles Egan who has been 
here for a week to take Bioff back 
tc Chicago. Understood he wanted 
to be spared the humility of being 
returned in irons as Egan said the 
bracelets would be used. Reported 
Egan boarded the plane just ahead 
of Bioff after they had planned to 


meet at the airport and go out to- 
However, it is believed Bi- | 


gether. 
off will surrender voluntarily. 
Decision to give up the fight was 
reached early Monday night when 
the convicted panderer was told 
that the best he could hope for was 
few days’ delay. He also feared 
balking might prejudice any chance 


he has of softening the Chicago rap. | 


During the afternoon Bioff’s at- 
torneys insisted he would be sur- 
rendered in Superior court and in- 
timated an application would be filed 
for a writ of habeas corpus. Failing 


there, they said, ruling would be | 


asked by the Appellate court and 
possibly the State Supreme court. 
Advisors of the labor leader said 
every legal trick would be used to 
delay his removal indefinitely. 
No Union Maneuvers 
Earlier in the day, Bioff’s head- 
quarters are said to have tried to 
force several labor leaders to let go 
a blast against Gov. Culbert Olson 
for signing the extradition papers. 





| ‘Daily Variety’s’ Campaign 


The N. Y. Mirror's editorial 
page, on Monday (19), carried 
this comment on Willie Bioff: 

‘DaiLy Variety, a tabloid-tab- 
loid of the Hollywood trade, made 
| an amazing campaign against 
| him [Bioff] that pre-dated and 
| post-dated Westbrook Pegler’s 

exposes, 
| ‘Los Angeles newspapermen 
| have recommended that DAILy 
| Variety be given the Pulitzer 


| 
| Prize for its work.’ 


Bioff Resigns 
As Chairman of 
Studio Unions 


Chicago, Feb. 20. 
Willie Bioff, convicted panderer, 
arrived here by plane this (Tues.) | 
noon and was taken into custody 
immediately to Bridewell where he 























| Mayer’s Legion Citation 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
American Legion presented Louis 
B. Mayer with a special citation in 
recognition of his activities in pro- 
moting Americanism. 
Presentation was preceded by a 
parade of 100 Southern California 





Legion units and followed by & 
patriotic two-reeler, ‘The Flag 
Speaks.’ 





Dreiser’s Biog of His 
Brother, Paul Dresser, 
Offered for Filmization 


Biography of his brother, Paul 
Dresser, is being offered film com- 
panies by Theodore Dreiser. Dres- 
ser wrote ‘My Gal Sal,’ ‘On the 
Banks of the Wabash’ and hundreds 
of other pop tunes. He died about 
20 years ago. The difference in sur- 
names is accountable since the song- 
writer had changed his. 

Dreiser’s biog, titled ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
was prepared in collaboration with 
his wife, Helen Richardson Dreiser. 
Paul-Pioneer Music Co, and E. B. 
Marks Music, which own equal 
shares of ‘Sal,’ will attempt to revive 
the tune, while April 3, the 83rd 
anniversary of Dresser’s birth, is 
expected to be set by the State of 
Indiana as a special day in his honor. 
He was a native of Terre Haute. 
‘Banks of the Wabash’ is Indiana's 
State song. 

All the promotion effort to honor 
Dresser is being expended by 
Dreiser. 
brother’s junior. 











was fingerprinted. Later in the aft- 
, ernoon his attorneys filed a writ of 
habeas corpus and he was released | 
in $5,000 bond until Friday (23). | 
Bioff made no statements of any 
kind but when he entered Bridewell 
| he sniffed and cracked something 
| about society demanding its ‘pound | 


of flesh.’ | 
He also, for the first time, men- | 
tioned Harry Bridges (the CIO labor | 
leader) as being partly responsible 
for his extradition along’ with 
‘moneyed interests on the Coast.’ 
The Hollywood labor leader of 
| some 30,000 film workers told news- 
papermen, drawing a paper from his 
pocket, “I’ve just sent this telegram 
to Joe Touhy (secretary of the AFL 
| Studio Conference Union) as fol- 
lows: ‘In view of the fact that Gov. 


| 


{ 


Others were requested to petition’ Culbert Olson has seen fit to extra- 
the Governor for 90-day stay but it! dite me to the State of Illinois in the 
was pointed: out to Bioff that the! midst of negotiations that are vital 
matter was no longer in the Gov-| to all of you, I regret very much 
ernor’s hands since he honored the| that I find it necessary to resign as 
requisition and issued warrant for! chairman of the conference of studio 
extradition. | unions.’ ” 

Wage negotiations between pro- | Bioff said he’d have returned to 
ducers and studio unions probably | Chicago ‘long ago’ if the Hollywood 


HAL WALLIS’ PRODUCT 
HUDDLES WHILE EAST 


While Hal Wallis, Warner associate 
executive in charge of production, is 





| in the east, conferences will be held 


concerning the remainder of this 
year’s (1939-40) product as well as 
plans for 1940-41. 

Wallis declared on his arrival in 
New York that the company would 
probably release 48 pix next season, 
same as this, which is a reduction of 
four from 1938-39. 

Reaching New York Monday aft- 
ernoon (19),.Wallis is huddling with 
Major Albert Warner, Grad Sears, 
Carl Leserman, Charlie. Ejinfeld, 
Mort Blumenstock and others. Roy 
Haines and Ben Kalmenson, division 
| sales managers, are both away and 
|may not return to the h.o. before 





| Wallis goes west. 
| Einfeld postponed his return to 
Hollywood but plans shoving off the 


lend of this week. Wallis will re- 


Novelist is 15 years his |- 


Wednesday, February 21, 1919 








LaGuardia Annoyed at the Banks 
And Other Hurdles Crimping His 
Hopes for Film Production in N.Y. 





Miscue 





Two physical sciences—physics 
and anatomy—were interlocked 
for a moment that produced 
startling consequences last week 
at the A. A. Adams Paramount 
theatre, Newark, N. J. An over- 
tone from the fundamental elec- 
trical frequency operating from 
a local police station, finding its 
way into the theatre’s public 
address system at an opening- 
day show (Friday), caused the 
disturbance, 

‘Emergency Signal 101. Atten- 
tion all cars’ was the police call 
that came through the mike just 
as Bronya, stripper with the 
‘Comedie Francaise’ unit, pre- 
pared to toss aside her veil. 


Winkler, Piazza 
New RKOStudio 


Talent Execs 











Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Danny Winkler, who recently re- 
signed from the Myron Selznick 
agency, moves into RKO as assistant 
to George J. Schaefer. He takes 
the post vacatea by Joe Nolan’s pro- 
motion to v.p. in charge of the stu- 
dio. Among Winkler’s duties will 
be handling player, director and 
writer commitments. 

Ben Piazza moved 
executive 
department, with supervision over 
contract players and casting, al- 
though Robert Palmer retains 
job as casting director. 

Piazza was formerly casting di- 
rector at Metro, talent exec at Para- 
mount and vice prez of 
Pictures Corp. 








main east longer, also seeing new | 


(Continued on page 14) 





L.A. TO N.Y. 


Susanne Brewster. 
Wally Butterworth, 
Pat Casey. 
Frances Farmer. 
Lynn Farnol. 
Charles Friedman. 
Hy Gardner. 
Mildred Gilman. 
E. Ray Goetz. 
Richard Hayden. 
Bil] Henry. 

Parks Johnson. 
Jack Kirkland. 
Harold Lipstein. 
Gregory La Cava. 
Haven MacQuarrie. 
Liewellyn Miller. 
Kay Mulvey. 
Joseph Mankiewicz. 
Alan Napier. 

Sam Nathanson. 
Stanley Ridges. 
Flora Robson. 
James Roosevelt. 
George J. Schaefer. 
Si Seadler. 

W. G. Van Schmus. 
George B. Seitz. 
Harlan Thompson. 
Nate Tufts. 

Tom Walker. 

Hal B. Wallis. 

Ern Westmore. 
Arthur Willi. 

Cliff Work. 





N. Y. TO L.A. 


Monty Banks. 

June Duprez. 
Dorothy Fay. 

Gracie Fields. 

Bill Lewis. 

Milton Lazarus, 
James Mulvey. 
Edward G. Robinson. 
Robert Ross, 


studio wage parleys hadn’t held him 


Broadway shows. 





on the Coast. | 

In arguing for his release on the | 
| habeas corpus writ, attorneys Abe! 
;}and Harold Marovitz appeared be- | 
| fore Judge Prystalski with the argu- 
|ment that the State had, in effect, 


Albert ‘Animal’ Lead 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


role in ‘The Male Animal,’ recently 
| purchased by Warners for $150,000. 
abandoned its prosecution of Bioff Under the contract, shooting will not 
| by letting sentence lapse, particu- | start until the stage play finishes its 
|larly in view of the fact that he Broadway oe ; 

| had been in actual custody of the | Hal Wallis is now in New York 
| State in 1932 and the old sentence | conferring with the co-authors, El- 
|had not been mentioned. Judge | liott Nugent and James Thurber. 

| Prystalski asked the State of Illinois, | 

through asst. state’s attorney James Balaban Back the Ist 
Cunningham, to reply, but Cunning- 
ham stated he would do so on Fri- 








Barney Balaban returns to New 


York around March I, after spending | 


REPUBLIC QUARTERLY 


. 


into RKO as_| 
in charge of the talent 


his. 


Major 





Convinced that they are Victims 
of a squeeze play between the banks 
and the major producers in their ef. 
forts to bring part of Holl; wood’s 
film production to New York, Mayor 
F, H. LaGuardia, Clendenin J. Ryan 
Jr., who is directing the campaign, 
and union leaders are preparing 
drastic action to put the spotlight on 
the responsible parties. 

Confab was held Monday (19) in 
the mayor's office and further talks 
are slated for this week. With every 
effort stymied and delayed, hizzoner 
is quoted as ‘really fighting mad 
now.’ He and his advisers feel the 
time has come to stop the empty 
prophecies that large-scale produc. 
tion will start next week or next 
month—and put the finger on those 
who are preventing it. 

Optimistic platitudes handed out 
by the mayor and Ryan, it is agreed, 
are wearing thin. Long-received in 
the trade with a smirk, the state 
ments are now being taken by the 
general public in the same way. Un- 
less something happens, and quick, 
those back of the plan to stimulate 
eastern production are going to look 
very foolish, it is said. 

Plan now being mulled is to set 

up an independent revolving produc. 
tion fund to eliminate the necessity 
| of prospective producers going to the 
|banks. Banks are making terms that 
|are tough to meet, with result that 
| distribs, through whom release is ar- 
/ ranged, refuse to accept them. This 
|is followed by a passing of the buck 
| back and forth between banks and 
| the distribs, and it becomes uncer- 
tain who is responsible for the hitch. 
Would-be producer is inevitably in 
'the middle, however, and_ finally 
winds up either shifting to Holly- 
, wood or forgetting the whole idea. 


Freer Financing 

With funds provided from a pri- 
vate source, which the Mayor is at- 
tempting to arrange, the banks will 
be out of the picture. Distribs will 
then be given virtually every de- 
mand @ thin reason and if they still 
find points on which to quibble, La- 
Guardia believes he will have a 
| clear-cut case against them and can 
| nail them to the mast of public opin- 
ion. 
| Latest to fall to the banks-to-dis- 
tribs buck passing is Marion Gering, 





PRODUCTION SCHEDULE ces tnat®wes ant but signed—to 





| Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Republic production is to be put 
lon a quarterly schedule it was an- 
|nounced yesterday (Monday) at a 
sales meet attended by franchise 
| distributors from far western terri- 





Eddie Albert is slated for the star | tories. 


As a followup to James R. Grain- 
|ger’s plan to hold sales meetings 
|every 12 weeks, studio has decided 
| better results are obtainable over a 
'short period than by laying out the 
jfull year’s schedule in advance. 
|Grainger told the franchise-holders 
| the new plan allows for closer con- 
| tact with exhibitors and first-hand 
| information on how certain types of 
|pictures are faring at the b.o. 

Herbert J. Yates, board chairman, 
also talked product with the ex- 
change men. 





| day. Cunningham asked that bond | more than a month in Florida waters | 
| be set at $10,000; Bioff’s counsel | 5, stanton Griffis’ yacht. He had 
| pleaded for $2,500, and the com- ts ; 


| Promise $5,000 was ruled. | this week. 


- | Griffis states he will probably go 
| Bischoff’s Col. Starter to Florida on Balaban’s return. 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. | 
Sam Bischoff checked in at Col- | SHORTS BIG B.0. IN DALLAS 
Dallas, Feb. 20. 


|umbia yesterday (Mon.) to start his | 

| new producer contract. | Recent experiments with nabe 
} First production is ‘Singapore,’ ac- | houses which included all-short bills 
ition drama. |and vaude, both of which rang the 
| First assignment for B. P. Schul- | bell in appreciable manner, resulted 
| berg at Col is to produce the late | Tuesday (20) in 11-unit short bill at 
| Sidney Howard's stage play ‘Ode to | Forest (Interstate). 

| Liberty.’ | Others may follow. 


| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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been expected back at the end of | 


Color at Black-White 


Price Level in 3 Years 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Production costs of color pictures 
will be almost down to. the level of 
black-and-white within three years. 
Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus told 1,000 


National Association of Manufac- 
turers at their annual dinner. 

Kalmus was handed the Modern 
Pioneer award. 





WB’s Big Tax Claim 


Washington, Feb. 20. 


Heavy-sugar return from U. S. Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue demanded 


income tax-bite. 


of Tax Appeals rédetermine claimed 





income tax deficiences in the amount 
of $313,908. 


Grievance involved the 
slug put on the company for the year 
1935. 


Southern California members of the | 


last week by Warner Bros. Pictures, | 
Inc., for alleged discrepancies in an 


Studio requested that the Board | 


Gering left 
Columbia 
but they 


produce in New York. 
last week for the Coast. 
will release his pictures, 
will be produced west. 

Gering had adequate backing for 
his share of the production costs of 
his first picture, but the bank loan 
got him. Film was budgeted at $260,- 
000, of which the Irving Trust Co., 
N. Y., was to put up $130,000. All 
was arranged and then the bank 
made two demands: 

1. An unconditional 
guarantee by Columbia. 

2. That it receive its $130,000 back 
starting with the first dollar of in- 
come and before anyone else got a 
cent. 
| As for the completion guarantee, 
Gering had already placed in escrow 
the usual 10%. This wasn’t deemed 
enough, however, by the Irving and 
when Col refused an unconditional 
guarantee plans fell through on that 
point. Col and other companies. in 
the past have made such guaran- 
tees, but only when the production 
is on their own lot and with a rep 
present to insure that the costs wont 
shoot skyhigh. 


SAILINGS. 


| Feb. 24 (Genoa to New York), John 
Justin (Washington). 


completion 





Feb. 17 (New ‘ork to Genoa), 
|Walter Lippmann, Edmund Allen 
| Russell, Everett R. Holles, Doris 


| Fleeson (Rex). 

Feb. 16 (New Yor: to Puerto Ca- 
| bello), Melville F. Ferguson (Santa 
Rosa). 
| Feb. 15 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
|Jay Irving, George Brent, Henry 
'O’Neill, Mr. and Mrs, Arthur Church, 
M. .and Mrs. Charles W. Myers (Lur- 
line). 





ARRIVALS 


Gracie Fields, Alexander Korda, 
| Monty Banks, June Duprez, William 
| Hillman, Reginald Denham, John 
Ringling North, E. K. Jett, Georges 
/Cathelap, Armand Denis, Leila 


| Roosevelt (Mrs, Denis). 
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CLIP ADMISH, S 


Dies’ Return to DC. Spotlights Anew 
His Broad Charges Against Hwood 








Washington, Feb. 20. 

Threat to lift the lid on subver- 
sive groups in Hollywood and im- 
plied warning that film producers 
will find themselves in an embar- 
rassing position last week marked 
revival of interest in the House probe 
of un-Americanism steered by Rep- 
resentative Martin Dies of Texas. As 
he has been writing in Liberty mag- 
azine, the Texan feels the picture 
center is a hotbed of ‘isms’ which 
must be exhibited to the entire coun- 
ry. 
. oe he will insist on spot- 
lighting the film colony without de- 
lay, Dies said on his return to the 
Capital Thursday (15) that produ- 


‘cers, in some unexplained fashion, 


have obtained a secret report by 
committee sleuths on conditions in 
Hollywood. Later, under question- 
ing by newspaper reporters, he con- 
fesed there is nothing more than cir- 
cumstantial evidence to back up his 
suspicion. 

The accusation was based on the 
fact—said to be entirely coincidental 
by film industry figures—that the 
Yorty committee of the California 
legislature has called as witnesses on 
Communism a number of individuals 
who were quizzed or tagged for ex- 
amination by the Dies sleuths. The 
House committee chairman believes 
this circumstance means the docu- 
ment—supposed to be confidential 
with his committee colleagues—has 
been slipped out to producer repre- 
sentatives. 

Political Showmanship 

Dies, in promising to ‘expose 
Hollywood,’ used a well-known po- 
litical device of trying to stall off 
criticism before it has been voiced. 
He complained that film companies 
have ‘one of the best-organized cam- 
paigns’ yet encountered trying to 
cast ridicule on his group. High- 
powered publicity and political in- 
fluence are being used, he declared, 
in an attempt to head off embarrass- 

(Continued on page 4) 


SEE $4,000,000 
PAR PROFIT, 
SAME AS °38 


Paramount earnings statement for 
1939, due in about a month, is ex- 
pected to show $1 to $1.25 on the 
common, according to forecast in 
Wall Street financial circles. This 
would give the company virtually 
the same net profit as in 1938, or 
around $4,000,000. 

Earnings in Par affiliated theatres 
have held up well, making a smaller 
percentage decline in gross revenues 
during the first months of the Eu- 
ropean war when foreign income was 
badly hit. Paramount showed $2,- 
700,000 in the first nine months last 
year and would have to come through 
with $1,300,000 in the final quarter to 
hit the figure expected in downtown 
district. 

Preliminary figures on income for 
1939 may be revealed when the Par 
board meets Feb. 29. 


Joe Nolan RKO V.P. 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Joseph J. Nolan, executive assist- 
ant to George J. Schaefer for six 














WALLACE, JONES TEAM 
ON THREE FOR ROACH 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Richard Wallace and Grover Jones 
signed with Hal Roach as a director- 
writer cmbination for three pictures. 


First is ‘Captain Caution,’ to be 
produced as part of Roach’s contri- 
bution to the 1939-40 releasing pro- 
gram for United Artists. Other two 
will be part of the 1940-41 quota. 








Hays Back East 


Will Hays returned to New York 
from the Coast on Monday (19) after 
about two weeks spent in Hollywood. 


Details connected with the forth- 
coming annual meeting of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Distri- 
butors Assn. March 25 will occupy 
his attention during the next few 
weeks. 
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WOULD TAP NEW 
REVENUE SOURCE 


Secretary of Labor Tells 
James Roosevelt and Man- 
nix That Lower Tariff 
Would Bring in More Pa- 
trons — Advanced Prices 
Drive ’Em Away 


DISCUSS ALIENS 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Lower ir:stead of higher admission 
prices mean more business for the 
motion picture industry, in the opin- 
ion of Frances Perkins, Secretary of 
Labor, expressed at a luncheon with 
Eddie Mannix and James Roosevelt 
at the Metro studio. 

Disagreeing with Mannix, who 
pointed out the success of ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ as an argument for 


(Continued on page 18) 





RKO’s Important Script Buys For 
Its Name Talent Cues Edington 
And Schaefer's Co. Plans for “40-41 





PASCAL NEVER KNEW 
TILL HE READ ‘VARIETY’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Gabriel Pascal never knew about 
the $46,000 default judgment against 
him in California until he read about 
it in Vartery in London. That was 
the producer’s plea in a motion to 
set aside the verdict, granted while 
he was in England, to Miguel Con- 
treras Torres, Mexican film maker. 
Torres had sued Pascal, charging 
breach of contract for the joint pro- 
duction of ‘Juarez and Maximilian’ 
in Italian and German. Plaintiff had 
previously made the picture in 
Spanish and declared he had spent 
$46,000 in preparation for the two 
other versions. Pascal cabled his 
Los Angeles attorneys to ask for re- 

opening of the suit. : 














years, was upped to v.p. in charge | 
of the RKO studios here. 
_ Under the new setup, Harry Ed-| 
ington will function as executive pro- 
page on upper bracket pictures and 
€e Marcus on the balance of the 
— both under Nolan’s supervi- 
RKO gave Sid Rogell new two- 
year contract as studio manz%er. It 
ht the first official act by Nolan in 
aking over executive charge of the | 
plant. Rogell has held the post for | 
two years, 





AN OSCAR 


FOR DIES! 





There should be an added Oscar in the 
awards by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences this month, and it should be given 
to Representative Martin Dies, of Texas, chair- 
man of the House committee on un-American 
activities. The classification should read: ‘For 

3est Original Melodrama by a Non-Profes- 
sional.’ 


In successive articles in Liberty, under the 
headings of ‘The Reds in Hollywood’ and ‘Is 
Communism Invading the Movies?’ the states- 
man shadow-boxes with the idea that the 
motion picture industry, unknowing and naive, 
is harboring vicious propagandists whose sub- 
versive manipulations are tainting the screen, 
and therefore the minds of the American 
public. And as a topper to his ‘sensational dis- 
closures,’ he further alleges in a statement 
from Washington within the past week that 
certain producers (unnamed) have come into 
unauthorized possession of a report by com- 
mittee investigators, who have made inquiries 
in California. 


‘There will be every effort to discredit the 
committee by the familiar methods of ridicule 
and slander,’ Dies declares, adding that he 
understands Hollywood is about to produce a 
film satirizing the committee. 


In a business which puts a high value on a 
vivid imagination, Dies qualifies in the field of 
fantasy. For instance, he sums up his im- 
pressions of Hollywood after a short trip to the 
Coast in May, 1938 (nearly two years ago), as 
follows: 

‘From what I saw and learned while in 
I.os Angeles and from a mass of verbal 
and documentary evidence, I reached the 
conclusion that at least 42 or 43 prominent 
members of the Hollywood film colony 
either were full-fledged members of the 
Communist Party or active sympathizers, 
and fellow travelers, and that Hollywood 
contributed large sums of money to the 
Communist Party. I was also convinced 
that Communist influence was responsible 
for the subtle but very effective propa- 
ganda which appeared in such films as 
‘Tuarez,’ ‘Blockade’ and ‘Fury.’ It was also 
clear to me that the producers were com- 
pletely deceived by Communist claims that 
Russia was a liberal and democratic coun- 
try and served as a bulwark against the 
spread of Fascism and anti-Semitism. [| 
also concluded that no cooperation could 
be expected from the management in ex- 
posing the Communist Party in Holly- 
wood because large sums of money are 
tied up in publicity build-up of some of 


these writers and actors who are Com- 
munist Party members. 

‘I knew from reliable sources the names 
of some of the actors and screen writers 
who belonged to the Communist Party or 
followed the. Communist line or con- 
tributed to Communist organizations. This 
information has lately been corroborated 
by the sworn statements of former of- 
ficials of the Communist Party of Los 
Angeles who sat in Party meetings with 
these actors and screen writers and who 
collected dues and contributions from 
them. 

‘While I have no doubt about this in my 
own mind, I realized the difficulty of prov- 
ing it to the satisfaction of the country....’ 


There is a lot more of it along similar lines. 
Everything except facts. 


Picture business has endured some rough 
tossing around by its enemies and publicity 
seekers who understand the magic lure of the 
name of Hollywood and the ease with which 
any mention of it can get their names in the 
newspapers. Tilms have been attacked, booted 
about and libeled for years. One more poke 
will be absorbed, and in time forgotten. 


There is just this point of difference, how- 
ever, between the usual type of jealous squawk 
and the kind of jolt which Dies is handing out 
in sweeping statements and generalities. He is 
indicting a whole industry, and when he writes 
about ‘subversive activities’ he is including all 
branches and not limiting his accusations 
against an insignificant few. 

On its record for patriotic service and ac- 
countability to the public, the film industry 
does not have to make any excuses, apologies 
or explanations. The motion picture theatre 
occupies a useful place and performs a con- 
structive function in every community where it 
operates. 





If there is one note of helpful criticism in the 
issues raised by Dies it is that the picture busi- 
ness may be remiss in its duty to itself, too 
prone to take jabs from any source without 
cracking down on its maligners, 

Whatever his status as statesman, Dies is a 
third-rate magazine writer which makes it 
difficult for the reader to understand exactly 
what he is beefing about. Innuendoes and im- 
plications are the tools of irresponsibles. 





Until he is willing to step out into the open 
with facts, not fancies, his charges must be 
judged as unwarranted and untrue. 





Determination of RKO to forge 
into a predominant position among 
its fellow-majors in 1940-41, follow- 
ing its release less than a month ago 
from seven years in the bankruptcy 
courts, was vigorously evidenced 
during the past week in preparation 
of the company’s program for the 
coming season. 

With Harry Edington, newly- 
appointed studio chief, and prexy 
George J. Schaefer, providing the 
drive, RKO hung up what is be- 
lieved to be an all-time high for im- 
portant story purchases, both in 
number and amount of money spent 
in any seven-day period. In addi- 
tion it signed Carole Lombard for 
three pictures and entered into ne- 
gotiation for the services, in one, two 
or three pictures each, of a list of 
stars which Edington has informed 
subordinate executives in a confi- 
dential memo will ‘blow your bon- 
nets off’. 

In a month replete with expensive 
story buys, as all companies push to 
line up next season’s wares, the RKO 
expenditures stand out as something 
unique in the memory of scenario 
heads and agents both in New York 
and on the Coast. Included in a 
$390,000 payoff to which the com- 
pany committed itself are two top- 
grade Broadway legiters, four nov- 
els, a big biography and two high- 
priced originals. 

Topping the list is $100,000 for ‘Too 
Many Girls,’ musical hit which is 
currently in its 17th stanza on Broad- 
way without once having dipped be- 
low a $25,000-a-week gross. Pro- 
duced by George Abbott in collab- 
oration with Warner Bros., the con- 
tract calls for Abbott to supervise 
the picture version. 

Other legiter bought is a compara- 
tive newcomer, ‘Two on An Island,’ 
now in its fourth week. RKO paid 
$50,000 for it. It was written by 
Elmer Rice and produced by the 
Playwrights Co. Grosses are only 
mild, but consistent, and the play is 
rated to hold until about June. 

$60,000 for Original 

An original story brought the sec- 
ond highest price, $60,000. It is titled 
‘Mr. and Mrs.’ and written by Nor- 
man Krasna. Miss Lombard will star 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Gov't Examinations 


So Far Elicit Nothing Startlingly 


New: Pre-Trial Quiz Continues 


of Film Execs 





Despite several weeks of gath- 
ering testimony from major 
company officials, the Depart- 
ment ef Justice has as yet not 
received any information, or dis- 
closed any facts, which would 
tend te aid the Government 
prosecution ef its anti-trust ac- 
tion. A good deal of the an- 
swers are informative in a 
general way, but no facts have 
been revealed to date which are 
not general knowledge through- 
out the film world, and all part 
of a day’s or year’s work to any- 
one but a layman. 

The Government may have 
some specific reason for wasting 
its time, and that of the de- 
fendants’ executives in conduct- 
ing these examinations, but it is 
hard te find an ulterior motive 
in the questioning to date. 

Cliff Work, v.p. and general man- 
ager in charge of production and 
the studio of Universal Pictures, Inc., 
was examined before trial in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) in con- 
nection with the Government’s trust 
action. As heretofore, Robert L. 
Wright, special assistant to the at- 
torney general, conducted the ex- 
amination for the U.S. 

Work’s examination, while not as 
lengthy as some of his predecessors, 
covered more ground and was far 
more explicit. It is probable that 
Wright received more information 
from this one witness than from any 
two before. The examination was 
conducted in an informal atmos- 
phere, and Work interposed many 
wisecracks. 

The executive declared that he 
first entered the theatrical field in 
1905, when he joined the Orpheum 
Circuit. His first association with 
a major company was in 1916, 
when he handled a road show of 
‘20,000 Leagues Under the Sea’ for 
Universal. : 

After that until May, 1938, he was 
in various official capacities with 
Orpheum, and in May, he joined 
Universal in his present capacity. 


(24) and the balance of them by 
March 1. 

The first 24 queries, dealing with 
organization setup, financial struc- 
ture, and methods of business are 
not likely to help the Government 
very much, A great many of the 
facts listed were already known. - 
Those that were not so well known 
are as follows: 

United Artists—This company was 
the only major not to stop at ques- 
tion number 24, but answered the 
entire group. UA declares it was 
incorporated in 1919, has 26 ex- 
changes, five directors and nine of- 
ficers. Total stock outstanding 20,- 
000 shares, with authorized issue be- 
ing 32,000. 

The stock is divided with 4,000 
shares belonging to Mary Pickford, 
Elton Corp. (Douglas Fairbanks), 
Charles Chaplin, Samuel Goldwyn 
and Alexander Korda. 

UA’s gross income derived exclu- 
sively from distribution in 1935 was 
$10,554,521; in 1936, $9,707,990; 1937, 
$12,909,149; and in 1938, $11,746,988. 

UA refused to divulge its net 
earnings or losses for these years, 
declaring that it is a private corpo- 
ration, and these figures are wholly 
confidential. 

The only company outside of UA 
in which the major owns an interest 
is Walter Wanger Productions. UA 
owns 12,500 shares of the 15,000 
outstanding of the $6 cummulative 
preferred stock, none of the Class A 
of which there are 1,200 shares, and 
all of the class B of which there are 
1,200. 

List Grosses of 20 Pix 

Questions number 25-39 are then 
omitted as they deal with produc- 





tion, and UA is not a producer. Some 
20 features made in 1936 are then 
listed with the casts and producers. 

Lastly UA lists 19 features dis- 
tributed in the 1936 season with the 
number of showings, and total film 
rental in the U.S. They are: 





Then. followed a protracted and 
interesting discussion of this sea- 
son’s product. 

What’s an A? 
Asked what determines a double- 


A from an A, Work scratched his | 
head, and declared, ‘Well, that’s been | 


a question for years.’ 

He explained that Universal had 
a pretty good idea of what a picture 
will return in gross before it is made. 
It is not the cost that determines a 
top bracket film, he said, because 


many pictures are planned at a dou- | 


ble-A cost and wind up A-minus. 
The films that are A’s would have 
lesser stars than the double-A’s. The 
idea pictures are made on the 
strength of the idea back of them, as 
are the exploitation pictures. 


Universal also lends anything that 
is connected with pictures, such as 
standing sets, in which they have a | 


$5,000,000 investment, cameras, direc- 
tors, etc. To borrow a street from 
the company, the charge is $1,000 a 
day, and the street is loaned to any- 
one with the $1,000. Universal has 
only one producer, Joe Pasternak, 
and one director, Henry Koster, un- 
der contract. 

When the examination shifted to 
production, Work declared that cost 
does not determine an ‘A’ as ‘Little 
Tough Guy’s’ was the company’s 
best, grossing seven times its nega- 
tive cost. Others have failed to re- 
turn half the negative cost. 

Work refused to answer the ques- 
tion as to whether a producer should 
own theatres. 

It was decided that RKO, sched- 
uled to go on tomorrow, will be in- 
definitely postponed as Ned E. De- 
pinet is unavailable, and William 
Mallard’s father-in-law is dying. 

The examinations were put over 
to March 4 at which time Neil F. 
Agnew and Barney Balaban of Para- 
mount will testify. Other Paramount 
officials to testify that week will be 


Y. Frank Freeman, and Adolph Zu- | 


kor. In the interim Wright will at- 
tempt to secure information from the 
home offices by examining records, | 
to shorten the time and testimony 
he wants. 

Answers to the first 24 interroga- 
tories filed by the Department of 
Justice on the major film companies 
were filed Friday (16), Saturday (17) 
and Monday (19) in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court. The majors will answer 
queries number 25-40 by Saturday 





Exhibi- 

Feature tions Gross 
Last of the Mohicans..... 10,016 $694,718 
PIUROEUR | Sincccd cecsseesee 8,730 938,441 
Come and Get It. .cccccce 9,306 837,823 
POE. cs cc cctebeuaees 8,598 535,761 
Garden of Allah.....e..- ece 8,635 870,502 
VPREAONGE ices 6ccceseeccs 5,708 =. 42,256 
| Peloved Enemy...ccccccece 8,056 692,338 
| ACCUSEd ......ceseceeccece 4,958 112,042 
| Men Are Not Gods........ 5,012 190,868 
You Only Live Once...... 8,866 516,967 

Man Who Could Work 
DERPINS 564 055s0o0ee6ee ,7638 148,800 
Fire Over England........ 2,886 107,466 
llistory Is Made at Night. 8,926 743,925 
| BiepRant BaPsscccccccecseds 7,448 237,895 
‘Star IG Beis. cccsccsccens 10,807 1,374,348 
| Love From a Stranger.... 3,437 104,767 
Woman Chases Man...... 8,158 548,253 
| DROAmMiIng LipB..iisvccsces 4,025 88,497 
| Thiet Meets Thief........ 4,391 95,068 


Columbia Pictures answered ques- 
jtions 1-24 except numbers 6 and 14 
| which they deemed confidential, and 
| will answer separately. These deal 
| with the gross incomes from 1935-38 
jand the total amount of current 
loans, names of creditors owed $10,- 
000 or more, dates and terms of the 
loans. 

Columbia was incorporated Jan. 
| 10, 1924, has 31 exchanges, 10 officers 
and seven directors. The stock is 
$2.75 convertible preferred with 75,- 
060 shares authorized and outstand- 
ing, and 1,000,000 common with 367,- 
161 outstanding. 
| The rights of the stock, dividends, 
| voting, liquidation, preemptive, sub- 
| scription, conversion and redemp- 
| tion are listed. The total fixed in- 
| debtedness is $1,250,000 plus inter- 

est; 25 common stockholders, 22 vot- 
| ing trust, and 20 preferred stock- 

holders are listed. The answers to 
questions 9-13, 15-18, 20-24 are none. 
These deal with companies Columbia 
| has a financial interest in, or which 
| have interests in Columbia. 

L. B. Mayer’s Col. Interest 

| As of Aug. 31, 1939, the following 
film companies had financial inter- 
| ests in Columbia: 

| Celebrity Productions, Inc., 100 
| shares of preferred; Frank R. Capra, 
be shares of voting trust; David L. 
Loew, 18 shares of voting trust, and 
| Louis B. Mayer, 422 shares of vot- 
ing trust. 

Some of the stockholders are 
Harry and Jack Cohn and Attilio H. 
Giannini, as voting trustees, 358,591 
shares; Harry Cohn 1,632, Jack Cohn, 
555 additional for themselves per- 
sonally; also William McAdoo, 192 
shares, 








M-G, Par, U’s Requests 





Metro, Paramount, and Uni- 
versal, in filing their answers to 
the Government interrogatories, 
have requested thaf the answers 
not be made public until March 
1. All three companies declare 
that their earnings figures were 
compiled in a hurry, hence some 
may be inaccurate, and publi- 
cation of erroneous figures 
would be detrimental. 

William P. Farnsworth, special 
assistant to the attorney general 
prosecuting the Government ac- 
tion in N. Y., left Sunday for 
Washington to take up the ques- 
tion of the interrogatories with 
his superiors. United Artists, 
Columbia, Warners, RKO and 
20th Century-Fox all have filed 
their financial data as planned. 


SWG on Record 
To Nix Neely; 
Also Scores Dies 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Screen Writers Guild Monday 
night (19) went on record as oppos- 
ing the Neely bill and adopted a res- 
olution to wit: 

‘Resolved, That Screen Writers 
Guild go on record as opposing the 
Neely bill on ground the synopsis 
clause is inimical to the best inter- 











ests of the writer, picture industry | 


and the public at large; and further 

‘Resolved, That because the Neely 
bill has posed question of monopo- 
listic practices within the motion 
picture industry, the Screen Writers 
Guild takes this occasion to go on 
record as ready to support any prop- 
er legislative or judicial action which 
first demonstrated existence of mo- 
nopoly within industry, and second, 
which has as its sole purpose free 








and open competition within indus- 
try should it be demonstrated that 
such does not exist.’ 

A special membership meeting of 
SWG was called for Feb. 26 to dis- 
cuss action to be taken with ref- 
erence to the Martin Dies attack on 
the film business. Invitations to at- 
tend the session were sent officers 
of the Producers Association and the 
executive board and members of 
other talent groups. 


PAR SETTLES SUIT ON 
FIRST AMECHE PICTURE 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 

Paramount made an out-of-court 
settlement of Samuel Van Ronkel’s 
$47,960 breach of contract suit in- 
volving a two-reeler titled ‘Beauty 
at the World’s Fair,’ in which Don 
Ameche made his film debut in 1933. 

Case has been in the courts since 
1937 as result of Paramount’s alleged 
refusal to accept delivery on the 
grounds that the film was badly pro- 
duced and that Ameche’s acting was 
‘amateurish.’ Ameche checks in at 
| Paramount on loanout from 20th- 
| Fox this week to co-star with Bar- 











| bara Stanwyck in ‘The Night of Jan- | 


vary 16th.’ 





Dies 


Continued from page 3 














ment which may accompany an in- 
vestigation and hearings in regard 
to the subversive outfits in the film 
center. He said he ‘understands’ a 
picture will be made poking fun at 
the inquiry but promised he will not 
be deterred from showing up what- 
ever sort of un-American activity— 
Communism, Naziism, or whatnot— 
flourishes ‘n the cinema community. 

The report which Dies thinks has 
been slipped to film producers was 
submitted late last year by George 
Hurley, once an Interior Depart- 
ment snooper, who spent eight 
months gumshoeing around on the 
West Coast. Just what it contains 
never has been made known, al- 
though it is said to include a number 
of ‘big names’ in the Hollywood col- 
ony. At the time it was filed, Dies 





Warner Bros.’ several companies 
declare WB incorporated in Dela- 
ware April 3, 1923, has 11 directors 
and 20 officers, authorized capital 


(Continued on page 8) 
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was anxious to make it public but a 
majority of the committee squelched 
this idea, arguing that it is unfair to 
put the finger on individuals until 
they have a chance to appear and 
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Goldwyn Sues in N. Y. to Break UA 
Contract; Korda Served on Arrival 





COL. DENIES INTENT 





Reports that Columbia would pro- 
duce at least four pictures in the east 
next season drew an emphatic de- 
nial from the company last - week. 
Resulting from a talk by Harry 
Cohn, Col prez, and Frank Orsatti, 
agent, with Mayor LaGuardia, re- 
ports were that the pix would cost 
at least $600,000 each and the first 
might star Cary Grant and Irene 
Dunne. 

Following the windup of his testi- 
mony in the Government's anti-trust 
pre-trial examination last week, 
Cohn left for Florida on Friday (16), 
accompanied by Nate Spingold, an- 
other exec of the company. 

Cohn will return to New York in 
about three weeks and then leave 
almost immediately for the Coast. 
While in Manhattan he viewed all 
of the more important Broadway 
legiters, with decision to keep hands 
off, inasmuch as those which inter- 
ested him for filming were either 
sold or too expensive to purchase. 





Nix of Goldwyn Claim 


Federal Judge William Bondy In 
N. Y. Thursday (15) denied applica- 
tion of United Artists to dismiss the 
$54,559 action by Samuel Goldwyn, 


TO PRODUCE IN EAST 


Vs. UA Denied by Court 





Suit brought by Samuel Goldwyn 
against United Artists last week was 
prepared by Max D. Steuer, his at- 
torney, before he left for Coast con. 
fabs with Goldwyn two weeks ago 
and neatly timed to catch Alexander 
Korda, also named a defendant, for 
service of papers, as he left the gang- 
plank on his arrival from Europe, 

Korda is included in the suit only 
as a technicality as a similar one had 
been dismissed in Delaware federal 
court little more than a month ago 
because Korda and London Films 
were held to be ‘indispensable par- 
ties.’ Meantime, an appeal was taken 
from this decision by Steuers’ office 
on Saturday (17), on the grounds 
that the Delaware judge erred. 

It was said by one of Steuer’s as- 
sociates that the appeal would be 
| fought through, although Steuer is 
| not greatly concerned with the Dela- 
| ware action inasmuch as the New 
York suit covers the same ground 
and is more compreher-sive. 

James Mulvey, Goldwyn v.p. and 
eastern rep, who returned to New 
York from the Coast only two weeks 
ago, trained back cn a hurry call 
Saturday (17). He’s due in New 
York again early next week. Steuer 
will remain on the Coast unti! about 
March 15. 

Mulvey, it is understood, was 
needed for confabs with Goldwyn, 
| Silverstone, and Harry Gold, sales- 
' manager, on terms and details of dis- 
tribution of ‘The Westerner.’ Release 
date is in dispute, although UA has 
kegun to sell it on the current sea- 
son’s program. There was some dis- 








the court ruling: ‘It appearing that! cussion of possibly roadshowing it or 
the claim upon which this action is! asking advanced prices, but UA’s in- 
based was reassigned to the plaintiff | structions to its branches merely ¢all 
before this action was begun, and/ for efforts to obtain extended runs 
notice thereof given the defendant, | and preferred playing time. 
the motion to dismiss the complaint | Goldwyn’s Beefs 


is denied.’ 
Gold te : F Goldwyn's complaint, filed in N. Y. 
wyn is suing for monies due federal court Thursday (15) seeks 


him under the ‘Silverstone Plan’ i i i 
, ; : primarily to break his 10-year con- 
which entitles UA’s producers to ad- jtract with UA. It asks relief 


oe oe based on vari-| jn three ways. First it seeks to en 
us s. } i0i ‘ i m i ; 
ous schedules. The money was due join UA and its officers from inter- 


ry ey Rata = was not received | fering in any manner with Goldwyn 
a ime. t a later date UA or any persons, firms or corpora- 
tendered the amount but refused to | tions with whom the plaintiffs may 
pay interest because of the delay.|do business in any use of films that 
Goldwyn rejected the money with- Goldwyn may produce to Sept. 2 
out interest, and brought action. The 1945, the date of expiration of his 
defendant sought a dismissal on the distribution contract with UA 
grounds that the claim had been as- Secondly, Goldwyn seeks an ac- 
ee eee ' oo. of America and | counting as to any monies due him 
gned, ‘under his contract with UA, and 
_ Bondy, while denying the applica- , lastly damages for ‘wrongful inter- 
tion to dismiss, ordered Goldwyn to | ference’ in the attempted distribution 
furnish the defendant with the date | of Goldwyn’s last film, ‘The West- 
and manner in which he advised UA] erner.’ 
of the exercise of his option, the Goldwyn lists 14 separate charges 
date and manner of his demand for | against United Artists as follows: 
Payment, the way the payment was| 1—The defendants maliciously at- 
made, and the refusal to pay inter- | tempted to drive him out of business. 
est, | 2—The defendants failed to de- 
vote their best efforts to 
proper distribution of 
pictures. 








secure 


‘Westerner’ Unaffected Goldwyn’s 


Hollyweed, Feb. 20 
; d 3—The def ai secur 
New court battle between Samuel as large pag ne ag ie - the 


Goldwyn and United Artists does not films 
affect the release of ‘The Westerner.’| 4 The defendants failed to secure 
ried to — suit, Goldwyn agreed to | the highest prices obtainable in dis- 
eliver his picture to UA without tributing Goldwyn’s films. 
prejucice resulting from any pend- | 5—The defendants used Goldwyn’s 
ing shendheunscien {pictures to influence the selling of 
| Other producers’ pictures. 


“ | 6—The defendants offered induce- 
Coast’s Trust Hearings chibi “te 





ments to exhibitors not to take 
| Goldwyn’s pictures. 

| %—At the convention in 1939 the 
| defendants prevented Goldwyn from 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. | : ; : 
Several writers and directors have Pocswnnnd ee oe 


been summoned to the Federal build- i i 

ing tomorrow (Wednesday) to offer ».gaa aoe be gmerge : 
testimony in connection with VU. S. | best ro ts = = — =e 
anti-trust action against the film biz. distribution x Fria a Ag ™ 

Albert Law, special assistant to the 9—Th ee a 3 

, e defendants discriminated i 

U. S. attorney general, issued the isi i geen 

perm » ISS advertising against Goldwyn’s pic- 
tures. 

10—The defendants issued false 
misleading statements to the press 
about Goldwyn. 

11—The defendants enticed Gold- 
wyn’s employes to leave his employ. 

12—The defendants withheld mon- 
ies due to Goldwyn. 

13—The defendants released state- 
ments to the press indicating that 
Goldwyn was a contract-breaker. 

14—The defendants released mis- 
leading statements to the press say- 
ing that Goldwyn’s artists, directors 
and employes were leaving his em- 
ploy. 

The complaint lists the various 
grievances and the passing of the UA 
Paramount hoisted Douglas Ken- | board by votes of 4—1 of various 
nedy’s player option for six months, | resolutions which materially changed 
RKO renewed Ray Whitley’s actor | portions of the contract entered into 
ticket. lin July, 1936. Goldwyn objected 
Paramount picked up its player | Strongly to the formation by Kord: 








Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Claire Carleton inked player pact 
at Republic. 
Milton Krasner drew new camera- 
man ticket at Universal. 
Metro handed new contract to 
Robert Young. 
Walter Ruick renewed on Metro's 
music staff. 
Edgar Kennedy inked pact for six 
more comic shorts at RKO. 














explain their activities and beliefs. 


option on Ruth Rogers, (Continued on page 16) 
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Alleged ‘Dilatory Tactics’ of 
National AFM Over WB 
Theatre Music Situation in 
Quakertown—Urge Strike 
Call Against WB Strand, 
N. Y., Stanley, Pitt, and 





—_— 








Major film companies will have a Efficiency? 
ce to rehearse their defenses 
Government’s anti-trust action 
inst them by virtue of an order |. 
ed in Brooklyn federal court on 


Saturday (17) by Judge Grover M. 


Taking no Chances 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Coast booking agents are now 
carrying union cards. Group organ- 
ized as the Amusement Agencies 
Employees Union No. 22202 has se- 








in 


An efficiency man was called 
in by one of the larger inde- 
pendent circuits in the New 


Lincoln, Feb. 20. 


Jules Rachman, the former 
Omaha showman now winding 











: P ; * cured a charter from American Fed- 

Moscowitz. In denying motion for a York territory to determine if Earle, Washington up his murder sentence in the j|eration of Labor covering jurisdic- 

preli injunction against seven on a ahr couldn't be Nebraska penitentiary, declares | tion over agents in the Los Angeles 
wor , 


distributors accused of vio- 
— the anti-trust act by refusing 
to grant first-run films to a local 
theatre, court stated issues must 

it trial. 

oe of clear condition of court 
calendar, trial is expected to occur 
next month, fixing of the exact date 
having to await filing of answers to 
complaint next Monday (26) by de- 
fendant corporations. 

Suit was filed by 395 Amus. Corp. 
operator of the Gloria theatre, a 600- 
geat house in the Red Hook section 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. Defendants are 
20th-Fox, Warners, Paramount, Uni- 
yersal, United Artists, and Randforce 
Amus. Corp., Samuel Rinzler, Louis 
Frisch and William Yost. The same 
action was discontinued against Co- 
jumbia, RKO Radio and Republic. 

Judge Moscowitz stated ‘the issu- 
ance of a preliminary injunction is a 
drastic remedy which should not be 
exercised unless the proof is clear 
and convincing. The plaintiff claims 
that the defendants entered into a 
conspiracy in restraint of trade. This 
fs vigorously denied by the de- 
fendants. Such issue of fact cannot 
be decided upon the motion but must 
await trail when the merits may 
then be determined. Due to the 
condition of the calendar the case 
ean be tried immediately.’ 


The specific motion denied by the 
court requested an injunction ‘di- 
recting the defendants to cease and 
discontinue their agreements, com- 
bination, conspiracies and under- 
standings as aforesaid, and allow and 
afford plaintiff a free and equal right 
to contract for current season films, 
and that all contracts entered into 
between Randforce and the de- 
fendant distributors be declared 
illegal and void and cancelled, so as 
to allow plaintiff the full, free right 
to contract for film pending the 
hearing and determination of this 
action.’ 

William Gold, of counsel for the 
895 Corp., said the early trial will 
be a testing of the legal defenses of 
he major companies which are now 
awaiting trial in the Southern Dis- 
trict of New York on charges of vio- 
lating the anti-trust laws. 

He said that the recent ruling of 
Judge Calvin W. Chestnut in the 

estway theatre case in Baltimore, 

n his opinion, had no bearing on 
this case because the Maryland case 
concerned the refusal of companies 
to grant first-run films to a new the- 
atre whict had never before re- 
ceived them whereas the Gloria had 
received first-runs for several years 
and was denied them only because a 
new Randforce theatre was opened 

its immediate neighborhood. 

, uit was discontinued against Co- 
umbia, RKO and Rep because they 
teased the practice complained of 
and sold first-runs to the 395 Corp. 

e defendants are required to 
+ mit answers to the complaint by 

onday and trial date will be fixed 


following receij 
ments ceipt of those docu- 





Newark Indies’ Suit 


geuit asking $280,500 damages from 
trib eight major producing and dis- 
uting companies, the Hays office 
bn Will H. Hays, as an individual, 
as filed 
Monday (19), Bringing the claim, 
anti t the Sherman and Clayton 
“trust acts, are the Westor Thea- 
€s, Inc, and Janbert Amus. Corp., 
Connection with operation of the 
— theatre, West Orange, N. J. 
t uit charges a monopoly exists in 


. motion picture industry to the 
advantage of indie producers and 
@xhibs, 


™ It alleges that 80% of better 
and. are turned out by the majors 
A the others cannot compete. 

Mong complaints 


Must take considerably more prod- 


He recommended a weekly 
cut of 25c. for everyone from 
theatre men down to scrubwo- 
men for a saving, which it is 
understood, runs about $125 a 
week. 








PIX BIZ MAY BE 


AT N.Y. FAIR 
AFTER ALL 


Participation of the picture in- 
dustry in this year’s New York 
World’s Fair is under consideration, 
but what form it will take remains 
unsettled pending an investigation to 
determine the most desirable steps 
to be taken. An exhibit is also de- 
pendent upon agreement by the vari- 
ous major producing - distributing 
companies and, presumably, the Hays 
office. 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 
executive committee of Paramount, 
is a prime mover in connection with 
representation of films on the fair- 
grounds this summer and confirms 
that he is working on a plan. He 
can add no more at this time than 
that the situation is under advise- 
ment and that steps are being taken 
to determine just what to do. Mean- 
time, it is understood, the heads of 
the major producer-distributors are 
being contacted, which may mean a 
mass meeting later on to discuss pro- 
posals, costs, etc. This is a switch on 
last year’s industry attitude against 
any fair representation either in 
N. Y. or San Francisco. 


HAYSIANS CLEAR ‘SUSA 








SCRIPT, CAMERAS GRIND 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
‘Susan and God’ got the gun at 


Metro after several postponements, | 
with Joan Crawford and Fredric | 
March co-starring and George Cukor | 


directing. 
Delays were the result of script 
conflicts with the Hays office. 


Pat O’Brien as Rockne 





Launches Howard at WB 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

‘The Life of Knute Rockne’ is 
William K. Howard's first directorial 
job under his deal with Warners. 
He relinquished the ‘Patent Leather 
Kid’ remake. 

Shooting starts March 25, with 
Pat O'Brien in the title role. 


Rainer-MG Part 








in Newark federal court | 





Luise Rainer’s contract with Metro 


| has been cancelled by mutual agree- 


ment. 
She presently has a deal on the 


fire with another major film com- 


pany. 





uct than they need in order to get 
what they want. 

Clause in the Clayton and Sher- 
man acts permitting suit for triple 
damages is employed, as actual in- 
juries are stated as $78,200 for 
Westor, which operated the Windsor 


‘until last July, and $15,500 for Jan-| 
is that exhibs| bert, which took it over at that time. ing over the union’s offer. 
| Sixty-five counts are listed. 


WB STUDIO ALSO? 





Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 


Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, is threatening to secede 
from the AFM and possibly join up 
with the Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations unless the national offi- 
cers of the union take immediate 
steps to call out members at all 
houses owned by the Stanley-War- 
ner chain in support of the Philly 
local. 


The threat was embodied in a 
resolution yesterday (Mon.) signed 
by nearly 1,000 members, which 
will be voted upon at a special gen- 
eral membership meeting skedded 
for Friday (23). 

The resolution, drawn up by the 
rank-and-file membership, stated 
that they were fed up with the ‘dila- 
tory tactics’ of the national body in 
failing to issue a strike call to War- 
ner-employed musicians to help end 
the four-month deadlock. It called 
upon the local officials to demand 
that action be taken without delay. 

In the failure to heed their de- 
mands, the local officers are in- 
structed to return the AFM charter 
and consider the possible affiliation 
with CIO. 

The local members demanded that 
first the musicians at the Strand, N. 
Y., the Stanley, Pittsburgh, and the 
Earle, Washington, and other War- 
ner-owned vaudfilm . houses, be 
called out. In the event that the 
walkout fails to bring a settlement, 
then the national body must pull its 
|members from the Warner Bros. lot 
in Burbank, they said. 
| The secession threat was the cli- 
|max of an undercover movement 
}among the members to force their 
offices to bring the Warner situation 
to a head. Since Dec. 1, when War- 





y, ners dropped all its musicians fol- 


he’s afraid to set ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ for the prison theatre. 
‘Boys are afraid,’ he explained, 
‘that it’s so long their time might 
be up before the picture finishes.’ 


ASC, PAINTERS 
BALK AT 10% 
ESCROW 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Fred Pelton, producer labor con- 
| tact, has notified majors that agree- 
ments, calling for the escrow of 10% 
wage increases given the American 
| Society of Cinematographers and 
Moving ‘Picture Painters’ Local 644, 


are being amended. Pacts drafted 
by Pelton called for increases to be 
escrowed by Feb. 17, but painters 
threatened to walk out if their pay 
is impounded while negv.iations on 
the 10% kickback are in progress. 
Negotiations between producers 
and studio unions are tentatively 
scheduled for resumption this 

















| week, 





WB TO OPPOSE RKO’S 
BEN FRANKLIN FILM 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Warners is apparently determined 
| to beat RKO to the screen with a 
| life of Benjamin Franklin, and is 
preparing to push production on the 








| lowing failure to agree on terms of ; : . 
a new contract, there has been in-| film with Edward G. Robinson in the 
numerable buck-passing between the | title role as soon as the star finishes 
national and local body. | in ‘Brother Orchid.’ 

At first the national officers called RKO last week purchased Carl 
| the controversy a ‘local issue.’ Then,| Van Doren’s biography on Franklin, 
_after pressure was brought to bear, 'on which the studio has had an op- 











| 
‘Cup of Coffee’ For 


area. A majority of the agents al- 
ready affiliated are engaged in book- 
ing acts into cafes and nite spots, but 
it is understood jurisdiction is not 
limited to that field. 

Leaders declined to state whether 
a drive would be made to bring film 
agents into the fold. At the present 
time most of the film bookers are 
associated with the Artists Managers 
Guild, which operates under a 
licensing agreement with the Screen 
Actors Guild. Under this pact, SAG 
members are not permitted to do 
business with an unlicensed agent. 
SAG, however, is affiliated with the 
AFL and may run into a jurisdic- 
tional tilt with the newly charted 
agency group. 

Walter Trask is prexy of the new 
organization. Al Wager was elected 
vice-president; Lloyd Skeels, execu- 
tive secretary and business repre- 
sentative; Norman Marsh, treasurer, 
and George Ball sergeant-at-arms. 
Members of the executive board, in 
addition to the officers, are Kather- 
ine Burns and Morrie Barton. 

An early deal between the pro- 
ducers and the Screen Writers Guild 
was indicated in a letter mailed to 
studio scriveners by 20th-Fox execu- 
tives. It was reported that a similar 
letter was being drafted by the 
other major companies. 

The letter was formal notice that 
the Basic Agreement with the 
Screen Playwrights, Inc., has been 
terminated. It further stated that 
screenplay credits in the future 
would be awarded by the companies 
until such time as arrangements 
have been made with the SWG for 
determination of disputed credits. 
The letter was accompanied by a 
detailed explanation of plan to be 
used in awarding credits. 

Letter handed to writers at 20th- 
Fox follows: 

‘You are hereby notified that on 
Feb. 8, 1940, the Basic Agreement, as 
amended, between the Screen Play- 
wrights, Inc., and (major companies 
are listed), was terminated. 

‘That from and after the date of 
this notice and until further notice, 
screenplay credits for screen writers 
employed by the undersigned will 
be awarded by the undersigned in 
accordance with the provisions of 
Exhibit A attached hereto or until 
such time as the screen writers, 
through their duly authorized repre- 
sentative for collective bargaining, 
Screen Writers Guild, Inc., shall 
have entered into some arrangement 
with the undersigned for the deter- 
mination of disputed credits satis- 
factory to both the Screen Writers 
Guild and the undersigned.’ 


Three-Writer Limit 


Exhibit A stated that except In 
unusual cases, awards for credits 
would be limited to two writers, and 
never more than three. Exhibit 
stated though that where a recog- 
nized writing team is employed the 
two will be listed as one in award- 
ing credits. 

A move also has been launched by 
the producers to bring the Screen 
Writers Guild back into the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences. Plan was started by 
prexy Walter Wanger at a confer- 
ence with Sheridan Gibney, head of 
SWG. 

Kenny Gardner will be elected 








Sturges at Paramount 


Preston Sturges 1s preparing 
Cup of Coffee’ as his next direc- 





torial job at Paramount, with Betty 
Field and William Holden assigned 
to the leads. 

His first piloting job was ‘Down | 
| Went McGinity,’ recently completed. ' 


the international donated $7,500 to} tion for some time. It paid $50,000 
the strike war chest. | for it. WB will use a studio-written 

‘This donation is an admission by | script. 
| the national AFM body that the lock- | 
out of our men by Warners is a na-| . - 
tional issue,’ a leader of the seces- | G F d U § 
sion group pointed out. racié rieids i U. re 

‘How can we ask other unions to} Pic P d f 
back us up in this fight if our own| Her IC lans In e 
national officers refuse,’ he said. 

It has been reported that local | Gracie Fields may do a film for! 
| H . ele +} osiery . 2 aie as H 
Po sallemage dl sete vnggen gee Reese ged 20th-Fox in May if she’s recovered 
 paieeiamies = nates ig Rees ing sufficiently from illness which laid 

Paty si re z y lé mr ’ ; i g t 
tres, especially in the nabes where} + oll, Me ee ee Eu. 
fionship. between local CIO leaders | T0P@ Thursday (15) with the British 
- Ri inde ot Enast ty leone |star. Banks-said he would direct the 
fed pani rs ine nae ion rte | pic, tentatively titled ‘Mademoiselle 
Ra Boat iFr ntieres.’ 
| CIO’s American Communications | tm are eres. ance te not com> 
coe aac gy pass an AFM | plete, she will take a year’s vacation 
ee ial Bok Illness oe | on the Coast with her parents, who 

ee ' live i olly wood. 

| With negotiations between Local ah Bg cafiine she spent three 
'77 and Warners stalled because of weeks back of the lines in France 
pote = gg Ft gree "a averaging five shows a day for the 
eral manager o eatres, Tommies. 
{union inaugurated a new tactic to, 
| fight the chain. 

Independent theatre exhibitors are 
being canvassed to add orchestras to 
i their bills to compete with the War- 
ner houses in their area. The union 
lis offering to allow its members’! 
work on a percentage basis—a revo- 
lutionary step—in view of the fact 
that up till now the union scale has 
been strictly adhered to. 

Several indies are reported mull- 

They find 
(Continued on page 18) 


president of the Los Angeles Chap- 


iter of the American Guild of- Va- 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. | 


"1 


riety Artists at a membership meet- 
ing scheduled for March 4 No 
candidates were named to oppose 
Gardner slate, which was selected 
by a regularly elected nominating 
committee. Other unopposed candi- 
dates on slate are Eddie Davis, first 
(Continued on nage 1f\ 
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Par's Far-Flung 





The impending Neely bill, its dan- 
gers to theatre chains cf small as 
well as large dimensions, and the 
most effective ways of combating 
the legislation to abolish block- 
booking, highlighted conferences 
held in Miami between Paramount 
theatre executives and partners dur- 
ing the past week. General oper- 
ating problems, trends of the present 
day and other matters were discussed 
at the huddles presided over by Bar- 
ney Balaban. Reported that produc- 
tion was also gone into, including 
the status of product, outlook, etc. 

To be anticipated is that every 
Paramount partner, of which there 
are many in the Par family, will 
concentrate extensively on cam- 
paigns designed to set up a powerful 
defense against the present system 
of buying film which Senator Mat- 
thew M. Neely’s measure would end. 
It is pointed out in this connection 
that the partners might do the most 
effective work themselves locally in 
their various territories, possibly in- 
curring support of independent cir- 
cuits and individual operators. Such 
campaigning against Neely might be 
better handled in a local way be- 
cause it amounts to work that the 
Hays office and other agencies would 
find more difficult to perform. 


Hits Par’s 1,500 houses 


While the Neely bill offers a se- 
rious threat to all chains, major and 
independent, as well as to single- 
house operators according to the 
opinion rendered by some, it would 
have a far greater effect on Para- 
mount than any other. Par has over 
1,500 theatres in its vast chain, in- 
cluding partnerships and partly- 
owned subsidiaries. The circuit is 
represented in every state in the 
union excepting Delaware, Nevada 
and Montana, although in some in- 
stances theatres are under outside 
operation, leases, pools, etc. 

In view of the fact the Neely bill 
was of primary moment in the Miami 
huddles between Balaban and other 
higher-ups in Par theatres, Austin 
C. Keough, v.p. and legal counsel 
for the company, was asked to come 
south. Others from the home office 
were Leonard Goldenson, Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., Leon Netter and M. F. 
Gowthorpe, while leading partners 
included E. V. Richards, N. L. Na- 


thanson, Martin J. Mullin, Robert! Cocoanut 


Wilby, Sam Pinanski, Nate Gold-|Thalberg Memorial Award, for ‘the 
a. 


stein, William F. Jenkins, 
Sparks and A. H. Blank. 


Top partners, not 


E. 


already 


Theatre Chain 
Vitally Concerned Over Neely Bil 


in | Vidual producer,’ has already been 
Miami, were invited to come along | decided by a sealed ballot, which 
by Balaban as an opportunity to dis- 
cuss the Neely bill and other mat- 
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Jessica Dragonette’s 5 
Shorts for N. Y. Indie 


Toronto, Feb. 20. 


Jessica Dragonette takes time out 
from current p.a. tour to take her 
first flier in flickers, a series of five 
18-minute shorts to be made by Ira 
Simmons. Warbler states that series 
will introduce a new third-dimen- 
tional process but not in color. All 
are costume pieces, John Erskine au- 
thoring and Miss Dragonette to sing 
four songs per picture, will be filmed 
at the old Fox studios, N. Y., and 
each of five budgeted at approxi- 
mately $50,000. 


‘Production on first commences 
March 7, with series to be completed 
by April 1, when Miss Dragonette 
resumes her p.a. tour. 


Her initial film assignment saw 
her singing the role of ‘Princess 
Glory’ in ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ (Par) 
but this was straight dubbing. 


Extras Carry Big 
Bulge in Vote On 


Oscar Handouts 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Film extras hold the balance of 
power in the selection of the out- 
standing production of 1939 and in 
the choice of actors and actresses to 
receive Oscars. Approximately half 
of the 12,000 ballots mailed out by 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences went to atmosphere 
players. 

Voters, in addition to actors, in- 
clude writers, directors assistant di- 
rectors, camermen, film editors, unit 
|; Managers, producers, art directors, 
special effect technicians and Acad- 
emy members, 

Polls close Sunday (25) at mid- 
night and Oscars will be distributed 
|}at the annual dinner Feb. 29 at the 
Grove. The Irving G. 




















most consistent high quality of pro- 
duction achievement by an_indi- 





PICTURES 
_ Selznick the Winnah? 


David ©. Selznick is revealed 
in a private tabulation as al- 
most positive winner of the spe- 
cial Irving Thalberg award for 
the best picture of 1939, ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ 

Official ballots were sealed im- 
mediately after receipt and are 
in the hands of. Price, Water- 
house & Co., certified auditors. 
They cannot be opened or 
counted until the day of the 

Academy award banquet, Feb. 29. 
Pace csecttntet Rathi enet...nsttt tk siete 


DR. LQ. OK BUT 
QUIZ NIGHTS 
TABU 


Dallas, Feb. 20. 
Another body blow to quiz nights 
and such at film houses was struck 
last week by Attorney General Ger- 
ald Mann at Austin when he held 
latest quiz night to be a lottery. 
Plan allowed ticket buyers to sub- 
mit question, dropping it in box and 
retaining ticket stub. Later numbers 
are drawn and customer with cor- 
responding ticket stub tries to an- 
swer selected query, drawing down 
$100 worth of merchandise if he’s 
right. Author of question gets $1. 
Mann already has ruled lotteries 
to include: 
‘Suit clubs,’ where persons com- 
pleting sentences get prizes; quiz 
night similar to the garden variety 
outlined above; plan whereby mer- 
chants give numbers with purchases 
followed by drawing for prize; prize 
to occupant of lucky-numbered seat 
and prize to patron with lucky 
license plate. Ruled not a lottery 
was radio’s Dr. I. Q. 


Fears Theatres Point 
Up Radio Giveaways 


if Squawking Too Much 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 


Maybe if picture exhibitors just 
ignored the Pot o’ Gold and other 
radio giveaway programs they would 
be better off. That is the idea of 
Ray Branch, head of Michigan Al- 
lied, who thinks the attacks by the 
Michigan Co-Ops, the Ohio ITO and 
Nebraska groups may be doing more 
harm than good. 

When you start combating it,’ he 























will not be opened until the dinner. 











ters, since all are affected. Under 
the Neely, this is particularly true, 
since it would affect one partner in 
much the same manner as another 
and the cooperation of all for the 
protection of all is considered of 
great importance right now. 


Keough and Dembow returned to! 
New York Monday (19), while Gold-| statement for issuance the end of 


enson, Netter and Gowthorpe are 
remaining in the south ancther week 
or two, also Balaban. Some of the 
partners are staying on as well to 
vacation. 


SAG MAY OK CLASS B 
CHARTER FOR EXT 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Board of Screen Actors Guild at 
its meeting Monday (19) night dis- 
cussed the proposed charter creating 
a separate local for Class B mem- 
bers. Move has been under discus- 
sion for several weeks but definite 
recommendation is understood to 
have been made to the board by 
Kenneth Thomson, SAG exec secre- 
tary. 

Reported majority of directors 
favored giving the extras their own 
local if so desired by majority of 
atmosphere players. 


Still Ain’t for Me 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Olivia de Havilland, under sus- 
pension at Warners for refusal to 
play in ‘Saturday’s Children,’ turned 
down another role in ‘Flight No. 8,’ 
an airline hostess story slated to. 
roll this week. 
Studio is dickering with Virginia | 














AMPA TO FETE FRANK 


NUGENT NEXT WEEK 


The Associated Motion Picture 
Advertisers is preparing a financial 


| this month or early March. It will 

| show a surplus in the treasury, ac- 

_ cording to reports. 

{tomorrow (Thurs.) for the N. 
film critics, postponement has been 

j taken to Feb. 29 due to Washing- 


| ton’s birthday and the luncheon will | 


become a testimonial to Frank Nu- 
gent instead. The N. Y. Times 
critic joins 20th-Fox as a writer. 

At the same session a nominating 
| committee to choose a slate of of- 
'ficers for the coming year will be 
set up. 





Power's ‘Commandment’ 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Tyrone Power draws the star role } 


in ‘The Great Commandment,’ pur- 
chased for a remake by 20th-Fox, 
from Cathedral Films last summer, 
for $175,000. 

Picture was completed and 
screened for religious groups six 
months ago, but Darryl 


elaborate production. 
about April 1. 
ZIMBALIST’S FLIER 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Sam Zimbalist takes over the pro- 


Filming starts 








duction job on Metro’s ‘Wings Over 

the Desert,’ on which Lucien Hub- 

bard did the preliminary work. 
Hubbard is checking out to take 


| Originally scheduling a meeting 
7. 


Zanuck | 
thought it was worthy of a more 


Bruce, who recently obtained her/an associate producer berth at 20th- 
release from Metro contract | Fox. 








said, ‘you increase the publicity for 
such programs. Radio operators will 
decide they’ve got something im- 
portant because they are arousing 
theatre opposition. Combating it, 
gives the radio a great buildup and 
| may bring about radio attacks on the 
theatre in retaliation. 

‘Tying up an award with the 
theatre ticket is no good, either,’ he 
added. ‘It puts us right in the same 
class or up against the charge of 
running a lottery, too.’ 

Even if some States, such as Mich- 
igan, might stop their stations from 
airing the program, he pointed out, 
it would do no good for the fans 
would dial in on programs originat- 
ing in stations outside the state. 


GN STUDIO ON BLOCK; 
FRANK WARNER TO BID 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Franklyn Warner, Fine Arts head, 
will bid for Grand National] studio 
and property which goes on the auc- 
tion block next Wednesday (28) un- 
der orders of the trustee in bank- 
ruptcy. 

Electrical Research Products, Inc., 
| is also interested in bidding in the 
forced sale to protect its $24,000 
mortgage on the plant. 


Fine Arts’ ‘Treason’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
First picture in revival of produc- 
| tion by Franklyn Warner's Fine Arts 
outfit is ‘If This Be Treason,’ slated 
to roll next week at the Selznick- 
International studio. 
Otis Garrett directs. 


JESSEL LECTURING 


Youngstown, O., Feb. 20. 
George Jessel will inaugurate his 
lecture tour under CBS auspices 
here March 5. 
Jessel will talk on ‘30 Years in 
Entertainment.’ 
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Report Fannie Hurst-Warners Tiff 
Settled: Tarkington Suit Still Op 


Film Crix May Convene siahues tina, Seid toon ane 
In H’wood This Summer 


pany’s recent film, ‘Four Wives’ has 
Memphis, Feb. 20. 


been settled, according to uncone 
firmed reports. However, there’s ne 

Newspaper Film Critics of Amer- 
ica are mulling proposal to shift their 


indication what, if any, cash pay. 
first national confab to summer. 


ment or other consideration was ine 
Originally set for Feb. 24 in Holly- 


volved. 
Novelist’s attorney, Benjamin i 
wood, NCFA huddle was postponed 
at joint request of Hays office and 


Stern, has flatly refused to discuss 
Motion Picture Academy, both point- 


the matter, and several Warner ex. 
ecutives profess never to have heard 

ing out possible conflict with Acad- 

emy banquet. 


of the case, while one official of the 
company said, “There isn’t and never 

Planning committee agreed to de- 
lay, first talking of March date but 


was anything to it’ He added that 
now heeding suggestion of numer- 


Miss Hurst has recently submitted 
one of her stories to the studio for 
ous crix that summer vacation period 
would be better. 


possible sale. 
Author’s claim against the com. 
Meanwhile, Merle Potter, chair- 
man of the group’s awards com- 


pany arose from the production of 
‘Wives,’ which used the same chare 
mittee, is in Hollywood consulting 
industry leaders on proper time. 


acters and carried on the story of the 
same company’s ‘Four Daughters’ 
While there, Potter will announce Latter film was based on the Hurst 
results of critics’ own first national 
poll, now completed. 


6 Months on RKO 
Lot, Orson Welles 
Has Yet to Start 


acters in it. Issue involved wag 
whether the purchaser of a literary 
work is entitled to the continued use 
and unlimited adaptation of the 
story and characters, unless the au. 
thor is given additional payment. 
Miss Hurst’s attorney was ready 
a court action some time ago an 
the Authors’ League of America was 
asked and had been preparing to as- 
sist in the battle, but nothing has 
been heard of it for some time. In 
some instances, when legal claims 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. | the plaintiff may not reveal any ine 

Although Orson Welles’ contract formation regarding the matter. Also 
to produce, direct, write and star is|seen possible that an agreement is 
six months old and he is now com- | being negotiated and that both sides 
mitted to make three pictures, the |are reluctant to risk throwing a 
bearded boy is still shopping around | wrench into the works until all dee 
for a suitable yarn as a starter. He | tails are ironed out. Miss Hurst is 
left the Coast yesterday (Monday) | known to be in New York at pres 
for New York to continue his search | ent, but could not be reached for 
en that front. | comment, 

Both Welles and the studio are! Booth Tarkington, who also has @ 
understood to have agreed that | claim against Warners, was exame 
neither ‘Heart of Darkness’ nor | ined-before-trial last week in I» 
‘Smiler With a Knife’ are of suf- | dianapolis by the defendant's legal 
ficient calibre to follow the heavy | staff. Sidney B. Fleischer, attorney 
publicity campaign with which/for the novelist, intends within the 
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are settled out of court, the terms 
of settlement include a proviso that 
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and the delay is costing the studio | otherwise expedite the coming trial, 
plenty in salaries and other expendi- |which may take place within a 
and no one has any idea when cam- which the author claims was not 
eras will start grinding on the in- based on any of his stories and 
bought all the Tarkington material 
not already held by other companies, 
Pathe Film Corp. is working out a DOvelist gave tacit consent to such 
plan whereby the 7% preferred stock {ree adaptations as ‘Twin.’ 
calls for retirement of the preferred ing to exercise ‘series’ rights to 
issue amounting to about 8,000 single stories, there is a move on 
est. literary material to films. Although 
Under this alignment, Pathe would little tangible progress has been 
from DuPont Film Mfg. Co., in clauses into their contracts to cover 
which it holds 35% interest. such contingencies, 
Pathe currently is that the longer , 
the delay in selling these shares the 
'sic Hall, N.Y., and United Artists 
‘having taken an amicable turn, 
Gloversville, N. Y., Feb. 20. 
J. Myer Schine was _ reelected are ‘My Son, My Son,’ produced by 
Edward Small, obtained a couple 
other officers include Louis W. Ww. G. Van Schmus, who has been 02 
Schine, secretary-treasurer; John A. the Coast since Jan. 16. Van Schmus 
Schines, John A. May, Hildegarde but it will probably land at the Hall «> 
Schine, Martha R. Schine, J. G. March 7 or 14, following ‘Abe Lin- 


“ 


Selmser, Miss Thompson, Fred Bill- 
ingham and attorney Gordon Park 
Young. 





Welles went to RKO. It is said that | next couple of weeks to move for & 
George J. Schaefer, RKO prez, told | pretrial, in which the court could 
Welles not to rush the first picture | limit the issues and witnesses and 
tures. | couple of months. Tarkington's 
Welles’ production has been claim involves the Warner picture, 
dropped from the studio schedule ‘Penrod and His Twin Brother, 
itialer. | which contained essential characters 
not of his creation 
| Warners, which several years ago 
b ] i] 
PATHE FILM’S PLAN TO 
RETIRE 17 PFD ISSUE intends arguing that by approving 
/ ° previous films that were equally dis- 
similar to the original stories, the 
will be retired. It will be ready for! As a result of the Hurst and Tark- 
consummation in a week or 10 days. ington claims against Warners, &% 
Proposition, as tentatively outlined, well as cases of other studios seek 
Shares, each drawing $7 annually. In foot among leading members of the 
its place, the company would take Authors League to set up a negotia- 
out a bank loan drawing 2% inter- tor who would handle all sales of 
have no preference stock. It would made in that direction, it’s known 
pay off the bank loan as soon as re- that an increasing number of writers 
ceiving enough money in dividends have been inserting protective 
No progress has been made in set- | 
ting up a plan whereby its DuPont | 
: b 
Film shares could be sold. Idea of é 76 ° 
UA SETS ‘SON,’ ‘TOWN’; 
more valuable the stock will be- HALL GETS 1ST CRACK 
come. 
| Relations between Radio City Mu- 
ca 
Reelect Schine Slate . : 
|UA product is now being offered to 
‘the Hall first and two forthcoming 
releases have been bought. Thesé 
president of the board of directors 
of the Schine Theatrical Enterprises,| weeks ago, and ‘Our Town,’ 0D 
Inc., at the annual meeting here and which a deal has just been made by 
May, comptroller, and Florence returned to New York yesterday 
Thompson, assistant secretary. | (Tues. ). ’ 
Directors are as follows: both; No date has been set on ‘My Son, 
‘coln’ (RKO). ‘Town’ is considerably 
in the distance, still being in pre 
| duction, 
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(hi Mild; Friday’ -Withers Fair 


PICTURE GROSSES 








306, ‘Remember’- Apollon Nice 
$16,000, Geronimo OK $10,000 








j Chicago, Feb. 20. 
outstanding in grosses 
anywhere, with the theatres content 


tly to run along at an average | $5 


ce. While none of the theatres is 
reaking any records, neither is any 
ouse exhibiting any carmine ink on 

e ledgers. Inclement weather over 

e weekend hurt. 
~ Bold-overs continue to be led by 
‘Gone With the Wind’, which remains 
a brilliant entry in the loop picture 
parade. Evening reserved seat shows 
continue at sell-out pace in both 
the Oriental and Woods. Only the 

cond grind show in the Oriental 
Indicates any weakness and that is 
due to the long lines on the sidewalk 
that scares 4 a good deal of the 

tial tra 
Poright That Failed’ came through 
with a surprisingly good initial week 
and gets a second session in the 
pollo. ‘Little Old New York’ dis- 
appointed in the Chicago last weex, 
but gets another chance at the Gar- 
rick currently, where it is being 
ded considerably by the Louis- 
waltz epic. ’ 

Chicago will garner fair money 
with ‘Girl Friday’ and Jane Withers 
on the stage, good notices on the pic- 
ture perking the boxoffice. Dave 

ion unit at the State-Lake is 
SNe in a good gross there. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apolle ((B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Light Failed’ (Par) (2a wk). Hold- 
over for this one and worth at least 

7,000, fine, following surprisingly 

ig $9,000 last week, which came on 
heels of strong reviews. 4 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and stage show. 
Jane Withers p.a. aiding. House perks 
currently, lifting to fair $30,000. Last 
week, ‘Little New York’ (20th) and 
vaude, failed to garner interest or 
coin at poor $24,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75 )— 

ittle New York’ (20th) and Louis- 

y picture. Figures for around 

500, fair. Last week, ‘Earl Chicago 

-G), second week, neat $4,600. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 75-$1.10- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Prac- 

cally no slackening of pace yet in- 
icat and again brilliant with $46,- 

q t week took around the 
game figure. 

| (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 

igil Night’? (RKO) and ‘Marines 
fy’ (RKO). Strictly on the initial 
icture, which is getting the femmes 
for a crying jag, but not over 

11,000, just fair. Last week, ‘Chicka- 

ee’ (U) and ‘Oh Johnny’ (UV), 
wound up an okay fortnight to okay 


enough $8,200. é 

= (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
5)—'Geronimo’ (Par). Westerns in 
per budget classifications always 
get business, and this one is coming 
al in snappy fashion. Indicates 
stiiving $10,000. Last week, ‘69th 

WB), in third week in loop, snagged 
fair $7,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Remember’ (M-G) and vaude. Dave 
Apollon unit on stage. House is 

riding to highly satisfactory $16,000. 

ast week, ‘Carters’ (M-G) and 
oulin Rouge’ unit, bang-up $20,900. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Hold-over week looks for fair 
7,000, after tucking away bright 
14,200 last week. 

Weeds (Essaness) (1,200; $1.10- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Only 
the matinees are slightly off, but total 
still brilliant at $16,000, with last 
week about the same. 


COODMAN-‘WOLF N. Y.’ 
GOOD $12,000, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 20. 


(Best Exploitatien: Circle) 
With pressure relieved on other 








houses by the lull in ‘Gone With the} 


Wind, theatre managers now have 
gly Lent to use as an alibi for me- 

locre biz. ‘Gone,’ in the fourth 
week at Loew’s, still leads in the dol- 
lar tally, though about 30% under 
the Sg established opening week. 
ui is 


only vaudfilm house in Fair $14,000. 


perking up again, with 
dman on stage and ‘Wolf 


+> 


40)—‘Swiss Family’ (RKO) and ‘In- 
visible Stripes’ (WB). Not helped 
much by local publicity; under-par 

800. Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ 
(RKO) and ‘Married Love’ (RKO), 
weak $5,300. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Chickadee’ (U) and ‘Honey- 
moon Deferred’ (U). Perking up 
with okay $8,000. Last week, ‘N 
York’ (20th) and ‘Young Feel’ (20th), 
weak $6,600. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th week). Slipping 
to $15,000, but still 100% over aver- 
age for house. Last week, same pic 
began the deadline with $28,000. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Wolf N. Y.” (Rep) and Benny Good- 
man orch on stage. Profitable $12.- 
000. Last week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) and 
Dick Powell heading vaude, okay 


‘SWISS FAMILY’ 
GOOD $330 
INLVILLE 


Louisville, Feb. 20. 

After three weeks’ hectic b.o. ac- 
tivity, with ‘Gone With the Wind’ at 
Loew’s State pulling practically 
everybody in who could rake up the 
necessary admish price, and ‘Fighting 
69th’ at Mary Anderson, pacing 
along as a potent running mate, biz 
| has settled down to normal this 
stanza. ‘Gone’ goes into Brown Fri- 
| day (23) at same prices, 75c and 
$1.26, after skipping a week to prop- 
erly advertise moveover. 

Lineup currently is all double-bills, 
with Mary Anderson falling in line, 
after long stretch of singles. Product 
on current stanza just about average, 
with no particular standouts. ‘Swiss 
Family Robinson,’ at Strand, rates 
better than average, but otherwise 
double-billers are pointing toward 
so-so takes. 

Polack Bros.’ 








fraternal circus 
Monday (19) under Kosair Shrine 
auspices. Set for seven days, with 
five matinees. General admish is 
44c, with 600 seats reserved for col- 
ored patrons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40)—‘Little New York’ 
(20th) and ‘Young Feel’ (20th). Fair 
On moveover for around $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par) and 
‘Married Love’ (RKO), miled $1,600. 

Kentacky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Blondie’ (Col). 
Anticipates good $1,500. Last week, 
‘Day-Time Wife’ (20th) and ‘Rulers 
Sea’ (Par), well on the bright side 
with excellent $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Man Dakota’ (M-G) and 
‘Convicted Woman’ (Col). So-so pair 
bringing house back to normal after 
three unusual weeks with ‘Gone.’ 
Current pair won't grab any hefty 

(Continued on page 14) 


‘NEW YORK’-‘CHAN’ DUAL 


‘FAIR $14,000 IN B’KLYN 











Brooklyn, Feb. 20. 

Two major magnets in the down- 
|town sector are Loew’s Metropolitan, 
| showing ‘Gone with Wind,’ a third 
| week, and Fabian Paramount, off to 
snappy start with ‘Fighting 69th’ and 
|‘Money to Burn.’ Second week of 
‘His Girl Friday’ and ‘All Women 
Have Secrets’ at Fabian Fox will be 
profitable. 

Strand and Albee look to moderate 
returns, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Little 
New York’ (20th) and ‘Chan Panama’ 
| (20th) plus new March of Time. 
Last week, ‘Married 
| Wife’ (20th) and ‘Invisible Wife’ (U), 
| plus Louis-Godoy fight film, nice 





nny 
of New York.’ Indiana is stacking a| $16,000 


few blue chips with ‘My Little Chick- 
adee’ and ‘Honeymoon Deferred,’ 
with the first pic helping the ante. 
cle copped extra art and reader 
space in newspapers with personal 
Ppearance on stage of Terry Kil- 
urn, 12-year-old rey oe in ‘Swiss 
tomily Robinson.’ Also had radio in- 
tview on WFBM., 


Estimates for This Week 


qopPoe (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
Fear "Qoth).” (20th) and ‘Young 
(WEY okay $2,300. Last week, ‘69th’ 
week. and ‘Man Talk’ (20th), second 
town, soune ae and third week in 

ele (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 


| Fox (4,089: 25-35-50)—‘Girl Friday’ 
| (Col) and ‘Women Secrets’ (Par) (2d 
| wk.) Pair will get good $14,500. 
| Last week’s gate strong $20,000. 

Met (3,618; 75-$1.10)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). As strong as the day it 
‘opened. Will get excellent $35,000. 
Last week, ditto. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-35-50)—‘69th’ 
(WB) and ‘Money Burn’ (Rep). Will 
bring in booming $28,000. Last week, 
|‘Remember Night’ (Par) and ‘Man 
| Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th), excellent $20,- 





Moveover from In- 000 


| Strand (2,870; 25-35-40) — ‘Congo 
| Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
|(M-G). Uneventful $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Son Guilty’ (Col) and ‘Oh 
Johnny’ (U), so-so $4,000. 


opened at Jefferson County Armory | & 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Feb. 22 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G (10th wk.). 

Capitel—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (10th wk.). 

Cente r—‘Pinocchio’ 
(3d wk.). 

Criterion—‘Man from Dakota’ 
(M-G) (21). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Globe—‘Convicted Woman’ 
(Col) (24). 

Music Hall—‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 24) 

Paramount—‘Sidewalks of 
London’ (Par) (2d wk.). 

Rialto—‘Chump at Oxford’ 
(UA) (19). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rivoli—‘Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (5th wk.). 

Roxy—Of Mice and Men’ 
(20th) (2d wk.). , 

Strand—‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet’ (WB) (23). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 7) 

Week of Feb. 29 

Aster—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (11th wk.). 

Capitel—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (ilth wk.). 


(RKO) 


Center—‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) 
(4th wk.). 

Criterien—‘Wolf of New York’ 
(Rep) (28). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 24) 

Glebe—‘Castle on the Hudson’ 
(WB) (2). 

Music Hall—‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Seventeen’ (Par) 
ag in Current Issue) 

Rialto—‘Hell’s Angels’ (Astor) 
(reissue) (26). 

Rivoli—Grapes of Wrath’ 
(20th) (6th wk.). 

Strand—‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet’ (WB) (2d wk.). 


LIGHT FAILIN 
IN CINCY, $8,500 


Cincinnati, Feb. 20. 

General biz of front-line cinemas 
a shade better than last week. Top 
rosser currently is ‘Broadway Mel- 
ody of 1940,’ which is registering an 
excellent Albee mark. Other fresh 
releases are down under; ‘Light 
Failed,’ a Palace no-dicer, and the 
Lyric is floundering on combo ‘Char- 
lie McCarthy, Detective,’ and ‘Oh, 
Johnny.’ é 

Smallie Family is having one of 
its biggest takes in months, the b.o. 
sock coming from the Louis-Godoy 
scrap film. 

‘Gone’ is in ninth and final week at 
the Capitol and has to its credit 
Cincy’s all-time record for a major 
stay, admissions and gross. Pulled 
$174,000 in first eight weeks, and 
only in the closing fortnight did it 
fail to lead the town. ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ starts grind run at the Capi- 
tol Thursday (22) at 42-60-cent scale. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42) — 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Excel- 
lent $14,000. Last week, ‘69th’ (WB), 
swell $13,500. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1-$1.50) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (9th wk). Great 
$12,000 for finale. Same figure last 
week (8th). Pulled $174,000 in first 
eight weeks. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Women Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Legion! 
Lawless’ (RKO), split with ‘Thou! 
Shalt Kill’ (Rep) and Louis-Godoy 
fight pic. Scrap film a b.o. wallop in 
last half, upping take to socko $2.800 
for theatre’s best biz in months. Last | 
week, ‘Emergency Squad’ (Par) and 
‘Escape Paradise’ (RKO), split with 
‘Gentlemen Arizona’ (Mono) and 
‘Danger Wheels’ (U), okay $2,200. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘69th’ (WB). Transferred from Albee 
for second week. $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Brother Rat Baby’ (WB), 
perked in last half to $5.000, good. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—:Char- 
lie McCarthy’ (U) and ‘Oh, Johnny’ 
(U), dual. Disappointing $3,200. 
oman’ (M-G) (2d 














Last week, ‘Take 
run), slow $3,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42) — 
‘Light Failed’ (Par). Dim $8,500. 


Last week, ‘Vigil Night’ (RKO), sad 


$8,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 42-60)— 
‘Carters’ (Par) and Johnny (Scat) 
Davis orch topping vaude. Limp 
$9,500. Ditto last week with “Music 
Heart’ (Col) and Dead End Kids 
heading five-act bill. 


20th’s Hula Film 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
20th-Fox goes Hawaiian in ‘Song | 
of the Islands,’ a drama of Waikiki | 
with native music. 
Gene Markey is assigned as as- 











sociate producer, Jules Furthman | 


| developing the story. | 


| Kids’ (Mono). 


— 
—— 


Bliz and 
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Driz Fizzle Broadway Biz 
But ‘Mice’ Big $53,000; Disney 2d, 376, 
‘Sidewalks’-Lamour Snag $41,000 





. (Best Exploitation: Roxy) 

A heavy snowstorm wrought havoc 
with business all day Wednesday 
(14) in New York, and Monday (19) 
was no help either with a 24-hour 
rainstorm. On top of the 71-inch 
snowfall Thursday and Friday (15- 
16) business was injured to some 
extent by traffic difficulties and a 
decimation of suburban trade, but 
the weekend proved good. Washing- 
ton’s Birthday tomorrow (Thurs.), 
with holiday prices prevailing, will 
go a long way toward balancing the 
scales except for pictures that have 
departed by then. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ on which 
United Artists and the Roxy did a 
swell exploitation - advertising - pub- 
licity job, is commanding special at- 
tention, although some other shows, 
including holdovers, are nicely in 
the profit columns in spite of the 
weather drawbacks. ‘Mice’ will hit 
around $53,000, big, and holds over. 
The elaborate campaign on the pic- 
ture was begun at Christmas time 
by UA and included use of radio. 
Advertising on the film is carrying 
the author, John Steinbeck, as the 
lad who wrote ‘Grapes of Wrath,’ 
now in its fifth week at the Rivoli, 
where it’s a sock money-getter. 

Paramount ran_ full-face _ into 
Wednesday’s blizzard in opening 
‘Sidewalks of London,’ with Dorothy 

our in person, but it emerged 
on the first week ending last night 
(Tues.) at a good $41,000. Show holds 
another week, to be succeeded by 
‘Seventeen’ and Glenn Mifller. 

‘Fighting 69th,’ on its fourth and 
final week at the Strand, is still 
strong. With the holiday tomorrow 
(Thurs.) it should hit $33,000 or 
thereabouts, very gooa. The picture 
that has been running neck-and- 
neck with it, ‘Grapes,’ today (Wed.) 
begins its fifth week. The fourth, 
against Steinbeck at the Roxy which 
may have cut in a little, was $32,000, 
excellent 

‘Pinocchio’ is below expectations 
at the Center. Held down by the 
snowstorm, it finished its first seven 
days at $45,000, and on the second, 
socked by the rain Monday (19), will 
be only $37,000 or near. The third 
by begins with tomorrow’s holi- 

y. 
‘I Take This Woman’ is holding 
the Music Hall down a good distance, 
weather and everything else, includ- 
ing reviews, keeping the dollars to 
$60,000 or less. House opens ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’ tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Up to yesterday afternoon 
(Tues.) reservations for mezz seats 
were over average. 

State may hit $20,000 or near with 
‘Farmer’s Daughter’ and John Boles, 
mildish. House was given this pic- 
ture by Paramount in lieu of ‘Gulli- 
ver’s Travels’ skipping the down- 
town house second-run, latter pic- 
ture going into the Loew nabes in- 
stead this week. ‘Gull’ had four 
downtown weeks at the Par. 
‘Chump at Oxford’ opened good at 
the Rialto Monday (19) and through 
the holiday may climb to $8,000 or so. 
Metro is springing advance ads on 
‘Young Mr. Edison,’ based on the 
picture’s world preem at Port Huron, 
Mich., birthplace of Thomas Edison. 
The ads say ‘Edison’ will be shown 
in New York next month. National 
release date is March 15. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 


Capiteh (4,250; 75-$1.10-$1.65)— | 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (10th week). Down! 
considerably due to weather and ex- 
tension of run at $55,000 on the ninth | 
week, concluded last night (Tues.), | 
but still big dough in anybody’s lan- | 
guage. The prior (8th) semester was | 
$63,000. 

Center (3,381; 25-40-65-85-99-$1.10) 
— ‘Pinocchio’ (RKO-Disney) (2d 
week). Though by all standards a' 
lot of dollars at $45,000 last week | 
(1st) and $37,000 or a bit under cur- | 
rently on holdover, for this highly- 
publicized and advertised Disney | 
item it is disappointing business. Nut 
the first week, including advance of 
$16,000, kept the profits down sharp- 
ly. House is getting 30% of the 
gross to keep open and staffed. 

Criterion 
from Dakota’ (M-G). Opens today 
(Wed.) following sad week with 
‘Carters’ (Par), under $4,000. In 
ahead of that, ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) 
okay $8,500. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘East Side 
Not so good, $6,000. | 
Last week, ‘British 
(WB), $5,000, weak. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Invisible 
Stripes’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Honey- 
moon Preferred’ (RKO) (ist run), | 
doubled. Maybe $7,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Married His Wife’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Philo Vance’ (WB) (lst 
run), plus Louis-Godoy fite films, 
$8,500, good. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Sidewalks London’ (Par) and, on 
stage, Dorothy Lamour, Dick Stabile 








band (2d-final week). First week 
ended last night (Tues.), and with 
boost through advertised preview of 
‘Seventeen,’ initial seven days ended 
at $41,000, good. In ahead, ‘Geron- 
imo’ (Par) and Matty Malneck-Van 
Alexander bands, $30,000, o.k. profit 
in view of low nut on iw. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—"Take This Woman’ 
(M-G) and stage show. A shock 
booking and no dice, $60,000 or un- 
der, very disappointing. Last week, 
‘Family Robinson’ (RKO), $67,000, 
also not good. ‘Abe Lincoln* (RKO) 
opens Washington's Birthday. 


Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Chump at 
Oxford’ (UA). Brought in Monday 
(19) and started out good, possibly 
$8,000 on the week, considerabl 
over average. Last week ‘Double 
Trouble’ (RKO) and Louis-Godoy 
fight pictures, $8,500. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Grapes’ (20th) (5th week). Still go- 
Ing strong but now has John Stein- 
beck against himself at the Roxy in 
‘Of Mice.’ The fourth week, ending 
last night (Tues.) was $32,000, very 
yn following third stanza’s sock 
° 000. 

Rexy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) —‘Of 
Mice’ (UA) and stage show. But for 
Monday’s (19) rain would be bigger 
but still smashing through for high 
coin at $53,000 or thereabouts. Holds 
over. Last week, second for ‘Little 
Old New York’ (20th), $31,000, o.k. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Farmer’s 
Daughter’ (Par) (Ist run) and John 
Boles in person. Draught light at 
$20,000 or below that, though some 
profit. Last week ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
— Chester Morris, $23,000, rather 


good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99) — 
‘69th’ (WB) and Paul Whiteman 
(4th-final week). Getting the benefit 
of tomorrow’s holiday, should close 
out at $33,000 or around that, excel- 
lent, but will not stay on. Last week 
(3d) was $40,000, big. New show 
Friday (30) is ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic 
Bullet?’ (WB) and Tommy Tucker. 
On the four weeks’ run ‘69th,’ 
backed by a swell exploitation job, 
will have drawn $176,300, based on 
a final $33,000 stanza. That’s hand- 
some profit, 














SNOWS SLOUGH 
PITT: ‘WOMAN’ 
N.G. $14,000 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 

Weather’s the alibi this week, and 
it’s the best chance the boys have 
ever had to use that one. Biggest 
snow in ae history—20 inches— 
fell last week to tie town into knots, 
and another lulu followed Sunday 
(18) to tangle traffic snarl even worse 
and set back biz again. 

Only ‘Gone With the Wind,’ at 
Warner, is successfully withstanding 
pressure, but even it is falling off 
just a shade with all the gone | 








$2.20)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (10th week). | 
On the ninth week ending last night | 
(Tues.) again capacity, $22,700. 


(1,662; 25-40-65)—‘Man | $6 


ntelligence’ | f 


from the elements. Climbing bac 
just a bit this week, however, Only 
Lamarr-Tracy names are giving ‘I 
Take This Woman’ a smell-in at 
Penn on heels of brutal notices, and 
Benny Davis, with ‘Light That 
Failed,’ while no great shakes, is at 
least holding to previous Benny 
Goodman figure. Although ‘His Girl 
Friday’ isn’t up to expectatons at 
Alvin, management is allowing for 
weather and will keep comedy hit 
for second week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col). This one has 
everything, names and lots of com- 
edy, and drew raves everywhere. 
Weather, of course, kicking it, but, 
considering that, $8,000 won’t be too 
bad. Good enough, in fact, to squeeze 
out second week here. Last week, 
‘Mice and Men’ (UA), hailed on all 
sides as one of the finest, but snow- 
igh] nipped it in bud. Less than 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700: 25-40) 
—‘Little New York’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Gets five days in second week, mak- 
ing way on Washington’s Birthday 
(22) for ‘Little Chickadee’ (U). On 
abbreviated h.o., looks like around 
$2,800. Just fair. Last week, $6,700, 
air. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—Take Woman’ (M-G). Only Snen- 
cer Tracy and Hedy Lamarr saving 
this one. Bally should help it to 
$14,000, but that’s no biz for such a 
pretentious film and cast. Last week, 
‘69th’ (WB), was riding high when 
storm crashed, and picture broke to 


$16,500. 
Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘69th’ 
(WB) and Louis-Godoy fight. Looks 


(Continued on page 14) 
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Paramount Buys Air 
Time for B’way House; 
20th-Fox Ditto Roxy 


Paramount Pictures has bought 
three 15 minute periods per week on 
jhe recorded ‘Make-Believe-Ball- 
room’ program on WNEW, N. Y. to 
exploit films appearing at its Para- 
mount theatre, Broadway, N. Y. 
showcase. Contract becomes effec- 
tive March 4 and Is for one year. 
Buchanan agented. 

20th Century-Fox also extended a 
spot announcement contract it had 
with the same outlet to cover 52 
weeks, Fox will use a minimum of 51 
blurbs through the year at various 
times for pictures being shown at 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y. Agreement 
is retroactive to Jan. 31 when Roxy 
showed and blurbed on WNEW 
‘Little Old New York.’ Kayton 
Spiero Co. agented. 


LOEW’S BOSTON P.AS 
SET RECORD ON ‘GONE’ 


Boston, Feb. 20. 

Loew’s publicity office here chalk- 
ed up a record for itself during the 
eight-week run of ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ - 

Here are some of the statistics on 
exploitation in the Boston area alone: 

Forty thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-two lines of newspaper pub- 
licity. 

Five front-page picture-story lay- 
outs, 

Six full pages of pictures and copy. 

Sixteen feature layouts. 

Three editorials. 

Thirty-two window tieups. 











Niagara C. of C. Ties 
In With ‘Husbands’ 


Tieup has been made by Columbia 
for ‘Too Many Husbands’ to be used 





By John C. Flinn 


It started as a publicity stunt, the idea of initial 
showings of feature films in cities sprinkled over the 
far-flung American landscape. Now it has become rou- 
tine showmanship. Premiere spots are carefully chosen 
by publicity departments as the background to create a 
maximum of local interest, which is heated to the boil- 
ing point, and then conveyed through radio and news- 
paper mediums to the distant corners of the country. 

Some of these ballyhoos have been naturals. Where 
the story of the film and its principal screen characters 
are indigenous to the locale selected for the buildup, 
the exploitation possesses all the advantages of spon- 
taniety. The publicity boys are becoming expert in 
arranging these affairs. They have mastered the art 
of pageantry. With urging in the right places they 
have marshalled educational and industrial interests, 
and entire communities have turned out to witness 
parades and displays, locally promoted, in the cause of 
a good film. 

There has been a succession of promotions along 
these lines, starting with the ‘Dodge City’ festivities in 
the frontier Kansas town of that name nearly a year 
ago. The Warner publicity staff, under S. Charles 
Einfeld, left none of the arrangements to chance. Not 
one, but four state governors, from adjacent common- 
wealths, graced the occasion and each was given his 
quota of time on the microphone to spread the gospel 
of frontier chivalry. 

Soon after, the Paramount crew took over Omaha 
and turned back the calendar 75 years to the date of 
completion of the Union Pacific, in the commendable 
interest of the film of that name. ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
had its premiere in Atlanta; ‘Young Abe Lincoln,’ at 
Springfield, Ill.; ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Washington’ and 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ at the national capital, and 
‘Young Tom Edison’ at Port Huron, Mich. 

Newest angle of this type of exploitation was the 
appearance at the top of amusement advertising col- 
umns in the New York Sunday newspapers (18) of 
an announcement of the Port Huron ceremonies, with 
the statement that ‘Young Tom’ would be presented in 
New York ‘sometime next month’, No theatre was 
mentioned. 

It was smart advertising that served to keep fresh 
in the public’s mind the series of Edison celebrations 
which had been arranged on the inventor’s birthday 
by the Metro publicity staff. 


MIKE SHEA’S THEORY 


First time space in metropolitan newspapers was 
purchased for the express purpose of telling of some 
theatrical event in a distant city is unrecorded, but a 
notable instance took place in 1922. Sid Grauman 
startled New York theatrical circles by inserting in the 
metropolitan press a display advertisement of the open- 
ing.of his new theatre, the Egyptian, on Hollywood 
boulevard. The film announced for the premiere was 
Douglas Fairbanks in ‘Robin Hood’. 

In the years of his management of the Egyptian, and 
later the Chinese theatre, Grauman pulled exploitation 
stunts which intrigued the trade and public. In the 
‘Robin Hood’ display, he incorporated a box of type, 
listing railroad fare, round trip from New York to 
Hollywood, hotel rates on the west coast and the price 
of admission to the Egyptian. 

Which suggests another famous film premiere—this 
time, however, without benefit of any advance adver- 
tising. The story is told as illustrative of the show- 
manship of the late Mike Shea, of Buffalo. 

Arriving at his new Hippodrome theatre one Sunday 
afternoon and expecting to see a crowd of patrons, 
Shea discovered the auditorium practically empty. The 
feature film was a new attraction on which consider- 
able money had been spent in advance advertising. 

He called over the house manager who had no ex- 
planation for the near-empty house. The public evi- 
dently didn’t care for the attraction. 

‘Have you any other film in the house?’ asked Shea. 

‘Yes, there’s a can sent over last night by one of the 
film exchanges. Representative said he would be in 
later and arrange for a private showing.’ 

‘Put it on the screen,’ said Shea. 

Within a few minutes a startled audience viewed 
the abrupt termination of one picture and the main 
title of another. The new film was ‘Tillie’s Punctured 
Romance,’ starring Charles Chaplin and Marie Dressler. 
Within an hour and a half the theatre was full. By 
early evening the lobby was jammed with standouts. 
There was no advance advertising; no lobby display. 
Only a hastily printed card at the boxoffice window. 

Film salesmen and exploitation men for years found 
it difficult to convince Shea to participate in heavy 
advance advertising appropriations. He always clung 
to his experience with ‘Tillie’s Punctured Romance’. 

The public, he said, is smarter than the showman. 








Gov't Exams 


Continued from page 4 


stock 7,603,107 shares, of 
103,107 are preferred no par value, 
and 7,500,000 are common $5 par. Out- 
standing stock is all the preferred 
and 3,801,344 common, less 100,254 
shares in. the treasury. The rights 
of the stock are then listed. Thirty- | 
one exchanges are listed, and ques-| 
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| 











by the Chamber of Commerce of 
Niagara Falls, N. Y., as the principal 
weapon in a spring campaign to 
bring ‘second honeymooners’ to the 
traditional spot. C. of C. and the 
studio will time national advertising 
to complement each other. 

When the Wesley Ruggles pro- 
duced picture is shown in Niagara, 
plans are for the whole city to go 
on a ‘second honeymoon.’ Campaign 
was set by Myer P. Beck, eastern 
rep of the Russell Birdwell office, 
which is handling special exploita- 
tion on the picture in behalf of 
Ruggles. 


Irwin Shaw’s UA Chore 


Irwin Shaw entrained Monday (19) 
for Hollywood on a one-picture deal 








tions 5-8 deemed confidential, and 
the answer of 9-13 is none. 


WB lists all corporations in which | 
it has any financial interest includ- | 
ing film laboratories, lithograph and 
posters, accessories, music publish- 
ers, broadcasting, cellulose, sound 
recording and _ Brunswick-Balke- 
Collender Co. of Chicago. | 

RKO Radio Pictures, Radio-Keith- | 
Orpheum Corp., Keith-Albee-Or- 
pheum, Pathe News, Van Beuren 
Corp., RKO Proctor and RKO Mid- 


| 1938, 





west next on the list. RKO Radio 
Pictures, Inc., was incorporated July 
7, 1921, in Delaware under the name 
of R-C Pictures Corp. In 1930 the 
mame was changed to its present 
title; 26 exchanges are listed, to- 
gether with 12 officers and seven 
directors; authorized stock 213,975 
shares, no par value, and the out- 
standing stock is 212,272 shares. 


Fixed indebtedness as of Sept. 1, 











100% interest or control are listed, 
plus Orpheum Circuit Booking Corp., 
Radio City, Inc., Radio City The- 
atres Corp., RKO Western Vaudeville 


| Exchange, Mort H. Singer Theatres 


Corp., operating 10 subsidiaries in 
Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota and Ne- 
braska, and Stadium Theatres Corp. 
The company has 27,000 stock- 
holders. 

Pathe News, Inc., listing its profits 
for 1935 had a gross of $1,756,294 
and profit of $5,907. In 1936 the gross 
was $1,724,505 and net loss was $241. 
In 1937 the gross was $1,729,627 and 
profit was $63,011, and in 1938 the 
gross was $1,755,079, profit being 
$97,197. 

Scully’s Autobiog 


William A. Scully, general sales 
manager of Universal Pictures since 
was examined before trial 
Wednesday (14) by Wright in con- 
nection with the Government anti- 
trust action against the major film 
companies. Scully is the third ex- 
ecutive to be examined, and his testi- 
mony was the most extensive to date. 

Scully testified that he entered the 
film business in 1917 as a salesman 
for Famous Players-Lasky in New 
| Haven and traced his gradual climb. 
| First run accounts are negotiated 
| with first, he stated, before the sec- 
ond and subsequent runs are touched. 
Then, Wright turned to Universal’s 
accounts in 36 key cities. Running 
| down the list, Scully answered ques- 





with the Loew-Lewin production | 1939, is $4,163,869, secured by an open} tions as to which exhibitor showed 


unit of United Artists. 


Shaw will do an original from an 
idea L-L have in mind. He will 
probably only discuss it on his visit, 
returning to New York to do the 
actual writing. 





Star’s Santa Bally 


Dallas, Feb. 20. 

With babies in at least 17 homes 
in and near this city having been 
named for Linda Darnell, native, 
20th-Fox is expected to send the star- 
let out on a goodwill tour to this 
area soon. 

Stunt is to have her visit les en- 
fants, bearing suitable gifts, working 
in a little vacation trip to the home 
town on the side. 





POLLING LOUIS-GODOY 


San Antonio, Feb. 20. 
Due to the difference in current 
opinion on the outcome of the Louis- 
Godoy championship fight, the Em- 
pire, showing the fight pictures, dis- 
tributed scoring cards to all who 
entered the house, 
Interstate is planning to poll these 
results after they see the picture. 


mortgage of 5% to the extent of 
$3,200,000 on the studio in California 
and $963,899 on the Pathe Studio. 
There are no current loans. RKO 
Orpheum Corp. is a creditor to the 
extent of $17,510,582. 


RKO’s Yearly Grosses 


Gross income from production and 
distribution in 1935 was $25,127,480, 
with the net profits $589,246. 

In 1936 it was $27,730,353, with the 
net profit $893,580. 

In 1937 it was $29,242,298, net loss 
$236,908. In 1938 it was $34,985,901, 
net loss was $1,247,553. 

RKO Orpheum lists seven officers 
and 14 directors, authorized stock 
4,500,000 shares of common with no 
par value, and 2,577,554 is outstand- 
ing. The fixed indebtedness is $50,- 
000,000 principal amount of 6% se- 
cured gold notes. (This is of Sept. 
1, 1939.) The new company as of 
January 5, 1940, has no fixed indebt- 
edness. 

After listing 20 stockholders, the 
company declares that in 1935 the 
gross income was $1,212,389, with 
$3,154 in earnings or profits; 1936, 
$2,234,423, with the profits $1,161,168; 
1937, $1,679,437 and the _ profit 
$771,878, and in 1938, $1,402,602, profit 
$273,497, 





| Universal’s pictures in each of these 
| cities, the names of the theatres in- 
| volved, whether any negotiations 
| were conducted with anyone else for 
| first run situations, how long each 
| contract was for, how long each had 
been in existence, and who nego- 
tiated the contracts, both for Uni- 
versal and the exhibitor. 


Scully declared that the factors to 
be taken into consideration in de- 
termining a first-run were the loca- 
tion of a theatre, its ability to pay 
film rental, size of the theatre, and 
method of its operation. He ad- 
mitted that policy may also have a 
good deal to do with granting a 
first-run such as a single feature, 
vaudeville, giveaways, admission 
prices, etc. Admission prices, the 
sales manager declared, are involved 
in the contract for exhibition. This 
includes the minimum admission 
prices. 

Universal does not take into con- 
sideration the ownership of a thea- 
tre in selling runs, Scully declared. 
Nor is the company interested in the 
theatre’s business affiliations. How- 
ever, he did admit that in selling 
first runs it was necessary to take 
into consideration what theatres the 
first-run account had, in second or 
subsequent runs. As a result of this 





Subsidiaries in which RKO has 


(aioe eee ieee 


admission Wright attempted vainly 


to get Scully to admit that affiliated 
theatres are preferred over unaf- 
filiated ones, basing his argument on 
the fact that affiliated theatres could 
guarantee much more to Universal in 
total than a single theatre. 


Contracts Sold Singly 


Scully readily admitted interest in 
the exhibitor who could give the 
company its largest return, but de- 
nied the balance of the questions. 
In this regard Wright pointed out 
that many contracts are made with 
RKO, and asked if they are not ne- 
gotiated in bulk. The witness ad- 
mitted negotiations over a period of 
time, but declared that each spot is 
sold singly. 

Clearance, Scully went on to say, is 
negotiated by each branch manager 
and is fixed by custom. Location of 
a theatre, ability to pay, policies and 
location are the factors taken into 
consideration in determining clear- 
ance. No consideration is given to 
what clearance other major distrib- 
utors may have given a particular 
theatre, although most clearances 
are approximately the same. Al- 
most half of Universal’s product sold 
on a selective basis in first runs may 
be rejected and have to be shown at 
some other theatre. Scully declared 
that no difference in selection is to 
be found in second runs or fifth or 
sixth runs. He cited the Clifton and 
Beverley theatres of N. Y. as ex- 
amples of subsequent run theatres 
with selective contracts. 

He declared that there was no dif- 
ference between his method of sell- 
ing pictures for Metro and for Uni- 
versal, although Universal is a harder 
proposition as Metro makes more 
good pictures than Universal does. 
Scully emphatically denied that 
while with Loew’s he had ever no- 
ticed any signs of reciprocity be- 
tween Loew’s and Paramount. He 
refused to admit or deny that Para- 
mount, for example, would rather 
buy Loew’s pictures than Universal’s, 
not because of a difference in prod- 
uct, but because Universal possessed 
no theatres for the exhibition of 
Paramount films. 


Dodges Divorcement Query 

Scully admitted a three-month 
possession of a theatre in 1920. Since 
then he has had no theatre inter- 
ests. He refused, like his prede- 
cessors on the stand, to answer any 
questions dealing with whether he 
believed a producer should own the- 
atres, 

Asked for a definition of franchise, 
the sales manager declared, ‘You sell 
your soul away.’ He admitted sell- 
ing for more than a single season to 
some exhibitors. He declared a key 
city in his estimation was a city 
where Universal had an exchange. 





This eliminates Brooklyn, Newark, 
Houston, St. Paul and Baltimore 





UA Ties Up S-H Dailies 
For ‘Best Son’ Contest 
With ‘My Son’ Film 


Tieup has been made by United 
Artists with Scripps-Howard papers 
throughout the country and other 
sheets on a ‘best son’ contest in con. 
nection with release of Edward 
Small’s ‘My Son, My Son.’ National 
winner of the title will be awarded 


a full four-year scholarship plus ex. 
penses to any university or prep 
school of his choice by UA and 
Small. 

Plan worked out by Monroe Green. 
thal, exploitation chief, entails selec. 
tion in each community of a ‘best 
son’ by local judges. Boys will be 
sent by theatres in which they are 
selected to regional semi-finals in 
San Francisco, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Denver, Cleveland, Dallas and New 
York. Lists of additional prizes to 
local winners are being worked out 
in advertising tieups by participat- 
ing theatres and UA exploitation 
men. 

Feature of the idea is that nomi- 
nation of a boy must be accompanied 
by a ballot signed by at least 25 
townspeople, Thus if 300 boys are 
entered 7,500 persons have been di- 
rectly contacted and interested in 
‘My Son, My Son,’ it is figured. Pic- 
ture will be released March 22. 


LINDEN, BALTO, GETS 
BETTER PIX, SUIT OFF 


Baltimore, Feb. 20. 

Complaint of the Linden theatre 
against major producers and distribs, 
filed in U. S. district court here in an 
effort by the house to obtain first 
runs in its neighborhood, was withe 
drawn last week. Theatre will con- 
tinue to play second runs, but 
reached an out-of-court compromise 
with the film companies by which it 
will have clearance on previous runs 
reduced. 

Linden wound up the litigation by 
signing for Warner, RKO, United 
Artists and Paramount product. 














Deny Anti-Trust Dismissal 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 

A motion to dismiss a suit against 
eight major picture producing com- 
panies and 18 other defendants was 
denied here last week by Federal 
Judge R. M. Gibson, who directed 
the defendants to file an answer to 
the complaint that they conspired to 
injure a group of Eria, Pa., theatre 
owners. 

Original complaint was filed by 
United Exhibitors, Inc., Penn State 
Theatre Corp., and four others who 
charged the film distributors had 
prevented them from _ obtaining 
product ‘in time to make a profit’. 
They alleged ‘an unfair combination’ 
in violation of the Sherman anti- 
trust law and the Clayton Act. The 
action to dismiss the suit was 
brought only by the operators of the 
Aris and Colonial theatres in Erie. 

Defendants include Par, Loew’s, 
RKO, WB, 20th-Fox, UA, Col and U. 





‘Portrait’ for Moss 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Jack Moss, currently editing ‘The 
Biscuit Eater,’ his first producer job 
at Paramount, has been assigned to 
‘Portrait of a Mother’ as his second 
chore. 
Robert Carson and Ermgard von 
Cube are doing the screen play. 





Plug on the Hoof 


New dance created to plug Co- 
lumbia’s forthcoming ‘Too Many 
Husbands’ was given its initial work- 
out at a socialite party at the Stork 
Club, N. Y., Sunday (18) night. 

Principal feature is that two men 
dance with one girl. 


—) 





from the Government’s list of Uni- 
versal’s key cities. 

He admitted selling five pictures 
separately over the past two years. 
They were ‘Dark Rapture,’ ‘Mikado, 
‘Green Hell,’ and two other British 
productions never delivered. The 
reasons for selling separately were 
due to the arrival of the prints after 
the start of the season. Scully left 
during the. week for a Florida va 
cation, 
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Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 

Last week’s heavy blizzard and a 
couple of days of steady rain doesn’t 
seem to be putting any crimp in 
downtown b.o.’s. Despite the slush, 
strong product is proving a powerful 
magnet to the customers. ‘ 

‘Gone With the Wind’ as usual is 
leading the league with only a 
slight slackening of the pace as it 
rounds the fifth lap. Among the 
other strongies in the h.o. column 
are ‘Girl Friday’ and ‘Fighting 69th.’ 

Doing a neat bow-in is ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1940’ and ‘Man from Da- 


= Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘vigil Night’ (RKO) (2d_ wk.). 
Skidding somewhat after a hefty 
opening sesh and will net about 
$8,700. Last week was good for 
hefty $15,500. ‘Swiss Family Robin- 
son’ (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Wednesday ). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—‘Victor Herbert’ { 

(2d wk.). Looks like a nice $3,000 
for fourth week downtown. Last 
week's take profitable $4,300. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 86-1.14-1.71)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (5th wk.). Looks 
strong enough to run _ indefinitely, 
with sweet $28,000 for round five. 
Last week’s take super $29,000 for 
two-a-day showings. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 75-1.14)—‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (5th wk.). An almost in- 
significant drop for this canto, with 

golden stream of $37,400 in sight. 
tan week's take totalled $38,000. 

Fox (2,423; 32-42-57-68 )—‘Remem- 
ber Night’ (Par). Nothing sensa- 
tional, but still in black with fair 
$14,800. Last week, ‘69th’ (WB), 
solid $12,100 for third canto. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-68) 


—Girl Friday’ (Col) (2d run) (2d | tracting 
garnering the folding} nocturnal reserved seat sale solid; 
money with bullish $4,900 for its | daytime shows off only a bit. Should 
Last week, | ring up solid $34,000 after oka 


wk.). Still 


fourth week downtown. 
big $7,300. 


Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 32-42-57-68) | for first two rounds, 


s-69th’ (WB) (2d run). Still pack- 
ing a punch after five weeks in the 
center-city sector. 
$5,600. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ 
(Par), light $4,200. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-68) 
Broadway Melody’ (M-G). 
— combo’s b.o. draft 
ooks good for hefty $16,300. Last 
week, ‘Little New York’ (20th), fair 
$14,600. 

Stanton (WB) 
‘Man Dakota’ (M-G). Beery name 
on marquee is enough to send this 
western up to swell $6,100. Last 
week, addition of Louis-Godoy fight 
film hypoed take for ‘McCarthy, De- 
tective’ (U) to bullish $7,200. 





i i 5 | 55)—‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G). Pointing 
Lincoln Price War Looms: to okay $5,000. Last week, second of 


‘Melody’ Fairish $3,400 


Lincoln, Feb. 20. 
Signal for what may develop into 
a price war here went up in the 
hewspaper ads this week, when the 
aramount-J. H. Coover theatres 


jarred the local exhibitor row with | 


prices trimmed at the Nebraska from 
40c .to 25c. top. House had been 40c. 
since embarking on policy of big 

Ims a year ago. First bill on the 
new plan is ‘Allegheny Uprising’ and 


(Par) (2d run); 





(1,457; 32-42-57 )— | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


Looks like neat} (RKO), 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 





| 


| 


‘Everything’s On Ice,’ indicating the | 


house is to be the P-JHC B-hive. 
Business is mostly fairish, as it 
was last week, although the Lincoln 
pull is okay with ‘Broadway Melody.’ 
Muni’s ‘We're Not Alone,’ at Liberty, 
and ‘Earl of Chicago,’ at Stuart, both 
heavy in theme, are droopy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Federer-Noble) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Songs, Saddles’ (Col- 
ony) and ‘Down Arkansaw’ (Rep), 


| 


| dropped to little better than half 
| that. | 


split with ‘Days Jesse James’ (Rep) | 


and ‘Miss X’ (Rep). 


Action ticket | 


buyers have taken a powder lately, | 


and this set will be lucky to get $800 
Last week’s four pictures, ‘Desperate 
rails (U) and ‘Stand Accused’ 
(Rep), split with ‘Heroes Saddle’ 
(Rep) and ‘Man Could Not Hang’ 
(Col), poor $800. 
. Liberty (Federer-Noble) (903; 10- 
— Not Alone’ (WB). Too heavy 
week. gute ire $2,600. Last 
#2100 ( ) (da wk), fair 
sincoln ( “ 
1503: Paramount - Cooper) 
M-G). Will get around $3,400 in 
eight days, just fair. Last week, 
his Woman’ (M-G), six days, $2,500, 
hot so good. 
cpsgbraska (Paramount - Cooper) 
236; 10-20-25)—‘Allegheny Upris- 
(ike (RKO) and ‘Everything's Ice’ 
KO). First double feature in a 
me and at bargain prices. May 
on-2, $3,200, okay. Last week (10- 
9-40), ‘Victor Herbert’ (Par), stayed 
— days to weak $3,400. 
ame (Paramount - Cooper) 
(Ne 86; 10-25-35) — ‘Karl Chicago’ 
M -G). Equally ponderous as the 
. unt picture; $2,700 will be under 
on break, Last week, ‘New York’ 
‘20th », average $3,500. 
‘ Varsity (Federer-Noble) (1,017: 10- 
God, uost Flyers’ (U) and Louis- 
‘Odoy fight. Likely $2,400, best here 
Nl weeks. 
tective’ 
(Mono), slim $1,600. 


10-25-40 )—Broadway Melody’ | 


| 





iver and Aladdin, and ‘City Chance’ 


Last week, ‘Private De- | (Col), after a week at each the Den- 
(WB) and ‘Calling Marines’ | ver and Aladdin, and ‘Fugitive at} 


} 





PICTURE GROSSES 








¢ Okay Pix Overcome Philly Slush: 
Powell-Astaire B.0. Combo at $16,300 


— 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . eeoveees - $2,034,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 176 thea- 
pe, chiefly first runs, including 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ..........$1,641,800 
(Based on 27 cities, 180 theatres) 


‘Marines - Hellz’ 
Unit Loud Balto 
Click at $15,000 


Baltimore, Feb. 20. 

Some shifting around here to ac- 
complish Washington Birthday open- 
ings and get the-most out of h.o.son 
hand. Fullsome layout at combo 
Hipp, consisting of ‘Marines Fly 
High,’ Godoy-Louis fight pic and 
‘Hellzafire’ stage unit, attracting 


commensurate action at b.o. Also 
good is ‘Congo Maisie’ at New. 
Fourth week of ‘Gone with the 


Wind’ is continuing remarkable pace 
set by near-capacity previous weeks 
at Loew’s Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (3,000; 75-$1.10-$1.50)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Still at- 
near-capacity trade, with 


$36,- 
000 last week and rosy total of $84,000 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Marines High’ 
plus Godoy-Louis fight pic 
and ‘Hellzafire’ stage unit. Building 
to solid $15,000 for six-day week, cut 
short to accomplish Washington 
Birthday opening (22) for new lay- 
out. Last week, ‘Earl Chicago’ 
(M-G) plus vaude headed by p.a. of 
Ezra Stone and ‘Aldrich Family,’ 
disappointing $11,800. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40 )—‘Little Chickadee’ (U). 
Opening tomorrow (Wed.) night 


after four days of ‘Charlie McCarthy’ 
(U) to uneventful $2,900. Last week, 
10 days of ‘Light Failed’ (Par), nice 
$9,300. 

New 


(Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 


‘Little New York’ (20th), good $3,900 
to bullish $6,400 in first week. 


Prov. Digs Out of Blizz; 
‘New York’ Good $8,000 


: Providence, Feb. 20. 
Main stemmers doing a quick re- 
covery act after bizzard which blitz- 
krieged midweek biz, 

‘Gone With the Wind, in its 
fourth and final week, is going out 
with a bang. Storm interrupted 
hefty biz of ‘Vigil in the Night’ at 
Albee, which warranted holdover. 
‘Fighting 69th’ shifted from Majestic 
to Carlton for third downtown week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-50)— 
‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and ‘Marines 
Fly’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fair $5,000; 
after swell $11,200 in first week. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Danger 
Wheels’ (U) (2d run). In third 
downtown week and still drawing 
them in for nice $3,500. Last week, 
‘Convicted Woman’ “—_ and ‘Vil- 
(Rep), 





lag Barn Dance’ $0-sO 
$2,500 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,0000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Oh, Johnny’ (U) and vaude. Paced 
for average $6,500. Last week, ‘Irish 
Luck’ (Mono) and Frankie Darro 
heading stage show, good $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘New York’ (20th) and ‘Young Feel’ 
(20th). Good $8,000. Last week, 
‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Danger Wheels’ (U) 
(2d wk), hefty $9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th-final wk). Adver- 
tised last week promises nice $20,- 
000. Take reached $28,000 mark in 
third week, despite blizzard, which 
practically isolated theatre for two 
days. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Sidewalks London’ (Par) and ‘Money 
Burn’ (Rep). Average $6,500 spot- 
ted. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ (Par) 
and ‘Jeepers Creepers’ (Rep), ditto. 


BWAY MELODY’ 
FORTE $14,000 
IN CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 

A south wind that mopped up the 
icy streets not only is unknotting 
winter transportation probéems, but 
also bringing downtown houses a} 
bigger suburban trade, despite Lent. 
Although ‘Gone With the Wind’ is 
still getting more of the coin on) 
fourth episode, holding No. 1 place} 
for Stillman, ‘Broadway Melody of 
’40’ is singing robustly enough at 
State to down all the new entries. 
Best biz in last five weeks, in fact, 
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Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
TMI THOU. évvssvceons $379,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...... iesaan $314,500 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


‘Gone 3-ADaying 
In 2 Det. Spots 
For Big $52,000 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ is still reap- 
ing a harvest in coin here in its 
fourth week. Other house bolstered 
by good films, got healthy biz during 
the first two weeks of its run, with 
overflow crowds coming downtown, 
but now have leveled off at around 
average, 

Last week, the Wilson, dualing 
with the United Artists on ‘Gone,’ 
switched from two-a-day policy to 
three-a-day, with the general admis- 
sion matinees. It reflects the pic’s 
strong lure here and also that the 
Wilson is getting ready to take over 
alone later when ‘Gone’ settles to a 


solo. 

‘The Blue Bird’ couldn’t buck the 
competition and laid an egg in its 
road-showing. It folded in second 
week of a contemplated longer 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Married Wife’ (20th) and ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U) (both 2d run). May get 
$4,000, fair. Last week, ‘Blue Bird’ 
(20th) (2d wk) (55-88-1.10-1.65), 
didn’t better $5,000, poor. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) and ‘Mexi- 
can Spitfire’ (RKO). Will get only 
$14,000, poor. Last week, ‘Married 
Wife’ (20th) and ‘Invisible Man’ 
(U), dull $12,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 














30-40-55) —‘Light Failed’ (Par) and 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA). Will 
come out fair at $12,500. Last 





for this Loew de luxer, which is toy- 





Stanley (WB) (3.250; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘69th’ (WB) (3d wk). Holding} 
to round out 18 days for okay total | 
of $24,600 for run. Making way for 


| ‘Child Born’ (WB) Thursday (22), | 


| 
} 
} 


‘Sidewalks’ B’cast Hurts | 





ing with idea of a h.o., which would 


| be its first this year. 


| 
‘Little Old New York’ is also hav-| 000: 


ing good sailing at Hipp, good) 
enough to assure docking at Allen| 
on move-over trip. 
break in Morton Downey's last-min- 
ute cancellation, due to tonsil trou- 


| ble, forcing frantic change of billing | 


Palace got bad | 


week, ‘Mice Men’ (UA) and ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G), good $16,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
30-40-55) —‘Man from Dakota’ 
(M-G) and ‘Congo Maisie’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Latter picture moved from 
Michigan and with Beery opus seems 
headed for fair $7,000. Last week, 
‘Remember Night’ (Par) (1st wk, 2d 
run) and ‘69th’ (WB) (2d wk, 2d 


Pic in Denver, Fair $6,400 ae rush-call for Gertrude Niesen to | run), come out nicely with $8,000. 


Denver, Feb. 20. 
With ‘Gone With the Wind’ drop- 
ping to a fourth of its opening week 
gross, film goes out of Orpheum after 
four weeks. Opening two weeks 
were close to capacity, third week 


Major Bowes’ unit gets credit for 
nice business at Denver, but net- 
work broadcast of ‘Sidewalks of Lon- 
don’ smacked down that film at Den- 
ham. Two snowstorms also crimped 
grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Little New York’ (20th), after week 
at Denver. Good $3,500. Last week, 
‘69th’ (WB), nice $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 35-40-50- 
68)—‘Mice and Men’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Good enough $3,000. Last week, fine 
$4,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Sidewalks London’ (Par), Fait 
$6,400, broadcast, especially, hurting. | 
Last week, ‘Light Failed’ (Par), nice! 
$6,500 in second week, | 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— | 
‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G) -and Major | 
Bowes unit. Arm pushing take to} 
nice $12,000. Last week, ‘New York’ | 
(20th), nice $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 75-$1.12- 
$1.50) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
Around average $9,009 and quits at 
end of this week. Last week, third, 
$20,000. First two weeks totaled 
$72,000. ; 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Slightly Honorable’ (UA) and ‘Big 
Guy’ (U), Good $4,500. Last week, 
‘Invisible Man’ (U) and ‘Music 
Heart’ (Col), good $4,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘69th’ 
(WB), after a week at each the Den- 











Former pic. still potent; | 
Last week, ‘Girl Friday’ | 


(20th). 
good $2,000. 


Large’ (Col), good $2,000. \ 


| $4,500. 
| thy’ 
| okay $3,000. 


; poor, 


pinch-hit for him. 
Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Music Heart’ (Col) and ‘Secret 
Four’ (Mono). Strictly fillers, lim- 
ited to half a stanza and about 
$1,200, mild. Last week, ‘Destry’ 
(U) (2d run), swell $3,400. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘69th’ (WB). Third shot for war 
thriller, after two smart weeks at 
Hipp, and making plenty of noise at 
Last week, ‘Charlie McCar- 
(U), pulled only juve trade, 


Hipp (WB) (3,700: 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Little New York’ (20th). Nice bal- 
lyhoo offsetting historical flavor and 
well-liked names pointing toward 
pleasant $12,000. Last week (2d), 


‘69’ (WB), healthy $8,000. 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) | 


| United Artists (United Detroit) 
| (2,000; 75-1.10-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
| (4th wk). Falloff in biz is slight, 
|chiefly on: matinee general admis- 
|sions. Strong $27,000. Last week, 
| $29,000. 

| Wilson (2,000; 75-1.10-1.50)—‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (4th wk). House will bring 
its b.o. close to that of United Artists 
|'with a switch to same three-a-day 
policy. Big $25,000. Last week, 
two-a-day, $21,000. 


“Gone’, $25,000 Gets 








Montreal, Feb. 20. 
With prices stepped up to 75-$1.13, 


—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) plus Gertrude | ‘Gone With the Wind’ will hit near- 


Niesen headlining vaude. 


Well-bal- | record figures for any theatre at any 


anced bill, but radio and_nitery | time in this city. Looks like $25,000 


singer brought in at zero hour is 
being hurt by lack of pubicity; house | 
did not have enough time to build | 
up gal, who is comparative stranger | 
here. Must fall back on pic, which 
will have tough sledding going} 
stronger than $12,000. Last week, 
‘Invisible Man Returns’ (U) with 
Peters Sisters in unit took typical 
Lenten shellacking at $9,500, very 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) | 
— ‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G). Town's 
not hot about straight musicals, and 
neither were critics kind, but As- 
taire-Powell duo proving reliable 
magnet. Fine $14,000 in sight. ‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par), $11,000; satis- 
factory. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 75-$1.13- 
$1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Still} 
a smash and a nightly sellout for | 
rest of February. Matinees slowing} 
down considerably, but spot is ex- 
pecting strong $25,000 after hooking | 
$28,000 last week, and $29,500 the) 
chapter before, 





for first week. 
Estimate for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Shop Around’ (M-G). Good for $6,- 
000 from early indications. Last 
week, ‘Girl Friday’ (Col), faded to 
$5,500, n.g. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)—‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par) and ‘Adventure 
Diamonds’ (Par). Not apt to better 
$5,000, so-so. Last week, Destry’ (U) 


'and ‘Oh, Johnny (U), nice $6,500. 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 75-$1.13).— 
Gone’ (M-G). Smash $25,000. Last 
week (30-40-60), ‘Light Failed’ (Par), 
faded with $5,800, not so good. 


Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-40-50)—- 
‘Girl Must Live’ (Brit) and ‘Big Guy’ 
(U). Pointing to $3,000, fair. Last 
week, ‘British Intelligence’ (WB) and 
‘Granny Gun’ (WB), good $5,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Eternally Yours” (UA) and ‘Chump 
Oxford’ (UA). heading for $4,000 
with extra day thrown in, good. 
Last week, h.o, of ‘Slightly Honor- 
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LA. Not InB. 0, Tune, But Melody 
Best of Newcomers at $22,300: 
‘Pinocchio’ 2d $15,200, ‘Gone’ 37G 


= 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 
(Best Exploitation: State-Chinese) 
Biz spotty currenily, with ‘Broad- 
way Melody’ topping the newcomers, 
grabbing around $22,300 at Loew’s 


State and Grauman’s Chinese. Hor- 
ace Heidt orch is _ supplementing 
‘Green Hell’ at the Paramount and 
heading for a disappointing but prof- 
itable stanza. Warner day-daters are 
not faring so well with ‘Granny Get 
Your Gun’ and ‘Invisible Man,’ but 
Orpheum is doing okay with Sally 
Rand on stage. Latter will h.o. 
Of the holdovers, ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ continues terrific gait, but 
‘Pinocchio’ and ‘Abe Lincoln in Illi- 
nois’ are not so hot. ‘Pinocchio’ 
started strong with kid trade over 
the first weekend, but soon sagged. 
Best exploitation of the week is 
credited to Loew’s State and Chinese 
for ‘Broadway Melody.’ Tieup was 
effected with 38 bakeries for 20,000 
inserts in loaves of bread, and baking 
concerns also posted 80 24-sheets on 
their delivery trucks. Up to Valen- 
tine’s Day advance was _ heavily 
plugged by samples of cake at the 
downtown house, about 25 cakes be- 
ing used daily. . 
Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 75-1,- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (8th wk.). An- 
other big $18,700 in sight after 
eighth week piled up $19,700, a little 
better than predicted. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 


(M-G) and ‘Man Wouldn't Talk’ 
(20th). Hitting around good $10,300. 
Last week, ‘New York’ (20th) and 
‘High School’ (20th), okay $8,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Granny Get Gun’ (WB) and 
‘Invisible Man’ (U). Another one of 
those weeks when profit will be 
pretty scarce. Should hit around 
$7,800, not so healthy. Last week, 
five day-third week of ‘Fighting 
69th,’ very good $6,500. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Abe Lincoln’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Winds up four and half weeks (25), 
making way for ‘Grapes of Wrath. 
Current stanza weak $3,000 after sec- 
ond week puffed to $3,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—Granny Get Gun’ (WB) and 
‘Invisible Man’ (U). Will probably 
not do over $6,500 on the week. Last 
week, ‘69th’ (WB), five day-third 
week, so-so $4,100. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 30-40-55) 
—Two Thoroughbreds’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Sally Rand heads the 
stage show currently, spot she filled 
to financial success some months ago. 
Bubble-fan dancer, with her troupe, 
is drawing big $13,000 into coffers 
this week. She’ll hold for second 
week, with added acts and ‘Call a 
Messenger’ (U). Last week, ‘Women 
Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Reno’ (RKO), 
with exclusive local run of Louis- 
Godoy fight pic, very good $8,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Pinocchio’ (RKO) (2d wk). Failed 
to hold up to early predictions, al- 
though with $2.20 preem garnered 
$16,400 on opening stanza. Hold- 
over week heading for $8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—‘Green Hell’ (U) and stage show. 
Horace Heidt band on stage failing to 
show ._ strength’ anticipated, but 





around $20,000 not to be sneezed at 
Last week, ‘Sidewalks London’ (Par), 
very weak $11,000. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55) ‘Pinocchio’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). Distinct disappoint- 








ment last week at $11,500, after first 


|two days (Saturday-Sunday) augured 
| for substantial week. Second stanza 
j will 
| holds for third week. 


- Roaring Mont’! Teeoff| 


likely add another $7,200. It 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 80-40-55- 
75)—-‘-Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Wouldn't Talk’ (20th). Trade 
up slightly and looks like satisfac- 
tory $12,000. Last week, ‘New York’ 
(20th) and ‘High School’ (20th), good 


$11,500. 
United Artists (F-WC) 2.100; 75- 
1-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (8th  wk.). 


Holding strong and hitting $18,500 
currently. Eighth week topped the 
$20 200 mark, terrific. Will continue 
indefinitely, Metro and F-WC having 
waived $20,000 stop figure. Likely 
will play down to $10,000 before 
pulling. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘New York’ (20th) and ‘High 
School’ (20th). Will not pay any 
dividends at $3,500. Last week, ‘Take 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Henry Arizona’ 
(M-G), so-so $3,800. 





soecaneinene 


able’ (UA) and ‘Tropic Fury’ (Par), 
yanked Thursday (15) for poor 
$1,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Quai des Brunes’ (2d 
week). N.g. $1,000 after fair $1,500 
last week. Still hit by Lent. 

St. Denis (France Film) (2,300; 25. 
34)—‘Rapel Immediat’ and ‘Fanfare 
d’Amour.’ Sighting for seasonally 
good $4,500. Last week, ‘Education 
de Prince’ and ‘Mile. Mozart,’ good 
$4,800. 
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30-40-55-65) — ‘Broadway Melody’ 
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Fear H.0.s in Frisco; ‘Hell’-Vaude 
Good $18,000, Dakota - Maisie, 16146 








San Francisco, Feb. 20. 

Four holdovers, including ‘Gone | 
With the Wind,’ which shows no} 
lessening in strength, and three new | 
bills are on theatre row this week. 

‘Green Hell’ and vaude. are good 
at Golden Gate; ‘Man from Dakota’ 
teamed with ‘Congo Maisie,’ doing 
fairly well at the Fox, while other 
new bill, ‘He Married His Wife’ and 
‘High School,’ at Paramount, only 
so-so. ‘Gone’ is blowing up another 
$30,000 week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40)—‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Congo Maisie’ 
(M-G). Pulling fairly well for) 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Broadway 
Melody’ (M-G) and ‘Man Wouldn't 
Talk’ (20th), lukewarm $13,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Green Hell’ (U) plus vaude. 
Getting good $18,000. Last week, 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO) and Horace 
Heidt on stage, in spite of big build- 
up campaign for . latter, poorish 
$16,700. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-40)— 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and ‘Little Acci- 
dent’ (U) (3d wk.). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, second, $11,000, good. 

Paramount (F&M) (2,740; 30-40) 
—‘Married Wife’ (20th) and ‘High 
School’ (20th). Mediocre business 
at $12,000. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ 
(Par) and ‘Parole Fixer’ (Par), so- 
so $13,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40) 
—Broadway Melody’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Wouldn't Talk’ (20th) moved 
over from Fox for _ indicated 
$6,700, which is okay. Last week, 
‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and ‘British 
Intelligence’ (WB), move-over, fair 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Mice Men’ (UA) (4th wk.). 
Five-day fourth week indicates fairly 
good $4,500. Last week, third, good 


$6,500. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 75-1.10- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 


fine $30,000 with 


Set for might 
Last week, grand 


three shows daily. 


RAFFLES’ NEAT 
$23,000 IN HUB 


—_——___—_ 


Boston, Feb. 20. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 
Beaten by the toughest blizzard 
in decades, none of the film stands 





+ 


| 55)—‘Raffles’ 


| So-so $4,500 indicated. 


(UA) and ‘Slightly 
Honorable’ (UA). Okay $13,000 
promised, but dented by the storm. 
Last week (75-$1.10-$1.65), final 
stanza of ‘Gone’ (M-G, $28,000, big. 


(1,900; 21-27-32)—‘Everything Hap- 
pens Night’ (20th) and Louis-Godoy 
fight film. Latter cause for heavy 
matinee trade, men predominating. 
Expects big $4,500 in eight days. Last 
week, ‘Remember’ (M-G) and ‘Bar- 
ricade’ (20th), six days, $2,000, slow. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(2,349; 75c-1.15-1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) 
(4th wk.). Gliding along and will 
get extended run at Music Box. Ex- 
pects excellent $12,000 currently. 
Last week, same film, $18,200, great. 

Liberty (1,650; 21-32-42)—‘Girl Fri- 
day’ (Col) (3d wk.). Looks like 





Paramount (M & P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55) —‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Ear! | 
Chicago’ (M-G). Continued run) 
from Met will take about $6,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘60th’ (WB) and ‘High 
School’ (20th), continued run from | 
the Met, $10,500, good. 

Scollay (M & P) (2,538; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘69th’ (WB) and ‘High School’ 
(20th). Continued run from Par 
and Fenway (4th week in town). 
Last week, 
‘Remember Night’ (Par) and ‘Gero- 
nimo’ (Par) (both 2nd run), $5,000, 


n.g. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Raffles’ (UA) and ‘Slightly Hon- 
orable’ (UA). About $10,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Shop Around’ (M-G) and 
‘Congo Masie’ “(M-G) (2nd _ wk.), 
dual, $10,000. 


‘HELL’ - BESTOR 
BAND TOP K.C, 
FINE $8,500 


Kansas City, Feb. 20. 

Snow here yesterday (Monday) 
hurt business all over. 

Tower is in the limelight this week 
with considerable improvement in 
both stage and film fare. Don Bes- 
tor’s band is added impetus for 
‘Green Hell.” Latter was made 
available to this house by holdover 
of ‘Gone With the Wind.’ Latter h.o. 
allowed Metro to sell ‘I Take This 
Woman’ to the Fox-operated Esquire 
and Uptown, which in turn released 
‘Green Hell’ to the Tower. 

‘Gone’s’ fourth-week pace has 
slackened considerably, but still good 
deal better than most first-runs here. 
Newman and Orpheum are holding 
their own with ‘Brother Rat and 
Baby’ at the former, and ‘Castle on 
the Hudson’ the main feature at the 
RKO house. ‘I Take This Woman’ 
moved day and date into the Esquire 
and Uptown on Wednesday and ad- 
vertised an eight-day run to get the 
house to Thursday openings. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)—‘This 














could get much over the weekend, 
because snow-blocked roads_ kept 
their suburban customers at home. 

Last Wednesday night’s storm 
found thousands stranded in town, 
forcing many to sleep over in thea- 
tres, sport arenas, hotel public rooms 
and railroad stations. Film  de- 
liveries were impossible out of Bos- 
ton for two days, so northern New 


England houses either closed their |—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Moves out | 


doors, or continued runs of their 
current shows. 


Keith Boston vaude show went on/| takes of $37,500, $35,000 and $22,000, | 
Thursday afternoon as_ scheduled, | bringing it well over $100,000 for the | 


with the last of the acts arriving 
about 30 minutes before curtain 
time. 

_Loew’s grabbed plenty of atten- 
tion with a street bally of a man in 
full-dress and opera cape handing 
out 200 heart-shaped cards, admitting 
bearers to ‘Raffles’ on Valentine’s 
Day; and same medium was used for 
distribution of 10,000 gag cards tying 
in with the picture. Also planted a 
newspaper serial, a newspaper con- 
test, and awarded a valor trophy to 
a local policeman in the name of the 
film’s stars. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Hidden Enemy’ (Mono) and 
“Money Burn’ (Rep), dual, with 
vaude headed by Buck and Bubbles, 
four days; and ‘Witness Vanishes’ 
(U) and ‘Yukon Flight’ (Mono), dual, 
three days. Will get fair $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Secret Four’ (Mono) and 
‘Escape Paradise’ (RKO), double, 
with vaude, four days; and ‘Man 
Montreal’ (U) and ‘Two’s Company’ 
(UA), with fight pic, three days, 
very good $10,000. 

Fenway (M & P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Balalaika’ (M-G) and ‘Earl 
Chicago’ (M-G). Continued run 
from Met. Around $4,000 crimped 
by bliz. Last week, ‘69th’ (WB) 
and ‘High School’ (20th), continued 
run from Met, $7,200, good. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO’ and 
‘Oh Johnny’ (U), dual (2d _ wk.). 
Around $12,000 for holdover. Last 
week, aided by p.a. of Terry Kilburn 
one night (12), strong $21,200. 

Metropolitan (M & P) (4.367; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Light Failed’ (Par) and 
"Young Feel’ (20th). Fair $15,000, 
with assistance of Dr. I, Q. Monday 
night and Robert Preston Tuesday 


night. Last week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G) 
and ‘Earl Chicago’ (M-G), $22,500, 
very good. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


Woman’ (M-G). Second time this 
year Metro release has hit these or- 
dinarily opposition houses. Heddy 


good $4,500. Last week, same film, 
dandy $6,000. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) —‘Take Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘City Chance’ (20th). Extended 
run from Paramount anticipates good 
$2.800. Last week, ‘Mice and Men’ 
(UA) second week, $2,300, fair. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2.600: 27-37-42)—Little New York’ 
(20th) and ‘Big Guy” (U). Heading 
for good $5,500. Last week, ‘Light 
Failed’ (Par) and ‘Flying Deuces’ 
(RKO), $5,300, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1.350; 21-32- 
42)—‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) _ plus 
vaude. Big newspaper and billboard 
campaigns aiding for big $6,500. Last 
week, ‘South Border’ (Rep) and ‘Rio’ 
(U), plus vaude. $4,800, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3.039; 27-37-42)—‘Little Chickadee’ 
(U) and ‘Married Love’ (RKO), look- 
ing for big $7,000 and moves to Blue 
Mouse. Last week, “Take Woman’ 
(M-G) and ‘City Chance’ (20th), $5,- 
900, dandy. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Destry’ (U) and ‘Everything's Ice’ 
(RKO) (2d run), Hitting for prob- 
able $2,200, okay. Last week (21-32- 
42) ‘69th’ (WB) (3d wk.), $2,900, 


good. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
32)—‘Hunchback’ (RKO) (2d run) 
and March of Time. Getting good 
$2,400. Last week, ‘Gulliver’ (Par) 
and ‘Call Messenger’ (U) poor $1,800. 


‘WOMAN’-SAVITT 
TALL $22,000 
IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Feb. 20. 
(Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 

Mixed grosses are ruling the 
amusement market currently among 
the downtown boxoffices. 

Past fortnight’s business at the 
Buffalo Sis standout, present stanza 
developing plenty of velocity through 
strong stage pull. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ is slipping fast and will blow 
tomorrow (Wednesday). Figures up 
and down elsewhere. 

Shea’s Buffalo leads the field in ex- 
ploitation, with emphasis heavy on 
the Savitt band. Downtown parade 
by 50 members of local Musicians 











amarr-Tracy starrer opened Wed- 
nesday (14). Eight days may hit 
$7,500, fair. Last week, ‘New York’ 
(20th), on holdover of five days, 
| $3,500, fair. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 75-1-1.50) 


after six days; good $12,000 current | 


week total will be added to previous 


| run, 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 10- 
| 25-40)—Rat and Baby’ (WB). Get- 
ting goodly share of the light-comedy 
|fans and nice take at $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Geronimo’ (Par), ditto. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 10-25-40) 
—‘Castle Hudson’ (WB) and ‘Mar- 
ried Love’ (RKO), plus Louis-Godoy 
| fight film. Plenty of film but adding 
|up only $5.500. Last week, ‘Vigil 
| Night’? (RKO) and ‘Marines High’ 
| (RKO), $7,000, good. 
| Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-25)— 
‘Green Hell’ (U) with Don Bestor’s 
orch on stage. Both attractions con- 
siderably stronger than average run 
| here and adding up to $8,500, one of 
nicest since house entered on present 
25c policy. Last week, ‘Young Feel’ 
(20th) and Ada Brown heading stage 
bill, $5,700, fair. 


‘Castle on Hudson’ Plus 
Vaude Big 6!4G in Seattle 


; Seattle, Feb. 20. 

: Still a town of holdovers, with 
Gone With the Wind’ into fourth 
| week and due for extended run at 
‘Music Box; ‘Light That Failed’ moved 
|to Blue Mouse for second week; ‘Girl 
| Friday’ in for third stanza at Liberty, 
and ‘I_ Take This Woman’ moving 
from Paramount to Music Box for 
second week. There isn’t much left 
for new bills. 

Palomar has ‘Castle On Hudson,’ 
with ‘Little Old New York’ tops at 
the Orpheum and ‘Chickadee’ hold- 
ing similar spot at the Paramount. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Light Failed’ (Par) 
and ‘Flying Deuces’ (RKO), Move- 
over from Orpheum indicates fair 
$2,100 here. Last week, ‘Shop Around’ 
/(M-G) and ‘Man Wouldn't Talk’ 
(20th), fairish $2,100, 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 














Union welcome Savitt, in return for 
| appearance of band at Musicians 
| Benefit. Heavy air and newspaper 
| coverage was also underlined. 
Estimates for This Week 


| Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 


‘Take Woman’ (M-G) and Jan Savitt 
orch, Watson Sisters on stage. Femme 
fan appeal of picture hypoed by 
bang-up stage show, and house will 
see tall $22,000. Last week, ‘Re- 
member Night’ (Par) and Martha 
Raye, rode to high $21,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk-5 days). 
Dipping, but okay at $15.000. Last 
week, third, sunk substantially from 
estimates, though still plenty in vel- 
vet at $26.000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2.100; 25-35)—‘Man 
Dakota’ (M-G) and ‘Escape Paradise’ 
(RKO). Moving to nice $8.500. Last 
| week, ‘Chump Oxford’ (UA) and 
| ‘Jones Family’ (20th), $8.000. good. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300: 25-35) 





—Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col) and 
‘Prison Walls’ (Col). Slowing up to 
loffish $6,500. Last week, ‘Tower 


|London’ (U) and ‘Little Accident’ 
| (Col), $7,500, fair. 

| 20th Century (Dipson-Basil) (3,000: 
| 30-40)—‘British Intelligence’ (WB) 
and ‘Granny Get Gun’ (WB). Rou- 
tine twinner, probably around $6.- 
400. poor. Last week, ‘Dr. X’ (WB) 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO), $7,000, 
SO-SO., 


‘New York’-‘Lone Wo!f’ 
Strong $6,000 in Port. 


, Portland. Ore., Feb. 20. 

Gone With the Wind’ still domi- 
‘Mates this burg in its fourth week 
‘at $1.50 top at the Broadway. It 
seems set to hold at least another 
three weeks at those prices. 

Little Old New York’ is putting 
pone ie raged oP nice style 

igil in the Night’ j i 
at the Liberty. ee 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 75-1.50) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk.). Continues 
to hold up to terrific biz at $16,000. 
Third week, $17,300, First two weeks 
| 8rossed better than $25,000 each. 

Liberty (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
| 000: 30-35-40 )—‘Vigil Night’ (RKO) 
jand ‘City Chance’ (20th). Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Light Failed’ 











‘Gone’ Still Great in 


$6,000, ‘Light? 





(Par) and ‘High School’ (20th), good 
$4,400. P 
fair = 
500. 30-35-40)-—'G reen Hell’ (U) 
with Louis-Godoy fight pic. Get- 
ting around $3,500, good. ast week, 
‘69th’ (WB) and ‘Oh Johnny’ (U), 
okay $2,900 after two weeks at UA. 


Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1,800; 
15-30-40)—‘Cafe Hostess’ (Col) and 
‘Death Champion’ (Par), with vaude, 
Usual average, $4,000, Last week, 
‘Wolf New York’ (Rep) and ‘Miracle 
Main Street’ (Rep), fair $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—'Little New .York 
(20th) and ‘Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col). 
Strong $6,000. Last week, ‘Girl Fri- 
day’ (Col) (2d wk.) and ‘Women 
Secrets’ (Par) (lst wk.), good 
enough $4,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40) —'Broadway Melody’ (M-G) 
and ‘Calling Philo Vance’ (WB) (2d 


(Parker-Evergreen ) 


wk.). Held additional five days for 
okay $3,500, First week, $5,500, 
good. 





‘WIFE’ - DUCHIN 
HOT $17,500 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 20. 

Fixed ceiling on attendance at 
Palace, town’s biggest straight pic 
spot, because of ‘Gone With the 
Wind's’ three-shows-a-cay policy, is 
still tossing plenty of trade to the 
opposition, while cleaning up _ itself 
nicely from the gross angle. Fourth 
week of ‘Gone’ will be only $5,000 
under opening stanza and fifth week 
is already heavily sold. : 

Tops among the pop-priced spots 
is Capitol with ‘I Take This Woman,’ 
all crix rapping pic as a whole, but 
shooting the dictionary on the 
lucious Lamarr’s looks. Next best is 
‘He Married His Wife,’ 20th-Fox pic 
released to W. B. Earle by local 
Loew’s setup in view of backing up 
of product awaiting chance at Palace 
after ‘Gone.’ Earle can thank Eddie 
Duchin’s orch, however, for most of 
the profit. P 

‘My Little Chickadee’ is proving 
itself a sock opener with a swift 
drop, Keith’s having collected swell 
first week, but diving in current 
holdover. Earle, Keith's and Met are 
all yanking after six days to launch 
new pics on holiday (22). 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- 
66)—’Take Woman’ (M-G), vaude. 
Hedy Lamarr glamour and Spencer 
Tracy following off-setting so-so re- 





views of story for good $20,000. Last | 


week, ‘Remember Night’ (Par) 

slipped in blizzard to light $14,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— 

‘Shop Around’ (M-G) (2d 


week, ‘Balalaika’ (M-G), 
tory $4,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 
‘Married Wife’ (20th) and Eddie 
Duchin’s orch. Latter helping 
days to strong $17,500. 


with weather to average $16,500. 


Mols., But NY. 
$4,000, th Mild 


: Minneapolis, Feb, 20, 
Amazing ‘Gone With the Wing 
boxoffice performance has the town 
dizzy. Nothing remotely resemblin 
this has been known before in aj} 
local theatrical annals, 


_Film’s second week actually was 
bigger than its stupendous first 
canto, winding up with $35,600, as 
compared with $34,200 the first canto, 
This makes an aggregate of approxi. 
mately $70,000 for the initial forte 
night. What’s more, the advance re. 
served seat sale for the third wee 
and its start point to a $30,000 take 
at least. The three-week Orpheum 
session thus stand§ to yield an ale 
most unbelievable $100,000. 


Previous stage show commitments 
prevent a longer Orpheum run, so 
this world-beating smash draw will 
move over to the Century Friday 
(23) for an indefinite extension of its 
loop first-run engagement. It should 
remain a month at the latter house, 
according to present _ indications, 
This would mean a seven weeks’ 
downtown run, 


In St. Paul, too, ‘Gone’ also is 
smashing all previous b.o. records 
to smithereens. It copped $26,000 in 
first and $23,000 in second week in 
that town, where $7,000 is a big aver- 
age seven days’ business. Thus, the 
Twin Cities together in the first two 
weeks kicked $125,000 into the 
Metro gold mine. 


Among the film newcomers, ‘Little 
Old New York,’ at the State, got 
lukewarm reception from crix and 
is getting only mild returns. ‘The 
Light That Failed,’ Century offering, 
was well received, but sizes up as 
too depressing for the masses and is 
not making as much of a dent as its 
cast lineup and quality merit. 

After a long absence, stage shows 
come back into their own Friday 
(23) when the ‘Dead End’ kids head 
an Orpheum bill, ushering in a 
month of vaude at that house. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Santa Fe Marshal’ (Par) and ‘High 
School’ (20th), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Missing Evidence’ (U) and 
‘Musie Heart’ (Col), also dual first- 
runs. Heading for pretty good 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Emergency 
Squad’ (Par) and ‘Mexican Spitfire’ 
(RKO), dual first-runs, $1,400, fair. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40 )—‘Light Failed’ (Par). Strong 
cast lineup and critics’ praise a b.o. 
stimulus, but picture too lugubrious 
for run of the mill fans and fair 
$4,000 looks like tops. Last week, 
‘69th’ (WB), $3,500, mild, after big 
$10,500 first week at State. 

Esquire (Gillman) (290; 25-35-40) 
—'Torpedoed’ (Indie) and Louis- 
Godoy fight films. Timely combi- 
nation attracting plenty of male at- 
tention. Good $1,200 indicated. Last 








| spell boxoffice here. 
mihi fc $3,200 clip. Last week, ‘Cherlie 
Back downtown after nice week at} 
Capitol and will hit solid $5,000. at 
satisfac- | 


six | 
Last week, | 
‘Girl Friday’ (Col) and vaude, slid | 


week, ‘Mlle. Ma Mere’ (French) (2d 
wk), $700 in six days, fairish. 
Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25)— 
‘Invisible Stripes’ (WB). Strong at- 
traction for this house. Cast names 
Going along at 


McCarthy’ (U), $2,600 in six days, 
mild. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2.800; 75- 
$1.10) —‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Eighth wonder of the film world. 


| Attracting transients from all over 


territory and seems as though every 
adult in town will see it at least 
once. Lines start forming at 7 a.m. 
for morning showings, which start 
three and half hours later. Second 


Keith's (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)—‘Lit- | week outgrossed stupendous first and 


Drop- 
Last 


tle Chickadee’ (U) (2d wk). 
ping sharply to oke $7,500. 
week, hefty $13,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘69th’ 
(WB) (2d run) (2d wk). H.o. in 
subsequent run, following two nice 
weeks at Earle, will see oke $3,400 
for six days. Last week, smart $6,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 
$1.65) —‘Gone’ (4th wk). Holding to 
capacity $33,500. Last week, same. 


‘Night’-Fats Walier OK 





$12,000 in Toronto’ 





Toronto, Feb. 20. 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ now in its 


| 40)— 
75-$1.10- | 


third canto will not be very far be- 


hind. Moves to Century Friday for 
| indefinite. stay. En route to tre- 
mendous $30,000. Last week, stu- 


pendous $35,600 after gigantic $34,200 
first week, 

State (Par-Singer) (2,800; 25-35- 
‘New York’ (20th). Critics luke- 
warm toward this one. Mild $6,000 
in prospect. Last week, ‘Swanee 
River’ (20th), $7,000, fair, slipping 
after very good start. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 25-35)— 
‘Hunchback’ (RKO), split with ‘Vice 
tor Herbert’ (Par). First neighbor- 
hood showings. Stretching toward 
good $2,500. Last week, ‘Another 
Thin Man’ (M-G), first neighbor- 
hood showing, $2,600, okay. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Destry’ (U) (4th wk). Winding 


fourth week, is still lustily blowing | up long and successful run currently. 
the shekels into Loew's coffers, but} Three weeks at this house after one 


other first-runs are getting back into 
stride on the ‘we-saw-it’ customers. 

‘His Girl Friday,’ ‘I Take This 
Woman’ and ‘Remember the Night’ 
are doing excellent business, 


Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
50)—‘Girl Friday’ (Col). Excellent 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Raffles’ (UA), 
swell $9,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611: 75-$1-$1.65) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Excellent | 
$25,000 after triple-week gross of | 


$90,000. 
Shea’s (FP-Can) (2,663; 25-50)— 





‘Remember Night’ (Par) with vaude 





Fats Waller headlining. Swell $12,-| 


at Orpheum, Satisfactory $1,500 in 
prospect. Last week, $1,800, good 
after fine $2,000 preceding week. 


— 





000. Last week, ‘20,000 Men’ (20th) 
and vaude (Cliff Edwards), excellent 
$10,000, 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433: 25-40 )— 
‘Four Wives’ (WB) and ‘Kid Night- 
ingale’ (WB), dual. Good $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Housekeeper’ (UA) and 
‘Beware Spooks’ (Col), dual, fine 
$4,100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2.761; 25-35-50) 
—'Take Woman’ (M-G)._ Excellent 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Balalaike’ (M-G! 
second stanza, very good $7,500. 
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Plans Under Way to Form Yank Co. 
For French F im Production in U.S. 











Film Alliance executives an- 
nounced last week that they would 
form a new producing company in 
Hollywood, incorporating the long- 
proposed idea of employing French 
name stars and producers in U. S. 
producing. Nat Wachsberger, Film 
Alliance v.p., is on his way to Europe 
to perfect plans for transfer of stars 
and producers for the new project. 

Six features are contemplated for 
the initial spring-summer shooting 
schedule, with producing actually to 
start around April 1. Distribution 
will be via Film Alliance. The com- 
pany plans to continue its lineup of 
95 foreign pictures this year but will 
combine new American product with 
French and British films. 

Wachsberger stated that conditions 
in Europe make the assembling of 
French talent in U. S. a practical 
move. He and Harry Brandt, who 
also is a v.p. of Film Alliance, will 
actually organize the new company. 
Wachsberger also indicated that sev- 
eral British stars would be signa- 
tured. - 

Because of New York City theatre 
outlets of Brandt's organization, the 
new producing company would be 
assured of a certain number of book- 
ings at the outset. It also would get 
distribution through a setup already 
fixed by Film Alliance throughout 
the country. 


Antip Federal Backing 
May Be Sought Should 
N.S. Wales Prod. Chick 


Sydney, Feb. 20. 

If the first batch of pictures made 
in New South Wales under the $200,- 
000 Government guarantee proves 
successful, the Australian federal 
government may be asked to under- 
write additional film production. 
Under the New South Wales arrange- 
ment, the state government is guar- 
anteeing 60% of the cost on produc- 
tion of certain pictures. 

By this arrangement Argosy Films, 
Ltd., will produce two, Cinesound, 
one, and Famous Features, Ltd., in 
conjunction with Hoyts Theatres, 
also one. Latter is tentatively called 
“40,000 Horsemen.’ About 2,500 feet 
of the picture were made last year. 
It would be released through Univer- 
sal Pictures, Ltd. 

Cinesound is working on ‘Rudd, 
M.P..”” as its government guarantee 
film with Bert Bailey, a boxoffice 
favorite here, in the lead. 


STUDIOS’ TAKEOVER 
STALLS ANGLO PROD. 














London, Feb. 6. 

With 
with evacuees and Elstree taken over 
by the Government, there is a short- 
age of good studios. As a result the 
Elisabeth Bergner picture, scheduled 
for Denham, has been held up. The 
Shortage has also stalled other pro- 
duction. 

Lineup ahead of Miss Bergner is 
e Korda Picture, to be done in co- 
operation with the British navy; 
Metro's ‘Busman’s Holiday,’ first of a 
series; a G&S epic, which is modern 
version of Captain Bruce Bairns- 
father’s ‘Old Bill’; Gabriel Pascal- 
Bernard Shaw's ‘Major Barbara,’ 
with two others to follow, and Brit- 


ish National's ‘Contraband,’ starring 


Conrad Veidt. 


Polish Producer’s First 





+> 


.| that Luce newsreels, official Italian 


Pinewood studios occupied | 


Distinguished Dummies 





Paris, Feb. 20. 

Municipal wartime ruling gov- 
erning the safety of theatre audi- 
ences by restricting capacities 
hasn’t deterred the local Palais 
Royal from playing to good-sized 
audiences regardless, albeit ques- 
tionable ones. 

Fashioned of plywood and 
paint, and lined up in a solid 
semi-circle in the third balcony 
are, in effigy, such notables as 
Mistinguett, Elvire Popesco, 
Josephine Baker, Yves Mirande, 
Paul Reynaud, Chamberlain, etc. 








20th-Fox Execs Huddle 


Ben Miggins, 20th-Fox manager in 
continental Europe, currently on a 
visit in the U. S., has gone to Florida 
where he is conferring with W. J. 
Hutchinson, 20th’s foreign chief, who 
went there recently on a vacation. 

Miggins expects to be back in New 
York early next week. 


Fred Lange Back 
From Italo-Spain 


Survey for Par 











Fred W. Lange, Paramount’s gen- 





MOVE TO BALK 
HOYTS-GUT 


SNIDER-DEAN IN 


eral manager in Europe, who has 
;been making a survey in Spain, ar- 
rives in U.S. tomorrow (Thursday) 
on the Clipper. 

Lange hopped off for this country 
from Lisbon. He will make avail- 
able first-hand informatioA on both 
Spain and Italy for home office ex- 
ecutives. 











Sydney, Feb. 20. 

Snider-Dean. cinema theatre cir- 
cuit, whieh secured a_ distribution 
| tieup with Hoyts’ chain after the 
‘latter bowed out of General Thea- 
tres about two years ago, is reported 
preparing an injunction to prevent 
Hoyts from merging with Greater 
{Union Theatres on a booking tieup. 
| This long-pending merger of Hoyts 
|and Greater Union would be accom- 
‘plished through reviving General 
‘Theatres for 20 years as their joint 
i: booker. Greater Union directors al- 
|ready have approved the deal, with 
|only an okay from Hoyts’ director- 
ate standing in the way of consum- 
mation of the deal. That’s been ex- 
pected almost momentarily. 

Current contract obligations of 
| Snider-Dean circuit is believed to 
‘be the reason for the move against 
the merger. Snider-Dean, which in- 
cludes a number of former legit 
theatres, was aligned with Hoyts 
_when the latter discovered it had so 
much product contracted for from 
U. S. companies that additional out- 
lets were needed. 

It is understood that Snider-Dean 
is balking the setup because Sam 
Snider and George Dean fear new 
combination might hit some of their 
operations. 











MAGYAR-ITALO TIE 


ON PICTURE MAKING 


Budapest, Feb. 4. 
Close political understanding be- 
|tween Italy and Hungary is also 
| bringing about an approach in the 
| picture field. First tangible result is 


screen reportage, are now distributed 
in Hungary and shown in nearly 
‘every theatre. 

| Plans are afoot for making three 
| features in Italian and Hungarian 
versions simultaneously. They will 
probably include two biogs, one of 
Garibaldi and another of Franz 
Liszt. A third Italo-Magyar picture 


JAPAN BANS ‘GUNGA’ 
AS GESTURE TO INDIA 


Tokyo, Jan. 24. 
After much deliberation by offi- 
cials, ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) has finally 
been banned in Japan. 





desirable reactions in Indo-Japanese 
relations, since film is held to be op- 
posed to the best interests of India. 

Simultaneously, ‘Three Smart Girls 
Grow Up’ (U), with Deanna Durbin, 
has been disapproved for juvenile 
attendance on account of the love 
interest. This measure is in accord- 
ance with the new picture law which 
became operative Jan. 1. Other films 
falling under the same category are 
‘Cowboy and Lady,’ ‘Little Tough 
Guys in Society’ and ‘Angels With 
Dirty Faces.’ 





French M. P. Corporation 
Discharged From Bkptcy. 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. has discharged the French 
Motion Picture Corp. from all debts 
and liabilities and tossed out all 
claims against the company. The 
estate of the bankrupt was then 
closed. 

On Oct. 28, 1939, the court had ap- 





proved a plan of reorganization 
which, since that time, has been 
fully consummated. The plan paid 


off unsecured creditors 15% on 
claims, and paid reorganization ex- 
penses, wages and taxes in full. 

In order to continue operations, 
$5,000 was borrowed from Albert 
Lieberman of Philadelphia. The 
company distributes French films in 
the U. S. The bankruptcy petition 
was filed over a year ago. 


Step taken in order to prevent un- | 


U.S. Films Cooperation With hastralia 





Jes’ Democratic 





London, Feb. 6. 
The King and Queen went to 
see ‘Funny Side Up,’ the Tom 
Arnold-Harry Foster musical at 
His Majesty’s theatre, occupy- 
ing a box which adjoins the stage 


pass-door, 

On Their Majesties’ departure, 
the Queen found the door 
slightly ajar, put her head 


through and, noticing a crowd of 
chorus gals, called out, ‘Good 
night girls, I enjoyed the show 
immensely.’ 


PAR AGAIN MAY 
BACK PICTS IN 
S, AMERICA 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Whether Paramount finances indie 
production in Latin-American coun- 
tries will be decided March 1 on the 
return to New York of Adolph Zukor 
and John Hicks, Jr., from a tour 


sounding out the feasibility of such 
a plan. Studio last year abandoned 
making Spanish languagers with Tito 
|Guizar starring because the costs 
precluded any profit. 














American production as a wedge to 
get better prices for Hollywood prod- 
uct in the South American countries. 


YUGOSLAVIA ADOPTS 





Belgrade, Feb. 4. 

There has been no national film 
production in Yugoslavia so far, but 
now the Government has decided to 
build a studio and boost local produc- 
tion. As a start, it has been made 
compulsory for all theatres to show 
Yugoslav newsreels in every pro- 


gram. Until such time as necessary 
technical arrangements can be made, 
| there will be dubbing of foreign pic- 
j tures in the Serb, Slovene or Croat 








| tongues,-one of the three variations 


| of the country’s language. 


veiled and mix freely with men in 
public, Mohammedan women in 


quated restrictions and keep away 
from ‘mixed’ theatres. Plans are 


ances for women in towns where 
there is a large percentage of 
Mohammedan population, thereby 
opening up films to quite a new class 
of picturegoers. 











may be a comedy. There is also talk 
of making an Italian version of | 
‘Three Dragons,’ successful Hun- | 
garian comedy feature of a few years | 
back. 


‘Helsinki Film Distrib’s 
‘Home Completely Wrecked 
Helsinki, Finland, Feb. 7. 
Home of Nils Dahistroem, manag- 


‘ing director of Suomi Filmi, Fin- 
jnish distribs for Monogram and 








other indie producers, was bombed 


the front in command of a ‘pill box.’ | 


U. S. Film, in Yiddish raid this week. Dahistroem 18 at! 





First American-made Yiddish pic- 
ture by Joseph Green, former Polish 
Producer, will go into work at Ideal 
studios in New Jersey in about two 
weeks. It will star Lucy and Mischa 
Gehrman, who have appeared in 
humerous Jewish films, and menasha 

ulnick, vet Yiddish legit comic, 
who is making his celluloid debut. 

c, from a story by A. Kalmanowitz, 

as yet untitled. 

Aside from Green’s activity, Yid- 
dish film making is in a lull. Other 
Producers either have just finished 
Dictures or are attempting to line up 
finances for further work. 


His family was not injured in the | 
bombing which wrecked his home. 
Suomi Filmi some time ago moved 
|its headquarters from this war-dese- 
{erated city to Tammerfors in the 
|interior and is continuing business 


'as far as possible from that point. 





35 PAMPAS PIX FOR MEX. 
| Mexico City, Feb. 20. 
| Thirty-five Argentine pix have 
been booked for Mexico this year by 
distributor Felipe Mier, former 
Warner manager here. 

The first of the lot is on exhibition 


McConville to Eye Spanish Pix Prod. In 


Argentine; Col's S. Africa Expansion 





Possibility of lining up an Argen- 
tine producer to turn out Spanish 
pictures for Columbia release will be 
investigated by J. A. McConville, for- 
eign manager for the company, dur- 
ing an eight-week South American 
tour on which he will leave New 
York Friday (23). 


McConville declared there are sev- | 


eral producers in the Argentine mak- 
ing high quality films and, if possible, 
after personal investigation, he may 


| reach an agreement with one of them 


to supplement the Spanish product 
Columbia is now obtaining from 
Mexico. Argentine pix have never 
been distribbed by a U. S. major. 
The foreign chief has also revealed 
that Columbia has sent a representa- 
tive to South Africa to look into the 
possibilities of expanding distribu- 
tion and selling facilities there. Co- 
lumbia now has distribution through 
the Schlesinger circuit in South 
Africa, McConville said, but may 





| here now. 


open offices there to get release 


|through additional houses by having 
salesmen on the scene. 

| Surveying the country for Co- 
|lumbia is Signard Kusiel, Mexican 
manager, who left for Africa about a 
‘month ago. Keeping an eye on the 
Mexican situation while Kusiel is 
gone is Charles Roberts, company’s 
; South American manager, who is 
| headquartering in Mexico City. 
McConville returned from Mexico 
‘only about 10 days ago after nego- 
| tiating with several producers there. 
Grovas-Oro productions, which is 
‘making four pictures for Columbia 
release in the current season’s sched- 
ule, will make the same number for 
1940-41. However, while Columbia 
| does not have distribution rights on 
these pictures in Mexico itself this 
_year, it will distribute two of next 





| 
| 


year’s pix in that country, as well as | 


the rest of the world. It is also prob- 
; able, McConville said, that Fernando 
| Fuentas, who has not produced for 
, Columbia before, will make one pic- 
| ture for the company in Mexico next 
; season, 


Par execs favor the idea of Latin- | 


FILM NATIONALISM * 


Although in Turkey women go un- | 
Yugoslavia mostly keep up the anti- | 


now afoot to hold special perform- | 


As War Aid Would Help Unfreeze Coin 


Melbourne, Feb. 20. 

Although a permanent policy of 
freezing a certain amount of foreiga 
film money in Australia seems cer- 
'tain, present prospect is that the 
| plan will be more lenient than pres- 
ently in force in England. If U. S. 
| distribution companies and_ their 


Australian representatives, who are 
mostly concerned, adopt an attitude 
of cooperation locally in considera- 
|tion of Australia’s war needs, much 
|more limited freezing than originally 
, expected is likely. 


| New Zealand, which adopted a 

|policy of keeping 25% of all coin 
in the country about a year ago, still 
is undecided on future policy. 


In connection with representations 
,made by Yankee distributors, it is 
‘reported here that the policy of ro- 
| tating chairmanship of the Motion 
,Picture Distributors Assn. is not 
| working out as well as had been an- 
! ticipated. 

Sir Victor Wilson, who quit 
| post as MPDA chairman last sum- 
mer, as an Australian carries much 
weight in Government circles, but 
; such is not the case where an Ameri- 
can representative of a U. S. dis- 
tributing company has to plead the 
cause of the MPDA. Present policy 
is to allow different managing di- 
‘rectors of American distribs to serve 
| as chairmen. Bernie Freeman, Metro, 
was the first one picked because of 
‘his comparative local popularity and 
|familiarity with Australian problems 


| No Case in N. Z. 


Auckland, N. Z., Feb. 1. 


Though assurance of rental coin 
| withdrawal had been granted to 
|American distributors at the time the 
'75% unfreezing ruling went into ef- 
fect recently, distribs have found in- 
creasing difficulty in the application 
f the ruling, due, supposedly, to 

wartime conditions. 

_. Distrib reps have complained to 
'the local government and the Min- 
istry of Finance has promised to give 
the matter early consideration. 











! 


ROME SETS UP 


FILM COLLEGE 





Rome, Feb. 6. 
The Experimental Center of Cine- 
matography, a film college designed 
to teach film making, is a recent in- 
novation here, in line with the Gov- 
| ernment’s attempt to expand the pic- 
| ture industry in Italy. 


| 


aren’t limited in their capacity for 
study, while girls, who must be at 
| least 16 to take part in the curricu- 
; lum, are restricted to study acting 
technic, make up, costuming and 
| interior decoration. 

Courses are free for the first year, 
after which those students who have 
shown an aptitude for the work 
are permitted to remain at a cost of 
$5 for the semester, plus posting of 
$20 for possible damage tkey might 
incur. Course is divided in two one- 
year periods. 


‘CHOPIN’ WITH DONAT 
METRO’S 3D ABROAD 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


‘Chopin,’ Robert Donat starring, 
is slated as Metro’s third picture to 
‘be made in England since the revi- 
val of production there. Victor Sa- 








ville, producer, sails for Europe 
next week. 

Preceding ‘Chopin’ on Metro’s 
British schedule are ‘Busman’s 


Honeymoon’ and ‘I Had a Comrade,’ 
both starring Robert Montgomery. 





Nares in ‘Rebecca’ 


London, Feb. 6. 
Owens Nares will play the lead 
in the forthcoming London stage 
version of ‘Rebecca,’ adapted from 
Daphne du Maurier’s novel. 
John Gielgud was originally men- 
{tioned for this role. 


Males, whose age limit is 20 years, . 
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SEVENTEEN 


Hollywood, Feb. 14. 
Faramount release of Stuart Walker 
reduction. Stars Jackie Cooper and Beity 
ield; features Otto Kruger and Betty Nel- 
«on. Directed by Louis King. Screenplay 
by Agnes Christine Johnston and Stuart 
Palmer, based on Booth Tarkington story, 
end play by Stuart Walker, Hugh Stanis- 
Jaus Strange and Stanford Mears; camera, 
Victor Milner; editor, Arthur Schmidt; asst. 
director, Joseph Lefert. Previewed at Par- 
amount, L.A., Feb. 14, '40. Running time, 








76 MINS. 

William Slyvanus Baxter....Jackie Cooper 
PSS OS rer rere rity re Betty Field 
Mr. Baxter...ccccese ...-Otto Kruger 
Mrs. Baxter Ann Shoemaker 
MOU TARO. 60.04 600 c0 esses .-Norma Nelson 
May Parcher........ccccceceees Betty Moran 
Edward P. Parcher....ccecees Thomas Ross 
George Crooper.....cecccccvees Peter Hayes 
Johnnie Watson.......ceecees Buddy Vepper 
Joe Bullitt......ccccccccccces Donald Haines 
Mc oe ck eek ness 0b 0es 08 Richard Denning 
Ethel Boke.....c-ccccccceveces Jody S. Gilbert 
McGill... ccccccccesccccocs Paul EF. Burns 
Wally Banks. ...cc.ccccese ...-Hal Clements 
Headwaiter.....cccccccee ..-Edward Earle 
, fl Serre cere ty Stanley Price 
Orchestra Leader.....cceeeseesees Joey Ray 
GOMOGIS. 265s 00s cc cceses eeecccese Snowflake 
EU. «05 '6-5.440 0000 R6 OPO me 





Latin-American market but only 
mediocre for the U. S. 

Chief interest is focused from the 
outset on Maximilian while Juarez 
is virtually a voice, camera seldom 
catching Jason Robards, who has the 
role, full-face. Plot attempts to 
prove that the Grand Duke and his 
pretty bride went to Mexico to be- 
come rulers at Napoleon’s instiga- 
| tion, never fully realizing how they 
| were foisted on the Mexican popu- 
lace. Story depicts Carlotta going 
crazy when she learns on her return 
to Europe that no help will be sent 
her mate in Mexico City. ; 

Principal drawback to what might 
have been exciting is that everything 
is tediously unfolded, in episodic 


fashion. There are far too many 
closeups. The one big battle se- 
quence is gripping but means little 


because it’s so late in arriving. | 
Conrad Nagel is the most convinc- 
ing as Maximilian. Medea Novara, 
Austrian actress who's lived in Mex- 
ico for years, turns her Viennese ac- 
cent to good account as the mad Em- 





It has taken Paramount a quarter 
century to do a remake of this Booth 
Tarkington story of adolescent youth 
and its pressing and spontaneous 
problems in the realms of finance 
and romance. Silent version of the 
subject was turned out in 1916, with 
the then youthful Jack Pickford in 
the starring spot. Talker version 
has been modernized completely, but 
still retains the wholesomeness 
sparkle and whimsy of the Tarking- 
ton original. 

‘Seventeen’ will hit better than 
normal biz in the key runs, with ap- 
parent exploitation assisting mate- 
rially to increase grosses in propor- 
tion to campaign used. It’s a natural 
top programmer and top-of-bill pic- 
ture for the family trade and small- 
er localities. Increasing marquee 
strength of Jackie Cooper will also 
be an.advantage for the b.o. 

He again demonstrates his ability 
to portray the typical American boy 





duction, 
Rogers, 
Yung, Kane Richmond, Jack LaRue. Di- 
rected by Norman Foster. 
play by John Larkin and Lester Ziffren, 
based on the character ‘Charlie Chan,’ cre- 
ated by Earl Derr Biggers; musical direc- 


press but doesn’t have enough to do. 
Lionel Atwill is the brutal military 
leader, Bazaine, who is depicted as 
causing Maximilian to issue harsh 
decrees. Guy Bates Post is okay as 
Napoleon but it’s made a subordinate 
role here. Evelyn Brent, as Empress 
Eugenie, only has a few scenes, 
Frank McGlynn, Sr., again is Presi- 
dent Lincoln in a brief closeup 

To those familiar with Mexico City, 
actual scenes of historical buildings 
there will be recognizable. Royal 


rooms in the palace are impressive. 


Wear. 


Charlie Chan in Panama 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
Features Sidney Toler, Jean 
Atwill, Sen 


Lionel Mary Nash, 


Original screen- 


. : : tion, Samuel Kaylin; editor. Fred Allen; 
of high school years, with a corking camera, Virgil Miller. At Albee, Brooklyn, 
rformance in the prea > S ag dual, week Feb. 16, 40. Running time, 
tty Field provides versatility here | 67 MINS. 
as 4 sstaicdambiatiaatad flapper of. Charlie Chan. <..cccccssccvecce Sidney Toler 
“e : A ° BEUE SANOED 664.6 6.00.000.08000 008 Jean Rogers 
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disparity between this and her play- | MAaMolO. ». - +... -eeeeeesee es JOCK La Rue 
ing of the sociological problem in| captain Lewis..::sss00......+,Don. Douglas 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ which is likewise | ,chmed Halide...-.------+---- Frank Puglia 
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Et, WOOP IODs0:0:6:006:006.6:69:4% Edward Keane 


The story has been neatly set up 
to provide plenty of entertainment 
at a sustaired pace, with deft direc- 
tion by Louis King adding much to 
the youthful effervescence of the 
piece. Cooper is more concerned 
with getting credits for college en- 
trance exams, when Miss Field ar- 
rives to visit a school chum. Cooper 
falls for the gal in a big way, be- 
comes involved in financing her 
dates, ouying a new car and blos- 
soming out into man’s estate. It’s 
typical adolescent stuff, with the 
youth finally discovering he only 
provided amusement for the girl 
during her stay—and his best friends | 
are his parents. | 

Picture is a well-moulded job all 
around. Script has much infectious 
good humor and wholesome situa- 
tions, direction is excellent, and cast 
selected for both type and ability. 
Little Norma Nelson is a shining 
light as the kid sister who continual- 
ly tattles on Cooper to his parents, 
and generally gets in his hair. Ann 
Shoemaker is a most understanding 
mother in dealing with the problem 
of her growing son. Otto Kruger is 
typical of fathers who fail for a time 
to get close to their offspring in the 

press of business. Others neatly 

cast include Betty Moran, Thomas 

Ross, Peter Hayes and Buddy Pep- 


per. 
lightly handles the 





‘Seventeen’ 
whimsy of adolescence to provide 
good entertainment for the regular 
runs. It’s a good showcase and fur- 
ther buildup of the juvenile team of 
Jackie Cooper and Betty Field for 
b.o. draw of added adventures of the 
Aldrich family. which Paramount 
launched wi‘h ‘What a Life.’ 


THE MAD EMPRESS 


Warner Bros. release of Miguel C. Torres 


production. Stars Conrad Nagel, Medea 
Novara, Lionel Atwill. Directed by Miguel 
C. Torres. Screenplay and dialog by Jean 
Bart, Jerome Chodoroy and Miguel C. 
Torres; production advisor, Lione] Atwill: 
editor, Carl Pierson; cameramen, Alex 
Phillips and Arthur Martinelli. At Cen- 
tral, N. Y., dual, week Feb, 15, ‘40. Run- 
ning time, 72 MINS, 
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errr rerc rr rere Guy Bates Post 
Empress Eugenie.........e008 Evelyn Brent 
President Lineoln...... Frank McGlynn, Sr. 
Father Fisher..............-Nigel de Brulier 
mr. Samuel asch. .o<sees Michael Visaroff 
i oe >) Sa ere ooeese Earl Gunn 
PE. a6 00550006000 sound George Rogas 
PTOBIGONt JUAREZ... vcvcoscocoes Jason Robards 
i | eee Rudolph Amenit 
Col. Miguel Lopes.....cee- Duncan Renaldo 
Mme. Bazzaine..: Graciela Romero 
eo eer Julian Rivero 





Though the tragic life of Grand 
Duke Maximilian and his unhappy 
Empress Carlotta is a vital chapter in 
Mexico’s history, this episodic pic- 
turization won’t mean much except- 
ing in double combos. Warner Bros. 
did not produce this picture which 
apparently is being distributed by 
the company because producer 
Miguel C. Torres claimed he came 
out with it ahead of ‘Juarez.’ 

“Mad Empress’ covers parts of 
story used in WB’s ‘Juarez.’ This 





This latest Chan whodunit is a real 

chiller and ranks high among the 
many turned out. Picture definitely 
tags Sidney Toler as worthy of carry- 
ing on the role that the late Warner 
Oland made a screen fixture. There’s 
less of that slow-motion delivery 
Toler showed before. He makes it 
a distinct characterization even in 
the face of alert competition from 
‘honorable No. 2 son.’ Production 
has patterned for enough time on the 
screen to fill out a double-feature 
bill, where it will lend strong sup- 
port. 
Exhibitor should not overlook the 
story’s timeliness, centering about a 
plot to destroy part of the Panama 
canal and trap the fleet going 
through on maneuvers. Added to 
this is a long array of continental 
spies. 

Scripters John Larkin and Lester 
Ziffren have skillfully fastened sus- 
picion on six different characters 
and then 1uade the discovery of the 
mysterious German spy, Ryner, the 
seventh and long-sought suspect. 
They have done this without per- 
mitting too much of it to seem un- 
reasonable. Fable is vastly helped 
by Norman Foster’s direction, former 
screen player apparently having won 
his spurs in directing. He has fash- 
ioned a whole series of suspenseful 
moments without making the devel- 
opments seem ludicrous. 

Toler dominates every scene once 
he’s introduced working for the 
army intelligence disguised as a hat 
| store proprietor. He is tremendously 
| effectual in the well-conceived cli- 
|; max when the destruction of the 
|canal locks seems to hang on his 
| ability to force a confession from one 
; Of five suspects. Sen Yung makes 
| the ‘No. 2 son’ character highly im- 
portant. 

Jack La Rue, as a nightclub opera- 
tor and one of the menaces, con- 
tributes probably his best recent 
performance. Frank Puglia, another 
suspect, is good. Jean Rogers, as the 
Czech refugee showgirl, adds a nice 
minor role while Mary Nash, as the 
supposedly innocent schoolmarm, 
chips in with a topflight portrayal. 

Wear. 





Honeymoon Deferred 


Universal release of Ken Goldsmith pro- 
duction, Stars Edmund flowe, Margaret 
Lindsay; features Elisabeth Risdon, Joyce 
Compton, Chick Chandler, Anne Gwynne, 
Jerry Marlowe. Directed by Lew Landers, 
Original story, Roy Chanslor; screenplay, 
Roy Chanslor, Eliot Gibbons; camera, El- 
| Been Bredell, At Palace, N. Y., Feb. 15, 





|’40; dual. Running time, 59 MINS, 
| Adam Farradene............. Edmund Lowe 
PRE CMP MO i itcesecseees Margaret Lindsay 


Sarah Frome... 
Kitty Kerry.... 
| ‘Hap’ Maguire. 
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Cecile REED: 0:0.05:6.046-00060.0558 Anne Gwynne 
Jimmy Blades...... ibd000886 Jerry Marlowe 
NEI NDS 65. 556.0 080660 TTT TTT Cliff Clark 


| Eve Blades....... Pe ccceseceees Julie Stevens 


| Another of those determinedly 
| Whimsical husband-wife sleuthing 
| comedies, ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ is 
i kind of a road company ‘Thin Man’ 





version may be okay for some of the | —a very inferior road company. The 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Seventeen’ (Par). Tarking- 
ton’s famed story modernized 
for good entertainment as bill 
topper in regular runs. 





‘The Mad Empress’ (WB). 
Mexico’s Maximilian in slow- 
moving tragedy; double combos 
only. 

‘Charlie Chan in Panama’ 
(20th). Sidney Toler again 


vitalizing the Oriental sleuth in 
one of strongest of series. 

‘Honeymoon’ Deferred’ (U). 
Innocuous mystery-comedy of 
the husband-wife detective cate- 
gory; for reserve dualling. 

‘The Man From_ Dakota’ 
(M-G). Wallace Beery starrer. 
A weak story, which drops it to 
mild dual spotting. 

‘Knights of the Range’ (Par). 
Action western of better class 
will satisfy generally. 

‘Wemen Without Names’ (Par). 
Fem ‘Big House’ drama for sup- 
porter in subsequent duals. 


‘A Chump at Oxford’ (UA). 
Above average  Laurel-Hardy 
comedy. 


‘East Side Kids’ (Mono). Dull 
dualer of embryo gangsterism. 








yarn takes a long time to pass a 
given cliche and the gag situations 
and lines seem a bit too labored to 
be funny. Only the ingratiating 
presence of Edmund Lowe and Mar- 
garet Lindsay as the Jeads provides 
a redeeming touch. Even so, the 
picture is just a filler for lower- 
dualling. 

Story deals with an insurance in- 
vestigator who quits gumshoeing to 
get married and, presumably, lead 
a more humdrum life. But just as 
his honeymoon boat is to sail he is 
notified of a mysterious killing, so 
he and his bride leap off ship and 
into a succession of hectic situations 
which finally culminate in unravel- 
ing what is apparently intended to 
be a baffling case. Unfortunately, 
the air of mystery is pretty thin, 
with the real culprit revealed early 
in the yarn, a flock of unmotivated 
events clogging the action, most of 
the comedy attempts landing with a 
flat smack and the denouement leav- 
ing the studio floor cluttered with 
loose plot ends. 

As principals in the romantic- 

adventure concoction, Lowe _ and 
Miss Lindsay play it with admirable 
lightness and dash, which actually 
contrives to give some savor to oc- 
casional scenes, although it naturally 
can’t overcome the basic vaporous- 
ness of the script. 
Elisabeth Risdon is effective as a 
Sinister aunt and Joyce Compton 
turns in another of her expert sec- 
retary portrayals. The others are 
standard. Direction fails to provide 
the cohesive zip missing in the 
writing and permits several weak 
spots to slip through. 

If ‘Honeymoon Deferred’ is the 
first of a series, the studio had bet- 
ter call out the emergency squad. 

Hobe. 





MAN FROM DAKOTA 


Hollywood, Feb. 13. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Edward 
Chodorov production, Stars Wallace Beery; 
features John Howard, Dolores Del Rio, 
Donald Meek, Robert Barrat. Directed by 
Leslie Fenton. Screenplay by Laurence 






Stallings; based on book ‘Arouse and Bee 
ware,’ by MacKinlay Kantor; camera, Ray 
June; editor, Conrad A. Nervig. Pree 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, Feb. 15, 
"40. Running time, 74 MENS, ° 

Sergeant Barsiow............ Wallace Beery 
Ceever GUBEMs- 6s vec ctetevewe se John Howard 
a Vdb0o sok. 64 CSbR ONES Dolores Del Rio 
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Provost Marshal..........Addison Richards 
Campbellite... ..-Frederick Burton 


Union Soldier. 
Mr. Carpenter 


William Haade 
John Wray 





Hollywood, Feb. 14. 

The film version of MacKinlay 
|Kantor’s adventure story of two 
escaping Union soldiers, who weave 
through the Confederate lines to ul- 
timately save Grant’s forces from 
disaster, falls short of the dramatic 
suspense and sustained interest dis- 
played on the printed pages. ‘The 
Man From Dakota’ provides Wallace 
Beery with a stereotyped character- 
ization which is lightened at several 
points by some elemental and 
amusing situations keyed by Beery 
antics. Aside from that, the story 
unrolls at a dull pace, with no sus- 
taining of dramatic pace. At best, 
picture will drop into supporting 
spot in the duals, with Beery as the 
marquee attraction lifting it to an 
average B offering. It will slip by 
as mild arouser for the action and 
juvenile trade. 

Beery, scout from Dakota, and 
John Howard, lieutenant from Bos- 
ton, are Confederate prisoners. 
While being transferred to Libby, 
Howard plots an escape for the pair. 
Dolores Del Rio, a Russian girl who 
has killed a Russian Confederate of- 
ficer, is picked up by the duo, to- 
gether with a valuable map of army 
concentrations around Richmond. 
From that point, it’s a series of ad- 
ventures, some exciting but most of 
it rather dull, before the trio reaches 
the Union lines and Beery’s last dash 
= the map to Grant’s headquar- 
ers. 

Main handicap of picture is its in- 











conclusiveness and lack of main line 
motivation. Fault can be either in 
the script, or too deep cutting to get 
it down to footage. In any event, 
it’s a slipshod story that fails to jell 
in sustaining interest. Leslie Fen- 
ton shows a few flashes of directorial 
guidance, but on the whole seems 
snowed under by the material pro- 
vided. Beery, Howard and Miss Del 
Rio find themselves confronted with 
the same situation. 

Picture marks Miss Del Rio’s first 
screen appearance in over two years. 
It is not a too auspicious re-entry for 
the player, who has previously been 
identified with rich settings and ex- 
tensive wardrobes of smart fashions. 
Here she wallows’ through the 
streams and woods of Virginia in 
tattered dress and a dull expression. 
Not much production background 
to set this one off to advantage. 
Opening shots of the Belle Island 
Because of its background and 
presentation of subject matter, pic- 
ture will find it tough going in the 
southern states, where Union heroes 
of the Civil War are still unwanted 
in film form. 


Knights of the Range _ 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 16. 
Paramount release of Harry Sherman pro- 
duction; produced by Joseph W. Engel. 
rected by Lesley Selander. Screenplay by 
Norman Houston, based on story by Zane 
Grey; camera, Russell Harlan; editor, Car- 
roll Lewis; asst. director, D. M. Abrahams. 
Previewed in Projection Room, Feb, 16, 






‘40 Running time, 70 MINS, 
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This is a western of the better 
class, with standard story of cattle- 
rustlers set against beautiful scenic 
panoramas that greatly enhance 
audience interest. Added favorable 
factor is unobtrusive inclusion of 
several range ditties by The King’s 
Men, with the quartet in roles of 
cowhands. 

Zane Grey story in this instance is 


laid in the early days of the Cimar- 
ron country of Oklahoma. There's 
the regulation cattle baron and his 
daughter; hard riding and loyal cow- 
hands; a rustling band; and an edu- 
cated youth who first gets involved 
as a member of the outlaw gang, but 
swings over to the rancher to 
eventually save the girl’s fortune be- 
fore he goes for the final clinch. 
Picture has fast tempo in its un- 
folding, despite some obvious situ- 
ations and dialog sprinkled through- 
out the script. Lesley Selander pro- 
vides competent direction, which in 
many instances overcomes inanities 
in the story by its speedy pace. Rus- 
sell Harlan’s camera work, as in pre- 
vious Harry Sherman productions, is 
tops in exterior photography. 
Russell Hayden capably carries the 
role of the lead, with Jean Parker 
looking pretty as the rancher’s 
daughter. Victor Jory is a conniv- 
ing gambler; Morris Ankrum is ef- 
fective as leader of the rustlers, and 
J. Farrell MacDonald is foreman. 

The King’s Men sing four numbers 
to add to background favor of the 
picture. Spotted nicely, quartet dem- 
onstrates consideration for similar 
assignments. 


Women Without Names 
Hollywood, Feb. 15. 


Paramount release of Eugene Zukor pro- 
duction. Features Ellen Drew, Robert 
Paige, Judith Barrett, Louise Beavers, John 
Miljan. Directed by Robert Florey, Screen- 
play by William R. Lipman and Horace 
McCoy; based on play by Ernest Booth; 
camera, Charles Lang; editor, Anne Bauch- 
ens; asst. director, Joseph Lefert. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room Feb. 15, '40. 
Running time, 62 MINS, , 
a dk eee Ellen Drew 
Fred MacNeil Robert Paige 
POSEY ACHENS...ccccccccccers Judith Barrett 
Jobin Marlin John Miljan 
Millie Fay Helm 
oevceed John McGuire 
Ivory -...Louise Beavers 
REIS 6 5 ah Siwa-co-0 0's 6 0'S4 aK SSS ON James Seay 
Head Matron Inglis............ Esther Dale 
oe an -Marjorie Main 


Cee ee eeeseesesesens 





This is a minor league entry in 
both cast and production layout 
which will serve its purpose as a 
dual filler in the program and ac- 
tion houses. 

“Women Without Names’ locale 

mostly is inside a wornen’s pen, with 
dramatic situations tense and sus- 
penseful but along rather familiar 
lines. Script by William Lipman and 
| Horace McCoy is much better than 
| direction provided by Robert Florey. 
;Latter’s piloting develops stilted 
dialog and loose action in many 
spots. 
_ Ellen Drew and Robert Paige fall 
in love and are married. But imme- 
diately they are accused of the mur- 
der of a policeman in her apartment, 
and a politically-ambitious assistant 
d.a. secures a conviction. Paige is 
slated for the gallows, while Miss 
Drew gets a life sentence. Yarn 
then Swings through routine drama 
in the big house, until Judith Bar- 
rett, girl friend of Miss Drew’s for- 
mer husband, saves Paige’s neck with 
a last-minute confession. There’s a 
wild auto chase for a climax, with 
the two girls giving their story to 
. nid editor to get it broadcast in 
ime, 
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and shows more ability than 
rection provides, Paige carries nae 
of condemned man in good fashion, 
while Judith Barrett hits a high ent; 
as the jealous meanie whose heayj 
ness fades to sympathy to save Paige. 
Cast has several Paramount contract 
players in its setup. 


A CHUMP AT OXFORD 








United Artists release of Ha ae 
duction; associate producer, ‘Hal Bre 
Jr. Stars Stan Laurel and Oliver Hard , 
Directed by Alfred Goulding, Original ateny 
and screenplay by Charles Rogers Felly 
Adler and Harry Langdon; musical geo . 
Marvin Hatley; editor, Bert Jordan: pn 
era, Art Lloyd. At Rialto, N.Y.) week 
Feb. 10, "40, Running time, 63 MINS. ~ 
PUT TOUEON, 56:0 00:9-99-04 6600000 roan c i 
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Students--Gerald) Fielding, Gerak te 
Victor Kendall, Charles Hail, Peter em 
ing. 

With ‘Yank at Oxford’ whipping 
up interest in the old English schoo} 
and its traditions, Stan Laurel and 
Oliver MHardy’s farce is mildly 
comical without offending. It's a 
good addition for dual combos. 
‘Chump’ is not successful as out- 
right comedy until more than half 
completed. Time-worn gags clutter 
up the earlier footage and only when 
Laurel and Hardy, as new initiates 
into Oxford, actually move into the 
dean’s home does the action speed up. 

Early episodes have Laurel as a 
maid and Oliver Hardy as butler in 
a rich man’s home. It looks as 
though it had been tacked on in 
order to make up footage. James 
Finlayson is the wealthy host in this 
episode but not given any cast 
credit. 

The dinner party brings in all the 
familiar dress-tearing, pastry-flinging, 
corkpopping and shot-gun gags. Even 
that venerable nifty where the cop 
says ‘you are liable to blow my 
brains out’ and then exhibits the 
bullet-marked seat of his trousers is 
left in. 

Eut once the comedians land in 
England they fare better. Outside 
of the lost-in-the-woods stunt and 
ghost-at-midnight routine, the gag- 
ging and all-round material bright- 
ens up. 

Picture is all Laurel and Hardy. 
They have more witty dialog than 
usual and it seems to help overcome 
the necessity of so much old-fach- 
ioned hoke panto. 

Forrester Harvey, Frank Baker 
and Wilfred Lucas handle the main 
straight roles adequately. Not a 
femme figures in the cast, aside from 
the early dinner-party mob cane. 

ear. 


EAST SIDE KIDS 


Monogram release of Sam Katzman proe 
duction, Features Leon Ames, Joyce Bryant, 





Dennis Moore, Vince Barnett, East Side 
Kids, Directed by Bob Hill, Screenplay and 
story, Robert Lively; camera, Art Reed; 
editor, Earl Turner, Previewed in Projec- 
tion Room, N. Y., Feb. 15, '40. Running 
time, 62% MINS, 
A RRR rete Leon Ames 
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Weiss as cee etanceeenioeus Frank Yaconelli 
With East Side Kids (Hally Chester, 
Harris Berger, Frankie Burke, Donald 
Haines, David Durand). 





What suggests a road company of 
the Dead Enders is presently mas- 
querading as the ‘original East Side 
Kids’ in this Monogram film, another 
in the long series of sociological ex- 
periments in adolescent reformation. 
In telling of society’s means to re- 
habilitate youngsters whose environs 


| on the city streets don’t permit them 


the proper atmosphere to bridge the 
gap between childhood and adult- 
hood, Monogram has turned out 
an absurdly poor picture that will 
command little interest from even 
the vast army of the Dead End-type 
devotees. 

Wherein the ‘original’ billing 
concerned, the film has a somewhat 
confusing selling angle in its theo- 
retical association with the Dead End 
Kids. However, it won’t make any 
difference in the long run. Where 
their prototypes are involved, the 
East siders run a decidedly poor 
second, and one can bet a good stiff 
belt in the slats that Leo Gorcey, 
Bobby Jordan, et al, would whale 
the stuffings out of the East Siders. 

It’s all a strained atmosphere of 
kids schooled in the ways of crime 
and their ultimate reformation after 
a dull chase for counterfeiters, 1n 
which they join after first being ac- 
cessories. Leon Ames, as the dick 
who was once in a kid gang similar 
to the one with which he now had 
to deal, is the lone member of the 
featured group who is able to 
emerge from the ignoble story un- 
scathed. Joyce Bryant is a looker 
as his romantic interest, but has 
little to do, while Vince Barnett isn’t 
present long enough to warrant the 
featured billing that he gets. ; 
Bob Hill’s directon is slow, while 
stock camera shots, presumably 0! 
New York’s East Side, show a con- 


is 





Miss Drew is capable in the lead, 


siderably dated flavor. 
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Showmen! For Your Advance Campaign! 


These raves belong in your ads and lobby —just 
the way they’re doing it at the N. Y. Strand... 
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“It’s the most compell- Sa truly 


: de!” 
ing movie ever ma aint 
-ajeJIMMIE FIDLER AUL Mun] 


Oo 


EDWARD G. 


ROBINSON 


THE STORY OF 


DR.EHRLICHS 
MAGIC BULLET 


with 


Ruth Gordon - Otto Kruger 
Donald Crisp 
\ Directed by WILLIAM DIETERLE 
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Back-Tracking on Its 
Boycott Stand Against % Pix 





SS 


— 
Bioff 
Continued from page — 
will be turned over to members 


themselves since the two leaders of 
the negotiating committee are now 














Minneapolis, Feb. 20. 


Because of its boxoffice exploits 
and the public demand, Northwest 
Allied States is expected to release 
members from a pledge not to buy 
‘Gone With the Wind’ at the ‘ex- 
orbitant’ 70-30% sharing terms de- 
manded by Metro. Many members 
already have signified their inten- 
tion to sign up for the picture as soon 
as it’s available for them. 

With the organization’s president, 
aggressive W. A. Steffes, seriously 
indisposed, directors were to meet 
this week to arrange the annual 


facing court hearings. J. W. Buzzell, 
chief lieutenant for Bioff in the ne- 
gotiations, is out on bond charged 
with reckless driving and suspicion 
of negligent homicide. The other 
two members of the committee re- 
maining, after Bioff sidetracked the 
rank and file reps, were A. H. Peter- 
son, former Longshoreman rep, and 
Walter Redmond, Plasterers’ rep. 
Steve Newman, international rep of 
IATSE, will be in temporary charge 
of IA affairs here but it's likely other 
international reps will be sent here 
from the east. 


Caught Up With 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

For the first time in his 20 
years as a film actor, Richard 
Carle bursts into song in the 
Universal picture, ‘Ma, He's 
Making Eyes At Me.’ Ditty is 
‘I Picked a Lemon in the Garden 
of Love,’ which he wrote and 
sang in 1906. 

In addition to thesping and 
songwriting, Carle produced 
Broadway musical comedies be- 
fore he entered pictures. 








Gov. Olson Signs Extradition 





meeting in March when ‘Gone’ and 
other matters will be discussed. It 
is feared that Steffes’ health will not | 
permit him to take an active part in | 
this year’s convention. With his phy- 
sicians insisting that he remain hos- | 
pitalized for at least five weeks long- 
er it even may be necessary for him 
to miss the convention entirely. 
Directors say that a more active | 
fight will be mapped out against 
percentage pictures generally. With 
split terms skyrocketing in present 
fashion, they declare, ‘ruin stares in- 
dependent exhibitors in the face.” 
Twin City independents are deter- 
mined that they’ll no longer make an | 
exception in the case of M-G and buy 
four pictures on percentage, as, 
they've been doing. There'll be flat 
buying, entirely, they declare, ex- 
cept in such isolated cases as ‘Gone’ | 
and ‘Pinocchio’ for example. 
The body also plans to take an| 
active fight in trying to put over the | 
Neely bill, members indicate. All | 
possible pressure will be brought to. 
bear on Congressional members from | 
this territory, they make clear. | 
Fearful of a product shortage later 
in the season because of the unusual- | 
ly large number of downtown hold- | 
overs and the playing time absorbed | 
by ‘Gone,’ the Twin City neighbor- | 
hood independents want to confer | 
with Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) and | 
exchange heads to try to solve the) 
‘problem’. Some favor asking that | 
clearance be figured from the date of | 
films’ national release dates. 
The ‘bowling menace’ also will | 
come up for discussion. Exhibitors | 
say the craze is making big boxoffice 
inroads and they think that they may | 
be able to tie up with it in some 
way so as to counteract the injury. , 


[ATSE Considering | 
Television Jurisdiction 


Following discussion concerning | 
television at the Miami executive 
board session of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, consideration is being given 
tc the organization of this branch of 
the business by the IA. This step 
may be taken immediately, so that 
the IA is on the ground floor, even 
though the inside opinion seems to 
be that tele has a long way yet to go. 

A meeting was held by the IA 
Monday (19) with the heads of New 
York locals called in. In addition to 
television, the huddle is reported to 

\% have included discussion of the 1940 
gy N. Y. World’s Fair and jurisdiction 
there. While Local 306, operators, 
manned all projection machines to- 
ward the end of last year’s exposi- | 
tion session, there was considerable 








trouble, including with the Interna- | 


tional Brotherhood of Electrical 


Workers. 





Pittsburgh 


Continued from page 7 











like at least $4,600, big. Last week, 
‘Granny Get Gun’ (WB), ‘Emergen- 
cy Squad’ (Par) and Louis-Godoy, 
around $3,500, good. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—‘Mice and Men’ (UA). Moved here 
from Alvin. Might snare $2,500, but 
it’]l take a pull. ‘Last week, ‘Beware 
Spooks’ (Col) and ‘Call Messenger’ 
(U), four days, pretty awful at $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Light Failed’ (Par) and Benny Davis 
revue. Good show and well liked on 
both ends, but taking the rap along 
with the rest. Prospects are for 
around $15,500 and not so bad 


onaanet 





Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 20. 

| Gov. Culbert L. Olson on Satur- 
day (17) signed extradition papers 
which had been forwarded by Gov. 
Henry Horner, of Illinois, requesting 
the labor leader’s return to the 
jurisdiction of Cook county, where 
awaits him an unserved sentence of 
six months (less a few days) in the 
Bridewell, 


Because of issues raised by at- 
torneys for Bioff at the extradition 
hearing here on Feb. 13, Gov, Olson 
gave to the press a written opinion 
and reason for granting the Horner 
requisition. In every respect the 
executive denied arguments § ad- 
vanced in behalf of Bioff, including 
the point that extradition should be 
refused because Bioff has been in- 
dicted in California for Federal in- 
come tax evasion and should be de- 
tained here to stand trial on that 
count. 


Gov. Olson states that the U. S. 





Postal Warning on Ic 
Mail Matter Would 
Affect Many Cinemas 


Washington, Feb. 20. 


Warning that le mail rate on un- 
sealed advertising matter is limited 
to bulk matter with pre-cancelled 
stamps was issued by the postal serv- 
ice last week. Enforcement prob- 
ably will affect numerous theatres, 
mostly neighborhood houses, which 
in recent years have adopted the 
practice of keeping regular patrons 
posted on weekly bills with mimeo- 
graphed or printed schedules. 

Reminder by the Post Office De- 
partment said postmasters should not 
accept unsealed advertising bearing 

j s r enclosed in usual | ,.“”. 
poten pas ner ra ch aeme district attorney has filed a state- 


are to be cancelled after deposit in |™e"t expressing no concern staal 
| counsel that the labor chief has re- 
Decision Due March 15) charge in Chicago, Gov. Olson de- 











On the point raised by Bioff’s 
? 
N.Y. Boothmen’s Increase 
since his conviction on a pandering 
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How Disney's Deal Shapes Up 








Sid Silvers’ Reasons 





Editor, VARIETY: 
New York. 

Regarding my doing dialog for 
reissue of Jack Benny's ‘Medi- 
cine Man,’ have been approached 
by owners of picture, but defi- 
nitely refused to do it for follow- 
ing reasons: 

First, Benny’s friendship is too 
valuable to lose; second, some 
day vaudeville may come back 
and Benny may need a guy in 
the box; third, am too busy with 
Jack Yellen doing Jolson’s new 
show [A] allows me 15 minutes 
a day to think of my mammy and 
then my thoughts must go back 
to Jolson], and fourth, Benny 
may get the idea of reissuing a 
little gem I made, namely ‘52d 
Street.’ 

Sid Silvers. 


RCA’s Loans to RKO 
Forms Basis of One 
Stockholder’s Suit 


A. stockholder’s action against 
Radio Corp. of America, Westing- 
house, General Electric Co. and 24 
offices and directors of the three 
companies, was filed in N. Y. federal 
court Monday (19), by J. Webster 








— 











Comparison of Center with Radio City Music Hall 


on ‘Snow White’ 
+ 


and ‘Pinocchio’ 





If doing $200,000 in its first five 
weeks at the Center, an average of 
$40,000 weekly, ‘Pinocchio’ will be 
getting a gross that is less than 50% 
what ‘Snow White’ did in its engage. 
ment at the Music Hall. Walt Dis. 
ney’s first cartoon feature played the 
Hall five weeks and grossed $530,000, 
returning a rental to RKO-Disney of 
$148,400, 

‘Pinocchio,’ wanted by the Hall, 
with latter willing to guarantee pic. 
ture five weeks at reported same 
terms as ‘Snow White’ (28%), grossed 
$45,000 on its first seven days at the 
Center. This is below expectations, 
though by all standards satisfactory, 

On a $200,000 gross over five weeks, 
RKO-Disney will get a rental return 
of $140,000, but out of this come al] 
advertising and other expenses ex- 
cepting the Center and its operation 
(management, staff, light, heat, etc), 
The $148,400 rental back on ‘Snow 
White’ was virtually net, since the 
Hall stood all advertising costs. RKO 
spent less than $10,000, it is under- 
stood, on incidentals in connection 
with the Hall run. 

RKO and Disney spent $16,000 ad- 
vance on ‘Pinocchio’ and $9,000 to 
cover the first week, plus approxi- 
mately $5,000 in signs. For subse- 
quent four weeks the ad bill will run 
around $5,000. 

Deal on ‘Pinocchio’ with the Cen- 
ter is 30% of the gross net to cover 
use of the theatre. This is considered 
a good deal for the theatre unless 
‘Pinocchio’ dips below $30,000 in 





Manning, holder of 1,000 shares of 
common of RCA, on behalf of him- | 
self, and other stockholders similiar- | 
ly situated. The action seeks re-| 


gross, when it isn't. It costs $9,000 
to $10,000 to keep the theatre open 
and staffed. 

While Hall was agreeable to guar- 


covery of sums in excess of $270,- | antee of five weeks for ‘Pinocchio’ on 
000,000, and is based on two sepa- | assertedly same terms of 28% as 
rate causes of action. '‘Snow White’ got, on the latter pic- 

One cause of action deals with the ,ture the theatre made no guaran- 


in| continuance in 


postal boxes and slots. ithe extradition proceedings. 
habilitated himself in the 16 years, 
| 





A decision on the long-delayed 
arbitration of an increase for New 
York booth operators retroactive to 
September, 1939, is expected around 
March 15, following submission of 
voluminous briefs and testimony. 

The arbitration concerns wage 
scales and conditions for two years | 
from September, in the _ theatres 
of the major chains, plus those in 
the de luxe division downtown. 
Theatre operators and Local 306, ; 





|New York boothmen, were unable to ‘tion arising out of charges now pend- 
|reach a compromise after demands 


of 306 for a 20% inerease, and the 
matter, under long-term recognition 
contracts, was sent to arbitration. 

Prof. Milton J. Handler of Colum- 
bia university was appointed neutral 
arbiter late last fall te serve with 
Major Leslie E. Thompson (RKO) | 
and C. C. Moskowitz (Loew’s) for 
the theatres and Joe Basson, presi- | 
dent. and Bert Popkin, business | 
agent. for 306. | 

Friseo’s Wage Tilt 
San Francisco, Feb. 20. 

A new two-year contract, with pay 
increases in some cases, covering 130 
IATSE ushers, doormen and cashiers, 
has been signed with seven first-run 
downtown houses by Theatrical Em- 
ployes’ Local B-18. Doormen and 
cashiers have been raised 5c per 
hour to 55 and 57%c respectively. 
| Other gains include provision for 
overtime to begin after 42 hours in- 
stead of 48, and agreement that em- 
| ployes will be in shifts of no less 
| than three hours. Previously three- 
hour minimum day was in effect, 
| with shifts being broken down, in 
|some cases, to three one-hour 


| periods. 


Negotiators for the union were Al 
| Maas, president, and William Suther- 
land, business manager. 


Fairbanks Widow’s 36 Mo. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 

Monthly allowance of $3,000 was 
|granted Mrs, Sylvia Ashley Fair- 
| banks, widow of Douglas Fairbanks, 
;pending final settlement of the 
| estate, valued at $2,500,000. 
| Allowance is for six months, with 

case the estate 











comparison, considering price of the| has not been settled by that time. 


Davis unit and that of Benny Good- 
man, who last week, with ‘Rulers of 
Sea’ (Par), did — a bit better. 

Warner (WB) (2,000;75-$1.10-$1.65 ) 
—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). 
the weather pinch just a little, but 
let-up isn’t too noticeable and pic-| 
ture’s holding to near capacity in| 
spite of everything. Should push up| 
this week to pretty close to $28,000. 
Last week, ‘Gone’ dropped to around 
7008. Storm cancelations suited 

at. 


Feeling | was signed yesterday 


| 





BERGMAN’S LEGIT 


Ingrid Bergman, from pictures, 
(Tues.) for 
Vinton Freedley’s production of 
‘Liliom.” Show goes into rehearsal 
Monday (26) and will open shortly 
after the end of Lent. 

It’s part of David O. Selznick’s 
plan to give her more stage training 
in between pix. 


pers as presented by the State of IIli- 


clares that his own investigation 
does not substantiate the contention. | 


Excerpts of his memorandum fol- 
low: 


‘The Attorney General of the State 
of California has ruled that the pa- 


nois are legally sufficient. The 
United States Attorney for the South- 
ern District of California has filed 
with me a statement expressing no 
concern over these extradition pro- 
ceedings and questions of jurisdic- 


ing in the Federal court against this 
defendant. Therefore, no legal cause 
remains why this requisition should 
not be honored. 


‘It has been contended by counsel 
for the defendant that I have de- 
nied extradition in cases where an 
individual has escaped from a peni- 
tentiary in a foreign jurisdiction and 
remained in the State of California 
over a period of years. | 
‘That places in issue in the instant | 
case the question of whether or not 
the defendant is a fully rehabilitated 
member of society. I, therefore, 
deemed it necessary to carefully in- 


lending to RKO of $11,600,000 for a 
6%, 10-year debenture issue in No- 
vember, 1931, although it is alleged 
that the RCA directors well knew 
RKO was about to go into bank- 
ruptcy, The issue was an unsecured 
secondary obligation and subject to a 
prior issue of $6,000,000 secured by 





tees, holdovers being dependent on 
control figures, 

RKO is demanding 50% from the 
first dollar for ‘Pinocchio’ in the ma- 
jority of cases but will take 40° or 
35% if deals carry a split satisfactory 
to the distributor. RKO is also ask- 
ing that theatres allocate the same 
time to the Disney cartoon as they 


all RKO’s assets. > “a 
| gave ‘Snow White’ and is attempting 





Vocafilm vs. A.T.&T., Erpi_ 
Settled by Mutual Consent: 


Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard 
in N. Y. Saturday (17) dismissed 
with prejudice to renew the $65,- 
953,125 suit of Vocafilm Corp. of 
America against American Tele- 
phone & Telegraph, Western Elec- 
tric, and Electrical Research Pro- 
ducts, Inc. The action was dismissed | 








\by mutual consent. The amount of | 


the settlement, if any, could not be | 
learned. | 

Action was filed in July, 1933, and 
charged violations of the Sherman | 
‘anti-trust laws and sought triple 
damages. The plaintiff, in the busi- | 





come to the State of California. 
Naturally my sources for investiga- 
tion before his arrival in this state 
are somewhat limited, and many 
matters which have been brought to 
my attention would not be deemed 
conclusive by a court of law. Never- 
theless, in extradition matters, it is 
universally held that the discretion 
of the sovereign is paramount and 
not bound by strict rules of evidence. 


‘Frequent Arrests, Inquiries’ 


urges that his offense vas youthful 
indiscretion and that he is now fully 
rehabilitated and leading a useful 
life. On the other hand, my attention 
has been called to the frequent in- 
quiries, questioning, arrests and de- 
tention by law enforcement authori- 
ties of Chicago of the defendant and 
his associates in connection with il- 
legal activities, many in compari- 
tively recent years when he can no 
longer be considered ‘youthful.’ 
While it is true he was never con- 
victed of another offense, I fee] con- 
strained to take into consideration 
the fact that he lived in a com- 
munity which has had a type of law 
enforcement that permitted a court's 
sentence to go unsatisfied for 18 
years. 

‘I do not feel convinced that the 
ends of justice will be defeated by 
honoring this requisition of the Gov- 





‘The defendant in the instant case | 


vestigate the activities of this defend- | ness of selling motion picture parts | $100,000 from the studio for 
ant, both before and after he has | and accessories, as well as sound |story, ‘She Done Him Wrong, but 


| equipment for use in theatres, claims | 
| to have been put out of business by 
acts on the part of the defendants. 





Hochreich’s Daughtcr Missing 
Donna Manning, 19, daughter of 
| David R. Hochreich, head of Voca- 
film, is the object o* a nationwide 
search by New York police and the | 
FBI. She disappeared from her par- 
|} ents’ Hotel Astor (N.Y.) apartment | 
{last Tuesday (13) and hasn't been | 
| heard from since. 

| Miss Manning was a singer in New 
| York niteries and on Major Bowes 
Sunday morning broadcasts, 


Par Ahead of Sked 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Paramount's backlog of finished 
pictures is so heavy that production 
will be slowed down to a walk for 
at least six weeks. Only two pic- 
tures, ‘Destiny’ and ‘The Ghost 

Breakers,’ are currently in work. 
Six more films are in preparation, 

slated to start at weekly intervals. 


ENCORE ‘DR. CHRISTIAN’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Three more ‘Dr. Christian’ pic- 
tures starring Jean Hersholt will be 
made by Stephens-Lang Productions 














ernor of Illinois. I am therefore} 
honoring that requisition and forth- | 
with issuing the governor's warrant | 
for the extradition of William Bioff.’ | 








for RKO release on the 1940-41 
schedule, 
George J. Schaefer, -RKO prez, | 


okayed the series extension during | 
his recent Coast visit, 


to force an increase in admission 
scales along lines successfully ma- 
neuvered by Metro for ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ though not on such an 
elaborate scale, 

The boosting of admissions for 
‘Pinocchio,’ it is said, are desired 
from a jump of 5c up. 


Mark Linder vs. Mae West 
Over Par Story at Bat 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 
Damage suit for $100,000 against 
Mae West was started in superior 
court here yesterday (Monday). Ac- 
tress is charged with withholding 
Mark Linder’s share of the profits 
of her Paramount film. 
Miss West testified 





asked 
her 


she 


Linder declared she told him she re- 
ceived $25,000 and 5% of the net. 
Linder said he helped her write 
‘Lil’ and was promised half of what 


| she received from the fiim rights, but 


testified she never paid off. 





Louisville 


Continued from page —— 





' gross, but should return average $6,- 
| 000. 


Last week (75-$1.26), third 
stanza for ‘Gone’ (M-G), wound up 
run at fine $18,000. Pic opens .at 
Brown (23). 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 15- 
30-40)—‘British Intelligence’ (WB) 
and ‘Granny’ (WB). House has been 
successful with solo policy for about 
four months and is only reverting to 
duals until more potent product 
available. Current pair pacing for 
below average $2,600. Last week, 
third and final stanza for ‘69th’ (WB), 
okay $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Pa- 
role Fixer’ (Par). Top pic of two- 
some rated as best in town by crx, 
and Ronald Colman name is prime 
marquee dressing...Holding around 
average pace and should wind up 
with okay $7,500. Last week, ‘Little 
New York’ (20th) and ‘Young Feel 
(20th), copped swell $9,000 and move- 
over. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Swiss Robinson’ (RKO) and 
‘Marines Fly’ (RKO). Plenty of 24- 
sheets around town and strong ap- 
peal for family trade. Pointing to- 
ward good $3,300. Last week ,‘Gree: 
Hell’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon Deferre« 
(U), fine $4,000. 
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LEO 


proud papa of a 


| TRIO 


of Great New Hits! 





NATIONALLY ADVERTISED: saturvay eveninc poste COLLIER'S 


LIBERTY «© AMERICAN * COSMOPOLITAN ¢ DETROIT FREE PRESS « AMERICAN BOY « RED 


BOOK « TIME’ * AMERICAN WEEKLY (NATIONAL SUNDAY NEWSPAPER SUPPLEMENT Appearing 
in these 21 Big City Newspapers: Albany Times-Union, Atlanta Journal, Baltimore American, Boston Sunday 
Advertiser, Buffalo Courier Express, Chicago Herald-American, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Detroit Times, Houston 
Post, Los Angeles Examiner, Milwaukee Sentinel, Minneapolis Star-Journal, Nashville Tennessean, New York 
Journal-America, Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, Portland Orégonian, San Antonio Light, San Francisco Examiner, 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Syracuse Herald-American, Washington, D. C., Times Herald). 


N. Y. SUNDAY NEWS MAGAZINE ¢ N.Y. SUNDAY MIRROR MAGAZINE ¢ BOYS’ LIFE 


OPEN ROAD FOR BOYS * THIS WEEK (NATIONAL SUNDAY NEWSPAPER SUPPLEMENT Appearing 
in these 25 Big City Newspapers: Atlanta Constitution, Baltimore Sun, Birmingham News & Age Herald, Boston 
Herald, Chicago Daily News, Cincinnati Enquirer, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Dallas News, Detrgit News, Indian- 
apolis Star, Los Angeles Times, Memphis Commercial Appeal, Milwaukee Journal, Minn:apolis Tribune, New 
Orleans Item-Tribune, New York Herald Tribune, Omaha World-Herald, Philadelphia Record, Pittsburgh Press; 
+ Portland (Oregon) Journal, St. Louis Globe-Democrat, San Francisco Chronicle, Seattle Times, Spokane Spokes- 
man-Review, Washington Star). 
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Seuphifcation of U.'s Corporate 
Structure Reported Near Completion 





Progress is being made on Univer- 
gal’s contemplated plan for simplica- 
tion of its corporate structure, as out- 
lined in the annual report to stock- 


holders. Indication this week was 
that the recap plan might be ready 
within the next two weeks. Pro- 
cedure in drawing up a plan for re- 


vising the company’s setup has 
been to mull several possibilities 
and then get together on one 


agreeable to all types of stockhold- 
ers. Two groups of preferred share- 
holders, common stockholders and 
holders of voting trust certificates 
for the common all must be satis- 
fied. 

Some arrangement for taking care 
of about $56 due on each share of 
first preferred may be incorporated 
into the revamped recapitalization 
although conservative board opinion 
is strongly against such action. Uni- 
versal executives recently have been 
more inclined to look after repay- 
ment of bank loans and building up 
cash reserve than trying to clear 
up these dividend arrears. However, 
it is understood that part of the 
arrears on this stock will be paid off 
as part of the recapitalization setup. 

Earnings currently are reported to 
be even better than a year ago, and 
inclination of one group is to reduce 
all earrying charges where logically 
possible, 

Although several U officials have 
been in favor of simplifying the 


the admission in the annual report | 
was the first intimation that such | 
proposal was being seriously con- 
sidered. 

As presently constituted, U has 
four classifications of stock with two 
different corporations identified with 
the different shares. Universal Corp., 
the parent or holding corporation, is 
represented by the new certificates 
for the common issued shortly after 
the present management took over. 
Universal Pictures, the operating 
company and subsid of Universal 
Corp., is represented by the first 
preferred, listed on the N. Y. Stock 
Exchange and by the common, listed 
on the curb. Idea would be to do 
away with different classes of stock, 
including the second preferred, 
which occasionally is traded in on 
the big board. One proposal is to 
place everything under a single cor- 
poration. 


Wronged by Bandit Pic 
Say 2 Suing U for 1006 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 

Two damage suits of $50,000 each 
were filed against Universal by Dol- 
lie Parks and Jean G. Janofsky, 
widow and daughter, respectively, 
of Roy Gardner, bandit. 

Plaintiffs charged their rights of 
privacy were invaded by the pic- 











corporate structure for some time, 
tat esc 


ture, ‘I Stole a Million.’ 
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erally released. 


and is invaluable . 








Its NEW- 


VALUABLE- 
and brother- 


Its FAST! 


P.T. 


Sales and distribution forces must have a 
quick slant of the public box office reac- 
tion to new pictures ... especially from 
those people who have the opportunity 
of seeing the picture before it is gen- 


Information like this aids them in selling 


know fast—they need this information 
on their desks the morning immediately 
following the preview showing. 


The NEW * Postal Telegraph Preview 
Service unique plan accomplishes this. 


| Postal Telegraph Preview Service 


253 Broadway 
BArciay 7-4030, Ext. 272 





Film Agents 


Continued from page 5. 











vice-prexy; Patsy Darr, second vice- 
prexy; Fred Mitchell, third vice- 
| prexy; Bert Easley, fourth vice- 
'prexy; Lucile Gleason, fifth vice- 
|prexy; Patrice Brooks, recording 


' secretary, and Helene Heller, treas- 
| urer. 


Following members will be elected 
to the executive board: Kenny Gard- 
ner, Patrice Brooks, Patsy Darr. 
Eddie Davis, Fred Keating, Eleanor 
Walker, Ann Allison, Helene Heller, 
Joe Brooks, Lillian Randolph, Prince 


Leilani, Dorothy Gross, Lucile Glea- 
son, Fred G. Johnson, Cliff Nazarro, 
Frank Evers, Charles Irwin, Roy 
Rogers, Bert Easley, Beth Renolds 
and Frank Mitchell. 

Deal has been set for a working 
alliance between AGVA, Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes, American Federation of 
Musicians, Culinary Workers’ Union, 
and bartenders, waiters and cooks. 
Committee has been appointed by 
H. L. McMurray, of the Central La- 
bor Council, to draft pact. Commit- 
tee is composed of J. W. Van Hook, 
Carl Cooper, Cy Burch, C. J. Hyans 
and Jack Arnold. 

Demand ‘Kickback’ Proof 


A demand by union leaders for 
concrete figures showing major com- 
panies cannot continue payment of 
10% increase granted workers re- 
sulted in recess in negotiations be- 
tween producers and studio unions 
On proposed ‘kickback’ of pay tilt. 
It was reported the unions also asked 
the companies to submit definite 
proof that they had carried out their 
previous agreement to take every 
step possible to readjust their busi- 
ness so as to make it unnecessary to 
recall the wage increases. Several 
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labor heads demanded to know if the 
| Salaries of any executives or actors, 
writers and directors had been cut. 


| Another meeting will be held this 
| week at which time the producers 
| will submit a breakdown of figures 
| pertaining to expenditures, earnings, 
! salaries, etc. Producers are repre- 
| sented by Y. Frank Freeman, E. J. 
| Mannix, B. B. Kahane, Walter Wan- 
| ger, Fred Pelton, Pat Casey and 
M. B. Silberberg. 


Willie Bioff, who has been ordered 
returned to Chicago to serve a six- 
months’ jail sentence, has been acting 
as chairman of the labor group. 
Other members of labor committee 
are J. W. Buzzell, executive secre- 
tary of the Central Labor Council; 
Walter Redmond, international rep- 
resentative of Studio Plasterers; and 
A. .H. Peterson, organizer for the 
American Federation of ‘Labor. 


Ralph MacDonald has been elected 
business representative of Moving 
Picture Operators’ Local 150 of the 
IATSE. He succeeds R. L. Haywood, 
who resigned soon after being elected 
to a thir’ term. 








Goldwyn Sues 


L___. Continued from page 4...____] 








of Alexander Korda Productions, 
Ltd., and objected to Korda releas- 
ing his own film in nationalistic 
Spain. Goldwyn also objected to the 
formation of the Elton Corp. by 
Douglas Fairbanks. 


The Silverstone Plan 


Details of the ‘Silverstone plan,’ 
janother bone of contention, are 
| listed. Distribution terms and reve- 
|nue to producers such as 25% up 
| to $750,000, and a refund as high as 
10% on $1,750,000 in the U. S., and 
| 25% up to $300,000 to a 10% refund 
;on $700,000 in English distribution, 
| are some of these points. 

Another point listed by the pro- 
|ducer in his action is the failure of 
UA to pay the $54,559 due him under 
the Silverstone plan. 

The complaint mentions that on 
Dec. 18, 1939, Goldwyn wrote UA 
terminating the distribution contract. 
He received a letter in reply from 
Silverstone refusing to accept the 
resignation on the grounds that UA 
had not in any way breached the 
agreement, Goldwyn mentions his at- 
tempted deals with Paramount and 
Warners to secure a releasing deal 
for ‘Westerner,’ but says that, after 
he had secured better deals, UA 
warned the other two majors of 
legal action, and they dropped 
negotiations. As a result he was 
forced to go back to UA for dis- 
tribution. Until Jan. 30, the com- 
plaint declares, Goldwyn tried to 
negotiate with others, but they were 
‘all afraid. 
| Hearings on an application by 
| Steuer to examine Korda hefore trial 
| has been set for Tuesday (27). d 
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Reis Directs at RKO 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Irving Reis moved _ yesterday 
(Mon.) from Paramount to RKO for 
a director post under Lee Marcus. 
For two years Reis had been a 
writer on the Par lot, coming from 
radio, 


Ex-Abbott Man, Now An 
MCA Agent, Handled 
Both ‘Girls,’ ‘Syracuse’ 


‘Too Many Girls,’ George Abboit’s 
production of the Rodgers and Hart 
musical comedy, at the Imperial, 
N. Y., was finally bought by RKO 
last Thursday (15) after several 
weeks of lively negotiations. Price 
was $100,000 and up until the con- 
tract was actually closed Metro, Co- 
lumbia and Warners were also in 
the running for the rights. 

Deal calls for Abbott to produce. 
He may also direct, if he so desires. 
George Marion, Jr., author of the 
book, will do the screen treatment. 
Production is to start in the late 
spring-early summer, with probable 
release early in the fall to capitalize 
on the yarn’s football theme. Con- 
sidered likely that several members 
of the legit cast will be signed to do 
the same parts in the fitm, but that 
will await huddles between Abbott 
and RKO, and then negotiations with 
the players involved. 

Abbott yesterday (Tues.) denied 
that most of the cast would be used 
in the picturization. “There has been 
absolutely no casting,’ he said, ‘and 
neither Ginger Rogers, Shirley 
Temple, Charlie Chaplin, nor any of 
the numerous others’ mentioned, 
have been signed. As for transport- 
ing the entire company, principals 
and chorus, to Hollywood, as sev- 
eral newspaper and radio commen- 
tators have predicted, that would be 
fairly impossible, unless it was dis- 
covered that every member of the 
company was atwin. We expect the 
musical to continue at the Imperial 
theatre (N.Y.) through the summer 
with the same cast and no ghosts 
playing.’ 

Contrary to expectations, 











there is 


RKO. He is expected back on 
Broadway by late summer to begin 
readying his linewp of shows for the 
next season. ‘Girls’ deal was 
agented by Music Corp., although 
Marion is understood to have ac- 
tually used his connections in the 
various Hollywood story departments 
to stir up interest in the show. MCA 
also negotiated the recent sale of 
‘The Boys from Syracuse,’ previous 
season’s Abbott-Rodgers-Hart musi- 
cal, to Universal. Martin Jurow, 
who handled both deals, was asso- 
ciated with Abbott before joining 
MCA 


KORDA HELD EAST BY 
‘PRIVATE BUSINESS’ 








to discuss, is holding Alexander 
Korda in New York this week, fol- 
lowing his somewhat surprising ar- | 
rival from London last Thursday | 
(15), about a week earlier than ex- 
pected. English film producer held 
a reservation for Hollywood in a 
plane leaving several hours after his 
Ship docked, but postponed his de- | 
parture to Monday (19) because of 
‘a bad cold and weariness’ from the | 
rough sea voyage. Monday he said | 
he would leave in about a week. 
Although United Artists, of which 
Korda is a producer-member, has 
announced that ‘Jungle Boy,’ starring 
Sabu and directed by Korda’ broth- 
er, Zoltan, both of whom are now on 
the Coast, would be made by Korda 
in Hollywood, the producer said his 
plans are not definite. He will prob- 
ably work on the Coast, he said, de- 
pending on outcome of confabs with 
Murray Silverstone, UA chief, and 
other execs, but in any event must 
return to England in six or e‘ ht 
weeks. If possible, he declared, he 
will get writers and other prelimi- 
nary workers started and actually 
make ‘Jungle Boy’ on a return to 
Hollywood after first going back to 
London. 

Korda also said that he will finish 
exteriors for ‘Thief of Bagdad’ in 
Arizona during his current stay. 
Shorts were originally scheduled for 
Africa, but war condition. made it 
impossible to take the company 
there. Footage of ‘Bagdad’ already 


nothing in the deal about possible | 
further production by Abbott at/| 


‘Private business,’ which he refuses 





Sweeping Curfew 


Would K.0. Juve 
B.0. Biz in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 
A sweeping curfew ordinance Ge- 
signed to regulate the attendance of 


minors in theatres and other amuse- 
ment spots, proposed by city’s as- 
sistant safety director, R. W. Cham- 
berlin, will be vigorously opposec by 
Cleveland exhibitors’ association 
when it is brought up in city coun- 
cil this week for a vote. 

Recommended by Capt. Arthur 
Roth, superintendent of police juve- 
nile bureau, to curb possibility of 
night-time street assaults against 
| children, measure is being patterned 
after Detroit’s blue laws. Under its 
sharp-toothed ‘must-nots,’ which 
worried exhibitors claim would not 
stop the current wave of attacks, 
theatres and niteries would have to 
follow drastic rules. 

Employment of minors under 17 
as entertainers, with exception of 
youngsters in roadshows approved 
by state authorities, would be taboo, 
Another section of ordinance calls 
for posting of these rules in all pic- 
ture houses, cafes and niteries. Vio- 
lations, considered misdemeanors, 
might be punishable by a maximum 
fine of $100 or 30 days or both. 

George W. Erdman is representing 
Cleveland Motion Picture Exhibitors 
Association, of which he is secretary, 
in council debate this week to prove 
that the proposed law would be far 
from a cure-all. Juvenile court cops 
in the meantime are having their 
hands kept full by cases of children 
lured from theatres and molested by 
| perverts. 








See Pix OK for Kids 
In Montreal Shortly 


Montreal, Feb. 20. 

| End of the barring or pix to min- 
ors under 16 in this city, that has 
been in force here since 1927, was 


hinted last week by Hon. Wilfrid 
Girouard, attorney-general of the 
province of Quebec. The Govern- 
ment, he said, was not looking &s- 
kance at the proposal that a censor- 
ship board composed of religious 
and other community leaders inter- 
ested in the educational development 
and moral safeguarding of minors 
be set up to pass on films that would 
be suitable for children. The board 
would be made up of a Catholic 
priest, a Protestant minister and one 
or two others with the right back- 
ground. 

There have been permissions to 
view films such as the Royal] Visit 
last year, ‘Snow White’ and ‘Gulli- 
| ver's Travels,’ but the government 
has stepped outside the law in giving 
these permissions. 








Jimmy Starr’s P.A. 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Jimmy Starr, picture ed of L. A. 
Herald-Express, is going on an 
eight-week personals tour. He will 
surround himself with a bevy of 
young players loaned by the stu- 
dios. 

Opens at Loew's 
York. 





State in New 





Helen Mack Joins Fidler 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 26. 


Helen Mack is a last-minute re- 
|placement for Cecelia Parker in 
Jimmie Fidler’s Hollywood unit. 


which opens an eight-week tour here 
at the Stanley Friday (23). Miss 
Parker was yanked at last minute 
by Metro, studio requiring her for 
a new ‘Hardy Family’ picture which 
goes into production shortly. 

Otherwise, Fidler personne] re- 
mains the same, lineup including 
Mary Healy, Michael Whalen, Edith 
Fellows, Olympe Bradna and Feter 
Lind Hayes. 





in.g the U-Boat’ will probably not 
be made. Picture was to be a navel 
sequel to ‘The Lion Has Wings.’ 
propaganda picture for the Royal 
Air Force. 

June Duprez, star of ‘Bagdad,’ ar- 
rived on the same boat to participate 
in the Arizona sequences. She left 
for Hollywood last night (Tuesday) 
by train. She will be tested, while 





completed will arrive in a week 
or so. 





Producer revealed also that ‘Hunt- 


there, for the lead in ‘Personal His- 


| tory,’ which will be filmed by Walte! 


Wanger, another UA producer. 
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G. S. Harrison Becomes Harris Amus. | 


Co. Treas.: Theatre-Exchange Briefs 


| 





Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 


After 37 years as auditor for Harris 

Amus. Co., George S. Harrison ha 
i to become the circuit's 

treasurer upon his return next month 
from a vacation in Florida. George 
Eby, formerly with Main company 
of accountants, replace: him. Harri- 
son went with the outfit in 1903 
under its vriginal founders, the late 
Senator John P. Harris and Harry 
Davis, his brother-in-law who died 
here just a few weeks ago after be- 
ing an invalid for 14 years. 

National Screen Service’s new 
subsidiary, Advertising Accessories, 
Inc., which has taken over distribu- 
tion of Par and RKO accessories, 1s 
absorbing scveral of the ad sales em- 
ployes at those two exchanges. Zar 
Silverman, of Par, has been retained, 
along with Goldie Mandell, Par 
stenog, and Saul Steinfeld, of RKO. 
Understood Bob Clark, ad_ sales 
manager for Par and son of Duke 
Clark, Par in Cleveland, will be 
spotted elsewhere in the branch. 
Only Leo Wayne, of Par, hasn’t 
been taken care of. Jack Judd and 
Perry Nathan are the local reps for 
NSS, with John Scott in charge of 
office. 


Second annual ‘Good Will Get- 
Together’ of Main Line film sales- 
men and exhibs of that district will 
be a stag at Penn Alto hotel in 
Altoona, Pa., April 3. Committee in 
charge includes F.. D. Moore, WB; 
George Tice, Col; George Elmo, Par, 
and Jack Judd, NSS. Burt Bishop, 
Jr., M-G exchange manager, will be 


L. 

Andrew J. Mayer elected presi- 
dent of M-G Pep Club, organization 
of Pitt employes, for 1940. Other of- 
ficers are: vice-president Ted Tolley; 
secretary, Beverly Semenow, and 
treasurer, John Feinstein. 

Briefies: Ben Browarsky, indie e.:- 
hib who died couple of months ago, 
left personal estate of $10,000 and 
real estate of $1,000. Brothers, Ike 
and Harry Browarsky, also exhibs, 
named executors....Bill Kane, son 
of J. B. Kane, veteran Pitcairn ex- 





hib, is a candidate for the State 
Legislature from his district... .Jack 
Cohen, until recently a Mono sales- 
man, is now a distributor for a shoe 
manufacturer....Ernest Foxe, stu-' 
dent assistant at Penn theatre, sent 
to Indianapolis as treasurer at Loew 
house there during run of ‘Gone.’ 





WB, Lessee, Buys Theatre 


Johnstown, Pa., Feb. 20. 

After a spirited fight for control 
during which the bids rose from 
$89,000 to $130,000, State theatre here 
was sold last week to Warner Bros., 
the present lessee. Only other bid- 
der was Mike Manos, indie chain op- 
erator in western Pa. 

Purchase of the property by WB 
also involves the assumption by 
them of a mortgage for $100,000 held 
by William A. Cook, trustee of the 
Balsinger estate. Warners previously 
held a lease on the house at an 
annual rental of $22,000, which would 
have expired in May, 1941. Build- 
ing which houses theatre has two 
storerooms on first floor, three of- 
fices on second and apartments on 
third and fourth stories. 





Mendelsohn Active 
Chicago, Feb. 20. 

Felix Mendelsohn, former branch 
manager of Metro here, comes out of 
a three-year retirement to enter the 
theatrical premium business with 
Murray Roth. 

As Peerless Premiums, will con- 
centrate on Chicago and midwest 
service for time being. 


Reade Behind Suit? 


Atlantic City, Feb. 20. 

Attorneys have been ordered to 
file briefs in the action of a stock- 
holder of the Toms River Amus. 
Corp. Co. to compel an inspection of 
the company’s books and financial 
records. 

Allegations that Walter Reade of 
New York and Asbury Park, operator 
of a chain of Jersey and N. Y. the- 
atres, was behind the legal move, 
were aired Saturday (17) at a hear- 
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‘Four Sons’ Again 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
‘Four Sons’ is up for remake at 
20th-Fox. It goes to Archie Mayo 
for direction if script shapes up. 
Fox first made it in 1928 with 
, sound, 




















ing before a <a court Justice 


Joseph B. Perskie. 

Mrs. Helen B. Pratt, of Asbury 
Park, holder of 60 shares of Toms 
River stock, sought a writ to compel 
inspection of the books. Justice 
Perskie reserved decision and or- 
dered briefs filed. 

The Toms River company operates 
the Traco theatre, Toms River (N. J.) 
indie, which competes with Reade’s 
Community in that municipality. 
Arguments between James , 
Carton, Jr., attorney for Mrs. Pratt, 
and Howard Ewart, counsel for the 
company, developed the allegations 
Reade was behind the suit to pry 
into the company’s fiscal affairs. 





Rebuild Old House 

Huntington, Ind., Feb. 20. 
The Huntington, on whose stage 
Maude Adams appeared in its 1904 
opening in the ‘Little Minister,’ fol- 
lowed by many other famous actors, 
is closed for rebuilding of the entire 
interior. The stage, dressing rooms, 
1,500-pound asbestos curtain, the bal- 
cony and the first floor, includin 
lobby and adjoining storerooms, wil 
be ripped out. New floor, new screen, 
new lighting and other fixtures will 
be installed. Pictures billed for the 
Huntington, which will be completed 
by May 1, will appear at the Jeffer- 
son, owned by the same corporation. 


RKO’s Buys 


in it. It will go before the cameras 
in about six weeks. 

Another $50,000 purchase was Carl 
Van Doren’s biography of Benjamin 


Franklin, rated one of the finest 
works on the subject ever written. 
RKO had put $5,000 down for an 
option on this some time ago, elect- 
ing to lift it last week. Warners, 
several months ago, announced it 
would do a Franklin picture also, 
from an original script, with Edward 
G. Robinson in the title role. 
Charles Laughton is understood 
slated for the RKO version, with 
Erich Pommer producing, to reunite 
the pair who were former partners 
in British production. It was RKO's 
original intention the 
comho. 

There were two purchases at 
$40,000 each. One was ‘Sister Car- 
rie,’ novel by Theodore Dreiser pub- 
lished about 30 years ago. Edington 
has long been interested in this and 
took an option on it while he was 
at Universal last year. Book has 
been considered at one time or an- 
other by virtually every company in 
Hollywood, but consistently nixed by 
the Hays office because of impro- 
prieties by the central femme char- 
acter. Treatment was worked out, 
however, with the Hays staff last 
year by D. A. Doran, now with Co- 
lumbia, on Edington’s order. Miss 
Lombard will probably be in it. 


Another original drew the second 
$40,000 fee. It’s ‘Half a Rogue,’ by 
Garrett Fort, purchased by the stu- 
dio for Laughton and which Pom- 
mer will also produce. Novel pub- 
lished last year, “The Unbreak- 
able Miss Doll,’ by Grace Perkins, 
cost $25,000, although it never 
reached the best-seller category. It 
will be Miss Lombard’s second for 
RKO. 














to split 


Novels 


Two other novels were also 
bought. A new one, published just 
last Friday, is ‘Sanda Mala,’ by Mau- 
rice Collis. RKO paid $15,000 for it. 


time ago. Laid in Burma, Para- 
mount showed some interest in it 
for Dorothy Lamour, but let it pass. 
The other novel is A. P. Herbert’s 
‘Water Gypsies,’ published about 10 
years ago. It has been talked of by 
various companies during the decade 
and held for a time by Hal Roach. 
RKO handed over about $10,000 for 
4 

Purchases by RKO make it ap- 
pear certain to crack its own record, 
set last year, for story and play buys. 
It spent a total of $550,000 in 1939, 
topping all other companies. Among 
the purchases was $50,000 for ‘Kitty 
Foyle,’ which will be on next sea- 
son’s program; $250,000 for ‘Amer- 
ican Way,’ for which a treatment is 
now being prepared, and $225,000 
for ‘Abe Lincoln,’ now in release. 
Couple years ago it paid $255,000 for 
‘Room Service,’ highest figure ever 
paid for a play in recent years. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


Frank Capra purchased ‘Joan of 
the Ark,’ by Joanne Benedict. 


RKO bought ‘Three Way Justice,’ 





by Jack Roberts and Arnold Bel- 
t gard. 


| 20th-Fox acquired ‘I Married a 


| Nazi,’ written by Oscar Schisgall as 
|a serial for Liberty. 

| Republic purchased “fhe Oomp-a- 
| Daisy Girl,’ by T. R. Watte. 


It was published in England some] ' 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


——=2 





Despite the offers and interest by virtually every studio, the four 


People 


who own the production of ‘Life With Father’ refuse to entertain any 


thought of selling it at this time. There have been no negotiations, 


De- 


termination is to wring all the profit from it on Broadway and the road 
for several years before cutting its life short by a film sale. Serialization 
of ‘Father’ characters for radio, for which producer Oscar Serlin has been 
approached, has likewise been nixed because of the possible b.o. effect, 

Owners are Howard Lindsay and Russell Crouse, who wrote it: Oscar 
Serlin, the producer, and Mrs. Clarence (Peg) Day, widow of the author 
of the memoirs from which it was adapted. Lindsay has a double reason 


for not desiring to sell, as he and his 


roles. In addition to their royalties, it is understood 


a week salary. 


wife, Dorothy Stickney, have the top 


they are getting $600 


—-—— 


Part played by Verree Teasdale in Metro’s just releasing ‘I Take This 
Woman,’ was originally done by Ina Claire and the casting change is under. 
stood to have cost the studio nearly $180,000. When the picture was resure 
rected after being on the shelf for about a year, Miss Claire was sought for 
remakes. When she asked for $35,000 to do the extra scenes, Metro execs 
considered bringing charges with the Screen Actors Guild. 


However, it was figured that even 


if the actress were forced to do the 


retakes for nothing she could delay production by flubbing scenes, etc., if 
she wanted to make trouble. So rather than give in to the $35,000 demand, 
Metro turned over the part to Miss Teasdale and reshot all the scenes in 


which Miss Claire had appeared. 





The Grace Moore School of Singing, Inc., has been chartered in 


Albany 


to operate educational institutions for music, etc., with principal office in 
New York. Directors are Grace Moore Parera and her husband, Valentin 
Parera, Hollywood; attorney Milton Diamond, N. Y. City. 





Plans which have been mulled by 20th-Fox for some time to do a picture 
on the life of Georges Clemenceau, French premier during the last war 
have been dropped. Studio decided it is too fraught with political com- 


plexities at the moment. 





Edward Small had Charles Vidor on a loanout from Columbia under 
such advantageous terms for ‘My Son, My Son,’ that the producer volun- 
tarily brought the fee up to $10,000 as reward for the job Vidor did. 





Steer Sues Morros 
On ‘We, People’ Deal 


Ralph Steiner filed suit yesterday 
(Tues.) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Boris Morros Productions, 
Inc., seeking damages of $4,566, 
charging breach of contract whereby 
he was engaged Dec. 1, 1939, to direct 
‘We The People’ for Morros. 

The employment contract called 
for a period from Dec. 1 to May 3], 
1940. He was to receive $5,000 at a 
ratio of $100 weekly until the fourth, 
fifth and sixth months, when he was 
to get $300 weekly. Steiner was also 
to receive 5% of the net profits, but 
not in excess of $10,000. 

It is alleged that he received $500, 
and was not paid after that, and that 
expenses were not taken care of. A 
warrant of attachment on Morros’ 
property. has been applied for. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 


‘Those Were the Days’ is release 
tag for Paramount’s ‘Good Old 
Siwash.’ 

‘Escape From the Big House’ new 
title for ‘Men Without Souls.’ 

Paramount switched from ‘The 
Woman From Hell’ to ‘Queen of the 
Mob.’ 

Warners changed ‘The Spirit of 
Knute Rockne’ to ‘The Life of Knute 
Rockne.’ 

‘Hold Your Horses’ became ‘Stage- 
coach War’ at Paramount. 


Philly Crisis 


it attractive since mose of them find 
it difficult to compete with the chain 
with straight pix because of the 
preferential clearance the Warner 
nabes have over their indie rivals. 
The Holme, an indie in the extreme 
northeast of the city, has added four 
men to its present five-man aggrega- 
tion on the percentage basis. The 
house now plays vaude on Saturday 
afternoon and may extend it to the 
whole weekend. 

The musicians have been picket- | 
ing Warners’ Earle and Fox, down- | 
town, and six key nabes, since the | 
chain dropped its bands. The union 
is seeking to return its members to 
all eight of these houses, while War- 
ners wants to hire musicians only | 
where it intends to follow a vaude 
policy. 


























IBEW Indictment | 


; Chicago, Feb. 20. | 
Michael J. (‘Umbrella Mike’)| 
Boyle, v.p. of the International ; 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers! 
union here, was indicted last week | 
and charged with violation of the! 
Sherman anti-trust laws. Boyle’s| 
union has control of all electrical | 
maintenance men working around | 
theatres in Chicago. 
However, the present indictment ' 
has no association with show busi- 





ness, but is based on allegations in 


| mga with the building indus- 


try. 





FORD’S ARGOSY PIC 
VIA WANGER FOR UA 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Deal has been set by newly-formed 
Argosy Corp. for production and dis- 
tribution of one picture through 
Walter Wanger as one of his releases 
on the 1940-41 schedule of United 
Artists. Film will be directed by 
John Ford, who has an important 
interest in Argosy. 

Picture is filmization of Eugene 
O’Neill’s novel, ‘The Long Voyage 
Home.’ Screenplay is being prepared 
by Dudley Nichols, with production 
set to start in April.’ 








Admissions 


Continued from page 3 














an advanced admission price, Ma- 
dame Secretary contended that lower 
price would tap a hitherto untouched 
source of revenue and cultivate a 
new following of film fans. Motion 
pictures, she declared, have not at- 
tained the maximum of circulation 
in this country, but could be made 
to do so if the admission charges 
were within the reach of all. 

When people pay to see an out- 
standing attraction at an advanced 
admission, the Labor Secretary as- 
serted, they remain away from the 
theatre for a couple of weeks. As 
proof, she pointed out that film 
houses playing opposition io ‘Gone’ 
have suffered at the boxoffice. Her 
belief, she said, was that lower 
prices would encourage larger num- 
bers and increase the frequency of 
their attendance. 

Discussing the question of foreign 
actors in Hollywood, Mannix ex- 
plained to Miss Perkins that the pic- 
ture industry uses only such alien 
talent as is valuable to the boxoffice, 
following the old example of the 
opera, concert and legitimate thea- 
tre. It does not interfere in any 
way, he said, with the use of suit- 
able American artists, writers or di- 
rectors in motion pictures. 














AUCTION 


Order of U. S. District Court, 
Southern District of New York 


We will sell the entire contents of 


GRAND NATIONAL 
PICTURES, Inc. 


7250 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Hollywood, Calif. 
To be sold in separate lots and 
parcels . . . Cameras .. . Sound 
Equipment . . . Electrical Depart- 
ment... Electrical Equipment... - 
Catting Room . . . Projecting Room 
- « « Office Fixtures and Equipment 
Fey MW ses cks 
- » « Steck Rooms, ete. 
WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY, 
FEB. 28th, 29th, at 10:00 AM., 
each day, on premises. : 
MICHAEL TAUBER - MAX BRANN 


Auctioneers 
416 West Eighth Street 
Los Angeles, Cal., TU. 9183 
HARRY B. FROMBERG, Trustee 
JOSEPH DANNENBERG, Atty. for Trustee 


By 
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RADIO BOX OFFICE REPORTS 


—Iniroduction— 


As announced in last week’s issue of Variety this 
publication is making an effort to set up and organ- 
ize a radio equivalent to ‘box office reports’ which 
Variety pioneered years ago for the stage and 
screen. VARIETY clearly recognizes there is only a 
superficial resemblance between the radio index, 
imperfectly begun in the text below this intro- 
duction, and the stage-screen reports. The purpose 
is different and the circumstances even more so. 
Whereas b.o. estimates (see pages 7-9-10, also 45), 
for pictures or legit reflect the direct, measurable 
response of the public to individual entertainments 
(an analogy to the C. A. B. would be closer), this 
radio department is an attempt to find a non- 
invidious method of measuring city-by-city, week- 
by-week contract placement activity. 

Frankly Variety has no way of knowing how 
valuable this service may be. If it is not worthwhile 
it will be dropped. If it clicks, it will be continued 
and expanded. The reaction of the broadcasters on 
the one side and of the sponsors and advertising 
agencies on the other will be the determining 
factors. 

However, it has been felt, by others as well as 
Variety, that some workable box office system 
could and should be very vital, dealing as it does 
with bread and butter. This then is a trial balloon. 
All flaws are cheerfully confessed in advance. All 
suggestions will be gratefully considered. This first 
compilation should be looked upon merely asa work- 
ing sketch of what Vartety has in mind. 


CHICAGO 


(WAAF, WBBM, WCFL, WENR, WGN, WIND, WJJD, 


WLS, WMAQ) 
Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week..... ccs. “BkbU 11,649 10,048 30,857 


Chicago, like New York City, is dotted with stations that 
are purely local. The gross figures above are inclusive of 
the network goliaths and such purely local transmitters as 
WAAF and WCFL, but there are, and will be, omissions. 
These first figures are of no great significance since they exist 
for the mqment in a vacuum without comparative bases 
which time alone can provide. 

Next week will include a birds-eye view of the town in 


terms of placement. - CINCINNATI 


(WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week..... coce 4,590 4,251 5,125 13,966 


Frequently rated ‘America’s best radio city’ (a claim Hart- 
ford, St. Louis, Kansas City and Des Moines might dispute), 
Cincinnati is important to time-buyers—with emphasis. The 








HOW UNITS ARE FIGURED 


The system of computation followed, in place 
of dollar volume, is to credit every commercial 
minute as one unit. An hour is thus 60 units, 
a half hour 30 units, and so on, 

Chainbreaks, time signals, spot announcements 
are credited as one unit each, The week is con- 
sidered as up to and inclusive of Saturday. 











figures given above for the week ending Saturday, Feb. 17, 
do not include WCKY, due to the absence of L. B, Wilson in 
Florida. It is expected that this station will be included 
hereafter. , 

In Cincinnati, as in the other markets reported, there will 
be appended to the unit figures each week a running com- 
mentary on the commercial activity in town, This will oc- 
cupy the space of this present explanation. 


DENVER 


(KFEL, KOA) 
Network Lecal Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
DRGs WOGR 6 cise bes 3,585 1,997 908 6,490 


Owing to the shortness of time and the newness of the 
present service, Variety had not received figures from the 
other Denver stations at press time. All the present tabula- 
tions are tentative, and the charting of the curves will not 
begin in any city unti] the permanent terms of the index 


reports are set. DES MOINES 


(KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week.... 7,770 3,433 3,580 14,783 


eeeee 


Des Moines is a pre-eminent radio city in the farm country 
and enjoys a prosperity stoutly reflected in the above totals. 
‘A detailed commentary on the placement situation will be 
included hereafter. This Des Moines report is entirely com- 
plete, and a comparison with the previous week’s business in 
this city (see last week’s VARIETY, page 31) shows rises in all 


business categories. HARTEORD 


(WTHT, WTIC) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
TASE WEEK is .ce0de ee 3,944 1,469 787 6,200 


Long the classic ‘test city’ of radio, the inclusion of Hart- 
ford was a first thought. WDRC has stated that it will co- 
operate, but is not included in the above figures, as the dead- 
line arrived before Bill Malo’s break-down, 


KANSAS CITY 


(KCKN, KCMO, KITE, KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week..cccccee 5,000 5,887 5,693 17,135 


Another lively radio town where the barometer will, it is 


hoped, be an omen worth watching. Meanwhile, the new 
boxoffice report on radio station biz based on the point-per. 
minute system shows time almost evenly divided between the 
three departments—network sponsored, local sponsored, and 
national spot. On a percentage basis the network time would 
overshadow the others, as it is garnered from only four sta. 
tions, almost all from only two. 


Summary shows total point lead to network Stations, and 
greatest share of their volume comes over the chains by more 
than two-to-one against any other one division of their own 
biz. 

In tallying, stations reported that weekly totals are more 
or less constant figures within each individual station, and 
that variance of more than 200 points per week is not likely 
at this season of the year. 

By coincident, Jack Stewart of station KCMO disclosed 
that the week ending Feb. 10 netted the station its best single 
week's revenue in the history of the station. This followed 
the station’s jump to 5,000-watt power Feb. 2, Clarence 
Brazeal, business manager, also stated that business for 
December, 1939, showed an increase of 46% over December, 
1938, and that January, 1940, stepped up 35% over the same 
month of 1939. 

KCMO has the Jones Store Co. on a 52-week contract. The 
store, tied in with Frigidaire, is sponsoring a 15-min. news- 
cast at 9 a.m. six days per week. In addition, store gave a 
contract for 500 spot announcements distinct from the Frigid. 
aire tie-up. 

Peck’s department store also signed for a 500-announce- 
ment contract to be used within the year. These are going 
for store promotion. Country Club beer also bought 5-min. 
baseball scoreboard for 26 weeks. Canada Dry bought half 
hour Sundays 52 times. 


LOUISVILLE 


(WGRC, WHAS) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week...ccccc. 3,253 1,840 1,498 6,591 


Another important market which is included in this tenta- 
tive sample, although one station, WAVE, was absent at press 


time. It is hoped to have the missing station included. 
(WHN, WMCA, WNEW) 
Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
TOS Week }.oiss cede 180 6,948 . 7,696 14,828 


This is a mere corner of the New York City story. As with 
the other reports its just the salesman’s sample. 


ST. LOUIS 


(WEW, WIL, WTMV) 


Network Local Nat’l-Regional Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
Last week......... 7,057 480 7,537 


None of three stations reporting to date has network affili- 
ation. Hereafter the absentees are expected to cooperate. 
If not, St. Louis will probably have to be disregarded by the 
index. 

The number of cities and the final form of these reports is 
in no sense determined. 

Comment and criticism is invited. 











Sinclair Oil Co. 


MUZAK ADDS 73 MORE 
OUTLETS IN NEW YORK 


Muzak, wired broadcasting system, 








Sponsors News 


From Europe 





| last week assumed the servicing of 
|73 outlets in New York city formerly 
| supplied with piped in music by its 
|competitors, Tele-Music and Tele- 
| Programs. Latter company had been 
|reported as absorbed by Muzak: but 





For the first time since Columbia | the above arrangement is the only 
inaugurated its European Round-Ups | answer to a query put to Muzak. 


Jast September, 


the network has/|Tele-Music and Programs had been | 


agreed to have a commercial directly | losing an estimated $5,000 per month. 


identified with the series. Sinclair 


Oil is taking over sponsorship of the World Broadcasting 


. 6:45-7 p. m. period thrice weekly, and | library without a wired outlet in| 

» will get a plug at both the beginning | New York. Muzak is a subsidiary of | 
There | Associated Records and of course | 
|}uses the laiter’s output. 


and the end of the program. 
will be 63 stations in the hookup. 


~~ 


Dropoff of Tele-Music leaves the | 


transcription 


Wholesale 


Outline 2 Series 
For Playwrights 
Radio Programs 








According to tentative plans of the 
Playwrights Radio Co., there may be 
several different programs using the 
| works of Robert E. Sherwood, Max- 
| well Anderson, Elmer Rice, S. N. 
| Behrman and the late Sidney How- 
ard. At least two different series 
are already outlined. One would 
call for 13 separate 45-or 60-minute 


| s eos 
Camel is currently tied up with|Radio had been operating Tele. | 2daPtations of old and original plays, 


the foreign correspondence period on | 
the basis of five days a week. This 


Music. 





contract expires in a couple weeks. 
While Camel pays for the full 15 
minutes it has never been identified 
as the sponsor of the European 
broadcast and has been limited to a 
minute and a half plug prior to the 
shortwave pickups. 

Sinclair’s sponsorship schedule 
consists of Monday, Wednesday and | 
Friday. A domestic slant will be in- 
cluded. 


RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 
PREPARE BIG ONE 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is working on a 
new and expensive half-hour show 
for presentation to Lever Bros. 

Agency states that it’s just the 





Rexall drug _ stores 





Series consists 


days it continues. 
tions are used. 





tke singing. 


of one disc 
be played the night before the sale 
starts and one each day for -he four 
About 200 sta- 


Tony Martin, Casa Loma 
On Liggett Store Discs 


Walter Craig, of Street & Finney, 
is recording another series c* quar- | 
ter-hour transcriptions for use by 


in connection 
with their semi-annual le, 


sales, 
to 


Glen Gray Casa Loma orchestra 
provides the music and Tony Martin 
Basil Ruysdzcel, who. 
goes with the lease, having been on 





usual scouting and has nothing to do | 
with Swan, the new Lever product 
which is pointed to compete with 


all previous series, will be fianked 
by a Boston announcer, Fred Cole, 
a favorite uf the Liggett firm, which 





Ivory. 





headquarters in that town. 
This series is being 1ecorded at 


while the other would be a serialized 
version of one of the Anderson 
dramas of some seasons ago. How- 
ever, the whole thing is still in a 
nebulous state, with little likelihood 
of anything actually going on th 
air before next fall. ° ; 


As theoretically outlined, the series 
of separate plays would include 
| Sherwood’s ‘Road to Rome’ and 
‘Queen’s Husband,’ plus an original 
work written specially for the 
series; Anderson’s ‘High Tor’ and 
‘Both Your Houses,’ plus an origi- 
nal now being written; Rice’s 
| ‘Counselor-at-Law’ and ‘On Trial,’ 
| Behrman’s ‘Biography’ and ‘Meteor,’ 
Howard’s ‘Late Christopher Bean,’ 
Eugene O’Neill’s ‘The Straw’ and an 
original by Arch Oboler. Figured 
there are 60 plays by the five Play- 
' wrights’ Co. members, which should 
last at least a full yecr. 


According to Henry Souvaine, who 
is handling the radio rights to the 
material, the series of 45-60-minute 
shows will be priced at around $7,- 
| 500 per broadcast, exclusive of sta- 
_tion time. Authors of the original 








Jerry Smith, Yodeling Cowboy, has! NBC, not World, as heretofore. Also! plays will get a flat sum for the use 
@ new program on WHO, Des Moines, | Rexali is giving a credit line to Ethyl| of each work and will be paid a 


for the Steller Music House of Ot- 
tumwa, Iowa, for Regal guitars. 


Gas for the borrowing of Tony Mar- 
tin. Never did that before. 


| 


| larger amount for all scripts written 
especially for the series. Outside 


writers and directors will also be 
paid per script or production, rather 
than a lump sum. 

Four surviving Playwrights may 
exercise as much control of the radio 
versions as they wish, it’s stated. 
In some cases that may amount to a 
perfunctory okay of scripts in out- 
line, or, if the show in question is an 
| original or an author’s pet work, he 
|may maintain direct supervision. 
Primary aim, the dramatists explain, 
is to have a flexible setup. Members 
are also determined not to let the 
radio activities interfere with their 
work in the theatre. All have agreed 
not to release any of their work to 
outside agencies pending conclusion 
of the present plans. That decision 
stymied a proposition offered Rice, 
for the serialization of his ‘Counsel- 
or-at-Law.’ 

Behrman is reported not interested 
in authorship for radio. Rice says 
he doesn’t know anything about air 
scripting and apparently doesn’t care 
much. Anderson has written several 
original dramas especially for the 
kilocycles in past seasons, and is un- 
derstood readying a new one now. 
Sherwood recently wrote his first 
radio script for ‘Cavalcade of Amer- 
ica’ and is slated for an original for 
the proposed Playwrights’ series. 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE’S DAD 
PROMOTES RADIO IDEA 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Correspondents and fan mag 
writers will hash over picture tid- 
bits in a half-hour program now be- 
ing framed for a local breakin. 
George Temple, father of Shirley, 
and Jack Sherrill hatched the idea. 
Vie Knight produces. 

Half-hour show will be devoted to 
roundtable discussions on whatever 
makes news along the cinema front, 
with guesters from films and the 
literati called in for the weekly 
changes. In the regular lineup will 
be Rob Wagner, United Press; Gene 











Herrick, Look mag; and Marilyn 
Cooper, fashion writer. 


Vic Lindlahr 
Draws Rebuke 


From Commish 





Washington, Feb. 20. 
Misrepresentation in radio adver- 
tising is charged to Purity Products, 
Inc., of Newark, in the sale of a pep- 


producer known as ‘V-Bev.’ Federal 
Trade Commission slapped down on 
the company—which publishes the 
‘Journal of Living’—on a complaint 
that Victor H. Lindlahr, in charge of 
advertising, was guilty of misleading 
the radio and press public. 

Medicinal preparation is adver- 
tised as having ‘substantial thera- 
peutic value in treating numerous 
ailments, including loss of sleep, 
nervousness, poor digestion, tired 
feeling, lack of energy and run-down 
condition,’ but actually is ‘without 
therapeutic value in the treatment 
of the ailments listed,’ Commish 
charged. ‘V-Bev’ is a ‘mixture of 
ordinary foods’ and does not supply 
any vitamin deficiencies, although 
advertising claims that it supplies 
the necessary amounts of vitamin Bl 
and G to ‘persons deficient therein.’ 

Commission granted the Newark 
firm 20 days in which to file answer 
to the squawk. 


Bill Lewis to L.A. 


Bill Lewis, CBS v.p. in charge of 
programs, has given up that contem- 
plated vacation in North Carolina 
) and instead will leave this week for 
ithe Coast. 


| It’s a program that is to be audi- 
‘tioned for a network account. 
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Quaker Oats Revising Sales Strategy 








Radio Shows Await New Packaging, Re-naming and 


- now working on. 


General 





Quaker Oats, according to Ruth- 
rauft & Ryan, doesn’t intend to look 


for a replacement of Tommy Riggs’ 
ghow until the fall, although the 
Riggs stanza folds March 25. For 
Quaker it’s an early bow-out. Last 
year it remained on with Riggs until 
May. Quaker’s puffed goods divi- 
gion pulls its own show, ‘Stop Me 
If You've Heard’ (NBC) this Satur- 
day (24). 

The cereal packer won’t return to 
the networks until it has completed 
the new merchandising plan it is 
Both the warm 
and the cold cereal will be vitamin- 
treated and given names associated 
with the process. A change in pack- 
aging is also contemplated. Largely 
influencing this is the fact that 
Quaker, particularly in the case of 
its puffed goods, has found it tough 
to compete with other puffed goods 
manufacturers who offered their 
product in cellophane packages and 
at a nickel, instead of 10c. Because 
of the cellophane wrapping and the 
lower price grocers have made it a 
practice of displaying the competi- 
tors’ product on the counter, whereas 
the 10c. goods, contained in boxes, 
were placed on shelves. 


11-LANGUAGE 
CAMPAIGN 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 

Following a 60-day test campaign 
over WJBK here, Tivoli Brewing Co. 
has signed year’s contract for 38 
spots per week on station, eovering 
all of station’s foreign-language pro- 
grams. 

Tivoli’s Altes Lager beer announce- 
ments are now reaching Detroit 
market in Polish, German, Greek, 
Roumanian, Italian, Jewish, Hun- 
— Czechoslavakian, Ukranian, 
erbian and Croatian. 











Royal Desserts Under 
Ellis to Quit Thursday 
Spot After Serial Ends 


Sherman K. Ellis, new agency on 
tte Royal Desserts account, won’t 





take over the Thursday 8:30-9 p. m. | 


spot on the NBC-red when the pres- 
ent 13-week cycle for ‘Those We 

ove’ expires. 
Thompson indicated it will sell the 
Same serial to another advertiser. 

Young & Rubicam has meanwhile 
put in a bid for the spot in behalf 
of ‘The Aldrich Family’ (Jell-O). 
This serial is now on the NBC-blue 
Tuesday nights (8-8:30). 





Entrikin’s ‘Beauty, Inc.’, 
From Faith Baldwin Opus 


Knowles Entrikin has written the 


Nor has J. Walter | 


Revision 
” 





New Type Exterminator 





On his 7 a. m. session over 
WJZ, New York, Ed East, who 
now has Pinex, Pepsi-Cola, Para- 
mount theatre, Monarch Foods 
and Vicks Vatronol, conducts a 
series of ‘are you listening’ mail 
checks. Fans are urged to ex- 
plain why they tune in at this 
early hour. 

Said one communication: 

‘Before I tuned in your pro- 
gram I could never get my hus- 
band out of bed in the morning. 
Now he can’t get out of the 
house fast enough.’ 


RADIO PUTS ON, 
AND OVER, 
SHOES 


About a year and a half ago the 
Bureau of Missing Business Depart- 
ment in Varimry’s radio section ex- 
patiated on the absence of shoe com- 
panies from among the medium’s 
users. In December, 1938, the Mel- 
ville Shoe Corp., put its Thom McAn 
shoe chain on WABC, N. Y., via an 
early morning newscasting strip and 
the success of that venture is attested 
by the fact that the station’s renewal 
contract guarantees and the run of 
52 weeks. 

Neff-Rogow, agency on the air ae- 
count, had previously tested the for- 
mula on some New England stations, 
Opening of the WABC series was 
preceded by a meeting of the Thom 
McAn managers in the station’s stu- 
dios. J. Brent Wells, Melville pub- 
licity manager, outlined the mer- 
chandising campaign that was to be 
tied up with the broadcasts and urged 
that the managers remind all their 
customers of ‘this newest Thom Mc- 








Melvilie radio campaign has not 
only become an important part of its 
all-year-around advertising budget, 
but it has the advantage, according 
to WABC, of being tops in audience 
| pull for its particular period. In a 
| year its audience has been increased 


iby 25%. 














Valentine’s Cross Country 
Flights for Special Dates 


Lew 





Chicago, Feb. 20. 

Dr. I. Q. (Lew Valentine) set for 
a flying spree starting March 7 when 
he will wing between Coast broad- 
casts and a couple of club dates at 
the Cleveland Food Show. 

Opening at Grauman’s Chinese 
‘theatre in Hollywood on Feb. 26, 
| Valentine will fly twice to the Cleve- 
‘land Auditorium, and then back to 


the Coast for his regular NBC-red/|fendant sold the idea to the NBC, | 


chain broadcasts for Mars. Grant 


An publie service—news on the air.’ | 


HOLLYWOOD TO CLEVELAND 


GOES OVER PACT 





Stations to Succeed Exist- 
ing Contracts Due Before 


ASCAP Board Feb. 29— 


Proposed New Licensing of. 


Aftermath of Transcontinental Epic 





Out of Tune 





Green Bay, Wis., Feb. 20. 
About five years ago Herman 
Daumler came to the United 





Demands on Networks to 
Be Increased 





OTHER CHANGES 





John G. Paine, general manager of 
the American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers, and Charles 
Schwartz, general counsel, have been 
confering in Arizona on the proposed 
new agreement for broadcasting with 
Gene Buck who is recovering in 
Phoenix from an illness. Paine and 
Schwartz will be back in New York 
the early part of next week. 

The new contract, as devised by a 
special committee, will be presented 
to the ASCAP board of directors at 
its regular monthly meeting next 
Thursday (29). The matter of 
strategy in placing the contract be- 
fore the broadcasting industry will 
also be discussed. 

It is understood that the new 
license projects a revolutionary ap- 
proach to network allocation. Not 
only will the new agreement seek to 
apply the commercial fee to the net- 
work net billings, instead of the por- 
tion received by the affiliates sta- 
tions, but the networks will be called 
on to assume a much larger share 
of the sustaining charges on the 
ground that they make a business of 
selling their sustaining service and 
derive a profit from it. With ASCAP 
it’s a case of shifting a decidedly 
bigger portion of the sustaining load 
to the m.&o. stations which orginate 
the network sustainers and passing 
on much of the increase so derived 
to independently operated stations in 
the form of sustaining fee reduc- 
tions. 

It is understood that once this new 
contract and method of allocation is 
passed on by the ASCAP board every 
licensee will be furnished with a 
copy of his new license, effective 
Jan. 1, 1941. The fireworks will 
| come after that. 


ALONZO DEAN COLE 
SUES PHILLIPS LORD 


Suit for $25,000 by Alonzo Dean 
Cole against Phillips H. Lord, Inc., 
was revealed in the N. Y. supreme 
court Friday (16), when the plaintiff 
| sought leave to examine John O. 

Ives, vice president of the defendant 

firm, before trial. Application will 
be heard today (Wed.). 

The plaintiff, an actor and writer, 
claims that he entered an agreement 
with Lord, Inc., Sept. 20, 1938. to pro- 
| vide material for resale on the radio. 
| He turned over ‘Racketeer & Co.’, 
| later known as ‘Mr. District Attor- 

/ney’ and ‘137 Centre Street.’ On 
| April 3, 1939, it is alleged the de- 











!and on June 27, 1939, further rights 


first few scripts for a serialization | agency here, handling account and |to Lord & Thomas. 











of Faith Baldwin’s novel, ‘Beauty, Valentine, has okayed the winging. 


Ine.’, and Bernard L. Schubert, of | Cleveland appearances are for March | 


the Phil Lord office, is submitting it | 7, 8 and March 12 to 15, with Coast 
for possible sponsorship. |appearances and broadcasts in be- 
Entrikin was formerly scripter of | tween. 
voll. — series, while Schu-| 
r andled the current Kathleen | . 
Norris strip over CBS for General | J 
Mills. Entrikin has also collaborated Peterson With R F 
with Howard Breslin on a weekly | —_—_— 
30-minute series which NBC is agent-| M. H. ‘Pete’ Peterson, whose radio 
background includes Blackett-Sam- 
| ple-Hummert and Hearst, is cur- 
| rently with Reynolds-Fitzgerald, 
| newspaper reps now going into radio 





ing, 





Savannah on NBC 





| station repping. Although headquar- | 


The answer is a general denial. 





E,W. HELLWIG DIES 





and Jane Froman to Radio 


Edward W. Hellwig, 48, who as the 
agency head on the Corn Products 
account was responsible for the in- 


troduction to commercial radio of 
such names as Fred Allen, Phil 
Spitalny, Nino Martini and Jane Fro- 
man, died from a heart attack at his 











States from Vienna where he 
| had a classical musical back- 
ground. Eventually he drifted 
to Wisconsin and became mu- 
sical director of station WTAQ 
there. The house orchestra is 
called ‘The Farmhands’ and plays 
a lot of Danubian waltzes and 
polkas, which is okay with 
Daumler, 

But when ‘The Farmhands’ have 
to play American hillbilly tunes 
the leader puts down his fiddle 
and changes places with the 
drummer, 


ANDREWS GALS 
MAY BREAK 
OVER PA 


Quarrel within the Andrews Sis- 
ters’ family may result in a split up 
of the trio. Two of the sisters, Patty 
and Maxine, have already started to 
rehearse a third girl who would re- 
place LaVerne, oldest of the three- 
some, in the event she should carry 
her siding with the parents to the 
point of walking. Peter Andrews, 
father of the girls, has retained 
Harold Hastings, former assistant 


district attorney, as counsel in his 
proposed fight to control the three- 
some’s income. Hastings has already 
inquired of Chesterfield, the trio’s 
sponsor, what they’re being paid but 
this information was refused him. 

Patty and Maxine declared their 
financial independence from the 
father several weeks ago and of- 
fered to split the trio’s income four 
ways, with one quarter going to him 
and another to LaVerne. The Sis- 
ters’ present contract cycle with 
Chesterfield, which bought the show 
On a package basis from General 
Amusement Corp., expires March 21, 
with the renewal option coming up 
| Monday (26). 
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‘Glover Account Goes To 

| ‘ 7 e 

| Goodkind, Joice & Morgan 

Chicago, Feb. 20. 

| Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency 
here has new account, Glover com- 
pany, apparel manufacturers. 

Clyde Joice is account exec and 

understood readying spot program 

| for midwest test. 








| CANADA DRY CONTEST 
| ‘Info, Please’ Tie-Ups Made by Sta- 


| tions te Be Judged 





Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 
Programs will be aired by WFIL 





wv 


With other agencies now putting 
on an intensive pitch for the two 
accounts, Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
is anxious to get the auxiliary cam- 
paigns for American Home Products 
and Sterling Products, amounting to 
over $3,000,000 in billings, settled as 
quickly as possible. The agency last 
week turned over to the two clients a 
batch of presentations as to how the 
business could be placed. The alter- 
nate ‘propositions, setting forth sta- 
tion groups and costs, involve the 
NBC-blue, the Mutual Network and 
the spot-disc setup as covered -by 
the World Broadcasting System’s 
recent inquiry among some 100 sta- 
tions. The agency expects to get an 
answer from the clients by the end 
of this week. 

The several courses that the 
placing of this business has taken 
since last fall is reported to have 
caused some eyebrow lifting in 
American Home and Sterling Prod- 
ucts guarters, but B-S-H feels confi- 
dent that now that the presentations 
are in everything between it and the 
accounts will again be on an even 
keel. The agency’s first move on this 
business was to use non-network sta- 
tions to repeat from off-the-air discs 
network serials which had been 
broadcast earlie: the same day. After 
NBC had tabooed this arrangement, 
Ellidtt Roosevelt approached the 
agency with an idea for a transcrip- 
tion network, but even before the 
agency had a chance to digest this 
proposition Roosevelt substituted 
another, the formation of a network, 
namely the Transcontinental Broad- 
casting System. 

Roosevelt got the go-ahead signal 
from the agency, with certain finan- 
cial conditions attached, but the 
whole thing fell through on the eve 
of the new web’s starting date 
(Jan. 1). 


‘Whizzer’ Tells Its Tale 
In Five Mins.; Philly 
Bulletin May Use It 


©. D. Morris Associates, which 
produces the _ five-minute daily 
‘Whizzer’ transcription serial for the 
Chicago Daily News, is dickering 
with the Philadelphia Evening Bul- 
letin for sponsorship of the same 
show. Series has been aired six days 
a week by WMAQ, Chicago. 

Exclusive of station time, the show 
costs the paper $690 a week, includ- 
ing $425 production nut, $100 edi- 
torial exploitation, $50 mailing 
|charges and $115 cash prizes. It’s 
|recorded in New York by NBC. 
| Leonardo Bercovici scripts it and 
|Robert Sloane is announcer. Leads 
‘are played by Charita Bauer and 
|Norman Tokar, the latter joining 
the cast this week to replace Eddie 
Bracken, who went to the Coast on 
a Paramount contract. 

Angle of the series is the speed 
with which the action is played. 
|That’s possible because of the juve 
| audience, which listens much more 
|intently than adult serial addicts 
| do, so there’s no need for repeti- 
| tion, etc. Each chapter has plugs at 
{the opening and close, with more 
{than four minutes of slam-bang 
| action. It airs in the late afternoon, 














, exploitation contest sponsored by the 
| ‘Information Please’ 


'all stations carrying the show. Prize | have performances 
Introduced Fred Allen, Phil Spitalny | 


|from four centers where info is | just before the popular ‘Jack Arm- 
‘dispensed this month as part of the | strong’ series. Entire week’s install- 
| ments are waxed in one two-hour 
program among | sessions and little effort is made to 
as smooth as 
will be a silver plaque and $50 cash. | grown-up shows, since the kids don’t 
WFIL’s remotes’ will originate | mind flaws. 
from the Bell Telephone Co.’s info 
switchboard; the Municipal Electri- 
cal Bureau exchange, which answers | 
hundreds of questions a day; the 
Pennsylvania Railroad’s information | 
desk, and the ‘morgue’ of a news- | 
paper. 
Windup of its exploitation will be 
a visual show at Town Hall called | 





Wons Due on Network — 


Chicago, Feb. 20. 
Tony Wons, who was once a 
local . test for Hall Printing on 
WENR, will expand to a network 


‘tering in Chicago, Peterson will| home in New York Monday (19). ‘Misinformation Please’ at which set-up this autumn through the 

WSAV, Savannah, becomes a NBC probably do a spell in Manhattan to | Hellwig was president of Hellwig- four of the town’s leading gag artists | Henri, Hurst & McDonald agency. 

supplementary available to advertis- familiarize the personnel with radio | Miller, Inc. Prior to 1938 he oper- and screwballs will act as experts. Wons will be on a three-a-week 

rs using the Southern Group, begin- | matters. ated as E. V. Hellwig, Inc. Tieups are also being made with schedule on NBC 'e web, begin- 
ning with this Monday (26). Currently Peterson has WTAQ, Widow and- daughter survive. stores carrying C anada Dry and ning in November. ; 

It makes the 184th station on the|Green Bay; WHBY, Appleton, and} Burial will be in Ardsley, N. Y., to- theatres playing the ‘Information Biggie Levin is Wons’ rep in the 


NBC list. |\XERA, Mexico. 


morrow (Thursday). 


| Please’ short. 


' case. 
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GREEN BAY UNIT MAY SIGNAL AFRA’ 





ORGANIZATION OF SMALLER TOWNS 





Meantime Actor’s Union 
cago, Holds Plebiscite 


monizes Chapter Differences 


Wins Arbitration in Chi- 
on Elective Method, Har- 





Green Bay, Wis., Feb. 20. 
Unionization of announcers, pro- 
duction staffmen and a master of 
ceremonies at WTAQ-WHBY into 6 


Green Bay-Appleton unit of the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists occurred last week. The man- 
agement asserted there was no pre- 
vious knowledge of grievances and 
the unionization movement appeared 
without warning in the absence of 
the station’s general manager, Haydn 
Evans, in New York. There were 
some 11 employes involved and the 
vote to set up an AFRA unit was 
reported to have been 6-5. 


Beyond its immediate significance 
as a local event, the impression held 
here is that this is tho first of many 
invasions of smaller cities by AFRA. 
As such it will attract wide atten- 
tion in the broadcasting industry and 
in labor circles. It bears out the 
organizational line reported a year 
ago when AFRA won a closed shop 
from the networks and advertising 
agencies in N. Y. Unionization of 
the engineers at WTAQ-WHBY is 
expected to follow this development. 


Dave Ray, an itinerant who was 
hired by the station as a mail clerk 
in November and later graduated 
into an announcer (also handling 
sales solicitations), and Bob Lewis, 
who was brought here from WDGY, 


AFRA’s ist Year 


Under the AFRA commercial 
code, which has been in effect 12 
months this week, or the sustain- 
ing code, which is 18 months old, 
there hasn’t been a single arbi- 
tration of individual contract 
dispute. Every difference be- 
tween performers and broadcas- 
ters has been amicably settled, 
usually by telephone. 


According to the union, this is 
conclusive evidence of the fair- 
ness and practicability of the 
codes, which were violently op- 
posed by the networks and agen- 
cies during negotiations. 














Minneapolis, where he was an an- 
nouncer, organized the local unit, 
calling upon an AFRA field man to 
help. Question immediately arose 
concerning the status of the five 
members of the hillbilly group 
called the Sleepy Valley Cowboys 
and a femme act, The Two Ranger- 
ettes, both of which were brought 
here from WNAX, Yankton, where 
Haydn Evans formerly was commer- 
cial manager. Rudy Sten, head of 
the group, was ruled eligible under 
th: status of an m.c. Others were 
left outside the unit. 

Stations have an eight-piece house 
orchestra, the Farmhands, directed 


by Herman Daumler, under its 
agreement with the Musicians’ 
Union. 





Arbitrate Chi Tangle 


Dispute between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and the 
networks over wages for local 

7 broadcasts in Chicago will be ar- 
bitrated within the next week in 
New York. That was decided last 
Friday (16) by the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. tribunal which arbi- 
trated the question of whether the 
issue was arbitratible. Ruling was 
a victory for the union. 


Whole dispute grew out of a ques- 
tion of interpretation of the AFRA 
commercial code, under which the 
union and networks had agreed to 
postpone establishing the Chicago 
rates pending further negotiation. 
All network programs, regardless of 
origination point, are paid network 
scale. AFRA has sought to estab- 
lish a special rate for local Chicago 
broadcasts, but the network had ar- 
gued that the matter was one for 
negotiation, while AFRA claimed it 
should be arbitrated. The AAA de- 
cision calls for arbitration before the 
board consisting of Wesley Sturges, 
George Z. Medalie and Nathan 
Isaacs, 


Referendum for Elections 
Meanwhile, all votes in AFRA na- 
tional referendum on the proposed 
amendment to the constitution, cov- 
ering nomination and election of 


members of the national board, are 
due in today (Wednesday), with the 
result slated to be announced Feb. 
29. However, because of the recent 
snowstorms which have delayed the 
mails, both dates may be set back a 
few days. 

There are two amendments under 
consideration, either one of which 
may be selected, or, if both are re- 
jected, the present method of nom- 
ination and election will stand. First 
proposal calls for nomination and 
election of board members by the 
locals, with the number of members 
determined according to the numeri- 
cal strength of the locals. Second 
calls for nomination by the locals 
and election by the delegates to the 
national convention, Present method 
is nomination and election by the 
delegates. 

This week’s national board meet- 
ing, at which the draft of the pro- 
posed transcription code will be con- 
sidered, will be held Friday (23), in- 
stead of tomorrow (Thursday), the 
usual day. Expected that, follow- 
ing his huddles with officials of 
Coast locals, George Heller, asso- 
ciate executive-secretary, will pre- 
sent the board with terms agreeable 
to all chapters. There had been ob- 
jections by certain Coast locals to 
some provisions of the code pre- 
viously approved by the co-ordinat- 
ing committee, but Heller is under- 
stood to have ironed out the diffi- 
culty during his recent trip west. 
Expected that when the revised 
code is passed on by the national 
board it will be resubmitted to the 
co-ordinating committee, after Which 
the board will present it to the vari- 
ous locals for ratification. Then it 
will be made the basis of negotia- 
tions with the networks, agencies 
and transcription firms. Figured it 
will be some weeks before that takes 
place. 

AFRA’s San Francisco local last 
week signed a contract with Station 
KQW, San Francisco, subject to ap- 
proval by the union’s legal depart- 
ment, 


KATE SMITH STOPS 
USE OF HER NAME 


Kated Corp. and Kate Smith won 
a stipulated judgment on the first 
day of trial before supreme court 
justice Samuel I. Hofstadter in N. Y. 
Friday (16) and another Kate Smith, 
doing business as Smith Co., agrees 
to use the name of Kay Marion 
Smith, in her business henceforth. 


The singer had protested the de- 
fendant’s selling of women’s wear as 
Kate Smith Stouts, which was as- 
serted to be confusing to the public, 
and an indication that the singer was 
sponsoring the enterprise. An in- 
junction and an accounting of profits 
had been sued for. Both of these 
portions of the action were dropped 
in the settlement. 




















VADEBONCOEUR 


Nineteen years of newspaper ex- 
perience give WSYR’s news com- 
mentator, Vadeboncoeur, an exten- 
sive background for interpreting 
news of the day. 

His “New Slants on the News”, 
sponsored six days weekly, is rivaled 
in popularity only by an evening 
spot built along the same lines and 
available for sponsorship. 


US, RADIO DELEGATION 
BACK FROM SANTIAGO 


Five U.S. delegates to the Inter- 
America Radio Communication Con- 
ference held in Santiago, Chile, re- 
turned to N. Y. Wednesday (14). 
They are Gerald C. Gross, chief of 
the International Section of the 
FCC; E. K. Jett, FCC chief engineer; 
Lloyd Simpson, of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority; Captain Wesley 
T. Guest, U. S. Army, and Arthur L. 
Budlong, assistant secretary of the 
American Radio Relay League. 
Delegates said the conference took 
no action on commercial broadcast- 
ing but concentrated on a re-alloca- 
tion of bands for aircraft transmis- 
sion. 

















Martin Block’s Ballroom 
Has Pittsburgh Rival 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 

WWSW now airing Martin Block’s 
‘Make Believe Ballroom’ on discs six 
mornings weekly for 15 minutes, 
with bakers of NBC bread bankroll- 
ing. First contract is for 13 weeks, 
with McCann-Erickson agency spot- 
ting the show locally. 

Although claimed to be originator 
of idea, Block’s show has a duplicate 
here which has been aired on KQV 
for several years. It’s Joe Villella’s 
‘Night Club of the Air,’ built along 
similar lines, and currently being 
sponsored by a beer account. 





Trammell Sun-Baking 


Niles Trammell, executive v.p. of 
NBC, left last Thursday (15) for 
Florida to try to shake off the rem- 
nants of an attack of flu he suffered 
several weeks ago. 

He expects to be back next Mon- 
day or Tuesday (27). 








Writers Guild Win Closed Shop In 
Pact With Los Angeles Disc-Makers 





Hollywood, Feb. 20. 

Transcription companies last week 
agreed to 100% guild shop for radio 
writers and approved Minimum 
Basic Agreement as drafted by Radio 
Writers Guild committee. Few not 
represented at meeting last Friday 
(16) indicated they would signature 
the pact. 

Recognition of RWG as exclusive 
bargaining reps for all persons ‘who 
write or sel] material or ideas in- 
tended to be used in the making of 
transcriptions’ is provided in the in- 
strument. Also inserted is a clause 
providing that ‘every writer, free- 
lance, 
employed by the company shall be a 
member in good standing of the 
Guild.’ 

Sale of material will be presumed 
to be a leasing of transcription rights 





staff or otherwise classified | 


only unless additional payment is 
provided for other rights. Specula- 
tive writing is banned unless writer 
receives one-half of broadcast fee 
upon delivery of material, with re- 
mainder to be paid on acceptance. 

Minimum rate for open end shows 
for each quarter hour is fixed at $30. 
Rate for closed shows will be 10% 
of gross cost of production unless 
this is less than open-end sale, in 
which event latter rate prevails. 
Minimum of $50 a week is fixed for 
staff writers. Spot announcement 
rate is contingent on number con- 
tracted for. All differences and dis- 
| putes will be settled by arbitration. 
Writers were represented in the 
|contract draft and signing by Forest 
| Barnes, RWG prexy; John Boylan 
and Attorneys Aubrey Fink and 
George Bodle, 





From the Production Centres 
IN NEW YORK CITY. . . 


Haydn Evans in town last week secured sponsor option on his new show, 
‘Add ’Em Up’....he collects a weekly royalty on ‘Pot O’ Gold. 

Ed Wolf due back Sunday (25) from West Indies cruise. Office has’ two 
contracts set, which he’ll probably close within a day or two after his 
return....Carl Buss, formerly dialog writer of the ‘Young Widder Brown’ 
series for Blackett-Sample-Hummert, is now scripting ‘Woman of Courage’ 
for Benton & Bowles. 

Charles Stark has the commercial assignments on ‘Strange As It Seems’ 
(Palmolive Shaving Cream) and ‘Gangbusters’ (Cue dentifrice)... Bi}] 
Stewart becomes assistant to Young & Rubicam’s publicity head, William 
Jenkins, on his return from the Coast in April. Stewart's been directing 
the Lum and Abner serial. 

NBC’s recording division copped biggest E. T. order in history, Bureau 
of Census’ ‘Uncle Sam Calling,’ which will be turntabled on 662 stations... 
Ethyl gas has Dorothy Lamour penciled in for Kostelanetz program Feb, 
26...Bill Kostka over grippe...Mutual’s ‘Cash-on-Delivery’ program de- 
layed from Feb. 14 to Feb. 28... 

Henry Frankel set Charley Kemper for another seven weeks on the 
Tommy Riggs Quaker Oats show...Fritz Blocki, of Chicago, was in town 
last week to see Ann Hummert... 

Albert Barker and Gordon Graham, of the Transamerican staff, are 
respective writer and director of the ‘Don Winslow’ wax series for Fleer’s 
bubble gum, over WLW, Cincinnati... 


INCHICAGO... 2 


Raymond Massey's ‘Lincoln’ did not employ actors from legit after all.., 
radio regulars backed him up for Dupont. Fern Persons’ Mrs. L. particu- 
larly attracted favorable comment here. Don Vorhees came here to direct 
local pick-up orchestra and choir of 20... 

‘Dr. I. Q.’ show for Mars, through the Grand agency | ere, will switch 
plug from current Forever Yours candy to the Mars Bar starting Feb. 
26...Allan Grant, pianist, to Hot Springs to recoup from flu stage...Bub 
Burns, brother of Bob Burns, on WLS with a monolog show about Van 
Beuren, Ark...Stan Thompson out of hospital after rest-up...Dave Bacal’s 
novelty tune, ‘Weaving Dreams,’ to be published by, Harms...Ed Weiss, 
of Weiss & Geller, back from Coast, where he set sports review shows for 
Axton-Fisher’s 20 Grand cigs... 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Danny Danker to Chicago for confabs with P. K. Wrigley and Les Atlass 
on Gene Autry renewal. Meets John Reber there, en route from N.Y. to 
the Coast....It’s a battle-royal for the producer job on the new Don 
Ameche-Old Gold program. In contention are George McGarrett, Herb 
Polesie, Ken Niles, Sam Moore and Marty Gosch....Amos ’n’ Andy’s an- 
nouncer, Bill Hay, took the count from acute indigestion and was hauled 
off to the hosp. He’s recuping at home....Dick Mack went off duty with a 
strep throat and Edgar Bergen had to cook up his own gags for a couple of 
weeks....William S. Paley and Lawrence Lowman, accompanied by their 
wives, lolling in the sunshine after a siesta in Mexico....Dema Harsh- 
barger, onetime NBC artists bureau head here, now managing biz affairs 
of Hedda Hopper..Donald Thornburgh, CBS Coast head, east for sesh of 
National Association of Broadcasters directorate....Andre Kostelanetz and 
Tony Martin coming back April 8 for six broadcasts of Tune Up Time.... 
Bob Braun up and around after a surgical lying-in....Barbara Luddy here 
from Chicago to help mater celebrate her birthday. .Roger Huston upped to 
Radio Sales Manager here so George Moskovics can devote full time to 
sales promotion....Bob Orr looking over the field for likely material to 
audition for Lennen & Mitchell clients....Jack Smalley auditioned half 
hour variety show for BBD&O. Kool ciggies interested. Featured are Gill 
and Demling, Bobby Sherwood’s orchestra and vocalist Martha Tilton.... 
Charles Vanda directing Columbia’s new version of ‘Grouch Club’ for spon- 
sorial attention....Radio is getting most of the purged sports eds. KMPC 
sustaining a program with five of them, while Sid Ziff and Braven Dyer are 
happily under sponsorship. 





—_——— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Fitch Bandwagon will air from here March 3 with Ray Noble on board 
....Ward Ingrim, Sales Manager, and Bill Pabst, Manager of KFRC planed 
to L. A. and back this week on Don Lee network business at KHJ....The 
KPO-KGO Chronicle Diamond Jubilee Show will be repeated at the Audi- 
torium Feb. 28. There’ll be a 6:30 showing with ticket admission and a 9:00 
o'clock repeat for general public....‘Contrasts in Rhythm’ with Dick 
Aurandt conducting resumes from KSFO to Columbia Coast net this week. 
Heard Tuesdays at 6:30 with Jack Gregson wording.... Edna Fisher, KGO- 
KPO piano-organ gal, to Hollywood for her first vacation in eight years.... 
Art Linkletter, emcee of Don Lee net’s ‘World Fair Party’ completing 29- 
scene script for ‘America! Cavalcade of a Nation’ to be staged by Adolph 
Vollman on Treasure Island this summer....Herb Saman added to local 


newer dance remote line-up, airing from the Wedgewood Room of the Clift 
otel. 


WOR'S NEW LAUGH TRY CBS STAFF DIRECTORS 
onzt.27 Gist» ssc=!| AND THEIR PROGRAMS 


Gagsters for One-Time Shots 
Edmund Cashman 


‘Concert in Rhythm’ 
‘Ray Bloch Presents’ 
‘Al Bernard’s Merry Minstrel Men’ 
Alton Rinker 
‘Gay Nineties’ 
Nila Mack 
‘Let’s Pretend’ 
‘March of Games’ 
‘Tales From Far and Near’ 
(American School of the Air) 
Norman Corwin 
‘Pursuit of Happiness’ 
George Zachary 
‘Ellery Queen’ 
‘Folk Music Program’ 
(American School of the Air) 
Brewster Morgan 
‘Frontiers of Democracy’ 
(American School of the Air) 
‘Human Adventure’ 
_ Earle McGill 
‘Americans at Work’ 
‘This Living World’ 
(American School of the Air) 
‘Democracy in Action’ 
George Allen 
‘New Horizons’ 
(American School of the Air) 
William N. Robson 











WOR, N. Y., which has had a spotty 
history with comedy shows for years, 
Is trying again with its new Friday 
‘Comedy By—’ stanza. Lined up are 
Howard and Shelton, Patsy Flick, 
George Beatty, Fred Lightner, Frank 
Gaby for one-timers, it being a WOR 
theory that every comic has material 
lying around for at least one broad- 
cast without any script anguish. 

Eton Boys and Bob Stanley house 
orchestra supplement the comics. 
Roger Bower directs. 


Sun May Use 2d Show 


Sun Oil is again reported as in- 
terested in supplementing the Lo- 
well Thomas series with a night- 
time half hour show. 


No tentative commitments on time 
or program have been made, 











Music Librarian’s Accident 


Buffalo, Feb. 20. 
Foot operation resulted in loss of 
two toes for John Eisenberger, WGR- 
WKBW music librarian. 








Expected back soon. ‘Big Town.’ 
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PONGRESSMEN AS 
LEAS’ ON FCC 


Acheson Committee’s Report 
Suggests FCC Conceals 
Rather Than Reveals True 
Reasons Behind Decisions 
—Ditter Asks 1934 Law 


Amendments 





McNINCH’S FAILURE 





Washington, Feb. 20. 

Errand boy congressmen are 
pointedly chided in a report just is- 
sued by the advisory committee 
headed by Dean Acheson. The com- 
mittee which was set up by Frank 
Murphy during his tenure as attor- 
ney-general strongly deplores legis- 
lators paying ‘friendly visits’ in per- 
son or by telephone to the offices of 
members of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission under the excuse 
of ‘explaining peculiarities’ in local 
radio situations where constituents 
or pals of the congressmen .re in- 
volved as petitioners. 

The errand boy congressman has 
beeen increasingly prominent in 
radio regulatory matters and is 
charged as being one of the most 
vicious aspects of the Washington 
radio lobby which operates inces- 
santly via back doors. 

Suggesting that everyone feeling 
the Commission’s routine is cumber- 
some, costly, exasperating, or unfair 
should be permitted to recite his 
woes, the advisory committee headed 
by Dean Acheson, former undersec- 
retary of the Treasury, and compris- 
ing several noted legal authorities, 
is considering demands for more 
uniform procedure on the part of all 
federal bodies with regulatory pow- 
ers. After several months of study, 
it published a general summary 
suggesting postponement of efforts to 
solve the problems by legislation at 
this time and released a long descrip- 
tion—containing much direct and im- 
plied criticism—of the way the FCC 
functions. 

Publication of the Acheson com- 
mittee report has not, however, 
stopped the drive in Congress to im- 
pose restraints on quasi-judicial gov- 
ernment outfits. The House Rules 
Committee has cleared the way for 
the Logan-Walter administrative re- 
form bill—under which every FCC 
action would be subject to review by 
the courts..and action has ¢ een 
promised in the senate on the same 
measure. 

In surveying the FCC, Acheson ad- 
visory crew sternly warned the radio 
regulators to resist political pres- 
sure, voiced fear that off-the-record 
evidence is given consideration in de- 
ciding controversies, approved abo- 


lition of the old examiner system, | 


but saw much room for further im- 
provement, agreed with the policy of 
limiting the number of parties in 
contests over radio facilities, saw 
some objectionable features in the 
methods by which rules are framed, 
and disapproved the practice of try- 
ing license-holders when renewals 
Papers are sought. 

Sharpest language related to fact 
that FCC tolerates wholesale lobby- 
ing. Several pages were devoted to 
consideration of this subject, which 
the inspectors said is common 
throughout the government, but par- 
ticularly important in the FCC. 


Conceal Rather Than Reveal 

‘So long as it is popularly sup- 
posed (as, rightly or wrongly, is 
the case today) that the Com- 
mission’s decisions may conceal 
rather than reveal the true de- 
terminants of official judgment, 
there will be persistent efforts 
to subject the Commission or 
its individual members to politi- 
eal pressures. 

‘If the Commission is to avoid 
imputations that it is in fact 
susceptible to the influence of 
Such pressures, it must pursue a 
definitely courageous course. It 
must resolutely and pointedly re- 
fuse to receive information or 
Opinions concerning cases sub 


Social Note 





Radio Sales, Inc. recently 
tossed a luncheon for some of 
the radio crew at B.B.D. & O. so 
that the new RS contact on the 
agency, Edwin (Red) Reynolds, 
could see in advance what he 
would be up against. On the 
RS side of the table also was 
Eldon Hazard, who not so long 
ago was assistant to Ned Midg- 
ley, B.B.D. & O.’s time buyer. 
Also in attendance from B.B.D. 
& O. was Arthur Pryor, Jr.; and 
Midgley’s two new assistants, 
while the third RS delegate was 
Howard S. Meighan, eastern sales 
manager. 


Midgley remarked during the 
lunch that he was glad to see 
that his former associate had 
graduated to a glasstop desk and 
a desk-adjunct with 14 buttons. 








judice, volunteered off the re- 
cord, even when the volunteers 
are members of Congress.’ 

Rules adopted by former Chairman 


Frank R. McNinch to end the back- 
door approach were ineffectual, in 
the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 


eral’s advisors, who noted that ‘not 
unusually, according to available in- 
formation. Congressmen wait upon 
members of the Commission in their 
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offices in order to present a plea 
in behalf of or against the granting 
of a license. ‘Lawmakers were criti- 
cized for using ‘their official posi- 
tions as an excuse for special plead- 
ings (under the guise of explaining 
‘peculiarities of local Situations’ ).’ 
While the new method of obtain- 
ing evidence cured many | former 
evils, there still are serious defects 
in FCC procedure, according to the 
monograph. It is undesirable to let 
even the Commish attorney have ac- 
cess to outside-the-record informa- 
tion and communications; right to 
lay down basic policies ought not be 
delegated to minor employes; pre- 
siding officers at hearings might very 
well make findings of fact; records 


should be reduced, with saving of 

time and money for everyone in- 

volved, by requiring parties to stipu- 

late basic facts and by taking judi- 

cial note of undisputed material. 
Has, or Hasn't, a Case 

Either a complaint is sufficiently 
serious to justify immediate action 
or the Commish hasn’t a case, the 
committee observed, and licensees 
have been subjected to hurtful pub- 
licity and malicious whispering cam- 
paigns by the custom of issuing 
temporary licenses. Greater use of 
the revocation procedure was urged, 
although the experts doubted if 
there is anything more than a 
psychological difference between the 
relative position of defendants in re- 
newal and revocation hearings. The 
committee suggested the FCC might 
delay issuing press releases on rev- 
ocation orders until ticket-holders 
have received formal notice of the 
action to minimize embarrassment 
and avoid injury to persons in the 
event they finally are found not 
guilty. 

The lengthy discussion of FCC 
operations will be the basis for argu- 
ment in the fall on possible establish- 
ment of uniform system under which 
all license-granting Federal bodies 
will be compelled to employ similar 
routine and standards. Administra- 
tion hopes to stall the Logan-Walter 
bill until this committee has pre- 
pared recommendations and there 
has been reasonable opportunity to 
straighten out confusion by vol- 
untary action. 

Would Change 1934 Law 

Meantime fundamental curbs on |} 
licensing and silencing powers of the 
FCC would be imposed if Congress 
enacts a bill of outstanding impor- 
tance just introduced by Representa- 
tive Ditter (Republican) of Pennsyl- 
vania in an avowed move to end 
back-door censorship and political 
jockeying. Proposed amendments to 
the 1934 act, submitted to the House 
Friday (16), are in accordance with 
ideas voiced at frequent intervals by 
industry leaders. 

Licenses running from three to 
five years, instead of the present 12- 





month papers; automatic hearings 


Kids Chet La Roche 





During his Bristol-Myers show 
last week Fred Allen passed out 
a few ribs to the radio -adver- 
tising business, chiefly in a skit 
about an executive driven to 
hysteria by constant repetition 
of such cliche words as ‘check,’ 
‘contact,’ etc. At one point the 
comedian slippec in a gag ref- 
erence to Chester La Roche, 
president of Young & Rubicam, 
which handles the show. 


‘I once knew an advertising 
man, named Chet Somebody-or- 
other,’ ad-libbed Allen, ‘who was 
so nervous he had to wear lead 
weights in his cuffs.’ 








before any revocation takes place; 
and rescinding of power to penalize 
operators because the Commish does 
not like certain programs would be 
accomplished under the measure 
sponsored by the chairman of the 
Republican Congressional Campaign 
Committee. Underlying philosophy 
carries out ideas advanced by the 
National Committee to Uphold the 
Constitution, angeled by Frank Gan- 
nett, publisher of several New York 
newspapers and operator of a group 
of low-powered outlets. 


Recalling the Constitutional prom- 
ises of free speech and the Congres- 
sional intent to deny the FCC any 
censorship powers, Ditter declared 
that the ‘public interest, convenience, 
and necessity’ yardstick is being used 
as a flail. In existing circumstances, 
particularly when licenses are granted 
for a relatively brief term, this stand- 
ard is defined according to ‘whims’ 
of the regulators, he insisted. Power 
to punish operators for what they 
pump out to listeners should be 
severely limited, with Congress and 
the Federal Courts being the persons 
to specify what is offensive or against 
the public interest. 

Praising the FCC minority which 
has fought repeatedly against citing 
stations in a way that might seem 
to involve censorship, Ditter said the 





custom of holding hearings on re- 





‘Cost of Distribution’ Probe by FTC 
Not Alarming To Broadcasting 


While expecting to get its share of 
attention, the radio industry at this 
time is not particularly disturbed by 
the proposed Federal Trade Commis- 
sion ‘investigation of the methods 
and costs of distribution.’ It is ex- 
pected that the salaries of radio 
stars may be given considerable pub- 
licity, but broadcasters do not see 
money laid out in wages as a matter 
for serious political disapproval. 
And as for the cost of network time 
and hookups, it is a fixed notion of 
the industry that radio is cheap cir- 
culation and therefore reduces rather 
than raises distribution costs. Radio 
thinks it would have little trouble 
in making a good case. 

Advertising - haters are reported 
strongly entrenched in some Govern- 
ment circles and may be expected to 
take full advantage of the pending 
investigation for which $88,000 has 
been recently made available by 
Congress. Radio men, thinking be- 
yond their own private relationship 
to the problem, are inclined, how- 
ever, to feel that there is something 
to be said for having a show-down, if 
that is what these particular bureau- 
crats demand. But right now that 
seems, to most broadcasters, a too- 
dramatic interpretation of the 
‘threat’. 

Although it is superficially dam- 
ning to business to point out and up 
certain increases in distribution costs 
over the past 10 or 20 years, the ad- 
vertising-baiters are, it is thought, 
conveniently overlooking the labor 
and taxation items thereby included. 
Fanatics on advertising, like fanatics 
on any subject, will usually reveal 
that their proposals are tinged with 
more feeling than fact. At least this 
point of view now prevails. 

So far as radio is concerned it has 


|'tended to welcome, rather than re- 
'sent, Government policing of adver- 


tising copy, as such. Radio believes 
that a medium should not attempt 
to be judge and jury of consumer 


, values beyond an obvious responsi- 








bility to prevent obvious, self-evi- 
dent dishonesty. Radio stations have 
incessantly sought to get the Federal 
Communications Commission to rule 
on points of copy that the stations 
felt it was unqualified to judge. 
When the FCC would not or could 
not rule, the fact that the Federal 
Trade Commission sometimes would, 
was frequently very helpful. 


‘But Nothing’s Impossible’ 


While admitting that ‘nothing is 
impossible these days,’ any Federal 
law that might seek to arbitrarily 
limit the percentage of advertising 
expenditures of a corporation is not 
thought probable by trade observers. 
‘It certainly won't contribute to na- 
tional prosperity to put millions out 
of work on a purely arbitrary ideo- 
logy that costs will come down if ad- 
vertising is curbed. All the evidence 
of the years is that lower prices fol- 
low mass_ production - distribution 
methods,’ one official stated. 


Another stated, ‘it may be a nuis- 
ance to business men to be sum- 
moned for the umpteenth time to 
Washington, and I imagine many 
will refuse to reveal certain distri- 
bution data on the grounds it would 
be useful to their competitors, but 
there’s no reason to suppose this is a 
scalp-hunt until a lot of things are 
far clearer than they are right now.’ 


The ‘economic waste’ conception 
of advertising is considered by one 
national advertiser ‘too obviously 
communistic’ scuttling of status quo 
to receive wide support in a country 
basically conservative, despite all 
superficial evidence to the contrary.’ 

Broadcasters are inclined to feel 
that the Government has been gener- 
ous rather than severe in imposing 
regulations upon various patent 
medicines that have flagrantly been 
overboard in sales claims and even, 
on occasion, have carelessly used 


typical medical product has to have 
a lawyer, a chemist and a doctor- 
lobbyist, and is obliged to prove 
everything in advance, ‘that’s what 
they had coming.’ 

It has been smilingly noted that 
the slogan of the medicals has be- 
come ‘this may help you.’ 





Official Reassurances 
Washington, Feb. 20. 
In its forthcoming investigation of 
‘Methods and Costs of Distribution’ 
in the broadcast industry advertis- 


ing will not be singled out as the | 
whipping boy for the Federal Trade | 


Commission, 


Broadcasters were assured by a 


commish statement that, while ex-| 


amination of distribution methods 
and ‘the more. important items of 
cost’ will be made, no more emphasis 
will be placed on advertising costs 
than was done in recent inquiries 
into agricultural income, farm im- 
plements and motor vehicles. 

With $88,000 to spend on the sur- 
vey, commish intends to probe 


equally into various financial aspects | 


of industry. 


‘In the numerous general inquiries | 


conducted by the commission and in 
the many thousands of cases in which 
it has made investigations and taken 
corrective action the commission has 
never made any declaration or taken 


such,’ the FTC declared. 
more, no such action is contemplated. 


ject has been confined to the elim- 
ination of false and misleading ad- 
vertising under the Federal Trade 
Commission Act, and of the unlaw- 
ful advertising allowances under the 
Robinson-Patman Act. Even under 
the latter act no attempt has been 
made to prevent the granting of such 


fered they were made available on 
proportionally equal terms to all cus- 





dangerous ingredients. If today the 


tomers.’ 


any position against advertising as) 
‘Further- | 


Its action with respect to this sub- | 


allowances provided that when of- | 


newal applications to see if past 
operations have conformed to the 
‘public interest, convenience, and 
necessity’ is without any doubt ‘a 
far more dangerous form of censor- 
ship than if the Commission would 
promulgate standards in advance, 
which it concedes it does not have 


power to do. ‘He sided with Com- 
missioner T. A. M. Craven, who has 
argued that the FCC is trying to ac- 
complish ‘ex post facto censorship,’ 
protesting that the procedure con- 
stitutes ‘too powerful a weapon to be 
entrusted to any such agency.’ 

To prevent abuse of power, Ditter 
proposed amendments to the law that 
would specifically forbid the FCC to 
, ogle programs and advertising on its 
own account. Conviction for some 
offense in a Federal Court would be 
an indispensable preliminary to any 
charge that a ticket-holder offended 
the public interest by airing some 
particular advertising, entertainment 
or propaganda. He conceded that 
there are unavoidable limitations on 
free speech but observed ‘we cer- 
tainly never intended to delegate to 
this Commission the power to im- 
pose its judgment as to what are 
good programs and what are bad 
programs.’ 

Basic feature of the bill would 
amend section 326 of the present law 
by denying the FCC the right to con- 
sider program offenses in passing 
on renewals until violation of the 
law or a positive regulation has been 
| demonstrated beyond question. Not- 
| ing that newspapers are not elimi- 
| nated because of ‘occasional! infrac- 
| tions’ of various laws, he advocated 
\a new section in the statute reading 
| as follows: 
| The bill, which would require is- 
| suance of tickets good for at least 
| three years and a maximum of five, 
| presents new ideas for judging when 
{renewal should be granted and 
limits arbitrary power to revoke pa- 
pers. Ditter objected to the idea 
that newcomers are entitled to take 
|existing stations’ facilities away 
| without ‘good cause’ anc wants to 
counteract existing court decisions 
upholding the FCC’s right to favor a 
| novice. 














War Powers Lessened 


Another important feature of the 
proposed addition to the law is an 
unmistakable curb on the far-reach- 
|ing powers of the President to take 
|over radio stations. Present law al- 
| lows the Chief Executive to suspend 
| or change FCC regulations in event 
'of threa’ of war, catastrophe, or 
| emergency. Ditter would add a sec- 
| tion stipulating that no transmitter 
| could be silenced or confiscated ‘in 

whole or in part because of the 
character or contents of any program 
|or other communication transmitted 
| or proposed to be transmitted by 
|such station or in order to permit 
| the government or any department 
| OF agency thereof to engage in or 





control broadcasting or otherwise to 
| communicate with the public or for 
;any cause other than imperative mil- 
jitary need...and then only upon 
| proclamation by the President that 
there actually exists war in which 
the United States is engaged or a 
|state of insurrection within the 
United States equivalent to war.’ 

One more safeguard against gov- 
/ernment ownership or operation is 
| suggested by the Pennsylvanian. He 
| would require the FCC to compen- 
sate licensees whenever frequencies 
are cOMmmandeered by the govern- 
ment. The bill specifies that if a 
channel is snatched and given to a 
government tra..smitter any private 
operator using the ribbon must get 
‘another frequency assignment of 
| Substantially equal or superior de- 
sirability.” Hearing would F2 pos- 
| sible before the existing transmitter 
| finally is awarded another berth. 





Griffin Shoe Mulls Use 
Of Spot, Not Network 


| Griffin shoe polish is considering 
going spot this season instead ef buy- 
| ing a hookup, as has been its prac- 
tice during the past three years. 
Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce, 
agency on the account, has a pro- 
| gram that it figures on testing out 
|and, if promising, assigning to a 
platter route. 





Don White is back on the an- 
nouncing staff of KGY, Olympia, 
| Wash., after a month’s leave of ab- 
‘sence getting his throat treated. 
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Coarial Cable to Philadelphia Is 
Mark on 6.0.P. Television 





RCA-NBC will televise portions 
of the National Republican conven- 
tion, set to open in Philadelphia, 
June 24, if the American Telephone 
& Telegraph Co.’s coaxial cable be- 
dween that city and New York is 
fully up to the required standing by 
that time. Philco, which has a tele- 


vision transmitter of its own in the 
convention city, is expected to do 
much picture broadcasting from in 
and around the convention audi- 
torium. 

NBC hasn’t as yet approached A. 
T. & T. about the coaxial matter. It 
has been found that the latter’s cable 
is up to the NBC televising standard 
as far as Princeton but that between 
that point and New York there's 
much wanting in the matter of trans- 
mission frequency. This cable is the 
only one of the kind in the country 
able to transmit a radio frequency 
and the RCA-NBC equipment re- 
quires that it be able to maintain a 
steady flow of 3,000,000 cycles. 


FARMING BY 
RADIO LOOKS 
AHEAD 


Radio-for-the-farmer as distinct 
from radio for everybody continues 
to receive an increasing amount of 
attention. This carries along a trend 
that first gained momentum two 
years ago when the outlying coun- 
ties became the ‘plus’ of network 
competition. Since then the webs 


have wooed the sodbusters, the Gov- 
ernment in Washington has encour- 
aged and checked ‘broadcast farm 
services, and several hundred radio 
stations, not all of them of the self- 
styled ‘farm station’ class, have given 
over larger amounts of time to mate- 
rial that is pertinent to mowing and 
hoeing and mooing. 


Eventually those who become ex- 
pert at this radio specialty will have 
a ‘professional’ status within the 
trade like sportcasting, sales manage- 
ment, artists bureau management and 
so on. Or such seems to be the clear 
omen at present, 

Its own ‘Associated Press’ of agri- 
cultural reporters is being set up by 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
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Education Summed Up 





Louisville, Feb. 20. 


Various ‘educational’ radio 
programs have been set for 
broadcasting out of the Uni- 
versity of Kentucky at Lexing- 
ton to a hookup of Mutual sta- 
tions. 

One program series is entitled 
‘So You Want to Be a Sales- 
man?’ 


KIRO'S SYSTEM 
ON POLITICIANS 


Seattle, Feb. 20. 


Continuing its policy established 
last year, KIRO is making an out- 
right donation of time to the poli- 
ticians seeking office in the 1940 pri- 
maries in Seattle. In notice to all 
candidates Loren Stone, assistant 
business manager, writes: ‘Conform- 
ing with regulations of the Federal 
Communication Commission, an equal 
amount of time is being offered each 
candidate for the same office under 
following. conditions: the amount of 
time and the specific time of its use 
will be determined by the station 
following receipt of call acceptances, 
which must be made on special ap- 
plication attached. The time must 
be used by the candidate himself, 
speaking only in the advocacy of his 
own candidacy. A copy of the ma- 
terial to be broadcast must be sub- 
mitted 24 hours in advance. 














BUFFALO BIZ BRISK 


WBEN Sets Carling Brew Deal— 
Dept. Store on WEBR 








Buffalo, Feb. 20. 

Brewing Corp. of America has 
booked two and three-quarter hours 
weekly on WBEN on behalf of Carl- 
ing’s brew. Transcribed ‘Musical 
Party’ with Charlie Lewis goes on 
each weekday at 7:30 p.m. except 
Thursday, when show moves to 11:30 
p.m. and runs to 1 a.m, closing time. 
Deal set through Campbell-Ewald 
for 26 weeks. . 

Jim Wells’ 6:30 p.m. sportscast on 
same station has 40 weeks commit- 
ment from Axton-Fisher for Twenty 


Grand ciggies. Wells’ 11:20 p.m. 
sports period continues sustaining. 
Cy King, WEBR commentator, has 
13-week ticket from Adam Meldrum 
& Anderson department store for 
10:30 p.m. news roundup. Placed 





direct. His 6:30 p.m. summary has 
Bond Clothing sponsorship as of 
March 4, for 26 weeks. Through 
Neff-Rogow. 

McCann-Erickson placed six-times- 
weekly ‘Make Believe Ballroom’ on 
WEBR for National Biscuit. Weekly 
transcribed 30-minute show for F. C. 
Tripi Co., food wholesalers, is on 
WEBR for 52 weeks, placed direct. 


INTER - CAMPUS 
‘NETWORK’ IS 
DISCUSSED 


Providence, Feb. 20. 


Groundwork for a proposed ‘inter- 
collegiate broadvasting system’ pat- 











KIRO will in no manner what- 
soever censor the material offered by 
any candidate for the broadcast, but 
material which is libelous, defama- 
tory, or which in any other way is 
contrary to state and local laws, re- 
gulations of FCC or rules of station 
KIRO relating to political broadcasts 
must be eliminated before using 
facilities of the station.’ 
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{ Miami Crosstalk —} 
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Miami, Feb. 20. 
Ben Grauer and Basil Ruysdaal 
planing weekly between Miami and 
New York for Lucky Strike shows. 
Phil Schwartz of WIOD got net- 
work break on Walter Winchell’s 
show, when selected to supply 
the romantic interest in the ‘my, 





under the supervision of Leon Le- 
vine, assistant director of education. 
This will permit expansion and en- 
richment of CBS’ ‘Country Journal’ 
program of which Charles Stookey, 
from KMOX, St. Louis, is now the 
emcee. 


Several men outside CBS present 
staff may be utilized in this new 
service but for the present the re- 
porters are persons with other as- 
signments. 


Farm reporters so far include: 

Lou Keplinger, KARM, Fresno. 

Robert Dumm, KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco. 

Miss Garland Schuler, KROY, Sac- 
ramento. 

Henry M. Swartwood, Jr., KOIN, 
Portland, Ore. 

Norm Runions, KVI, Tacoma. 

Bill Moshier, KIRO, Seattle. 

E. Harve Partridge, KFPY, Spo- 
kane. 

Duane Bowler, KGVO, Missoula. 

Theodore Fosse, KFBB, Great 
Falls. 

Earl] Glade, Jr. KSL, Salt Lake 
City. 

Howard R. Chamberlain, 
Denver. 

Ernest Douglas, KOY, Phoenix. 

Henry Flynn, KNX, Los Angeles. 

Charles Worcester, WNAX, Yank- 
ton, S. D. 

Woodrow Hattic, WWL, New Or- 
leans. 


KLZ, 





NBC’s Robinson Discs 
Sold to Vogue Tobacco 


Vogue Fine Cut Tobacco of Can- 
ada has closed with NBC’s Radio- 
Recording Division for the Carson 
Robinson series, which consists of 
11” 15-minute episodes, 

The discs will be broadcast over 
25 Canadian stations, 











what lovely paws you have’ portion 
of the Jergens stanza. Meantime 
Bill Pennell, WIOD spieler, is hand- 
ling the announcing chores on the 
Winchell and Milton Berle shows, 
now being fed from Miami. 


Bert Graulich, who was with New 
York World’s Fair, has been added 
to the WGAM announcing staff. 


Tommy Aitken, former fishing edi- 
tor of ‘Outdoor Life’ sponsored by 
Texaco for a thrice weekly fishing 
shot over WQAM. 


Jack Bell, sports editor of the 
Miami Daily News, to begin a daily 
sports column for Atlantic Gas, over 
WIOD. 

Max Marcin, former playwright 
and now Philip Morris writer, is 
vacationing on Miami Beach. 

Edwin Cohan, CBS engineering 
head guested on WQAM’s Inter- 
national Host show, on his return by 
Clipper from a swing around South 
America, and a look in on the Pan 
American Radio conference at Chile. 

Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p. was 
in Miami, before taking off via clip- 
per for Mexico City to join Bill 
Paley. 

Ucola Katzentine, frau of the 
WKAT owner, doing a daily air style 
chatter. column under tag of Carol 
| Lodge. 





WHO Brings In Guesters 


Des Moines, Feb. 20. 
WHO brought Virginia Payne 
(‘Ma’ Perkins’) to the Iowa Barn 
Dance Saturday (17). She did an 
original skit by Stan Widney, WHO 
director. Show is broadcast from 

the 4,500-seat Shrine auditorium. 
WHO recently brought Wendell 
Hall to the Barn Dance and plans to 
bring several other networks per- 
sonalities in before the shi w goes 
back to the studios for the summer. 





terned after commercial networks, 
was laid at a conference attended by 
delegates from 10 colleges and uni- 
versities this weekend at Brown 
University. Conference was spon- 
sored by the Brown Network which 
has been operating its own wired 
radio frequency system for the past 
four years, 


Among speakers were Franklin 
Dunham, educational director of 
NBC; H. Linus Travers, class of °27, 
of Yankee-Colonial Networks; James 
A. Williams, district manager of New 
England Tel and Tel; Dr. Loring An- 
drews, program chairman of World 
Wide Broadcasting Foundation; John 
A. Holman, general manager of 
WBZ and WBZA and Malcolm S. 
Parker, manager WEAN. 


FBI-FCC MULL 
PROPAGANDA 


Washington, Feb. 20. 


Long arm of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, of the Department 
of Justice, last week reached out to 
broadcasts of possible ‘subversive’ 
programs by alien influences in the 
U. S. Conferences between the FBI 
and the FCC was indicated when it 
became known that parleys were be- 
ing held between the two agencies 
with a view to possible extension of 
Communications Act restrictions to 
prevent aliens taking part in the pro- 
duction of radio programs. Stand is 
believed to have been taken as a re- 
sult of recent G-man investigations 
of espionage in this country. 


Concern is shown over the possible 
growth of foreign propaganda among 
domestic U. S. stations. Listeners ap- 
Jarently will be trusted to shrug off 
shortwave propaganda from belig- 
erent foreign nations. 











Church-Myers Party Sails 


Kansas City, Feb. 20. 


Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Church de- 
parted last week for a vacation trek 
to Honolulu. Karl Koerper, v.p., is 
handling at KMBC in the absence of 
the president. 


In San Francisco they were joined 
by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Myers of 
KOIN, Portland, Ore. Two couples 
sailed Feb. 15 and not expected back 
before Apri] 1, 


While on the coast Church took 
time out to huddle with his Texas 
Rangers in Los Angeles over busi- 
ness matters pertaining to their CBS 
show. 








———=—= 











ily on the goal of returning a Demo- 
crat to the White House next year. 

Radio as an industry recognizes 
that it must provide ample time for 
Washington officials, but does not 
propose to be ordered about or mis- 
used by the latter. At the same time, 
lradio believes the Republicans can 
‘and will make capital of any and 
all incidents from now on and that, 
| however innocent they may be, 
| they will be flayed unmercifully if 
| the G. O. P. suspects or invents 
slights or claims a short count. 


Radio will not surrender its rights 
to set the conditions. And there is 
every omen to suggest the industry 
will limit political speechifying and 
increasingly substitute straight news 
reporting, also that it will take unto 
itself and away from the Govern- 
ment agencies the production author- 
ity over programs dealing with the 
general bureaucratic theme of what- 
we -do-for-you. 

The networks have not forgotten 
the lessons of 1932 and 1936 and will 
protect themselves from the cross- 
fire of the two parties with more 
adroitness and a good deal more 
firmness. It’s that or endless trou- 
ble. And probably endless trouble 
anyhow. 


Possibility that Uncle Sam's access 
to the mike will be greatly restricted 
in the future has been scoffed at 
by web officials, but the fact is that 
radio feels some move is urgent to 
counteract the grabbiness of Federal 
officials. All of whom think that 
their ideas for radio entertainment, 
culture, and education are world- 
shattering in importance. 


First break was the wind-up of 
‘What Price America,’ carried for 
52 weeks and recently replaced by 
a University of Chicago feature. No 
other Federal programs have been 
ended, and CBS people deny ve- 
hemently that government entertain- 
ment as such has been dog-housed. 
But the refusal to continue carrying 
the Interior Department's descriptive 
number came after yowls that subtle 
propaganda has been inserted in 
what are supposed to be non-par- 
tisan programs. 
Meets Mr. Berger 





as to cold-shoulder all government 
radio is seen in recent conference 
between Dr. Sterling Fisher, the 
CBS educational advisor, and Robert 
I. Berger, former radio chief of the 
Democratic National Committee and 
planner of the recent transcribed 
series of government reports. While 
CBS asserts it will assume complete 
control as time goes on of features 
based on government activities, Ber- 


material can be collected. 


Department asked for another 13 
weeks and eventually for another 
13-week period. Privately, web offi- 
cials—this applies to NBC and MBS 
to a lesser extent—feel that there 
is a limit. The decision to drop the 
Interior Department was not a dis- 
play of disapproval for any partic- 
ular stunt but a calculated move to 
impress on Federal agencies that 
they cannot regard any special part 
of the day as their property. The 
chain indicated it does not feel that 
the obligation to serve ‘public inter- 
est, convenience, and necessity’ re- 
quires it to carry an endless series 
of broadcasts thought up by govern- 
ment producers. 

In the case of ‘What Price Ameri- 
ca,’ the network has a good argu- 
ment. While the ideas were concocted 
and put in shape by Interior Depart- 
ment scribblers, talent costs and pro- 
duction responsibilites were assumed 
by CBS. In view of this, web execs 
cannot see why they should be criti- 
cized for deciding that henceforth 
they will decide what themes they 
wish to adapt. 

Government programs have been 
extremely irksome to Republican 
listeners on occasions. Even G. O. P. 
headquarters has been excited, feel- 
ing that instead of putting out educa- 
tional information in an objective 
manner the various Federal ‘spon- 
sors’ (who pay nothing for the time 
used) have been including argu- 
mentative material gaining a tactical 
advantage which the party out of 
power cannot possibly enjoy. Adopt- 
ing of the NAB code has not ap- 
peased the minority, inasmuch as it 
does not have the privilege of stag- 
ing comparable ‘educational’ shows. 

For some time, there has been a 
feeling in Republican circles that the 
chains, as well as some individual 
stations, have been altogether too 





Vote Year Worries Radio 


Continued from page 1 


That the web has not been so bold | 


ger is being consulted as to what 
functions can be dramatized and how 


Ending of “What Price America” is 
defended as a natural move. Origi- 
nally the feature was carded for 26 
weeks; upon expiration the Interior 








willing to cooperate with the Federal 
Government. Suspicion is that the 
webs feel they must kneel down in 
order to protect their present facili. 
ties or to win favorable consideration 
for pending applications. Trade fig- 
ures, however, are quite perplexed, 
Under the regulatory system, net. 
work bosses hesitate to rebuff any 
Federal official of importance, fear- 
ing that the FCC later may haul 
them on the carpet and accuse them 
,of not serving public interest. This 
has been particularly true in recent 
years when the FCC has placed con- 
‘siderable emphasis on the coopera- 
|tion of licensees with alphabetical 
agencies—notably the Social Secur- 
ity Board, Works Progress Admin- 
istration, Farm Security Administra. 
tion, Interior Department, Commerce 
Department, Housing Administration, 
and Agriculture Department—as 
showing appreciation of the privilege‘ 
‘of using the spectrum. 

Poiiticians who soon will be con- 
verging on microphones in droves 
received frosty treatment the past 
two weeks at the hands of networks 
who appear determined to keep the 
amount of gratis time at a minimum 
consistent with providing compre- 
hensive news coverage. Very little 
| blow-by-blow broadcasting of Re- 
publican and Democratic national 
committee meetings, with all chains 
sticking pretty much to descriptive 
summaries and interpretive inter- 
views in sharp contrast with former 
scramble to carry the maximum ob- 
tainable. 


| Peak of aloofness was achieved by 
| CBS, which failed to carry anything 
' direct from the floor of the commit- 
i'tee meetings of either party. But 
| the others were not much more gene 
|} erous, NBC and Mutual alike pick- 
ing up direct only one feature apiece. 


Curtailed Gas 


Emphasis was piaced on the 
; chains’ interpreters and newscasters, 
hinting that radio reporting will 
| Play a bigger part in the 1940 cam- 
| paign with, in all likelihood, a com- 
| pensatory reduction in the amount of 
| spot pick-ups. CBS relied on Al 
Warner, former New York Herald 
| Tribune bureau chief, NBC on Earl 
Godwin, the White House man for 
| the local Times-Herald, and Mutual 
'on Fulton Lewis, one-time Universal 
Service ace. All three were present 
| at each committee session and went 
}on both the chains and the local affili- 
ates several times daily, jazzing up 
their summaries with big-name in- 
terviews., 

Each party chairman, Postmaster 
General Farley and John D. M. Hame 
ilton, received an airing for his key- 
|note speech opening the parleys at 
which convention places were picked, 
but neither reached the audience of 
more than one web. Farley’s talk, 
together with Vice-president Gar- 
ner’s curt introduction, went over 
NBC blue, while Hamilton’s predic- 
tions were sprayed via Mutual. Co- 
lumbia snooted both big chiefs. 


While tight with time for round- 
by-round accounts of what happened, 
all three units carried considerable 
in the way of comment and analysis 
by their own observers. Lewis had 
both Farley and Hamilton as guests 
during his regular nightly sermon 
after the respective committees had 
broken up. In addition he inter- 
viewed Democratic personalities dur- 
ing intermission. Warner did the 
|same, interviewing Hamilton over 
|the network and reporting each 
|meeting. Scheduled appearance of 
| Farley with the CBS correspondent 
was impossible because the Demo- 
crats were in a parliamentary wran- 
gle at the time fixed and the Post- 
master General had to stick on the 
rostrum. Godwin, with aid of Bud 
Barry, regular staff announcer, re- 
ported both sessions, interviewing 
Hamilton, House Republican Leader 
Joseph W. Martin, and other GOP 
luminaries. 

Local outlets carried transcrip- 
tions of the principal speeches which 
did not go over the chains, while 
WMAL, the NBC transmitter, aired a 
ballot-by-ballot account of the Dem- 
ocratic voting on the convention city 
and waxed Hamilton’s talk for a de- 
layed broadcast. Hamilton was car- 
ried direct on WJSV, the local Co- 
lumbia plant. 




















Ford Newscasts in Texas 


San Antonio, Feb. 20. 
Ford will sponsor a quarter-hour 
news period Monday through Friday 
each evening through the Texas 
State Network. John Hopkins will 
aircast. Placed through McCann- 
Erickson. 
United Press news the source. 
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An Englishman In America 


‘America’s neutrality law has caused many changes on both sides of 














T a Advisory Council, a group 





Atlantic, 
pA and television promoter who 


ere more afraid of being accused 


according to Sidney A. Moseley, former London radio 


is now in New York. The English 
of being propagandists than the 


Americans are afraid of being propagandized, according to this visitor, 
who has made several trips in recent years. ; 
‘If an Englishman is cheerful about the war, it’s propaganda. If he’s 
ssimistic, that’s subtle, too. In fact, just being identified as English 
makes you & sort of sandwich man advertising Dawning Street and 


you're almost certain to be accused 
only, of course, your American fri 
cleverness quite easily.’ 


of being as clever as Fu Manchu, 
end implies he sees through your 


Moseley broadcast Sunday night over WMCA, N. Y., with Johannes 


Steel popping questions, 
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KDYL SETS UP 
LISTENERS 
PANEL 





Salt Lake City, Feb. 20. 
KDYL inaugurates this week a 


of 30 listeners made up of minis- 
ters, truck drivers, engineers, hotel 
managers, club women, school teach- 
ers, school principal, P.T.A. members 
and housewives. This council is to 
meet once a month with KDYL staff 
members Myron Fox, program di- 
rector; W. E. Wagstaff, commercial 
manager; George Provol, production 
manager; Emerson Smith, chief an- 
nouncer; George Snell, head of con- 
tinuity; Alan Gunderson, chief con- 
trol operator; two salesmen and two 





Coughlin Buys Time On 
New Wis. Loop, Echo 


Of Transcontinental 





Milwaukee, Feb. 20. 

Wisconsin’s new regional network, 
which went into operation out of 
WEMP 6n Feb. 11 without a single 
commercial, started second week 
Sunday (18) with three paying cus- 
tomers. Father Charles E. Cough- 
lin is on all stations except WEMP, 
which had prior commitments. 

American 3V’s Bird Seed set for 
all stations, and the Miller Brewing 
Co. in a High Life beer plug in con- 
nection with the Bavarian music 
broadcast from the Schwabenhof, a 
German atmosphere nitery. 





FT. WAYNE’S NEW BIZ 
Ft. Wayne, Feb. 20. 
Kroger Grocery set for 520 WOWO 
studio programs, through Ralph H. 
Jones agency, Cincinnati. Perfection 
Biscuit Co. is using five studio pro- 





announcers. 

Purpose of the panel is to find out | 
what the public wants to hear over 
the air Janes. 

Myron Fox conducted the first | 
meeting which was held this week | 
in the KDYL Radio Playhouse, first | 
taking time to inform the ce 

| 
| 


as to the functions and duties of the 
various KDYL departments, and the 
history of a program from time to 
time of its inception to the final air- 
ing. 

Findings of the initial meeting of | 
the Listeners’ Council: Highly ap- 
proved were educational programs 
and news broadcasts; five daily news- 
casts could well be increased with 
the last one as late as midnight; 
there were too many late dance pro- 
grams, which should be _ replaced 
with more of the studio prepared 
broadcasts of semi-classical music; 
greatly to be deplored was the 
tendency of announcers to over-sell 
on the commercial announcements. 
Both local and network programs 
were considered by the group. 


In addition to the monthly get- 
togethers, bulletins will be sent to 
the Council members regularly, ask- 
ing for frank criticism of specific 
programs. 





|} operated by 
ties with the FCC will take place March 1, it was announced 


grams weekly, placed direct. D. L. 
Clark Co, placed 78 spot announce- 
ments through Albert P. Hill, Inc., 
Pittsburgh. 

At WGL American Chicle (Den- 
tyne) ordered 50 spot blurbs through 
Badger, Browning & Hershey, New 
York, 
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WBZ, Boston Boomish 


Boston, Feb. 20. 

Radio advertising in Boston has 
taken an upturn since the beginning 
of the new year. In the past three 
weeks WBZ, Boston, has booked 
more than six full hours of program 
time, with 18 new accounts signed, 
all taking affect in February or 
March, Frank R. Bowes is sales man- 
ager, 

New accounts are: 


Hecker Products, transcribed ‘Superman,’ 
three 15-minute daytime periods a week. 
McKesson-Robbins, ‘Breakfast Club,’ one 
30-minute daytime period a week, 
Gardner Nurseries, ‘Musical Clock,’ six 
10-minute daytime periods a week. 
North American Accident Insurance, 
news, three 10-minute periods a week. 
National Shawmut Bank, ‘You and Your 
Neighbor,’ one 15-minute period a week. 
Axton Fisher Tobacco, Fred  Hoey’s 
sports roundup for Twenty Grands, six 
10-minute evening periods a week. 
Esso, Sunday news, two 15-minute pe- 
riods each Sunday. 
Reliable Flour, ‘Keep Guessing,’ one 30- 
minute evening period a week, 
Lanolin transcription to be selected, 
three five-minute daytime periods a week 
Whitehead Metal Co., ‘25 Years Ago 'To- 


day,’ three five-minute evening periods a 
week, 

New England Coke Co., ‘Invitation to 
Music,’ one 25-minute daytime period a 
week, 

Industrial Training Corp., ‘Looking For- 
ward,’ one 15-minute afternoon period a 
week, 

In addition to the above, announcement 
schedules have been set for D. & L, 
Clark., New England Confectionary Co., 
Edward A, Winning Co., and Standard 
Chocolates. 


One of the biggest new contracts is Jor- 
dan Marsh (Department Store) hour show 
that is on every weekday morning. 


Workshop’s Work Sked 


Columbia workshop programs for 
the next weeks are as follows: 

Feb. 22, ‘Autobiography of an Ego- 
tist,, directed by Earle McGill. Feb. 
29, Special Leap Year show, directed 
by Brewster Morgan, March 7, an 
apprentice show from Hollywood. 
March 14 is unbooked. Philip Cohan 
will do ‘Taming of Shrew’ on March 
21. 

Won’t be a workshop broadcast 
March 28. 








William Doerr, Jr., commercial 
manager, back at WEBR, Buffalo, 
after stomach ulcer treatment in 


Networks Send Delegations To 
St. Louis Educational Powwow 





Radio Programs of that Kind 


Akron, O., Feb. 20. 
There are too many foreign lan- 
guage hours on local radio stations, 
Dean Fred E. Ayer of Akron univer- 
sity told the local newspaper radio 
columnists this week. 





rN 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES In connection with the forthcom- 
a ing St. Louis convention of the 
Dean of Akron University Raps| American Assn. of School Adminis- 


trators (part of the National Educa- 
tion Assn.) there is to be much 
emphasis upon educational broad- 
casts. Convention runs from Feb. 23 
to Feb. 29 with some thousands of 
delegates. 

Columbia is hopeful that it will 
be able to get its ‘School of the Air’ 





The dean wrote: ‘Last Sunday I 
counted 10 foreign programs on local 
stations. Wouldn’t it be unique and 
somewhat of a surprise if some sta- 
tion put on an American Hour? I 
think the Sunday morning programs 
on all our nearby stations are punk.’ 





St. Paul Suspicious, 
Thinks Child Experts 
Quite Often Ain’t 


St. Paul, Feb. 20. 

Dissatisfied with the theoretical 
tips on child care handed out on the 
station’s ether by so-called child 
guidance experts, teachers, et al, two 
KSTP engineers and two. an- 
nouncers—all four of ’em papas— 
will take over the Washington’s 
Birthday show of the St. Paul Coun- 
cil of Parents and Teachers Thurs- 


‘day (22) afternoon. 


After handling the weekly broad- 
casts for several weeks, the four be- 
gan to take exception to the remarks 
of experts, begged Thomas Dunning 
Rishworth, KSTP educational direc- 
tor, for a chance to ‘give the real 
low-down on kids.’ PTA accepted, 
agreeing only if the dads would ac- 
cept the ‘Cannot-Tell-a-Lie’ day. 
Quartet are Announcers’ Frank 
McGlogan and Cal Karnstedt and 
Engineers Wayne Babcock and Neel 





Battle Creek Sanitarium. 
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McGinnis. 
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F. C. C’s WASHINGTON DOCKET 
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Maryland: 


ing the revocation order of last October. 


transmitter, 
other individuals who 


and operate the 
transactions with 
dough, 
fully 


operating on 1200 


ments under oath both in the original 
the hearing thereon,’ Commish found. 
Texas: 


an individual who failed to 


last week, 





Pittsburgh With Dots 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 


S. D. Gregory, manager of KDKA, 
has been appointed chairman of en- 





tertainment committee for Pitts- 
burgh Chamber of Commerce's an- 
nual banquet... KDKA has installed 
a wire at the Yacht Club to air Her- 
man Middleman’s band... Henrietta 
Rosenberg, of WCAE’s Sophisticated 
Ladies, announced her engagement 
© a local dentist...Bertha Chaitkin 
set for weekly series of quarter- 
hour piano recitals over WWSW. 


Janet Ross, KDKA, had her pop- 
corn and Spear’s department store 
account extend original short-term 
deals on her Shopping Circle pro- 
gram to a full year...Frank Conrad, 
Jr., In town for a few davs an Mr- 
Cann-Erickson business... Billy Hind 
now doing dramatization of Alvin 
theatre previews over KDKA. 


Ken Martin, brother of local radio 
es is pianist with Benny Bur- 
_ dance bunch, airing from Bill 
ge Ss over WCAE...Brian McDon- 
si Jerry Mayhall and Jack Logan 
Ow on their fifth year in WJAS 
where hour for Wilkin’s jewelry... 
a Theatre of WWSW doing an 
; ginal drama by a Pittsburgher, 
ames A. Cox. It's called ‘Scoop.’ 





Bond Back to WABC 


After a hiatus of only six weeks 
ti Clothes returned as an adver- 
- over WABC, N.Y. Did a 17- 

ek span in fall, Resumes March 4. 


Takes part of Phil Cook Almanac. 


Georgia: Gov. E. ID. Rivers, Valdosta, granted new station days, to 5 kw all times, 
|to be operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts New Mexico: KGGM, Albuquerque, change frequency from 
| days. 12:30 to 600 ke, jump day power from 1 to 5 kw. 
| Illinois: WGES, T. H. Guyon, Chicago, granted transfer North Carolina: WPTF, Neur Cary, new high frequency 
lof control of corporation by gift of 10 shares common stock broadcast station to be operated on 4300 ke with 1 kw, special 
|from T. H. Guyon, to his sister Irene M. Cowen; thus trans- emission; WISE, Harold H, Thoms, Asheville, voluntary as- 
| ferring control to T. H. Guyon, H, J. Guyon, I. E. Moulds, signment of license to Radio Station WISE, Inc. 
| William F. Moss, G. T. Dyer and Irene M. Cowen. Oregen: KSILM, Salem, jump night power from 500 watts 
Kentucky: Gateway Broadcasting Co., Louisville, denied to l kw: KBKR, Louis P. Thornton, Baker, jump night power | 
\oeinee for rehesring on application for a new station to be from 100 to 250 watts; KALE, KALE, Inc., Vortland, jump 
| operated on &80 ke with 500 watts which was turned down night power from 1 to 5 kw, 
by Commish last November. South Carolina: The ‘Textile Broadcasting Co., Green- | 
"New Mexico: KWEW, W. E. Whitmore, Hobbs, granted in- ville, new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 250 watts; 
crease in time of operation from days to unlimited, with 160 WORD, Spartanburg Advertising Co., Spartanburg, change 
watts on 1500 ke. in frequency from 1370 to 1380 ke, boost power from 100 


New York: 
to 5 kw: WKNY, 
100 to 250 watts and 
days to unlimited, 


Kingsion, 
increase 





MAJOR DECISIONS 


Second turndown for WSAT, Salisbury, fn its 
fight against Commish attempts to delete 
occurred last week when a proposed finding was issued afftirme- 


licensee, was again found not financially qualified to construct 
because of 


license of the transmitter, which has been success- 
ke with 250 watts 
construction in 1937, should be revoked because of ‘false state- 


(See separate story.) 
Silencing of KGKB because the station has been 


granted new station to be operated on 1310 ke with 


WMCA, granted Increase in day power from 1 
granted day 
in hours 


treaty 
Idaho: 
it from the air, Illinois: 
WJPF, 
from 
Indiana: 


Frank M, Stearns, Orville W, 


behind-the-scenes WWAE, 
put up the actual 
gon and Fred Tj, 

lowa: KRNT, 
kw; KSO, 


days since its 


application and at 
Kentucky: 


epecial emission, 
Massachusetts: 


register his activi- 





‘hester 


* 
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new station to be operated on 1330 or 1360 ke (when Havana 
becomes effec 
KWATL, C€ 
Wallace, boost night power from 100 to 250 watts. | : 
WJJD, Chicago, new high frequency transmitter | cash prizes, two film features, two 
to be operated on 43400 ke with 250 watts, special emission; | cartoons and a serial. 


tive) with 500 watts nights, 
Howarth and 


1 kw days, 


Lyerla, Herrin, night power increase 


100 to 250 watts. 


Hammond-Calumet Broadcasting Corp., 


Hammond, voluntary assignment of license to O, E. Richard- 
Adair, 

Des Moines, 
Iowa Broadcasting Co., 
juice from 1 to 5 kw, 

American Broadcasting Corp. of Kentucky, new 
high frequency station to be operated on 43200 kc with 1 kw, 


boost night power from 1 to 5 
Des Moines, jump night 


Doughty & Welch Electric Co., Inc., South | 
Somerset, new high frequency broadcast station to be operated 


Clarence Berger, | 


| program, on which it is now spend- 
_ing about $150,000 a year, ‘adopted’ 
| by most of the states of the union. 
'Nine presently have given the five- 
; mornings - a - week program such 
|a blessing. A social evening for the 
| state commissioners of education will 
be held in St. Louis. 

Various CBS broadcasts from the 
convention city will include a talk 
by Ben G. Graham, of Pittsburgh, 
who is president of the association. 
‘The People’s Platform,’ the forum 
show supervised by Leon Levine, 
will originate in St. Louis, as will 
‘Americans at Work,’ ‘Adventure in 

Ecience’ and ‘American School of the 
' Air.’ All of them will be slanted for 
convention interest and most of them 
will include participation by conven- 
ition delegates. CBS is _ sending 
Sterling Fisher, Lyman _ Bryson, 
W. M. C. Bagley and Leon Levine 
west for the occasion. 

NBC isn’t making any elaborate 
plans of its own for the convention. 
It will have its usual exhibit and 
pick up a number of the meet’s pro- 
grams. NBC’s delegates will consist 
'of Judith Waller, from Chicago, and 
| Walter Preston and Franklin Dun- 

ham from New York. 


KDYL’S KANGAROO CLUB 
REVISED FOR SPONSOR 


Salt Lake City, Feb. 20. 

The Kangaroo Club, kids program 
running continuously since 1926 on 
KDYL, goes into a revised form un- 
der the sponsorship of 1¢w cOo-opera- 
tive dairy association. New title is 
‘Hi-Lander’s Junior Circle of Fun’ 
| and show will consist of a four-hour 
| Saturday morning show in a local 








j 





| 
' 
| 





| theatre, including a spelling bee with 


Admission is 
|5 cents and an empty paper milk 
container, newly introduced to Salt 
Lake and retailing through grocery 
| stores only. 

| Sponsors were well pleased with 
| the 1,000 attendance at first show. 








WAVE GAMES SET 


General Mills-Goodrich Split Spon- 
| sorship—Don Hill Calls "Em 








Louisville, Feb. 20. 
WAVE will air the Louisville Co- 





Minneapolis, new station to be operated on 630 ke with 500 | lonels (American Association) games, 


250 watts, 


watts nights, 
boost from South Dakota: 


from 


power 
of operation 


Co., Manchester, inc 


250 watts days, 
KUSD, University of South Dakota, Vermil- 
lion, change frequency from 890 to 660 ke, hours of operation | 
from sharing with KFNEF, Shenandoah, 


Station, licensed to the East Texas Broadcasting Co., of on 43200 ke with 1 kw, special emission, 

Tyler, will lose its papers ‘because actual control] of station Minnesota: WDGY, Dr. George W. Young, Minneapolis, 

has been in the hands of James G, Ulmer and the East Texas change frequency from 1180 to 1100 ke, jump juice from 1 

Broadcasting Company has never filed with the Commission kw nights, 5 kw days to 5 kw nights, 10 hw days; KDAL, 

an application for transfer or assignment of its license, 4s Red River Broadcasting Co., Inc., Duluth, change frequency 

required by law,’ Commish decreed. Has been using 1500 from 1500 to 900 ke, increase power from 100 watts nights, 

ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 250 watts days, to 1 kw all times; William H,. Amesbury, 
watts, 

MINOR DECISIONS Nebraska: KOWH, Omaha, increase power from 500 watts 

to 5 kw, change hours of operation from days to unlimited 

| Arizona: Tuscon Motor Service Co., Tuscon, granted vole and frequency from 560 to 890 ke; KORN, Nebraska Hroad- 

untary assignment of license to the Tuscon Broadcasting Co., casting Corp., Fremont, increase night power from 100 to 250 | 
| Yne. waits, 

District of Columbia: Lawrence J. Heller, Washington, New Hampshire: WFEA, New Hampshire Rroadcasting 


rease power from 500 watts nights, 1 kw 


to 1 kw all times. 


Ja., to days (contin- 





Puerto Rico: WKAQ, San Juan, denied petition to reopen 
hearings in re applications of Enrique Abarea Sanfeliz, San 
Juan, fer construction permit for new station to be operated 
on 580 ke with 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, and of United Thea- 
{res Inc., San Juan, for new station to be operated on same 
frequency with 1 kw. 

Washington: KXA, Seattle, granted power jump from 250 
watts nights, 500 watts days, to 1 kw ail times, 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WMCR, &. B. Quigley, Mobile, change hours of 
operation from days to unlimited, with 100 watts nights; 
J. Leslie Doss, Bessemer, new station to be operated on 1440 
ke with 250 watts. 

Alaska: Don J.eRoy, Ketchikan, new station to be operated 
on 900 ke with 1 kw (requests facilities KGBU, Ketchikan). 

Arizona: KWJB, Globe, voluntary assignment of license 
to Bartley T. Sims, doing business as Sims Broadcasting Co, 

California: KARM, George Harm, Fresno, involuntary as- 
signment of license from George Harm, deceased, to Gilbert 
H,. Jertberg, executor. 

Connecticut: WNBC, New Britain, boost day power from 
1 to & kw: WTIC, Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp., 
Hartford, change frequency from 1060 to 1040 ke and hours 
of operation from sharing with WBAL, Baltimore, to un- 
limited, 

Florida: WDBO, Orlando, jump night power from 1 to 5 
kw; Carl Sholiz, Fort Pierce, new station to be operated on 
940 ke with 250 wett#; General Broadcasting, Inc., Miami, 





gent upon KOWH being granted unlimited time on &90 ke), 

Texas: KTSA, San Antonio, jump night power from 1 to 
5 kw; KPAC, Port Arthur College, Port Arthur, increase night 
power from 500 watts to 1 kw; Hunt Broadcasting Associa- 
tion, Greenville, new station to be operated on 1200 ke 
with 100 watts: Harbenito Broadcasting Co., Cameron County, 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts. 

Utah: Granite District Radio Broadcasting Co., Murray, 
new station to be operated on 930 ke (if Havana treaty is 
effective) with 250 watts; KDYL, Intermountain Broadcasting 
Corp., Salt Lake City, increase night power from 1 to 5 kw; 
Radio Service Corp, of Utah, Salt Lake City, new high fre- 
quency broadcast station to be operated on 42800 ke with 250 
watts, special emission; Radio Service Corp. of Utah, An- 
telope Island, new high frequency broadcast station to be 
Operated on 43200 ke with 1 kw, special emission, 

Virginia: WTAR, Norfolk, increase night power from 1 to 
5 kw; WMBG, Havens & Martin, Inc., Richmond, jump 
juice from 500 watts to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, 

Washington: KPQ, Wenatchee, change frequency from 
1500 to 1230 ke, increase power from 250 watts to 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days; KEEN, KVIL, Inc., Seattle, voluntary 
assignment of license to Evergreen Broadcasting Corp.: 
Symons Broadcasting Co., Ellensburg, new station to be 
operated on 1110 ke with 1 kw. 

West Virginia: WCHS, Charleston, jump night juice from 
500 watts to 6 kw; WJLS, Joe L, Smith, Jr., Beckley, change 


frequency from 1210 to 900 ke and jump juice from 250 watts | 


to 1 kw, 
Wineonsin: 
Ww. 


WKBH, LaCrosse, increase power from 1 te & 


| with the sponsorship split between 
| General Mills and Goodrich Tires. 
|GM had the rights on its own last 
season. Don Hill will again call 
the plays. 

Job that Hill did during the 1939 
season was credited by the Louis- 
ville club as largely responsible for 
the park’s all time attendance record. 


WHAS Entertains Panelmen 


Louisville, Feb. 20. 
Execs of WHAS acted as hosts to 
delegates to Broadcast Engineers’ 
Conference Sunday (18). While ra- 
dio technicians held their business 
| meetings in Columbus, Ohio, part of 





‘their program was a trip to Louis- 
ville at the invitation of the Courier- 
Journal and Times station. Engi- 
neers arrived in Anchorage, Ky., 
Sunday noon by train, and were 
transported in 30 automobiles to the 
WHAS transmitter in Eastwood, Ky. 
Here entertainment was arranged by 
Orrin Towner, WHAS chief engi- 
neer, and delegates were served 
luncheon, 

After an inspection of the WHAS 
transmitter and facilities, the auto 
caravan left to board the train at 
| Anchorage, for the return trip to 
| Columbus. 


MacQuarrie to Manhattan 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Haven MacQuarrie will do a 
broadcast of ‘Marriage Club, Inc.’ 
|from New York so that three -poien- 
tial sponsors can see how it’s done. 
His program is being sustained by 
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MUTUAL'S 50% DISCOUNT ON 99 OR 


MORE 


LEAVES STATION'S SHARE UNMENTIONED 





NBC Blue After Closely Scrutinizing New Mutual 
Tactic Decides There’s Little Need for Alarm 


of Blue Disadvantage 





NBC doesn’t consider tne new 
sales policy of the Mutual Network, 
namely, the offer of a 50% volume 
discount when a hookup of 99 sta- 
tions is used, as an outright case of 
undercutting the price of the blue 
link. While there are eight stations 
likewise affiliated with the blue on 
this list of 99 stations, Mutual’s new 
proposition does not stipulate the 
price of each of these outlets, but 
rather lumps them all together on a 
lump sum basis. What rate prevails 
for each individual outlet is not dis- 
closed by Mutual in either the pres- 
entation or the sales contract. 

NBC’s original reaction to the 50% 





angle of Mutual’s new proposition 
was that it might put NBC at a com- 
petitive disadvantage. With each of 
these eight stations part of the blue 
network, they were allowing the 
scales, plausibly, to be tilted in Mu- 
tual’s favor. Whereas NBC’s maxi- 
mum discounts made such stations 
available at 60% of the rate card, 
Mutual was permitted to offer them 
at a 50% discount, so long as they 
were part of the 99-station hookup. 
While it doesn’t thiak the variable 
arrangements fair, NBC is letting the 
situation take its natural course. 





Dentists Please Note 





Just before he was t go on 
Joe Penner’s program (NBC- 
blue) as a guest a week ago, 
Edward G. Robinson broke a 
cap off a front tooth. A lozenge 
that he had been chewing was 
the cause. 

So that the studio audience 
wouldn’t be aware of the aperture 
Robinson kept a cigar stuck in 
his mouth throughout the broad- 
cast. 


——— 





uc Ete 








| tual 


Philadelphia, and KWK, St. Louis, 
heve declined to have themselves 
sold on this basis. For them Mu- 
has substituted, respectively, 
WCBM, WIP and KXOK. Only three 


Some of Mutual’s co-blue affiliates, | blue-basic outlets remain in this spe- 


such as WBAL, Baltimore; WFIL, 


|cial 99-station hookup. 


They are 
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WHK, Cleveland; KSO, Des Moines, 
and WEAN, Providence. The other 
blue outlets included in this 99-sta- 
tion group are WICC, Bridgeport; 
KXYZ, Houston; WSOC, Charlotte; 
WRDO, Augusta, an* WMPS, Mem- 
phis. All these are subject to re- 
moval on 28 days’ notice, exception 
in the station option periods. 
On a 52-week basis the 99 outlets 
can be bought as follows: 
Five times 
One time 
% hr. daytime........++ $6,740 a wk. 
% hr. nighttime........ 12,094a wk. 
lg hr. daytime.......++. 9,621a wk. 
ly hr. nighttime........ 17,016 a wk. 
1 hr, daytime........++ 16,035 a wk. 
1 hr. nighttime. eoeeeee 28,499 a wk, 
One time 
per week. 
hr. nightime.......- $4,083 a wk. 
hr, nighttime........ 6,839 a wk. 


me 





Heirs’ Show Renewed 





Ironized Yeast has renewed its 
‘Court of Missing Heirs’ on CBS 
Tuesday nights through the Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan agency. 

The current, and first,* 13-week 
cycle expires March 26. 
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Billion dollar harvest? You bet! More 
than a billion-and-a-half dollars are 
Spent annually with retailers in the pri- 
mary area blanketed by The Cowles 


Money Belt stations. 


It's spent by radio listeners. Ninety- 
one per cent of the families in the area 
own fadios. And they listen to them, as 
proved by our steadily mounting mail 


returns. 


Singly, any one of the four Money 
Belt stations will do the job for you in 
the sections you choose. But a combina- 
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f Afthated with THE REGISTER AND TRIBUNE, Des Moines, lqwa 


tion, spotted at strategic points, entirely 
blankets this rich area. 


So, we have a special combination of- 
fer... WMT and WNAX with either 
of the Des Moines stations, KRNT or 
KSO —a triple threat lineup—at a 
rate that’s attractively low. 


Let us help you get your share of the 
rich harvest of sales in America’s Money 
Belt. For rates and details on how we 
promote and merchandise your pro- 
gram, write today to The Cowles Sta- 
tions, Des Moines, Iowa. 











Represented Nationall; by THB KATZ AGENCY 
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JOLSON AD LIB 


NOW A LEGAL 


oo 


Belief that a more liberal legaj 
slant on defamation by radio is gain. 
ing momentum, with the Summit 
Hotel vs. NBC (Al Jolson) case 
acting as bellwether in this direc. 


tion, is expressed by Stuart Sprague 
in the latest Contemporary Law 
Pamphlet issued by New York Uni- 
versity’s Law School. Sprague bases 
his thesis on the fact that four states 
already have special statutes cover. 
ing defamation via the ether, while 
in the Summit Hotel case the Court, 
held that Jolson’s remarks ‘consti- 
tuted a distinct new tort, which it 
termed ‘defamation by radio” Un- 
der this definition NBC was not 
forced to pay any damages. 


Sprague asserts that the existing | 


laws of defamation were largely 
framed to cover the printed media 
only, and that cramming radio under 
this type of legislation is awkward 
since remarks made on the ether are 
frequently not subject to advance 
control, as in the press. NBC, for 
instance, had no control over the re- 
marks Jolson made anent the Sum- 
mit Hotel, since Jolson ad-libbed his 
statements. The Court therefore held 
that ‘the doctrine of liability with- 
out fault should not be invoked. in 
radio defamation cases but rather 


the doctrine of liability through 
fault.’ 
What constitutes ‘fault’ (tanta- 


mount to negligence) need not neces- 
sartly be failure to read scripts or 
speeches in advance, says Sprague. 
He claims that few stations would 
ask the President for an advance 
copy of his speech, hence ‘if it is not 
negligence to fail to secure a copy 
of the President's speech, it should 
not be negligence to fail to secure 
the speech of a governor of a state, 
a mayor of a city, or, in fact, any 
official or candidate for office. It 
would seem, therefore, that the fail- 
ure to procure an advance copy of a 
speech is not in itself negligence al- 
though its procurement or non-pro- 
curement may be considered along 
with other facts in determining 
whether a broadcaster exercises due 
care.’ 

The same rule — negligence — is 
likewise applied by Sprague to net- 
work affiliated stations who broad- 
cast a defamatory program not orig- 
inated in their studios. He contends 
that if they exercised whatever pre- 
cautions can be taken by affiliates 
regarding network fodder, the affili- 
ates are not subject to damages for 
defamatory remarks. 

The four states currently having 
special statutes to cover radio libel 
are Indiana, 
Florida. None of this legislation has 
as yet gone through the wringer of 
a court test. The Indiana statute 
provides that a station must be noti- 
fied of an impending suit three days 
in advance, and if the station there- 
upon retracts in 10 days and shows 
that its original remarks were with- 
out malice, the suit must be limited 
to actual damages. Iowa’s statute 
holds the station liable only in the 
event of actual negligence. In Mon- 


tana stations are not subject to dam- a 


age payments unless they maliciously 
allowed defamatory broadcasts to 8° 
on; and in network broadcasts, only 
the originating station is liable. 
Florida stations are not liable in any 
event, unless they made defamatory 
remarks in their own behalf. 

Sprague’s opus, entitled ‘More 
Freedom of the Air,’ is the 26th in 
NYU’s series of pamphlets. They 
sell for a buck apiece. 





Lisa Sergio Sponsored 


Botany Worsted mills has con 
tracted to sponsor Lisa Sergios 
‘Column of the Air’ over WQXR, 
New York, Tuesdays and Thursday! 
for 13 weeks beginning March 12. 
Alfred J. Silverstein agented. 


Radio Wire Television, Inc., has 





Iowa, Montana and | 


increased its time over WQXR from 


15 to 30 minutes daily to plug Lafay- 
ette radios.. Commercials will 


Reiss is the agency. 


Ford dealer advertising 
using two spot announcements 


fund ié 
daily 


over the same station, 
Cann-Erickson, 
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on the ‘Just Ahead’ recorded series : 
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NOT AN AVALANCHE, MR. WILLS. 
JUST A MILD IDEA OF THE EXTRA 
SALES RESULTS WE'RE GETTING 





SINCE PUTTING OUR PROGRAM ON 
THE NBC RED! 








Cereal advertisers in 1939 invested over $3,350,000 in the Red Network 


—two and one half times as much as in the next network. 


Any way you look at it- 
NBC Red is tops! 


Whether you judge a network by box top returns, top sales 


figures, top program ratings, or any other “tops” 


Rieconaae makers, too, are Red Network 
enthusiasts! And their enthusiasm is 
shared by the majority of leading advertisers. 
That’s why, in 1939, more advertising dollars 
were invested in the Red than in any other 
single advertising medium. That’s why, again 
in 1940, radio-wise advertisers are placing 
the major share of their network selling on 
the capable shoulders of the Red. 

In 1939, advertisers endorsed the Red 
Network to the tune of $34,982,163! The 
reason for this overwhelming preference of 
experienced radio advertisers for the Red is 
no mystery. It’s found in NBC’s fascinating 


Story of “The Other Half.” A story that clari- 


fies network time-buying and takes the guess- 


work out of network comparisons. 


Combing the Country for Facts 


“The Other Half” of the national radio 
audience—the 51% of the U. S. radio-owning 
families whose listening habits had never be- 
fore been probed by radio researchers told 


Us a ’ ° 
s this story. 'To get it, we went "whole hog” 


—the NBC Red comes out on top! 


—into every city of 25,000 and over... and 
into one out of every five rural counties in the 
country! 

The fact’ we learned are of profitable in- 
terest to every advertiser and agency. They 
show, why the Red Network produces extra 
sales. They reveal a new picture of compara- 
tive network circulations and values. They 
prove that a CAB rating on the Red means 
a greater nationwide audience for a program 


than the same rating on any other network! 


How to Make More Profits in 1940 


Here’s.a sure plan that will give you those 


extra sales and profits in 1940. Every adver- | 


tiser on the Red knows how it works. We’d 


‘like to tell you about it. You'll see why the 


Red—with the majority of leading day and 
night shows ever since broadcasting began 
-—is the advertising medium that can de- 
liver the greatest audience for your selling 
message. National Broadcasting Company. 


A Radio Corporation of America Service. 





The network most people listen to most 
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Not Clear Yet What Happens To 
Whom in ‘Stage Money’ Mystery 


But FCC Is Locking the Barn 





Washington, Feb. 20. 

Without deciding what to do about 
punishing the various individuals, 
the FCC last week showed it meant 
business in undertaking a check on 
deceptive applications and backed up 
a revocation order against six Texas 
transmitters by affirming its cancel- 


lation of the papers for WSAL, 
Salisbury, Md. The latter station is 
the one involved in long drawn-out 
and mystifying hearings about the 
source of cash with which construc- 
tion was financed. 


Even though the plant has ren- 
dered satisfactory service, the fran- 
chise must be withdrawn because of 
misleading and untruthful statements 
which induced the Commission to 
grant the construction permit and 
license, the decision said. Nothing in 
the final order indicated that the 
regulators have closed their books, 
while reliable sources indicated a 
stréng possibility that some court 
penalty will be requested. 


The Commission, which did not 
place responsibility for the decep- 
tion, still is undecided whether to 
ask the Justice Department to chas- 
tise the persons who are held to have 
obtained and operated a transmitter 
in violation of statute and regula- 
tions. Citation for perjury and 
subornation of perjury is very likely, 
it was understood in industry circles, 
while disbarment of attorneys who 
were involved in the case is entirely 
possible, Until the revocation mat- 
ter is finally settled—there still is a 
chance the question will be laid be- 
fore the District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals—and technicalities are com- 
plied with, nothing will be done re- 
garding the persons who by implica- 
tion have been found guilty of testi- 
fying falsely and conspiring to ob- 
tain a franchise by supplying incor- 
rect information, 


The Commish was careful not to 
render any direct verdict for or 
against the several principals in the 
matter, while the final order con- 
tained no statement as ‘to the real 
source of the $10,000 of ‘stage 
money’ displayed as evidence that 
Frank M. Stearns, license-holder and 





= 


— 








former gasoline station operator, had 
ample resources. There was no ref- 
erence of any kind to James W, Gum, 
who represented him at the original 
hearings; or ex-Senator Clarence C. 
Dill, who as Gum’s law partner was 
dragged into the mess in an attempt 
to trace the cash. Glenn D. Gillett, 
consulting engineer and holder of a 
mortgage on the plant, was men- 
tioned, without any positive finding 
whether he does exercise control of 
the plant. 
Texas Cases 


The WSAL decision came soon 
after the FCC had ordered six plants 
to surrender their papers on the 
ground that control has been shifted 
without official consent and _ that 
true ownership never was disclosed. 
These are KRBA, Lufkin; KTBC, 
Austin; KNET, Palestine; KSAM, 
Huntsville; KAND, Corsicana; and 
KGKB, Tyler. In each instance, the 
FCC declared that Dr. James G. 
Ulmer is the hidden wire-puller, be- 
ing associated in the first five enter- 
prises with Roy G. Terry. 


The FCC said that investigation of 
ownership and control resulted in 
discovery of evidence that papers 
were issued ‘upon false and fraudu- 
lent statements and representations 
and because of the failure of the ap- 
plicants to make full disclosure to 
the Commission concerning the finan- 
cing of station construction and op- 
eration, as well as the ownership, 
management and control—and that 
had the actual facts in this connec- 
tion been made known to the Com- 
mission it would have been war- 
ranted in refusing to license these 
stations.’ 





Brown, KCMO, Better 
Kansas City, Feb. 20. 


Dave Brown, continuity and pub- 
licity chief at KCMO, has been re- 
moved from the hospital to his home 
following his recent appendectomy. 
He went under the knife Christmas 
week, and was confined to the hos- 
pital until last week by complica- 
tions. 


He is still confined to bed, but his 
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condition is described as improving. 
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The 


the 1940 Concert Season 


“WINGS 


OVER 


JORDAN” 


Famous 40-Voice Negro Chorus—sSensationally 
successful when introduced over Radio Station 
WGAR, Cleveland; now an outstanding sustain- 
ing feature of CBS. Every Sunday 9;30-10 A.M. 


S. R. 0. In Concert Appearances—Nine pack- 
jammed concerts in New York area during 
January; 14 big-time stops through the South 
in February; 12 Middle West dates already set 


up for March. 


“Chalk up another success for Cleveland's WGAR 
on the Wings Over Jordan program. Manager 
Patt again proves himself tops as a showman.” 


BOOKINGS NOW BEING MADE FOR APRIL=MAY 
CONCERT AND RADIO GUEST APPEARANCES 


The WGAR Broadcasting Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Management—Concert Division, 
Hotel Statler, 





Hit of 





RADIO 


Gone Again Levy 











Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 
Isaac D. Levy, vice-president 
of WCAU, flew up here from 
Miami Beach last Wednesday to 
attend to some business. He 
arrived at Camden airport at 
noon just as the blizzard hit. 
Unable to get a cab to his of- 
fices because of the heavy drifts 
he got on the telephone, dictated 
a couple of letters to his secre- 
tary and took the next plane 
back to Florida. 


Special $5,000 
St. Louis Day 
Show From N.Y. 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 


The Associated Retailers of St. 
Louis has peeled $5,000 from _ its 
bankroll for one 30 minute program 
to plug ‘St. Louis Day’ the biggest 
downtown retail event of the year 
Saturday (24). Through Joseph S. 
Batt, promotion counselor for the 
retailers, a galaxy of former natives 
who have scored in New York on the 
radio, stage and screen, will be heard 
on the program which originates in| 
NBC’s New York studio Friday (23). 
Gus Haenschen who learned his 
music at Washington University will 
conduct, 

Betty Grable, of ‘DuBarry Was a 
Lady’; Annamary Dickey, of Metro- 
politan Opera; Mary Wickes, a for- 
mer Little Theatre player and cur- 
rently in the ‘The Man Who Came to 











Dinner’ cast; Audrey Christie and 
Guy Robertson also are on the pro- 
gram. 

| Gov. Lehman of New York state 
'has been invited to greet St. Louisans 
}and Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann is 
being tutored to make reply. Gra- 
ham McNamee will m.c. the program. 
The program will be brought by wire 
to KSD and piped to KMOX, KWK, 
WIL, KXOK and WTMV. Only WEW 
is omitted because this is a dawn to 
dusk station and the program starts 
at 7 p.m. The program will be heard 
only in the St. Louis area. 


Payroll Traffic 


Ft. Wayne—Fred Fischer, technical 
supervisor for Westinghouse WOWO- 
WGL, switched to the engineering 
staff of Westinghouse’s radio division 
headquarters at Baltimore, 

















St. Louis—Bob Lyle, formerly a 
gabber at KXOK, has joined KMOX 
in same stint. 





Salt Lake City—Thomas H. Axel- 
son, publicity director for KSL, 
leaves radio to become a member of 
the R. T. Harris agency. 





New Orleans—-Jack Kelly has 
joined the sportscasting staff of 
WWL. 





Portland, Ore—KOIN added Bob 
Henderson, formerly of KORE, Eu- 
gene, to its announcing staff. Hen- 
derson fills vacancy left by departure 
of Bob Colvig, who, with his wife, 





tripped to Panama and _ South 
America. 
Kansas City—Frank Barheidt in 


publicity post at. WHB vacated. by 
M. H. Straight’s move to the Ferry- 
Hanley agency. 





Santa Rosa, Cal.—Howard McCau- 
ley has replaced Robert Nichols, re- 
signed, as chief engineer at KSRO. 





St. Louis—Myron J. Bennett news 
gabber at KWK. Comes from WDAL, 
Duluth. 





Philadelphia.—Robert Horn, pro- 
duction director of WCAM, Camden, 
N. J., has been appointed assistant 
program director and publicity chief 
of WIP. He replaces Murray Ar- 


nold who was upped to program di- 
rector. 





Fairbanks, Alaska—Irene Richards 
has returned to the States after sev- 
eral months with KFAR as program 
director, 

Plattsburg, N. ¥.—Bob Stapleg in 
now with WMFF, with Max Rainey’s 
Hi-Boys. He previously aired over 
WEEI and WHDL, Boston, ‘ 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


——————== 





has elected to withhold announceme 


health, continues receiving his weekl 


rating that he is on leave of absence 
Williams collapsed shortly after a 


on Mutual for three years. Grimes 


do legally to protect his program fo 


mert account exec, is reported about 
agency, Chicago, successor to Benton 


Watson Lee, who used to be eastern advertising manager for the 
Home Companion, and before that was with J. Walter Thompson h 
joined the CBS time sales department. » fas 

After a few weeks of schooling he will replace a member of i 
staff who is quitting to go into another business which is located 
cago, but because he is in the throes of several hookup deals the 


he sales 
in Chi. 

net 

nt of his resignation. “a 





Foster Williams, announcer at WINS, New York, now at Saranac for his 


y check for programs he was handling 


prior to his sickness. Members of the radio staff have volunteereg and 
are doing all of his radio work gratis, with the station forwarding his 
check. WINS also is keeping his spot on the station open until he returns, 


broadcast several weeks ago. 





John L. Grimes, as advertising manager of Wheeling Steel, does not view 
with delight the threatened spread of the factory talent idea to other cor. 
porations, having originated this twist and broadcast of home town series 


isn’t sure what, if anything, he could 
rmula. 





Henry Selinger, former WGN, Chicago, exec, and Blackett-Sample-Hum- 


to join the new Marquette ¢: Sherman 
& Bowles-Chicago, Inc. 





Amateurs—Remember? 





Albany, N. Y., Feb. 20. 

Rockwood Candy Co. (Pecan 
Feasts) is now sponsoring half-hour 
Amateur Night broadcast from 
Grand theatre over WABY. In ad- 
dition to awards for winners, each 
contestant receives a box of candy. 
Fabian Theatres had been presenting 
program without a sponsor this sea- 
son—a jewelry firm aired it for two 
years. 
Winners will be taken to New 
York soon for an appearance at 
Fox’s, Brooklyn, with outlet via 
WMCA., 





Ofay ‘Mose’ a Negro Fave 


Cincinnati, Feb. 20. 

WCKY received a request from the 
Rev. B. A. Herrington, pastor of a 
Negro church here, to have ‘Mose,’ 
who is heard on the station’s Morn 
Patrol series, do a personal before 
the congregation. Al Bland, who 
does the mythical ‘Mose’ character, 
obliged. 
He’s white. 





Dallas, Feb. 20. 

Facsimile receiving units are be- 
ing moved by WFAA into six high 
schools this week so students can 
observe operations at first hand. Sets 
are being placed on exhibition at 
Highland Park, Sunset, Woodrow 
Wilson, Forest Avenue, North Dal- 
las and Dallas Technical high schools. 


These sets, plus half dozen in 
downtewn department stores and 
other prominent places, constitute 


the largest number of receiving sets 
the station has had o1 public view 
since it began facsimile operations 
over W5XGR last September . 


SHOW FACSIMILE TO SCHOOLS ,, 


HEINIE ON WAX SPLICED 
INTO GRENADIER SHOW 


Milwaukee, Feb. 20, 

While Heinie and His Grenadiers 
continue as usual on their daily full- 
hour broadcast, over WTMJ, Heine 
is in Florida. He records his bit on 
a wax which is sent by air-mail, 
When the disk reaches the studio 
the band has a rehearsal with it for 
timing and coordination, and the 
program goes on the air quite as if 
its leader were there in person. 

Teutonic listeners to whom 
Heinie’s music is as important as 
their beer and bratwurst, and who 
know he’s in Florida shake their 
heads unbelievingly and murmur 
‘Ach, Gott, it’s a trick,’ even tele- 
phoning the station for verification 
of the fact that Heinie isn’t really 
there. 


Accounts Set by WOAI 


San Antonio, Feb. 20. 
| WOAT new contracts include: 
Union Leader (Arthur Godfrey) 
axes. Through Lennen & Mitchell. 
Greyhound Lines’ ‘This Amazing 
America’ waxes, Through Beaumont 
& Hohman. 

Peter Paul, Inc., 48 announcement 
for Mounds Candy and 10 Crown 
Charcoal Gum. Through Platt- 
Forbes. 

Alamo Paint & Wallpaper Co, 
local 13 announcements weekly. Feb. 























24 to May 10. Direct. 
Chattanooga Medicine (Black 
Draught). 1 min. e.t.’s 47 times. 


| 


Through Nelson Chesman Co. 

Babbit Co. adds station for ‘David 
Harum’ across the board through 
NBC. 
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~ Beer Show Without Sports! 





Cleveland Brewer Using a Nostalgic Entertainment 
—Daring Agency Is B. B. D. & O. 





Cleveland, Feb. 20. 
Getting away from the traditional 
sports angle followed by most beer 
sponsors, Leisy Brewing Co. has 
started a 13 week musical experi- 
ment with a Gay Nineties ‘Gaslights 
and Bustles’ theme over WGAR Sat- 


ights on the 7 p.m. half-hour. 

ea snd set by Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn, its optional con- 
tract is expected to carry it through 
96 weeks, since backers are hitting 
a pre-spring sales campaign heavily. 

Nostalgia mood for old times is 
capitalized by series, which is being 
closely watched by other beer com- 
panies trying to get out of the radio 
rut. Staged in Carter Hotel’s Rain- 
bow Room before visual audience, 
beer dealers giving out 900 tickets 
weekly, it runs the radio gamut from 
old-time songs and melodrama to 
community-sings and dramatizations 
of Cleveland events 20 years ago. 

Wayne Mack handling the main 
narration while Lawson Deming, 
new WGAR announcer, handles pro- 
jog. Betty Thompson, operatic sing- 
er and wife of Denny Thompson, lo- 
cal bandmaster, doing femme lead 
in front of Walberg Brown’s orches- 
tra and quartet composed of John 
Patterson, Dick Moorehead and Fred 
Lansinger and Howard Feiten. 

Come-on for studio audience is a 
musical quiz with guessers of Gay 
Nineties songs getting $5 top and 
even non-winners being given $1 
consolation prizes. 


BEER-BANNING 
BILL LOOKS 
BURIED 


Washington, Feb. 20. 
A strong bill which would have 
outlawed radio advertising of all 
kinds of alcoholic beverages ap- 
parently was buried for this year 
Monday (19) after a one-man fili- 


buster prevented consideration. 
Measure sponsored by Senator Ed- 
win C. Johnson of Colorado has been 
on the calendar for nearly a year, 
although attacked by a minority of 
the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee as wholly unwarranted. 

When the measure was called in 
the upper chamber, Senator Bennett 
C. Clark of Missouri resorted to 
time-consuming tactics. Seven times 
he forced the clerk to call the roll 
in an attempt to get a quorum so 
business could be transacted, burn- 
ing up the best part of an hour. 
After the seventh nose count, John- 
son agreed not to try and put the 
measure through without ample op- 
portunity for debate. 

Clark, who did not explain his 
opposition, appeared to have given 
the measure a kiss of death when 
the sponsor agreed to postpone con- 
sideration. After Johnson objected 
that the Missouri member's ‘obstruc- 
tionist policy is not at all in keeping 
with the dignity of the Senate,’ Clark 
said he desired to offer an amend- 
ment, which he would press when- 
ever a vote is sought. 

The Clark amendment turned out 
to be the highly explosive anti- 
lynching bill, which southern Demo- 
rats have warned will never come 
to a vote as long as they have breath 

ft with which to argue. Knowing 

at a protracted fight will result, 

mocratic leaders consequently are 
almost certain to use all their weight 

thwart any move by Johnson to 
ring his anti-liquor measure up for 
Consideration, Clark threatened to 
fight the advertising ban ‘by every 
Proper and honorable means’. 











De You Solemnly Swear— 
J Washington, Feb. 20. 
Five more attorneys admitted to 
Practice before the Federal Com- 
Munications Commission, including 
Wo New Yorkers. Individuals ap- 
Proved by the Commish are: 
William J. Bratter and David Brod- 
‘ky, New York; John A. Chambliss, 
Pi Chattanooga, Tenn.: Harry W. 
lk, Jr., Ukiah, Calif.; William Du- 
*98e Sheldon, Washington, D. C. 





» 
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Night Baseball Ruins 
Radio Coin Source In 
Minor Leagues Cities 


Chicago, Feb, 20. 

Increasing number of night base- 
ball games has just about washed up 
baseball as a commercial time po- 
tential for stations in minor league 
cities. With their nety ork commit- 
ments as the prime actor, these sta- 
tions have been forced to halt all 
negotiations with agencies and spon- 
sors for play-by-play broadcasts of 
the home town teams. 

Stations are endeavoring to seek 
other means of getting some base- 
ball coin by twisting their programs 
an1 schedules to adapt themselves to 
the new order of things. Best idea 








of the lot, according to most stations 
in this predicament, is the re-creat- 
ing of games such as was inaugu- 
rated on WIND here, which each 
evening re-creates in a 60-minute 
broadcast, the play-by-play account 
of the game played out of town by 
either the Cubs or White Sox. 

Taking this as a cue, stations in 
the minor leagues are planning re- 
creations in the morning of the pre- 
vious night’s game; or in other cases, 
they are ignoring the local team and 
are re-creating in a 60-minute eve- 
ning spot the game played that aft- 
ernoon by some nearby big league 
team, 

In addition, a few stations are en- 
deavoring to sell only the Saturday 
or Sunday games for play-by-play 
since the week end games are day- 
light events and therefore feasible 
for local broadcast. 


The Kiddies Check In 


Buffalo, Feb. 20. 

Kids swarm at WBEN on Saturday 
mornings, 

Thirty show up to make records 
for a weekday youth program, 40 
more take part in a children’s hour 
and 100 extra troop in to watch high 
school science broadcasts. 
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Cherniavsky (above) 


ship value. 





ing musical staff... 


Eight musical conductors and a staff 
of 60 performing artists, all under the 
direction of showman-conductor Josef 


musical originations brilliance. . . 
attractiveness... par-plus showman- 
And because WLW’s 
musical productions are far above 
average... avid fans listen regularly 
to the Nation’s Station. 
station in WLW’s gigantic primary 
area can boast of such an outstand- 


A Very Good Reason 
WHY THEY LISTEN... 


UBERTO NEELY 


give WLW’s 


No other 





Hyde Park Sports ‘Monopoly’ Ended 





Sherman K. Ellis in KWK Deal—St. Louis Situation 
Is Revamped 





St. Louis, Feb. 20. 
Sherman K. Ellis agency of Chi- 
cago has broken the strangle hold 
that the Hyde Park Breweries Assn., 


through Ruthrauff & Ryan, has had 
on all radio sports programs in this 
burg. Ellis agency set deal with 
KWK whereby the Falstaff Brewing 
Co., a rival of the Hyde Park or- 
ganization, will bankroll major 
league baseball over KWK. Hyde 
Park thereupon withdrew its spon- 
sorship of all sports programs over 
KWK and made a deal whereby it 
will sponsor major league baseball 
over KXOK. The Hyde Park Co. 
also took Ray Schmidt, sportscaster, 
from KWK and he will do all sports 
over the newspaper station. 

For several years Hyde Park has 
had practically every sports pro- 
gram on every local station although 


several weeks ago the Associated 
SN I Aa Na a tp ber ho Ammen de 





Ford dealers of St. Louis signed 
Jimmy Conzelman, former football 
coach at Washington University for 
a late p.m. sports program over 
KMOX. 

Johnny Neblett, a former gabber 
at KWK and later at WBNS as sport 
announcer, returns here and will 
team with Johnny O’Hara in the 
baseball stint. Schmidt and Alex 
Buchan will do the baseball stint for 
KXOK. The entry of KXOK into 
baseball broadcasting brings to 
three the number of stations that 
will air the play-by-play stuff. 
KMOX will have Wheaties and So- 
cony Vacuum as bankrollers, KWK 
will have Falstaff and KXOK will 
have Hyde Park. 

KSD, owned and operated by the 
Post-Dispatch, another p.m. rag, 
would enter the baseball field but 
for a time sharing policy with KFUO 
the Lutheran station. 
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But WLW’s musical showmanship is only one 
of many reasons why they listen . . . Other 
reasons are... WLW superior production... 
friendly announcing .. . keen perception for 
special features .. . careful continuity .. . out- 
standing talent . . . and consistent day after 
day high entertainment value. 


When planning your next radio show... 
whether spot or network . . . consider all 
WLW has to offer. 


.... these things, too, we think 


are a part of the story of WLW. 
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SHERWOOD’S ‘LI'COLN’ 
rth Raymond Massey 


C Gow York 

WIZ-NBO B.D. & 0.) 

pert E. Sherwood provided a 
aint for Dupont’s ‘Lincoln’ broad- 
— last week (13) that is good 
ceugh to be repeated next year, 
enduihe year after. If Dupont isn’t 
and to do it, NBC will be, and if 
— mond Mass isn’t around to 
pod it, that will be too bad. In fact, 
_ Sherwood script (with a nod to 

1 Sandburg’s ‘War Years as the 
ouree) is likely to attract the atten- 
o of Max Wylie of CBS for inclu- 
_— in his next ‘Year’s Best Broad- 
or even though it was on NEC. 

Incidentally, has anybody in the 

rty heard Charles Laughton read 
the ‘Gettysburg Address’ lately? Or. 
at another way, has anybody NOT 
, ard it? It was great when he first 
did it on the screen in Ruggles of 
ed Gap,’ but since then Laughton 
_ ms to have adopted the immortal 
aener as bow music, like DeWolf 
Hopper’s ‘Casey at the Bat.’ And the 
shimmer is rapidly fading on the 
Laughton performance. Perhaps 
he'd do better with ‘Paul Revere’s 

idni ide.’ 

Midnlge 5 voice was heard far-off 
on the platform through the worms- 
eye view of two country yokels who 
thought the Gettysburg address dull. 
Sherwood’s trick of using the ad- 
dress as background to vhe munching 
of apples seemed to suggest that it's 
a wise sponsor idea to occasionally 
entice standout craftsmen of the the- 
atre to go slumming in radio, 

It also was a scene for the heart 
when Lincoln, with exquisite human 
dignity, walked, unexpectedly, into 
the senate committee to defend his 
wife against the hysterical gossip that 
she was pro-Confederate and passing 
information out of the White House. 
In lean, simple lines Sherwood made 
manifest the heartbreak and stress of 
Jeadership of a nation and a party 
full of division and bickering petti- 
ness. The action started with the 
farewell to Springfield, where Sher- 
wood’s stage play ends. 

The program originated from the 
Chicago Civic Opera house before 
4,000 persons, for whom the occasion 
must have been memorable. Over 
the air it was. Land, 


RUFUS AND MANDY’ 
With May Frierson’s 16-Voice 
Chorus 
Spirituals, Philosophy 
30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 8 a.m. 
WIR, es — 
Rufus anc andy, 
many years in vaude and found berth 
in radio 10 years ago, are privately 
Mr. and Mrs. J. V. Fagg. Their half- 
hour show has imaginary neighbors 
meeting in duo’s cabin before church 
time Sunday morning. Duo _ dis- 
nses homey philosophy and re- 
earse spirituals for church service. 
All go trudging down the road to- 
won little meeting house, as church 
bells ring and program fades out. 
All in all, program’s a light if rev- 
erent 30 minutes ideally fitted for 
Sunday morning spot. Sixteen-voice 
chorus, directed by May Frierson 
and made up of colored youngsters, 
is noteworthy, as are the contribu- 
tions of the white principals. Petc. 


LITTLE OLD HOLLYWOOD’ 

With Ben Alexander, GoGo DeLys, 
Gordon Jenkins orchestra 

30 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Monday, 10 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York | 
This is a shirt-showing, button- 
one, tie-crooked sort of production. 
n brief, a mess. It contained on this 
hearing (19) much that is old, 
rts that were borrowed, traces of 
lue (for sad) and nothing new. Its 
centerpiece was a ‘Harvey’ skit. Har- 
vey being a guy into whose arms a 
baby was thrust by a stranger, who 
thereupon scrammed. This week was 
the sequel to last week. But it’s not 
a serial. We're not sure what it is. 
It finally sunk to chin-chucking and 


an embarrassed wife asking Harvey | 


if he wanted to be a father. All very 
self-conscious and icky. . 

‘Where did this baby come from? 
cracks the mother-in-law. 

A lady gave it to Harvey.’ 

‘She did?’—with a leer. 

‘Right down on the corner.’ 

‘That makes it worse.’ 

How true. And how come on 
radio? 
on prolonged comedy about dia- 
s. i 
of the country, no doubt. 

It, Mr. Price? 
May bed rane. aa f 

na eek a ared for a few 

words and a ‘enauiies of Warners’ 
new film, ‘Dr. Ehrlich’s Magic Bul- 
let.’ He referred to the great blow 
Struck at hypocrisy. So, later on, 
did Ben Alexander, with background 
yee and episodic takes of the film 
Hae a, little yen to see the film, 
dicpoentally ) For a _ considerable 


The diaper 
We New Yorkers 


Nce it looked like the program | 


b- ing the ‘daring theme’: was 
— foing to dare mention the one 
Wong, Without which the yokels 
wouldn't catch wise. Finally, but 
ihe? tate. the verboten word, syph- 
is, Teed, over the air. sia 
Ss much of praise may be adde 
~ ‘Little Old (and poor old) Holly- 
Cod’; Ben Alexander has a nice 
speaking voice, GoGo DeLys a nice 
ent voice, Gordon Jenkins 
“smed a workmanlike conductor. 
Land. 





ROBERT L. RIPLEY 
‘Believe It or Not,’ with B. A. Rolfe 

Orchestra, Linda Lee 
30 Mins, 

ROYAL CROWN (Nehi) 
Friday, 10:30 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(B. B. D. & O.) , 

Although material-sapping, long- 
runs on the air have occasionally re- 
sulted in inferior episodes, Ripley 
has, on the whole, maintained a re- 
markable average. Back now after 
a five months’ lapse for traveling, he 
displayed anew his instincts for 
showmanship by creating an absorb- 
ing lesson in history out of several 
little known aspects of the Panama 
Canal’s creation. 

Red tape as well as jungles had to 
be cut, and it has long been an open 
secret that Theodore Roosevelt was 
about as respectful of legality as, 
say, Cecil Rhodes. Ripley made two 
tall tales sprout from a single hero, 
the fabulous French engineer, Phil- 
ippe Bunauvarilla, who deflected the 
American congress from an alter- 
native Nicaraguan canal idea by 
distributing stamps from _ that 
republic showing a volcano in erup- 
tion. That unsold them on Nicara- 
gua, following which the small detail 
of an unwilling Republic of Colom- 
bia was solved by arranging a revo- 
lution. The French engineer wrote 
the Panamanian declaration of inde- 
pendince, constitution and _ treaty 
with the United States in two hours 
in New York City, while his wife 
designed the flag. 

Here was a bang-up believe it or 
not capped by switching to Paris, 
where the resourceful gentleman 
still lives, and having him tell in 
fairly good English, with fairly good 
reception conditions, just how he did 
his sleight-of-hand. In betwéen, B.A. 
Rolfe plays and Miss Lee sings, both 
professionally. 

It is easy to imagine shocked 
American patriots saying, ‘Who—us”’ 

Land. 





DICK ROBERTSON 
Orchestra, Songs 

15 Mins. 
SYLVANIA TUBES 





who played | 


Very funny in some sections | 


Friday, 10:30 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

Unpretentious and palatable stanza 
of pop tunes with Dick Robertson 
Singing and leading a small band— 
avparently about eight or 10 pieces. 
It’s melodious, agreeably soft music 
that’s soothing after a day at the 
slaughter house. 

For the first few momerts Robert- 
son’s voice sounds a trifle like a 
woman’s—that is, a deep. throaty 
contralto. However, it becomes 
familiar presently and is thereafter 
always pleasan.. (He’s big stuff on 
Decca records.) Numbers are gen- 
erally short, arrangements are simple 
and the playing sufficiently expert. 
Two plugs for Sylvania radio tubes 
are tastefully brief, restrained and 
yet persuasively worded. 

It’s a nice little program for what’s 
apparently a modest outlay. Hobe. 


‘THIS AMAZING AMERICA’ 

With Bob Brown, Roy Shield Or- 
chestra, The Ranch Boys, Fort 
Pearson 

Travel Quiz 

30 Mins. 

GREYHOUND BUS 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New Yerk 

(Beaumont & Hohman) 

This is ‘Who Am I?’ applied to 
places instead of people. Formula 
is a plausible way to associate the 
travel service of Greyhound Bus 
Lines with ‘interesting facts’ about 
America. It’s a rubberneck lecture 
done up as a parlor game. Did you 
know there’s a diamond mine in Ar- 
kansas, a volcano on American soil, 
buried gold in Kentucky? If you 
miss the question, two clues are 
given and then, time up, the World's 
Fair Greyhound bus musical toot 
counts the contestant out. 

Roy Shield’s always workmanlike 
conducting, the authoritative m.c.ing 
of Bob Brown and an occasional 
| strain of song from the Ranch Boys 
enrich the proceedings with change 
| of pace and color. } ; 

At-home listeners participate in 
'the studio goings-on by a chance to 
provide the questions asked and get 
leash for same. It’s a proven audi- 
lence participation routine. Hookup 


lis 64 stations. Land. 








| ROBERT HUTSELL’S ORCHESTRA 

‘With Ed Barret, June Allen, Peter 
Riccardi 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WHAS, Louisville . 
Although radio stations of the in- 

land cities habitually nurse inferior- 

ity complexes on the quality of their 

music compared to network offer- 

ings, this particular stanza needs no 

apologies. Ed Barret, who directs 

the 12 voices, has turned out some 

excellent vocal arrangements, and 

complemented by Bobby_ Hutsell’s 

orchestra and the soloists, June Allen 


the result is 
soothing ear-oil. 

Vocal ensemble in ‘Good Bye 
Jonah. Good Bye.’ ‘Home on Range 
and. closing. ‘Sweet and Low proved 
light. youthful and flexible, and sug- 
gested intensive training on the part 
‘of Barret. All numbers had special 
| arrangements. z 

Bobbv Hutsell culled selections 
from musical shows, notably by 
|George Gershwin. Chuck Hurta, 
| violinist. turned in a nice job of fid- 
dling ‘Shon Rosmarin.’ Hold. 


| 


and Pcter Riccardi, 








‘PLAY BROADCAST’ 

With Bill Anson, Harold Stokes 

Game 

30 Mins. 

BROADCAST READY MEATS 

Monday, 8 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Neisser-Meyerhoff) 

Another money giveaway ($500 
weekly in cash prizes), a mixture of 
‘What’s My Name?’, Musico, etc. 
With two or more of them to be 
found on the networks every night 
of the week, it’s now more than ap- 
parent that these handout programs 
will continue to pile up on the air 
until either the Government steps 
into action or they go the way of the 
amateur hours. This one gets 
around the ‘condition’ taboo of the 
lottery law by making the playcard 
available also in the local news- 
papers, 

The answers of most of the ques- 
tions shoud be familiar to a fairly 
regular radio listener. Very rarely 
is one tossed into bedevil or confuse 
the player. The game has its gim- 
mick when it comes to the payoff, 
and that is the slogan requirement. 
The player must not only answer 
them but he has to append a note on 
why he likes Broadcast Ready Meats. 
The questions are either played by a 
Harold Stokes-WGN house unit, or 
dramatized. In some cases the per- 
sonalities involved are mimiced, 
with the samples running from ac- 
cevtable to terrible. . 

The playcards contain 16 boxes for 
that many answers and are obtained 
from stores handling the Illinois 
Meat Co.’s products or from a can 
of Broadcast Ready Meats. There 
are four horizontal rows on the card 
and persons correctly filling a row 
and completing the slogan ‘may com- 
pete for $25 in cash.’ Each row 
figures an additional $25. There will 








»¥ 


WEEI has 700,000 new 


ERIC MATTSON (Rudy Madison) 
Met Opera Auditions 
SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


(Warwick & Legler) 


Rudy Madison is the Bill’s Gay 
Nineties (N. Y.) cabaret singer, of 
fine appearance and excellent voice, 
who has long commanded attention 


buried on this spot. Using Eric 
Mattson for his operetta billing 
(Mattson is his real surname), Madi- 
son dips in and out of the N. Y. 
nitery, when not singing with the St. 
Louis muny op (light operetta and 
musical comedy) summer season, or 
in other legits. 

_ The Metropolitan Opera auditions 
is a new field for Mattson, and he 
registered handily Sunday afternoon 
in an excerpt from ‘Martha,’ titled 
‘M’Appari,’ and ‘Softly as in the 
Morning Sunrise’ from ‘New Moon’ 
(operetta). His duet was with Mary 
Tock doing a ‘Romeo and Juliet’ ex- 
cerpt, ‘Ce N’est Pa le Jour.’ 

Ee has sung ‘New Moon’ in St. 
Louis and recently toured with an 
ill-fated musical, hence he’s back at 
the N. Y. nitery. His vocal abilities 
certainly indicate a quality worthy 
of much professional teen ** : 

el. 





be an additional 250 $1 for each 
broadcast. 

Bill Anson functions smoothly 
enough as m.c., but it would be much 
fairer and less confusing all around 
if he were assigned to state the 
question first. As for the ad copy, 
there’s enough of it crowded into 
this half hour to do for four other 
like sessions. The other three sta- 
tions on the hookup are CKLW, 





Detroit, WAAB, Boston, and WKBW, 
Buffalo. Odec. - 


neighbors at night 


they’re old neighbors during the day SiiaauamameiaaE 


* ; 


Now WEEI broadcasts with equal power day and night... 


5000 watts on 590 kilocycles. 


WEEI-land by night is 700,000 listeners greater than be- 
fore. Now by night and by day 4,000,000 New England 


radio listeners can enjoy the top-flight WEEI programs 


that have long set New England’s radio pace. 


The Columbia-caliber WEEI originations for New 
England — back-logged by the full CBS schedule — make 
“Columbia’s friendly voice in Boston” the popular voice 
in 27 rich outside counties as well as in the Metropolitan 


area. That’s why WEEI sells goods so effectively !* 


WEEI 
BOSTON A CBS STATION 


Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System 
Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 


St. Louis, Charlotte, Los Angeles, San Francisco. 


on his tenor quality, but more or less | 


=a 


‘COMEDY BY——’ 
With George Byren, Eten Boys, Hewe 
ard and Shelton, Beb Stanicy Orch 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Friday, 9:30 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 
This is one of those ideas that 
_ doesn’t even stack up well on paper 
| ~and over the air it’s p:thetic. Plan 





is to bring in diferent comedians 
‘every week for the featured spot in 
_a variety show with Geo ‘e Byron, 
_ baritone; the Eton Boys, pop har- 
/monizers, and Bob Stanley’s band. 


'How a comedy-variety series can be 


_built into anything when the comic 
_is changed weekly is a question for 
|a quiz contest, particularly in view 
|0° the dearth of passa*l> comedians 
|and WOR’s ideas on money. 


| For the jump-off stanza lst Friday 

night (16) Tom Howard and George 
‘Shelton had the center spot and an 
| apologetic event it turned out to be. 
Pair were on for about 20 of the 30 
|minutes, which was about 15 too 
long. Not only was their material 
,a straizht-face rehash of some of the 
|corniest gags and puns, but the boys 
|must have rehear.ed in a subway 
, turnstile, for they flubbed lines badly 
jand indulged ad libs that sounded 
| as - they were fighting off a knock- 
| out. 


| Byron, a romantic balladeer, has 
a pleasing voice, but should acquire 
|& more distinctive style. Eton Boys 

are proficient practitioners of the 
|Current mode of group vocalizing, 
_while Bob Stanley’s band plays the 
‘show satisfactorily. It’s an emer- 
| gency. Hobe. 





| Martin B. Campbell of WFAA, 
| Dallas, left Sat. (17) on three-week 
|jaunt to Washington, Chicago and 
‘New York. 
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DRIVE-FOR-NO.-1-SONG HYSTERICAL 
BUT KEEPS MUSIC BIZ FULL OF PEP 








This Is the Other Side of 
Scratch Out Numerical 


Moot Question—Effort to 
Tallies Flops 








Attempt of the contactmen’s union 
and a representative group of ma- 
jor publishers to institute a drastic 
change in the published weekly} 
tabulations of the songs most played 
on the air has flivvered. All the 
trade papers had, at the request of 
the two factions, agreed to the sug- 
gested change but this co-operation 
came to naught when an outside 
paper turned down the proposal. 


Jonie Taps, general and profes- 
sional manager of Shapiro, Bern- 
stein & Co., voiced strong opposi- 
tion to the plan, and lined up with 
him when it came to the final count 
of publishers were Jack Bregman, of 
Bregman-Vocco-Conn, and Abe Ol- 
man, of Robbins Music Corp. Other 
publishers expressed themselves as 
dubious of the idea, but added that 
it would be okay with them if the 
rest of the industry wanted it. 


The proposal that the numerical 
totals be done away with in the 
weekly listings had been initiated by 
the union itself. It was the latter's 
suggestion that the first 10 or 15 
leading tunes be run in numerical 
order and that there be a second 10 
or 15 likewise routined. The union 
advocates of the plan argued that 
this arrangement would do away 
with the drive-for-No. 1 evil that 
often jeopardized a professional man- 
ager’s job without actually meaning 
anything to the sale of sheet mu- 
sic. All that these drives did, they 
argued, was to aggravate the im- 
portance of a plug in otherwise 
worthless quarters, and keep the 
various professional staffs in hysteri- 
cal turmoil. 


Helps the Small Chap 


Taps contended that by eliminat- 
ing the numerical compilation the 
independent publishers would play di- 
rectly into the hands of firms with 
show and film scores, or writers of 
outstanding reputation. It is by get- 
ting to the top of these numerically 
rated lists that the indie publisher 
with his freelance tune, stated Taps, 
is able to get the attention of the 
song selectors for commercial pro- 
grams, Otherwise, according to 
Taps, the freelance tune wouldn't 
have a look-in. As the practice now 
prevails the agency picker won't, 
as a rule, tag a new tune for a pro- 
gram unless it’s up near the top. 
But this same person, argues Taps, 
once left to his own devices and no 
most played list would be bound to 
give first, second and even third, 
choice to numbers written by the 
Cole Porters, the Jerome Kerns, the 
Rodgers and Harts and the Irving 
Berlins. 


The open fight to get to the top of 
the list, contends Taps, provides a 
balancing element for the publisher 
who hasn’t any of these names to 
help bolster his product. Also it en- 
courages free, competitive enterprise 
and helps keep the popular music 
industry aggressively alive. 


Another professional man com- 
menting on Taps’ viewpoint re- 
marked that Taps overlooked men- 
tioning that this same fierce pace ac- 
counted for heaps of ailing stomaches 
and a high rate of premature mor- 
tality among music men. As this 
same professional man put it, it 
isn’t a question of curbing open com- 
petition; what the advocates of the 
plan are trying to do is reintro- 
duce a sane, sober note into the mu- 
sic business and not make it a 
source of commercial exploitation 
for any outside enterprise that sees 
a temporary material gain. 





Tony di Pardo Sues Wife 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 
When his wife dragged $600 from 
his bank account, refused to return 
it or permit him to visit her, Tony 
di Pardo, baton waver and trum- 
peter in his own orchestra, cur- 
rently at Club Continental, Hotel 
Jefferson, decided this was the last 
straw and filed suit for divorce. 
There was action taken last week, 
one day after the dough was liqui- 
dated. : 
In his petition di Pardo charges 
general indignities and alleges his 
wife Dorothy was cold and indiffer- 


Inkspots’ 1st Road Tour 


Inkspots shove off for the first road 
tour of one-nighters ever taken by 
the quartet March 3, picking up its 
first date the following night at Van- 
ity Fair ballroom, Huntington, W. 
Va. Spots will be accompanied by 
a full size band. They’re working 
mostly under a $750 guarantee 
against 60% of the gate arrangement. 
After Huntington the tour takes 
’em to, Armory, Bluefield, W. Va., 
March 5; Palais Royal Ballroom, 
Norfolk, W. Va., 6; Armory, Char- 
lotte, N. C., 7; Armory, Durham, 
N. C., 8; Auditorium, Charleston, 
S. C., 9; Auditorium, Columbia, S. C., 
11; Aud., Macon, Ga., 12; Aud., At- 
lanta, 12; 14-22 through Florida play- 
ing Winterhaven, Daytona Beach, 
Fort . Lauderdale, Miami, Tampa, 
Palm Beach, Jacksonville, St. Peters- 
burg. Easter Sunday they’re in New 
Orleans and start working back. 


CRA Cracks Sherman, 
Chi; Charlie Yates 
Now Executive Y.P. 


Charles Yates last week was made 
executive vice-president of Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, Ltd., in addition 
to his presidency of CRA Artists, 
Ltd. Latter is the talent end of the 
agency, while his new post makes 
him co-director, with Charles Green, 
of the band end. 

Green currently is on a sales trip 
and last week cracked the Sherman 
hotel, Chicago. Deals were set for 
four CRA orchs for the College Inn, 
but opening dates are still tentative. 
First CRA band in will be Jan Savitt, 
currently at Shea’s, Buffalo, with 
Charlie Barnet, now at the Lincoln 
hotel, N. Y.; Louis Armstrong, cur- 
rently playing the Cotton Club, N. Y., 
and Stuff Smith bands following in 
that order, 

Another deal set by Green gives 
CRA the exclusive band booking of 
the Tune Town Ballroom, in St. 
Louis, 


BUCK TO HAND OUT 
ACAD’S MUSIC OSCARS 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Gene Buck, president of American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, is coming in from his 
Phoenix retreat to pass out the Os- 
cars in the music division at the 
Academy Awards dinner Feb. 29. 
John G. Paine, ASCAP g.m., got in 
from Phoenix yesterday (Monday) 
to look in on the new administrative 
setup here and heads back to New 
York tomorrow (Wed.). 


TOMMY DORSEY’S BALLY 


Using Showmanship for Meadow- 
brook Date—13 Radio Pickups 























Tommy Dorsey will resume the 
full hour broadcasts which explained 
the origin of various arrangements 
and the workings of a band, etc., 
from Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., where he opened last night 
(Tuesday). They were originally 
started from the Pennsylvania Ho- 
tel, N. Y., last fall and discontinued 
after that. He'll have a 5-6 p.m. slot 
on Mutual Saturday’s. Band will get 
about 13 weekly air shots aggregat- 
ing almost eight hours of time from 
Meadowbrook, on NBC and Mutual. 

To stimulate patronage, Dorsey has 
circulated in the Meadowbrook area 
some 30,000 cards which make hold- 
ers eligible as winners of a record 
player and package of platters upon 
attendance and deposit of the card 
at Meadowbrook. Giving away play- 
er and records every night. 


Billy Hiil in Hospital 
Billy Hill, the songwriter, is un- 
dergoing hospitalization at the Medi- 








ent toward him and showed him no 
love or affection and quarreled and 
nagged without cause. The couple 
were married Jan. 13, 1938. 


| cal Arts Center, N. Y. It’s for a 
combination of ailments. 
| He entered the hospital last Fri- 


iday (16). 


British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending Jan. 27) 
Scatterbrain........Francis Day 
Somewhere in France. ..Maurice 
18th Century Room. .Cinephonie 
Goodnight Children.......Norris 
I'll Remember .......Campbell 
We'll Meet Again..........Dash 
I'll Pray for You......Noel Gay 
Goodbye Sally......Francis Day 
Always Be England........Dash 

Beer Barrel Polka.Keith Prowse 


Union Calls College Prom 
A Commercial Venture 


And So Rates Radio Tieup 


Washington, Feb. 20. 

Local musicians union permitted 
KOMO-KJR to go through with a 
series of ‘talent quest’ programs 
from the University of Washington 
after the students who were putting 
on the show had agreed to avoid any 
mention of the Junior Prom during 
the broadcasts. C. L. Weber, the 
union’s business agent, ruled that the 
plugging of the prom made it a com- 
mercial program and as such union 
musicians at commercial scale would 
be required. 

Weber pointed out that the union 
considered the prom a business ven- 
ture for profit and not a curricular 
matter. The students producing the 
series expressed themselves as puz- 
zled over the interpretation and de- 
cided that if there were to be any 
plugs for their proms it would have 
to be obtained through the news- 
paper publicity on the broadcasts. 























f Band Bookings 


Hal Kemp, March 1 week, Lyric 
theatre, Indianapolis. 

Erskine Hawkins, March 1, Prince- 
ton U., Princeton, N. J. 

Jimmy Dorsey, March 12, U. of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala. 

Bobby Byrne, March 15, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Boston. 

Woody Herman, March 15, week, 
Palace theatre, Cleveland. 

Frankie Trumbauer, Feb. 24, Carl- 
ton theatre, Northfield, Minn. 

Joe Venuti, Feb. 24, Milwaukee 
A. C., Milwaukee. 

Eddy Duchin, Feb. 23, Shubert 
theatre, Cincinnati; March 1, Palace 
theatre, Cleveland. 

Wayne King, March 29, week, Riv- 
erside theatre, Milwaukee. 

Buddy Rogers, March 22, State- 
Lake theatre, Chicago. 

George Olsen, March 15, State 
theatre, Hartford. 

Kay Kyser, March 7, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla.; 9, Tampa, Fla.; 1 or 2, 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Ray Pearl, March 14, Casino Gar- 
dens, Ocean Park, Cal., indef. 

Don Bestor, Feb. 29-March 2, 
Keith theatre, Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gin; 3-6, Strand theatre, Lansing 
Michigan; 10-12, Capitol theatre, 
Flint; 14-16, Michigan theatre, Jack- 
son, Michigan; 17-19, Temple theatre, 
Saginaw, Michigan. 

Clyde McCoy: March 1, Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh; Auditorium, 
Flint, Mich., March 9; Michigan the- 
atre, Ann Arbor, March 10-11; Keith, 
Grand Rapids, 14-15-16; Strand, Lan- 
Sing, 21-22-23; State, Kalamazoo, 24- 
25-26. 

Duke Ellington, March 1, Purdue 
U., Lafayette, Indiana. 





George Hall, March 17, week, 
Loew’s State theatre, N. Y. 
Ranny Weeks, Feb. 28, indef., 


Adolphus Hotel, Dallas. 

Carl Moore, March 12, two weeks, 
Tune-Town B., St. Louis. 

Biltmore Boys, March 19, five 
weeks, Coronada Hotel, St. Louis, 


Would Tax Music Pools 


Albany, Feb. 20. 

Assemblyman Canney, of Buffalo, 
has introduced a bill in the lower 
house making it mandatory for an 
organization dealing in performing 
or mechanical rights to pay a tax of 
$1,000. The measure, if passed, 
would become effective July 1, 1940. 

Bill provides for the appropriation 
of $10,000 for enforcement of its pro- 
| visions. 
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On the 


i 


Upbeat 





Sonny Burke band is personal 
managed by Fredericks Bros. and 
booked through MCA, who is bet- 
ter equipped to handle swing out- 
fits. 


as 


Enoch Light goes under Wm. 
Morris management after leaving 
Hotel Taft, N.Y., March 8. Ben 
Bernie replaces at Taft. 





Ranny Weeks shifts to Hotel 
Adolphus, Dallas, Feb. 28 being re- 
placed at Netherland-Plaza, Cin- 
cinnati, by Ran Wilde. 





Larry Clinton follows Woody Her- 
man into Sherman hotel, Chicago, 
on date not yet set. Herman prob- 
ably gets a return shot later. 





Ernie Caceres replacing Jimmy 
Abata in Glenn Miller sax section. 





George Greeley replacing Howard 
Smith on piano, Paul Mason vice 
Dean Kincaide on sax latest changes 
in Tommy Dorsey band. Babe Rusin 
returned to band last night (Tues- 
day) at Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J., opening. Elmer Smithers had 
already been dropped from trom- 
bone team without replacement. 





Lennie Hayton cuts test sides for 
Columbia Records today (Wednes- 
day). 





Sleepy MHall’s' replacement of 
George Olsen at Biltmore, N.Y., set 
back from Monday (19) until to- 
night (Wednesday). 





Joe Mersala has dropped his en- 
larged crew of nine pieces to build 
still a bigger one of 12. 





Maurice (Bubs) Miley, Johnny 
Long’s manager, missed band open- 
ing at Chez Ami, Buffalo, Monday 
(12). Flu siege kept him in Pitts- 
burgh. 





Gene Krupa has added Howard 
DuLany to his outfit as first male 
vocalist the band has had. Went into 
Fiesta Danceteria, N. Y. last night 
(Tuesday), being replaced at Mea- 
dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., by 
Tommy Dorsey. 





George Olsen booked for Strand 


Jimmy Dorsey goes into the R 
velt Hotel, New Orleans 
March 14, following current Hi 
Busse. 

Neil Golden band begins a 
March 23 at Condado Hotel, = 
Juan, Puerto Rico? 

Eddy Duchin comes back 


t 
Hotel, New York, April 4. ° Plata 





Jose Morand opens at La C 
N. Y., tonight (Wednesday) ee 
time band has ever played in y, S. 


Jack Crawford, who last 
Dallas in °37, to open Sat. 
Plantation Palm Club there, 





Played 
(24) at 


—. 


Lawrence Welk in at Rice 
Houston, ae. 





Orrin Tucker’s opening at Waldort. 
Astoria Hotel, N. Y., set for April 5. 
Whether or not he will play con. 
tracted for date at Orpheum, Minn 
not yet set. He’s replaced at Palmer 
House, Chicago by Hal Kemp March 
21 and takes a rest between hop to. 
New York. 





Johnny Long, who quit Pittsburgh 
last week for Chez Ami in Buffalo, 
left his manager, Bub Miley, behind 
in Shadyside hospital, Pitt., with the 
flu. 





Peggy Nolan is new vocalist with 
Lang Thompson’s orch at William 
Penn Hotel’s Chatterbox in Pitts. 
burgh: 





Maurice Spitalny band set for 
Pittsburgh Variety Club's first an- 
nual Movie Ball on April 7. 





Al Turner going into fifth straight 
year at Bachelor’s Club, Pittsburgh, 
and sticks indefinitely. 





Horace Heidt, while at Tromar 
Ballroom, Des Moines, on Feb. 27, 
will originate ‘Pot O’ Gold’ from 
studios of WHQ. 





Joe Sullivan’s mixed small band at 
Cafe Society, N. Y., signed for Co- 
lumbia record label. 





Hal Kemp helped exploit his date 
at the Florida Fair, Tampa, last 
week by donning crash helmet and 
going riding with automobile dare- 





theatre, N. Y., starting March 23. 


devil through flaming walls. 








Night Club Reviews 








Hawaiian Blue Room 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT, N. O.) 





New Orleans, Feb. 16. 
Henry Busse Orch, Una Castle, 
Francita, The Juvelys, Billy Sher- 
man, Ruth Petty. 





If the success of a show is meas- 
ured by how much the patrons en- 
joyed themselves on the opening 
night, then this offering is a nifty. 
Of the customers who turned out in 
large numbers for the dinner hour, 
many let their meal get cold while 
they danced to Busse’s music and 
applauded the floor acts. 

Busse is no stranger to this city, 
and although any band which comes 
to this town during Lent is on the 
spot, he’s pulling them in anyway. 
His band satisfies from all angles, 
using interesting and colorful ar- 
rangements topped by ‘When Day Is 
Done,’ in which he contributes solo 
trumpeting. The tune is given a 
symphonic arrangement which in- 
cludes a choir made up of the whole 
band, with Billy Sherman, who has 
nice pipes, doing the solo, and plenty 
of muted brass to serve as an 
obbligato when Busse is trumpeting. 
Number got plenty of palm pound- 
ing. Rest of band’s contribution to 
show also generated plenty of audi- 
ence enthusiasm. 

_Una Castle, tall tap dancer with 
nice gams, wins a nice response. 
Francita does nifty South Seas dance 
turn in sarong, has plenty of eye ap- 
peal and her hipshaking gets a nod. 

The Juvelys, a pair of recruits 
from the Continental stage, defy 
laws of gravity by balancing on such 
things as rubber balls while the 
pert blonde is perched on partner's 
head bottom-side up. They score 
heavily. 

Ruth Petty is no stranger here. 
She not only has voice but knows 
how to put a song across. Her ren- 
dition of ‘Having Any Fun’ and 
‘Careless’ brought salvos. She also 
clicked heavily with ‘South Ameri- 
can Way.’ 

Busse also m.c.s show and band 
does bang-up job behind the acts. 
Busse and his crew are plenty liberal 
with their dance tunes, being on the 








stand throughout the dinner period. 
Liuzza. 





SOUTHLAND, BOSTON 


Boston, Feb. 10. 
Teddy Powell’s Orch, Cook & 
Brown, Havana Sextet, Toni & Es- 
trella, Babe Hollis, Ruth Gaylor, 
Jimmy Blair, Line (8). 








About the nearest approximation 
to a Harlem nitery in Boston, the 
Southland, has for more than two 
years been known chiefly for its 
jump bands, mostly colored. A de. 
viation from this whammo band 
policy has proven successful, and the 
management has found Teddy Pow- 
ell’s orch an ideal medium for 
sampling its customers’ tastes for 
less jump and more sweet. 


During the dinner hour, the Pow- 
ell orch plays on the sweet side, and 
later in the evening, when the 
younger crowd shows up, the tempos 
swing to the jumpy stuff. Versa- 
tility and high calibre of this or 
ganization’s talents is well demon- 
strated. After playing sweet and 
smooth for dinner, the boys havé 
to go into their hottest rhythms for 
the floor show and their own spe 
cialty of ‘Boogie Woogie.’ ; 

Ruth Gaylor and Jimmy ver 
sing with the band, and are_spotte 
in the current floor show. Both e 
over neatly. Balance of the newt 
either colored or Latin-American 
personnel and style. Babe Hollis, @ 
polished, colored m.c., sells the = 
with zip and also has a singing 9 ; 
for ‘Balalaika’ and ‘Oh Me, Oh A 
Cook and Brown, colored, raise as 
roof in a heated session of rhyt 
hoofing. Most anything would ; 
anti-climatic after Cook and ap 
so it is well that they close the ol 
except for an entire company DOW 

Toni and Estrella, Latin-America! 
dance team, backed up by ee 
so Havana Sextet, warm up the s% 
at the halfway mark in a speci 
called ‘Swingin’ the Conga, |W aie 
develops into an eyebrow-lifting : 
riation of ‘Shoein’ the Mare. vely 
the man and woman _alternan! 
writhing on the floor. The itll 
mental sextet socks out som? Hass 
exciting heat-wave stuff with, 7 
strings, drums, gourds and  aeage _ 

Linegirls help dress up the Pri 
duction aspects of the show Tron. 
three numbers. 


WRu 
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€Sulled up stakes last fall, has broken 
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Rudy Wiedoeft, Saxophone Pioneer, 








bof 


jedoeft, 46, who died sud- 
i e Flushing (N. Y.) hos- 

a ae (18) when he was taken 
ad his home with a stomach ail- 
ment, was known in the trade as a 
foremost exponent of the saxophone. 
His ‘Saxophobia,’ ‘Valse Erica’ and 
kindred sax solo compositions are the 
average amateur and professional 
player’s show-off pieces. His folios 
on the sax are standard in the busi- 
ness, and even Wiedoeft’s old Bruns- 
wick recordings of his own solo in- 
pretations enjoy a vogue among 

udents. 

gm Hubert Prior Vallee was a 
Yale undergraduate his sax idol was 
Rudy Wiedoeft, which explains his 
first name. Only recently Wiedoeft 
won an important patent suit with a 
Chi saxophone company on a spe- 
cially-designed instrument. ; 

A native of California, where his 
brother, Herb Wiedoeft later estab- 
lished himself as a phonograph re- 
cording artist and band leader, and 
where the Wiedoeft Bros. were also 
known as co-maestros, Rudy became 
really well established during his 
New York career. Jack Robbins 
formed a special Wiedoeft Music 
Publishing Co. for him, but later it 
was merged into Robbins Music 
Corp. which continued to exclusively 
publish all his compositions. Brother 
Herb was killed in an auto crash 12 
years ago. 

Wiedoeft’s father was an orchestra 
leader in Denver and at the age of 
ll the boy was sufficiently proficient 
to become a clarinetist in that band. | 
His Denver schooldays threw him in | 
with Paul Whiteman who was later | 
to help Wiedoeft’s musical career | 
further. 

Mrs. Mae Wiedoeft, his widow, sur- 


Rudy W 





| 
| 





ARTIE SHAW COMING | 
" BACK: WAXING VICTOR 





Artie Shaw takes the first step 
toward his comeback as a bandleader | 
early next month. On March 4 he} 
is scheduled to record six sides for | 
Victor in Los Angeles, with a band 
composed of 13 or 14 pieces. Band 
is‘to be swing-styled but with a 
string section included in the instru- 
mentation. Shaw's old contract with 
Victor, one of the lucrative things 
he walked out on last fall, is still in 
effect, though believed revised on 
cash guarantee. 

Film which Shaw is scheduled to | 
Make for Boris Morros will likely | 
keep him on the Coast well into 
summer. It’s to be called ‘Second | 
Chorus,’ is to be based on his life, 
and probably won't roll until mid- 
May. Shaw is currently honeymoon- | 
ing in Beverly Hills. 

Old Band Breaks Up | 

Georgie Auld orchestra, the band | 
that Artie Shaw left behind when he | 


up. After Shaw's exit the crew re- | 
Placed several men, became copera- | 
live and elected Auld, tenor sax 
Player, its leader. Band one-nighted 
down to Florida, returned to New 
York and split. 

Les Robinson's switch to Benny 
man’s band, effective March 3, | 
's Supposed to have settled the scrap- 
Ping of the outfit. It had been lay- 
ing off without dates and Robinson's 
mma rewal started Harry Rodgers 
a Hank Freeman, trombone and 
in sax respectively toward Harry 
Me €s crew. Robinson is also alto 

x. Kay Foster, band’s vocalist, is | 








Dies at 4b: Influence Was Great 


A New Stall 





With so many bandmen in the 
music publishing business, they’re 
gagging about a music publisher 
who applied to ASCAP for a 
higher classification and was re- 
jected. 


- 4 





Reason: the ASCAP board of 
governors didn’t like his sax sec- | 
tion H 








King Refund Suit 


To Define Status 
Under Risk Law 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 


Test case to determine the indus- 
trial status of an orchestra leader 
under the California unemployment 
insurance law comes up in Superior 
Court Feb. 29, with Henry King 
suing for the return of $3,206 he paid 
in taxes under protest. 

King, whose real name is Henry 
Kisselich, contends that he is an 
agent and an employe, and should 
not be classed as an employer. His 
action is based on the grounds that 
he has no right to exercise ‘such con- 
trol or dominion over orchestra 
members as to constitute him an 
employer,’ and asserts that the State 
has no right to levy an employer’s 
tax on him. Outcome of the case is 
awaited with interest by baton 
swingers. 

Meanwhile Baron Long and the 
Biltmore Hotel are suing the State 








Unemployment Commission in an 
effort to have hotels declared exempt | 
from taxes for bands and other en- | 
tertainers. Plaintiffs declare that | 
entertainers are independent con- | 
tractors, as far as the hotel is con- | 
cerned, and that no employer-em- | 
ploye relationship exists. They de-| 
mand the return of $6,971, paid under 
protest. 


‘DENIES GOODMANS 
HAVE ITALIAN BOOK’ 





New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In one of your latest issues you 
have published that Goodman had 
bought our musical catalog, and our 
ASCAP license. 

Please be advised that our musi- 
cal catalog has not been sold to 
Geodman or any one else. 

Italian Book Co., Ine. 
(By A. De Martino) 
and Gene Goodman, 
of Benny Goodman, re- | 


(Harry 
brothers 


lcently organized the Regent Music 


Co. Pair admit that they nego- | 


| tiated for the Italian Book Co.’s cat- 


alog but nothing came of it). 





—_—_ —____— 


FTEN WASTED 





THEN NEGLECT I 


Unshowmanly Orchestras 
Are Exposed When Their 
Radio Performances Are 
Contrasted With Phono- 
graph Records Where Ex- 
perts Control the Setup 





SLOPPY STUFF 





By BERNIE WOODS 


Difference between the handling of 
records and air time, the two most 
important means for a band to place 
itself before a public always on the 
lookout for something new, becomes 
painfully evident by diligent listen- 
ing to both media. Leaders simply 
don’t seem to give a hoot how they 
handle their remote pickups, which 
are their own responsibility, whereas 
for records they are told when and 
what to do, and except for the more 
important bands, even told what 
they are to play. Comparing the two 
plainly spotlights the shabby treat- 
ment accorded remotes by a great 
many stick-wavers who think that 


once they have a wire everything's | 


jake. 

It’s an amusing paradox in a busi- 
ness that rates air time so impor- 
tant that bands will go into a key 
hotel room and lose money in order 
to get needed air time. After rec- 
ognizing the value many leaders kick 
away opportunities because of in- 
attention to details such as program- 
ing, balance of the band, poor tim- 
ing, and their own original—and not 
hot—tunes. 

Often after a particularly bad pro- 


| gram leaders scream that the engi- 


neer handling the control board at 
their side loused ’em up. That, too, 
is their own responsibility. One lead- 
er explained he makes certain that | 





FIGHT TO GET IT. Contactmen Make Gesture to Starr 
But Inform Publishers They Must 
Hire Off the ‘At 





wv 


They'll Hoof May 5 





The Professional Music Men, 
Inc.’s sixth annual benefit show is 
slated for May 5 at the Alvin, 
N. Y., with Joe Santly again put- 
ting on the show. Bob Miller is 
going to the Coast to line up 
business for the souvenir journal. 


Rocco Vocco is prez of the 
PMM. 


—_— 


Rockwell Claim 
Settled by Bob 











General Amusement Corp.’s claim 
against the Bob Crosby band has 
been setiled by the Music Corp, of 
America by the payment of $5,000. 


The controversy dates back to 1937 
when the Crosby combination walked 
out of what was then Rockwell- 
O’Keefe, Inc., and allied itself with 
MCA. In the course of time R-O’K 
not only filed charges with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians but 
brought suit against Crosby and his 
co-owners of the unit. R-O’K made 
claims of contract ‘violation and 
monies due. 

MCA had, it is understood, obli- 
gated itself to assume the costs of 
defending any court action and pay 
any award of damages. 


' 








—— 
aa 


Crosby via MCA’ 


Liberty’ List 


Executive council of the contact- 
men’s union last Friday (16) re- 
versed its previous ruling and voted 
to admit Sy Manes, who had been 
hired for the professional staff of 
Harms, Inc., to membership. It was 
the first time that a case of this kind 
had developed since the signing of 
an agreement between the union and 
publishers last fall, and the reversal 
was described as principally due to 
a verbal assurance which Herman 
Starr, head of the Warner Bros. 
music group, had received at the 
time. 


After the Manes case was disposed 
of the union’s counsel was instructed 
to address a circular letter to pub- 
lishers advising them while the 
council felt justified in admitting 
Manes it would hereafter strictly en- 
force Article 19 which deals with 
the matter of engaging persons who 
are not members of the union. Un- 
der this article the union reserves 
the right to reject the applications of 
such persons unless the employing 
publisher is unable to select the sort 
of person he wants from the union's 
list of unemployed. 

The council granted Starr’s request 
that he be permitted to appear be- 
fore it and explain why he thought 
that the taboo on Manes, who until 
recently was with the General 
Amusement Corp. as a band sales- 
man, ought to be rescinded. Starr 
pointed out that he had been among 
the first to signature the union agree- 
ment and though he was anxious to 
live up to every article in the con- 
tract he had engaged Manes with the 








conviction that it would be okay 
with the union. 
Liberally ‘Closed’ 
Starr reminded the council that 


, when the agreement was being ne- 
otiated the union’s negotiating com- 


Nunca oh we Seniaton| COLLEGE BANDS CAN'T nthe ht ch 


a non-player but familiar with the | 
arrangements of his band, stand next | 
to the guy at the dials and warn | 


him on what’s coming. | 
is con- | 


As far as programming 
cerned, swing bands are the heaviest | 
| offenders, 
| attention to contrasting sweet tunes 
| and most hammer undistinguished 
| originals at listeners broadcast after 
broadcast. Often these numbers run 
for five, six and seven minutes, to a 


(Continued on page 46) 


Coast Getting $2,000,000 
20-Acre Amus. Centre 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Site of the Palomar Ballroom here 
will be a square block amusement 
center, with construction to start in 
three weeks on $2,000,000 project. 
Included in plans are dancery, 60 
bowling alleys, tennis courts, 
skating stadium and theatre. 
Spot, to be called Palomar Square, 
covers 20 acres and will be com- 
pleted within six months. 








| 
| 
| 
| 


PLAY AT HOCKEY GAME 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 
Because AFM, Local No. 2, has a 





They don’t pay enough | contract with the owners of the 


Arena, the west end exhibition hall 
where intercollegiate hockey games 
were played Saturday (17), whereby 


shop there would be certain leeway 
as to the employment of outside men 
for contacting so long as they ob- 
| tained a union card. Council mem- 
bers who attended these negotiations 
confirmed Starr’s recollection. They 
| Stated that their generosity at the 
| time was influenced by the fact that 


ithere were but four or five un- 


| 


ice- 


| 


| only union tooters may be used in 


| the 14,000 seat hall the college bands | 


| were barred from blaring forth for 
| their respective teams. The same 
‘situation arose last year and the 
young tooters were present but 
| silent. 
| Last week officers of the St. Louis 
| Inter-Collegiate Amateur Ice Hockey 
League again asked the Local to per- 
| mit bands from St. Louis University, 
| Concordia Seminary and Washington 
| University to play without paying 
| 20 union tooters $123 for an hour’s 
service. The plea fell on deaf ears 
| and the games were musicless as the 
league lost $20 on last year’s efforts. 
Sam P. Meyers, prez of Local No. 
2 said the union’s stand was not to 
be construed as opposing § school 
| music. 





Bands at the Box Office 





| employed union members to choose 
| from and that even though circum- 
stances had changed and there were 
now 20 members unemployed it was 
| but fair to allow this one exception. 
| The council affirmed this viewpoint 
| and then voted to enforce Article 19 
| to the limit henceforth. 

| After making its original decision 
|on Manes, the union’s council asked 
| Starr to discharge him. Application 
}of another Starr employee, Pau) 
| Barry, was considered by the coun- 
'cil at the same time but this was 
| approved with one council member 
dissenting and moving that the mat- 
ter be placed before the entire mem- 
, bership. Barry, formerly with Len- 
| nie Hayton’s band as a voczlist, is 
| connected with Remick. 

| Penalties are being considered for 
|! those members who tip off band 
| leaders as to the source of complaints 
| brought against the former in con- 
nection with violations of the union's 
| fair trades practice rules. A profes- 
sional manager for a major company 
was rebuked for a minor violation 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, 1S the estimated cover charge business being done | ond to wask the complainant, ss 
by name bands in various New York hotels. Spots listed are only where the band is the main attrac- | sociated with a small firm, was told 


‘the spot and stay out. 


Dallas Agency Books 2 





| 


| 
| 
Dallas, Feb. 206 

Foster agency here has set Henry 

Halstead for annual Washington's 

| Birthday fiesta at Laredo (21) end 
| Del Courtney’s band as follows: 

Tulsa, Feb. 20; Tyler, 21; Medicine 

Park, Okla., 22; U. of Texas at Aus- 


tin, 23; Kingsville, 24; Texas A. & 


11,625! vy. College at College Station, Merch 
9,000 | 1 and 2, 


7 to be writing a book tagged, | tion for supper. Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) rated. Figures after name of hotel give room capac- | by the leader involved to get out cf 
YI Am a Jinx.’ ‘ity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and holiday price.) P , 
sas aianitensielaciliiees - overs Tota 
hl slg oe BOOKING | Weeks Past Covers | 
: an Francisco, Feb. 20. ] 
peica’s sudden decision to book Joe} _ Band oe f 7. $1.50 . — ” "a 
tchman into the Mark Hopkins) Charlie Barnet...........++-+> Lincoln (225; 75ce-$1.5 ) iavatons Keowee ( _8 
chamnae ed a big load from the, Bob Crosby.........0.eeee eee New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50).......+5 6 1,050 7,000 
lex a of Larry Cappelli, his No. | jo yerett rr Waldorf (Empire) (400; 75c-$1.50).... 7 525 5,950 
to have 5 tke es cee ‘ a can Sammy Meee CTE. ..Commodore (400; 75c-$1.50)...... er 16 1,325 22,600 
, ™ - re « ig . 5 ? : 55 
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Disinterested, Gum-Chewing Conduct 
By Leader in Smart Milwaukee Spot 





Milwaukee, Feb. 20. 


Why did Nichols accept this date 
here? Maybe he shouldn’t have 
played it all. Because any booking 
that is worth accepting at all, is 
worth doing right. If Nichols 
thought that the Schroeder is a hide- 
away spot, and that anything goes, 
he was wrong. Too many eastern 
headliners have been guilty of 
treating the hinterland people as if 
they are clucks. A certain type of 
headliners used to do it in vaude- 
ville, and how they helped (7?) 
vaudeville is history. 

In Milwaukee, the Schroeder is 
the town’s top hotel with a really 
fine dining and dancing room. But 
Nichols acted as if it was beneath 
him to do a good job or even put 
forth a good effort to give the cus- 
tomers their money’s worth. 

It was neither clever nor smart of 
Nichols to work a Sunday evening 
show dressed in a brown business 
suit, with his tie askew and a gen- 
eral carelessness in appearance. 
Neither was it good showmanship or 


good business to chew gum while 


YESTERDAY'S HIT 
TODAY'S REQUEST 


VICTOR HERBERT’S 


ROSE OF 


THE WORLD 


Featured in THE GREAT 
VICTOR HERBERT, a Para- 
mount Film starring Allan 
Jones and Mary Martin. 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
RCA Building New York 


hear 


Did 


about. that 


you 
song by 


Johnny Burke and 
Jimmy Van Heusen? 





leading the band; nor to clown 
around with the orchestra and ig- 
nore the people out front. At other 
times Nichols would walk off the 
bandstand and disappear for five or 
10 minutes, and then saunter back 
to take up the baton again. 

Entire proceeding indicated a gen- 
eral carelessness in handling both 
the orchestra and the customers. 
Nichols had nothing to win by work- 
ing this way. He could only hurt 
himself, not only with the Schroeder 
management but with the public. 


It is doubtful if the Schroeder will 
ever want Nichols back again. Why 
should they, for Nichols evidently 
wasn’t trying to please them or co- 
operate with them? 


Nichols also exhibited poor taste 
in the presentation of some of his 
novelty songs, particularly those in 
which he burlesques certain peo- 
ples and races. In these times of 
edgy nerves and with everybody 
ready to pick a fight at the least hint 
of mockery, this Nichols stuff is 
close to inflammable. 


It’s a pity that Nichols wasn’t care- 
ful aboué these various sidelights in 
his performance, because he has a 
really good orchestra otherwise. 
The band is capable of a fine dance 
session and handles pop tunes with 
unchallenged ability. The Nichols ar- 
rangements are tops in their line. 
There is plenty of brass at all times 
(although perhaps bit loud for a quiet 
room such as the Schroeder). But 
the brass does give the band a solid 
musical foundation. 

Vocalist is Bill Darnell, who war- 
bies a lyric ably and with plenty of 
good tone and quality. Nichols has 
everything but a constructive atti- 
tude. Hal. 


JOHNNY LONG ORCH (12) 
With Helen Young 
Chez Ami, Buffalo 


Back for a second time in a year, 
Long is dispensing a more solid 
brand of rhythm tagged as ‘trill 
music.’ Latter is achieved by sax 
and clarinet runs opening and clos- 
ing each tune. 

As before, band is on the class side 
and at home in waltzes and ballads, 
done smoothly with sub-tone clari- 
nets piping into megaphones. Band's 
new ability is a quick change to 
groove tunes that pleases younger 
patrons. It’s the best band at Chez 





Ami in some time and is filling the 
tables. 

Standard instrumentation — four 
sax, four brass and four rhythm. 
Sections adhere nicely despite high- 





ceilings and undraped walls that'| 
make for bad acoustics. Brass is 
mellow and carries nicely on 

pickups, 


| 


now numbering three a'| 






































CAUGHT IN TORNADO 


Roof Lifted Off Georgia Ballroom 
Before Calloway Got There 








Last week’s tornado which ripped 
through Albany, Ga., beat Cab Cal- 
loway to the punch. It ripped the 
roof off the ballroom Calloway was 
set to play the following night. 

Wednesday’s (14) blizzard caused 
injuries to four women between 
Clarksburg and Charlotte, W. Va., 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 16, 1940) 





+Darn That Dream (‘Swingin’ the 





*Faithful Forever (‘Gulliver’s Travels’) .. 


oo). Se Soe ie b6640605-406 94900000604 BeecceL Berlin 
Indian Summer ..... see e tee ceeeeereeeesceeseeeeeess Witmark 
*At the Balalaika (‘Balalaika’) ................++000-Feist 
In an Old Dutch Garden.........+++seeeeeeeeeseeeesHarms 


Can keneece ct 
Dream’) aeeite: = ay 


*Little Red Fox (‘That’s Right—You’re Wrong’)......Feist 

















when the car they were riding in 
was sideswiped in the storm by a|  Stvun or the Border 2.00 LIL zoster 
bus carrying the Tommy Dorsey or-/ 4) the Things You Are (‘Very Warm for May’).....Ch nse 
chestra. Bus then ran off the road To You Sweetheart Aloha ....... --\Nappell 
into a ditch. Nobody in bus hurt Sates MRE os casas WRESEPOMTSE ORES TEIG Santly 
and women injured superficially. Scattorbrain. .......0.s000 wiiviaec ee 
: Confucius Gay ...ccccs TUE Ce TEN oy siete sad 

Harry Bernie, formerly with ABC| +o I Love You? (‘Du Barry Was a Lady’).......... ton 
Music, has joined the professional *Filmusical. +Production »- Chappell 
staff of Bregman-Vocco-Conn. ‘ ; 

= asm ——— 


Inside Stuff —Music 





Victor Records last week released its album of ‘Pinocchio’ records cut 


from the sound tracks of the film. 


Book contains six sides encased in a 


colorfully illustrated folder and are numbered for playing in sequence, 
giving a clear account of the story as it moves along. 





Abe Olman’s windfall royalty fiom revival of his ‘Oh Johnny’ will hit 
around $8,000, although he doesn’t know as yet, nor will Fred Forster, the 
Chi publisher, tell him, since Forster wants Olman to make a special trip 
to Chi for the ‘presentation, some laughs, etc. Since the ‘Johnny’ click, 
Olman has become a bit of a celebrity, being invited to do personals at 
socialite benefits, and the like, a vogue he never enjoyed in 1919 when the 


song was first published. 
On the subject of song oldies, the 


wave of tune revivals has percolated 


to the public which is wondering whether the boys can’t write any more 
new good tunes, seeking that as an explanation for the renaissance vogue. 





Earbenders on Parade: There seems to be an increasing number of sweet 


bands being picked lately, but few 


are distinctive enough to gain more 


than passing attention....Carl Ravazza’s remotes from San Francisco are 


patterned after newspaper operations. 


Singers are called ‘ace reporters,’ 


numbers are ‘headline stories’ and to go into a tune is, ‘let’s go to press’. 
It’s novel but otherwise puzzling. Band comes over inconsistently on ar- 


rangements though it’s playing is okay. 


Chuck Foster’s new version of 


the ‘Little Red Fox‘ has the hounds nabbing the fur piece for a quick 


giggle. 


...-Adrian Rollini’s arrangement of 


Foster is one of the latest outfits to stir up comment on the Coast 
....Add tag lines; Griff Williams’ ‘Toast of the Coast’. 


He’s in Chicago 
Morton Gould’s ‘Pavanne’ is refresh- 


ing....Gene Krupa’s new vocalist, Howard DuLany, airs as a neat addi- 


tion to that outfit. 





Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 





Following is a totalization of the 


combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


Monday through Sunday (Feb. 


12-18). 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ft stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 





ELLINGTON TO ViCToR 


Back on 75-Cent Pancakes 
Transfer 





Through 





Duke Ellington orchestra sw; 
from Columbia to Victor sete en 
der a long term contract which be 
comes effective after the expiratio 
of his Columbia pact tomorrow (22) 


-| Change means a hop back to a 75¢ 


platter as Columbia recent] 

a 50c label. Band's first Besson 

session for Victor is not yet set, 
Ellington at one time cut for Vic. 

tor and the company still has some 

= available sides listed in its cata. 

og. 
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The Number One Song 
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THE BAND OF THE GENERATION! 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


HIS ORCHESTRA AND HIS RADIO REVUE 


“everything new—but the Rhapsody in Blue!” 


.... concluding the fourth week at the 
STRAND THEATRE 
BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


where he has broken.... 


4 RECORDS IN 4 WEEKS! 


© Ist week record broken with $55,300! 
© 2nd week record broken with $48,000! 
© 3rd week record broken with $40,000! 
® 4th week record broken with $33,000! 


an all-time record for one, two, three 
and four weeks! 


$176,300— 


AN ALL-TIME RECORD 
FOR 4 WEEKS! 
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AMERICA’S NO. 1 STAGE ATTRACTION 
NOW BEING BOOKED FOR A LIMITED 
THEATRE TOUR ! — 


Direction: ARTISTS MANAGEMENT, INC. 
17 East 45th St.. New York, N. Y. 
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Philly Nitery Ops 


Revive ‘Mutual 


Protection A'ssn 





Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 

Tired of being pushed around by 
the city police and the State Liquor 
Board’s agents, night club operators 
have revived the defunct Philadel- 
phia Cafe Owners Assn. ’for mutual 
protection.’ Meeting secretly at the 
Walton hotel last week, they decided 
to raise a war chest of $5,000 to lob- 
by for favorable legislation at the 
next sesion of the State Assembly. 

In recent months the State Liquor 
Board has handed out stiff suspen- 
sions and fines for selling liquor 
after hours and violations of the 
Saturday night curfew. One club was 
forced to pay $900 on two occasions 
within a year, for keeping open and 
selling liquor after Saturday mid- 
night. 

To add.to their troubles the new 
City Administration two weeks ago 
served notice that it, too, would see 
that the lid was kept on night spots 
and closing hour ordinances were 
strictly adhered to. A ‘Broadway 
Squad’ of detectives was formed to 
make the rounds and order cus- 
tomers to leave night clubs after 
midnight Saturday—usually the best 
night in the week for business. 

When the PCOA was in operation 
before only the small cafes joined, 
the bigger fellows relying on their 
politcal drag to keep them out of 
trouble. Now big-time operators like 
the Kaliner Bros. and Frank Palum- 
bo are taking an active part. All told 
about 30 operators attended the first 
meeting. 


N. Y. Small-Time Nitery 





Reps to Elect Officers 





Associated Agents of America, 
formerly called American Council of 
Theatrical Agents, new org of small- 
time New York nitery agents, will 
elect officers next Monday night 
(26), it was decided at a fourth 
meeting of the group Saturday (17). 

While there were only about 15 at 
the last meeting, it’s claimed 25 
agents have either paid dues or sig- 
nified their intention of joining. 
Newcomers will be 
charter members 


vail during March. 


Prime aim of the AAA, according 
to Barney Gilman, temporary chair- 
man, is to better conditions for the 
agents and acts and establish a code 


of ethics. 





O’Keefe to Chez Paree 


Chicago, Feb. 20. 
Walter O’Keefe 


opening in April. 


It will be the first appearance for 


O’Keefe in this cafe. 
A Seca itr met 


admitted as 
until Monday’s 
election and will not be subject to 
the $5 initiation fee which will pre- 


set as comedy 
headliner on next Chez Paree show, 


Allow Ice to Melt 





Room in the Brunswick Hotel, 
Boston, where George Hall’s 
band started stand Thursday (15) 
has a unique method of serving 
patrons. Each table is equipped 
with a dictograph-like appara- 
tus which allows patrons to 
transmit orders to the bar 
through a central operator, 
simply by pressing a _ button 
signal whenever they're ready 
for the next round. 

Central ‘waitress’ manually 
transmits the order to the bar- 
tender and a waiter serves it. 
Its purpose is to make patrons 
think that they are never pressed 
by hovering waiters to drink up 
and order the next round. 


UNION GRADES 
NITERY ACTS 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 

The United Entertainers Assn. this 
tweek sent word to all bookers and 
night club operators that hereafter 
all performers who have played in at 
least three local spots would be 
classified as ‘known acts’ and would 
be protected by last week’s ruling 
of Magistrate Jacob Dogole, which 
upheld the validity of contracts 
signed by booking agents in behalf 
of night club operators. 

This means that a ‘known act,’ 
hired by a 10-percenter, would have 
to be paid for the entire life of his 
contract in the event he is fired by 
the operator as being unsatisfactory. 
‘Unknown acts’ (those not having 
played three local spots) could be 
laid off after the first night if they 
are found to be unsatisfactory by the 
cafe owner. 

Defining acts by the union is an 
answer to club-owners, who claimed 
they. had no way of gauging the 
ability of an act before it is signed. 


Astrologer Couldn’t 
Forecast Own Iliness 


Lincoln, Feb. 20. 

Norvell, the Hollywood astrologer, 
didn’t figure his stars right on his 
date here at the Lincoln theatre, or 
didn’t believe them. Was booked for 
a seven-day run on the Lincoln stage, 
but collapsed with flu an hour be- 
fore he was supposed to make the 
first show. 

Bob Huffman, the manager of the 
theatre, said a correct reading of the 
stars would have saved him $100 on 
his ad budget. 


Dick Henry Doubles 


During the lull in European show 
business because of the war, Dick 
Henry, foreign booker for the Wil- 
liam Morris office, is doubling in the 
cafe department with Paul Small. 
He’s taking over the duties of Joe 
Sully, who left to join Music Corp. 
of America. . 

Most of the agency’s foreign busi- 
ness is now in South America and 
Australia. 
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Harry Tate Dies at 67 
In London of Injuries 
Suffered in Nazi Raid 


London, Feb. 20. 


Harry Tate, 67, who reigned for 
years as one of England’s top vaude 
and musichall comedians, died here 
last Wednesday (14) as the result of 
a head injury received from a shell 
splinter during a German air raid 
on the Scottish coast. He was watch- 
ing the aerial action when the frag- 





‘ment struck, blindness in one eye 


setting in before death. 

Tate, whose non-pro name was 
Ronald MacDonald Hutchinson, was 
a headline star for nearly 40 years, 
his humorous sketches, in which he 
worked with a dwarf, being well 
known to two generations of Britons. 
He was one of the first actors here 
to own an automobile and his most 
famous work was a sketch titled 
‘Motoring’. The auto, incidentally, 
enabled him to amplify the vogue 
of ‘doubling’ by British performers. 
Instead of being limited to two spots 
a night because of slow transporta- 
tion, Tate, via his own driving, often 
worked as many as six musichalls in 
one evening. 

Another of Tate’s topflight sketch- 
es was on golfing, and it is believed 
he coached W. C. Fields in a simi- 
lar routine. They were close friends. 
Tate toured the United States. 
Canada, Africa and Australia and 
gave four royal command perform- 
ances, the first one in 1912. He is 
survived by his widow and one son. 


e15 YEARS AGOe«e 


(From Variety) 














‘Dirt’ shows throughout the nation 
were stirring the censors. Repre- 
sentative Dallinger, Massachusetts, 
was asking Congress to take steps to 
alleviate the situation. 





Taking his word for it, creditors 
waived all claims in London on C. B. 
Cochran, the theatre manager, in his 
bankruptcy when he said he would 
pay when he could. 





Reps of William Randolph Hearst 
said to have contacted Joe Weber, 
Lew Fields and Sam Bernard rele- 
vant to their establishment of a 
music hall in New York with Hearst 
the money man. 





Antonio Moreno was seized in 
Spain for military duty. The film 
player supposedly left Spain 10 years 
before without serving his commit- 
ted period in the army. 





The Italian government presented 
to D’Annunzio, the playwright and 
poet, the German Emperor’s palace 
near Rome for services rendered in 
enabling Italy to save Fiume. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Saranac, Feb. 20. 

Actors’ Colony comeback high- 
lights: Tudor Cameron, after a long 
siege of strictly abed routine, now 
up for one downstairs meal with 
mild exercise; Pauline Russell, 
vaude, single of long ago, beat pneu- 
monia; Edgar (Buddy) Bliss, musi- 
cian and songwriter, now an officer 
in a CCC camp; Chris Hagedorn will 
soon market his own new puzzle- 
card game; Eddie Vogt and Jimmy 
Meehan are the newly appointed li- 


Plank, X-ray expert of the Will 
Rogers, voted tops for his philan- 
thropic work; Francis Dee, who was 
here, now a dancing instructor in 
Watertown, N. Y. Paul Dean staged 
a comeback that now enables him 
to do the downtown shopping for 
his fellow ozoners. Over 25% of 
the ozoners at the Will Rogers have 
joined the classes of the Saranac 
Lake Study and Craft Guild, taking 
up shorthand, typing, bookkeeping 
and Spanish. Thirteen years ago 
this month this writer took to bed 
weighing 92 pounds and now tips 165. 

Catherine Keenan (Lambs Club) 
now at Pott’s Memorial Hospital, 
Livingston, N. Y. 

Frank Huff, who packed a mess of 
illness and licked it here, now ba- 
toning his own orch down Florida 
way. 

Thanks to Polly Jenkins and her 
Plowboys for the greetings and nice 
things to this Colony; ditto to Jerry 
Vogel for the carload of novelties 
and sweets. 





Write to those who are ill, 


brarians at the Will Rogers; Rudolph | 








Bank Night in 


ry 2 196 
Vancouver 


By Bill Halligan 

Back in 1907 George Silvers’ cafe at the corner of Randol 
streets was the center of the riaito night life in Chicago. 
bigwigs foregathered each evening in the little basement bistro to 
and be entertained. Willie Weston and George Austin Moore bein 
the varieties, could always be prevailed upon’to sing a ditty or ton ot 
George McKay carried his own sand in case they asked him to h © and 
buck, and they never failed to ask him. OP the 

The gang called themselves the Schmoos Club. Tom Hanton, Smi 
Corbett, Will J. Davis, Harry Powers, Louis and Willie Newgas pale 
Namara, Bill Pinkerton and George Lederer were all members, Geo Me. 
Cohan had a show at the Colonial called ‘50 Miles to Boston.’ In the sh - 
were two good songs, ‘Harrigan, That's Me’ and ‘A Small Town Gal’ 
gang used to call on me to sing once in a while and those were the only 


songs I knew. 
He told me that Bill Pinkerton 


One day I met Silvers on the street. 
wanted to see me. I hadn’t broken into any banks that I k 


ph and ¢ 
The theatrica 


ne 
wondered what the o’d gent had on his mind. I was busting with ouriga 
as I waited in his outer office to see the great man. I didn’t even know 


he knew me. I was ushered into the private office and the old gent ask 

me to sit down. He had heard me sing ‘Harrigan’ once or twice he a 
and wanted to know if I would like to go to Frisco to work for a friend of 
his. I told him I would be glad to go. 

He dictated a letter to Gallagher and McNamara, who had a cafe 
the Panhandle, right at the entrance to Golden Gate Park, and that night 
I was on the Santa Fe west with my ticket and $100 expense money. The 
fire had left San Francisco’s market a great waste and all the hot 
had moved out to Filmore. Pratt & Tierney’s, Eddie Graney’s and 
were all a stone’s throw from the New Orpheum. The name of 
I was to do my chirping in was called ‘Tom’s Cabin’, 

Lee Lloyd, a former Chicago backroom canary, and a piano player 
named Hart, had been working there but were moving out to the beach 
to the new Sandy McNaughton spot, ‘The Breakers.’ I got a room at the 
‘Old Kirk’ hotel and went over to report. I met the owners, Billy Gallag. 
her, a tough Irishman, who couldn't hear a word I said, and Australian 
McNamara, a big red-faced man from the Antipodes. 

I was to start the following night. I looked all over town for a Piano 
player and finally settled for Joe Hall, the same lad who is now a steam. 
ship agent on Broadway. Joe played by ear, mostly cauliflower. We 
worked there for three months and made a lot of money. The customers 
would throw the gold on the floor and we would pick it up. If they didn't 
throw enough Gallagher wou!d come in and throw some himself. 


Squires Arrived for Burns Fight 


We had a Chinese cook and we had him come out of the kitchen when 
we sang Billy Jerome's ‘Chinatown’. Bill Squires, the heavyweight fighter, 
arrived from Melbourne to fight Tommy Burns at Colma on July 4, 1907. 
He made his headquarters with us. Nat Goodwin and Jimmy Britt and 
myself were the only ones in town who bet on Burns. We saw Squires 
work out and we had the lowdown. Burns knocked him out with one 
punch. Jeffries was the referee. I was back in the dressing room with 
Jeffries and he took off his collar and handed it to me. It was size 18 I 
wondered how a man could ever get a neck that big. (I wear an 18% 
today). 

We came back from the fight in a big limousine and stopped at Pratt & 
Tierney’s for a few drinks. Artie Mehlinger was singing a song when 
we came in. The Primrose Kid, Billy Clark, Harry Armstrong and Jack 
Wilson of the Orpheum joined us. Al White, Harry Kranzman and Earl 
Taylor were working across the street at Graney’s. George McKay and 


while laying off on the Sullivan & Considine time. Gus Erdman wasa 
the box. We had a great time with the money we had won on the fight 
and a week or so later I decided to return to Chicago. 
McNamara were reluctant to see me go. They gave me a pouch of gold 
coins and bought me a ticket and a Pullman back. McNamara was espec: 
cially nice. 

Three years later I was playing for Pantages in Seattle. One night Eddie 
Milne, the Pantages manager, came back and told me a big fellow was out: 
side and wanted to see me. It was my old boss McNamara from Frisco. 
He told me he was broke and had to get to Vancouver to meet his sister 
who was coming from Australia on her way to London to the Coronation. 
I got him two $20 gold pieces from Milne. He told me the place had been 
closed by bad business, that Gallagher had been shot in a street fight and 
that he was going to try and open up a place on Market St. I wished him 
good luck and went back to work. A few weeks later I picked up a paper 
and across the top was blazoned the following: 

Million dollar Bank of Westminster robbery solved. Pinkerton 
detectives arrest Australian McNamara, notorious bank robber, in 
Manhattan. $1,000 Canadian bills found in suitcase. 

They brought McNamara back to the town of Westminster. There is 8 
penitentiary there not far from the bank he robbed. He died serving his 
sentence of 15 years. He had been a bank man in Australia. That’s how 
Pinkerton knew him. The great detective had tried to keep him straight 
but when things went bad he fell from grace. 


Bill Pinkerton never knew that I had given Mac the $40 that took him 
to his last job. 


Johnny Cantwell were working at Shiff Bros., picking up a week or 4 


—, 


— 
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Dancer Pleads Guilty 
To Bigamy Charge 


“America’s Outstanding 
Novelty Act” 
HELD OVER 
2nd WEEK 
PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Thanks to CRA 


Permanent Address: 1860 60th St 
Brooklyn, New York 


Phone: BEachview 2-2412 





Mays Landing, N. J., Feb. 20. 

Joseph Peters, 45-year-old Phila- 
delphia dancer, is languishing in the 
Atlantic county jail pending dispo- 
sition of bigamy charges brought 
against him by Gertrude Peters, also 
of Philadelphia, who claims to be 
wife No, 1 and father of Peters’ 17-. 
year-old son. 

Arrested at Wheat Road Inn, Mino- 
tola, where he had been employed 
as an entertainer, Peters pleaded 
guilty when arraigned before police 


epee Joseph Smith last week | 


Wives No. 1 and No. 2 got together 
after the hearing and pleaded with 
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magistrate Smith for Peters’ release 
in bail, They were refused. 
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Are Not Paying Gov't and State Taxes 


Philadelphia, hag 
‘Ww niteries face a severe finan- 
sy shellacking, if not total bank- 
icy, if the Government and state 
4 departments go through with 
their plan of collecting delinquent 
Social Security and Unemployment 
ce taxes. 
Da avestigators have been quietly at 
work for the past week scrutinizing 
the books of night clubs in the Philly 
area. They claim that, with the ex- 
ception of three small spots, no taxes 
have been paid by _nitery ops for 
entertainers or musicians hired by 
them in the past four years, — 

As soon as the investigation is 
completed the Federal and State ac- 
countants are going into a huddle 
with legal advisers to see what ac- 
tion should be taken to collect the 
taxes, which total almost eight per- 
cent of the total payrolls for the 

ast four years. The sum, if col- 


are said to total nearly $200,000. 


Hoofer Starts Investigation 

The :nvestigation started when a 
hoofer, whose partner was injured, 
applied for jobless insurance ben- 
efits. A checkup was made of his 
case and it was found that none of 
the spots at which he had worked 
had paid any contributions for him. 

The Government was notified and 
an investigation was ordered of every 
nitery in Philly. As soon as this 
probe is completed a check will be 
made of spots in western Pennsy]- 
vania and the coal regions. 

Cabaret owners have always ar- 
gued that engaging an act does 
not constitute ‘employment’ under 
the terms of the Social Security law. 
Instead, they claim, they are pur- 
chasing talent, a commodity, for a 
set price, and as soon as the en- 
gagement is completed their respon- 
sibility ceases, 

It is believed that a test case will 
be made in Federal Court soon to 
clear up this question. If the Court 
tules adversely against the cafes, it 
may mean curtains for most of them. 


Ross Wyse, Sr., Laid 
Up With a Fractured 
Leg; Can't Contact Jr 


| 
ee 








Ross Wyse, Sr., vaude comic-acro- | 
bat whose son, Junior, is currently | 
touring with George White's ‘Scan- | 
dals,’ is in the Isabella Home, Bronx, 
convalescing from a fractured leg 
suffered in a fall on the stage of the | 
RKO Madison, Brooklyn, night of | 
Dec, 22 last. Friends, the Will Rogers | 
Memorial Fund and the NVA have | 
been caring for him. | 

Following the accident, a friend | 
took him to a doctor, then, when it | 
was found that Wyse, Sr., was in| 
straightened circumstances, to a city | 
hospital, from where he was moved 
to the Isabella home. The NVA paid | 
the initial expense incurred by the 
friend, with the Will Rogers Fund, 
through Harold Rodner, taking over 
when apprised of Wyse’s circum- 
stances, 

Wyse, Sr, and his son formerly 
worked in vaude together. Leiters 
to Junior about his father’s condition 
have apparently failed to reach him. 





Robitschek Legit Revue 
To Be Sliced for Vaude 


‘Hit and Run,’ Kurt Robitschek- 
produced revue, which closed Satur- 





Stanley, Pitt, Holding 
Vaude Through Lent 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 

Stanley, WB deluxer, isn’t shut-. 
ting down on vaude during late 
stages of Lenten period, as it did 
‘year ago, but will ride straight 
through. House, in fact, is booked 
solid through March, first time in 
some months that attractions have 
been set so far ahead. 

Following Benny Davis unit, cur- 
rent, Stanley gets first glimpse of 
Jimmie Fidler unit, which will be 
followed in turn March 1 by Clyde 
McCoy orch; Maurice Spitalny band, 
with couple of name acts still to 
come; Buddy Rogers orch, and week 
of March 22, Phil Spitalny outfit and 
Connie Boswell. 


G-MEN CURIOUS 
ABOUT FLA. 
‘PAYOFFS 


Miami, Feb. 20. 

J. Edgar Hoover and a special 
squad of FBI agents planed in from 
Washington last week and immedi- 
ately plunged headlong into tracing 
‘payoffs’ here, presumably in the 
hope of income tax prosecutions. 

Among those paying social calls on 
Hoover last week were Arthur 
Childers, operator of the Royal Palm 
Club; Jake ‘Ace Deuce’ Solomon, who 
is reputed to own a slice of the Es- 
quire Club; Eddie Padgett, who pre- 
sides over The Spur; and Charlie 
Thomas and Paul Green, sporting 
figures. 

Childers in reminiscing over his 
visit said they asked him if the pub- 
lished reports of gambling in the 
Royal Palm were true. He denied 
these reports. All agreed that this 
little social gathering was most in- 
formal and was conducted on a 
suave, ‘You first, Gaston basis,’ with 
the prelude, ‘If you’d like to cooper- 
ate with us,’ etc. 

Coincident with Hoover’s arrival, 
the Blackstone hotel on Miami 
Beach, which was celebrating the 
anniversary of last season’s highly 
successful stickup, was robbed again. 














Downey’s Tonsils Take 
A Cut in Cleve. Hosp; 
Gertrude Niesen Subs 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 

Three hours before his first show 
at the RKO Palace Friday (16), 
Morton Downey was ordered by Dr. 
H. L. McNeley to St. Vincent's hos- | 
pital for an immediate operation to | 
remove infected tonsils. His con- 
dition was reported good yesterday 





Cold Waves 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 
Cold vibrations from refriger- 
ating machines in Pan Pacific ice 
skating arena resulted in a hot 
legal retort in Superior Court. 
Hugh MeNary, a neighbor, de- 
mands $2,500 damages because 
the undulations of the motor 
make him seasick in bed. 


TODD TO PLAY 
VAUDE AT 
NY. FAIR 


A variety revue policy that would 
include top names is being adopted 
by Michael Todd for the Hall of 
Music at the New York World’s Fair 
grounds this year. Producer, who 
shifted his ‘Hot Mikado,’ starring Bill 
Robinson, from the Broadway Broad- 
hurst theatre to the Hall of Music 
last summer, last week again signed 
for the Fair’s indoor auditorium. 

Todd is going the distance alone 
this time, and his revue will be a 
60-minuter that would change every 
four weeks with provisional dating 
of names when they would be avail- 
able. Marty Forkins, Robinson’s 
manager, who has a piece of ‘Mi- 
kado,’ is not in on the Hall this 
year. 

Two other spots at the Fair, which 
he would use for other type shows, 
are expected by Todd to be con- 
tracted for this week. 


Hellzafire’ Unit Goes 
Along Waiting for N.Y. 
Judge to Sign Ini. 























J. Levy last week (14) granted a 
temporary injunction to Ole Olsen 
and Chick Johnson, restraining 
Benny Meroff, Al Borde, Rex Weber, 
and the Century Theatre Enterprises, 
Inc., from the use of the title ‘Hellza- 
fire’ in connection with their show. 
The balance of the application to re- 
strain the show completely for al- 
leged plagiarism of gags and pattern, 
was denied. The injunction is sup- 
posed to hold pending trial, but up 
till yesterday (Tuesday) Justice 
Levy had not signed the order and 
‘Hellzafire’ is using that title at the 
Hipp, Baltimore, currently. 

Judge Levy's opinion stated in 
part: ‘In the circumstance here dis- 
closed, the similarity of the title 
‘Hellzafire’ to ‘Hellzapoppin’ is seem- 
ingly calculated to confuse and de- 
ceive the public. The defendants 
may not in this manner appropriate 
the established goodwill! of the plain- 
tiff's enterprise.’ 

Damages of $250,000 and a perma- 


;/nent injunction are sought. 





AWARD MRS. HODGDON 
$7,200 IN MATE’S DEATH 





(Monday). 
Palace was thrown into such a 
turmoil by Downey’s last-minute | 


|eancellaiion that Nat Holt, division | 
| manager, 
| hospital 

recover from the nervous hullabaloo. | 
| In answer to frantic SOS calls, Ger- | 
'trude Niesen, nitery and _ radio} 
isinger, flew in from Chicago to 
| pinch-hit for ailing Irishman. Missed 


felt like checking into a| 
bed next to Downey’s to} 


RKO booker who was killed three 
years ago by a New York City sani- 


| tation department truck, won a mid- 


Mrs. Jack Hodgdon, widow of the| heads of several 


AGVA Organizing 


—— 


4 A’s Board Asks Affiliates to Back 


Drive; N. Y. Local 


Election Slated for Sunday Next 





Move to enlist the active support 
of its affiliate unions in the d-ive to 
organize vaudeville houses. and 
niteries was taken last week by the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
through the board of its parent or- 
ganization, the Associated Actors and 
Artists of America (Four A’s). 

Action took the form of a resolu- 
tion, calling on the governing bodies 
of the affiliates to instruct their 
members not to accept employment 
in vaude or nitery shows unless all 
performers therein are members of 
AGVA._ Resolution was sent to 
Equity, the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, the Screen Actors 
Guild and the other affiliate groups. 
Early passage by the various boards 
is indicated. 

Under this ruling picture or stage 
names would be barred from mak- 
ing vaudeville or nitery appearances 
unless all those currently in the 
show belong to AGVA. Understood 
the intention is to hcve the order 
applied at once, but exceptions may 
be made where contracts for such 
dates have already been signed. 

In addition to the vaude-nitery 
appearance resolution, the Four A’s 
board passed a parallel motion to 
cover agents in AGVA’s jurisdiction. 
According to this ruling, the affiliate 
boards are asked to instruct their 
members not to sign vaude or nitery 
contracts unless the agents involved 
have obtained’ AGVA licenses. This 
resolution is also due for quick pas- 
sage and immediate application by 
the various unions. 

As in the first ruling, exceptions 
will be made covering existii con- 
tracts, but members will be instruct- 
ed not to sign new contracts or re- 
new expiring ones. There’s a time 
limit involved, during which the 
agents will be expected to reach 





N. ¥. supreme court justice Aaron : agreements with the union, but ac- 


cording to the resolution, AGVA is 
to determine how long that period 
will be. 


To Huddle with Roxy, N. Y. 


First active step in the vaudeville 
campaign will be the start of nego- 
tiations this Friday (23) with the 
Roxy, N. Y., for a contract covering 
that house. Union will lay particu- 
lar emphasis on the problem of the 
chorus there, as there were several 
complaints and disputes in that re- 
gard when AFA held the Four A’s 
jurisdiction over the field. Irving 
Lesser will represent the manage- 
ment in the huddles. 

AGVA’s national board has no di- 
rect knowledge of reported meetings 
on the Coast between the organiza- 
tion’s local officers and representa- 
tives of the musicians, stagehands, 
cooks, bartenders, waiters and culin- 
ary workers’ union. According to 
word from Hollywood, the huddles 
between the various groups are 
aimed toward a working agreement 
between them. AGVA’s national 
board gererally favors such local 
tieups, but it’s explained that any 
such agreements must be approved 
by the national] body. 








Meeting and election of officers 
'and board of the New York local will 
take place Sunday (25) at the Picca- 
| dilly hotel, N. Y. In addition to the 
affiliate unions, 
speakers will include John J. Sulli- 
van, of the New York Hotel Trades 


| Council, and Michael Carriga, of the 


trial settlement of $7,200 in her suit | pote) and Restaurant Employees In- 


court on Thursday (15). Justice 
Morris Eder halted the trial and the 
compromise figure was arranged in 
his chambers by the city’s counsel 
and John L. Backer, attorney for 


day (17) after nine days at the | two afternoon shows, but she got in Mrs. Hodgdon. 


ayan, Los Angeles, will be con- 
verted into a vaude unit, with 
Charles H. Allen booking out of New 
ork. A name will be added to the 
cast of virtual unknowns for the pic- 
ure-house dates. 
C llen is now also booking the 
Olonial, Detroit, and is on a hunt 
or name personalities and bands. 


Agents Draw Up Code 








on time for first day’s evening per- | 
' formances. | 
| RKO staff got ungrudging bouquets | 
from even rival managers for light- | 
ning-quick work in covering up the, 
emergency. With only three hours | 
notice, boys had all of Downey's 
billing down and new ads, lobby 
posters and marquee set for Niesen 
before her plane landed at Cleve- 
land airport. 





New Cleve. Spot 





Go 


Represent i i i 
ativ 
e Assn., organization of 


verning board of the Artists | Harry (Pony-Boy) Winezimmer, 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 


whose Avalon was one of the first 


night ork 10-percenters, met last clubs in Cleveland, is moving down- 

Graft (Tuesday) to draw the final! town and remodeling Kornman’s old 
of a code of ethics. | restaurant as an intimate nitery. 

Was expected that the board} Although selling half interest in 





con set a date for a general mem-| his Avalon, he intends keeping it 
rati 1p meeting of the agents to! going with Capt. Kidd’s orch and 
ty the code. | Harlem talent. 


Hodgdon, who was the son of S. K. 
Hodgdon, for years head of the 
Keith-Albee United Booking Office, 
was struck by the sanitation truck 
while crossing a _ street near his 
home. Police tests showed that the 
truck’s brakes were defective. 


Canadian Singer Held 


Buffalo, Feb. 20. 

Charge of illegal entry was placed 
Friday (16) against Hilda Murray, 
18, of Stratford, Ont., singing in 
Cafe Aloha as Carole Lynd. En- 
tertainer was remanded to Erie 
County jail in default of $1,000 bail, 
pending hearing on Friday (23). 

Immigration officers charged she 
entered from Canada via the Peace 
Bridge on pretense of a visit. Miss 
Murray said she had been employed 
in Buffalo since Jast May. 





| against the city in N. Y. supreme | ternational Alliance, who are expect- 


ed to pledge their organizations’ sup- | 
port to AGVA's cause. 

Unopposed slate of officers for the 
local election includes Phil Irving, 
president; Dave Fox, Peter Wells, 
Hazel Scott, Michael Lewis and 
Helen Sanford, vice-presidents; Billy 
Glason, recording secretary, and Sam 
Kramer, treasurer. Candidates for 
local board are Charles Arno, Henry 
Berman, Charles Honi Coles, Don 
DeLeo, Joy Dixon, Thelma Flowers, 
Dave Fox, Jack Gilford, Billy Gla- 
son, A] Hammer, Jack Hilliard, Phil 
Irving, Sam Kramer, Michael Lewis, 
Fred Pisano, Elton Rich, Ed Rock- 
ard, Helen Sanford, Hazel Scott, Al 
Shayne, Noble Sissle, Arthur Ward, 
Peter Wells. 


Sibyl Bowan vs. Non-Actors 


Sibyl Bowan, currently appearing 
at the State, Hartford, wrote Mon- 


| it had no connection with 
| Bergere’ and ‘Moulin Rouge’ units, 


nation of the ballot, could recognize 
only two names, adding that one of 
those is an agent. She demanded a 
union of ‘actors run by actors.’ Re- 
plying to the Bowan letter, members 
of the AGVA board stated positively 
that every candidate on the slate is 
an active performer, most of them 
veterans of vaudeville. Added 
Kramer is not the agent of the same 
name. 

Thomas E. Kelly, business agent of 
the United Entertainers’ Assn., local 
vaude-nitery performers’ union in 
Philadelphia, will huddle today 
(Wednesday) with Hoyt S. Haddock, 
AGVA _ executive-secretary, about 
affiliating his organization with 
AGVA. According to Haddock, a 
quick agreement is likely. UEA, 
which was formerly affiliated with 
the American Federation of Actors, 
had previously refused to join AGVA 
because of disagreements over au- 
tonomy and handling of its own 
funds. 

Nitery Deals Set 


AGVA last week signed a contract 
with Murphy’s nitery, Brooklyn, 
settling several weeks’ dispute with 
the management of the spot. Accord 
followed several conferences and 
stipulated that the union’s State La- 
bor Board charges against the man- 
agement be dropped. Pact with the 
Swing Club, N. Y., was also signed 
by union. 

Walter Ryan Colahan, who for 
some years has been compiling an 
index of legit, vaudeville and night 
club performers, etc., will be hired 
by AGVA to conduct research about 
the number of performers in the 
nitery-vaude field, the extent of em- 
ployment, wage and working condi- 
tions, etc., it was revealed Monday 
(19). Information obtained will be 
used in seeking to better wages and 
working conditions of the members, 
it is explained. 

AGVA board on Monday (19) is- 
sued a statement denying that the 
question of hiring Billy Glason as 
temporary paid advisor to Haddock 
had been discussed or voted upon by 
the board. Glason also disclaimed 
any intention of accepting such em- 
ployment, even if it were offered. 

Possibility of any action in regard 
to reorganization of the Four A’s 
along the lines of ‘one big union’ 
still awaits the report of Bernard J. 
Reis, the organization’s accountant. 
Report was scheduled for Feb. 15, 
but is now understood not likely to 
be issued for a week or two. Reis 
may go to the Coast to study the 
SAG financial setup, but that ap- 
pears uncertain. 

William A. Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, dis- 
closed Saturday (17) that he in- 
tends issuing a charter to Ralph 
Whitehead, AFA executive-secretary, 
covering workers in the circus, car- 
nival and rodeo field. Jurisdictional 
details haven’t been worked out, but 
it’s indicated the charter wil] not 
cover performers. 


Interstate Will ‘Clean 
Up’ A.B. Marcus Show 
Due to Nudity Squawks 


Dallas, Feb. 20. 
Interstate Circuit, which took paid 
ads in gazettes recently to stress fact 
‘Folies 








which raised nude censorship scare 
here, has booked ‘La Vie Parisienne’ 
for Majestic stage in April. 

Circuit insists the A. B. Marcus 
show will be toned down so as to be 
suitable for kiddies and such. Cen- 
sorship threat is currently being 
kicked around from police to wel- 
fare department and back as result 
of complaints over nudity in other 
two presentations. 
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Handin Renominated 


For NVA Prez Post 








The NVA’s nominating committee 




















| meetings were held, but on exami- | Gleason resigned as v.p. of the 


day (19) to the union, objecting to, Sunday (18) selected the annual 
the slate of candidates on the ground | slate of officers of the club, renomi« 
that it is not representative of the | nating Louis Handin, lawyer, for the 
real performers. She explained she | presidency. 

has been out of town when previous| Prior to the nominations, Billy 
club. 





VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


i 


Wednesday, February 21, 1949 























38 VARIETY 
MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Cardim, The Yacopis, Walter Cas- 
sel, Hilda Eckler, Carlos Peterson, 
Leon Fokine, Rockettes, Music Hall 
Glee Club, Corps de Ballet, Music 
Hall Symphony Orch, with Erno 
Ronee conductor; ‘I Take This 
Woman’ (M-G), reviewed in VARIETY, 
Jan, 31. 





It’s not exactly a grand slam that’s 
here this week in the form of four 
scenes around spades, diamonds, 
hearts and clubs, but it makes a 
game easy enough. Leon Leonidoff 
is the stager, a crack hand at getting 


the most out of what he’s doing, and | 


the talent comes out all right, failing 
to go down for a set. 

.. The first scene is ‘Spades.’ Ballet 
girls wheel out card set-pieces that 
are slightly triangular in shape and 
would be kind of hard to shuffle, but 
the gir's only have to stand ‘em up. 
Ballet lassies are costumed as queens 
of spades and do a dance mechanique 
that is cute, but they've been seen in 
better routines. pen 
ing, however, is excellent, as it is 
down the line. 


As a topper for the inaugural suit 


in the Hall’s deck of cards, a trio 
works as king, queen and jack. They 
are Hilda Eckler (queen), Carlos 
Peterson (king) and Leon Fokine | 
(jack). An admixture of dancing 
and acrobatics is the basis of the 
number. Fokine stands out, especially 
with his ‘cuts,’ beautifully done. | 


On to diamonds, with special music 
and lyrics by Maurice Baron and 
Albert Stillman, the glee club sings a 
number anent Diamond Jim Brady, 
with Walter Cassel teeing them off 
ona solo. The costumes are adorned 
with sparkling glass and the effect is 
fitting, if nothing else. | 


Theatre’s scenic designer provided 
a drop for the glee club, reproduc- | 
ing diamonds from the ace to the 
10. But he forgot to put the figures | 
9 and 10 on the top corner of those 
two cards. 

Cardini is ‘clubs’ without any help 
excepting a lady assistant. He could 
work a little farther downstage, since 
it-is not easy to appreciate the nice- 
ties of his superb technique from as 
far back as the mezz. Cardini works 
with gloves at the beginning in card 
sleight-of-hand, doffing them when 
he shifts to cigarets, matches, hand- 
kerchief, etc. He's as slick as any 
in the business, an oldtimer at his 
skillfully-developed art. 

More card set-pieces figure for the 
finale, which includes the Rockettes, 
Yacopis and for the polish-off, the 
entire comvany. Yacopis, seven 
men, one woman, have hearts all 
over their costumes, which would 
look good for the circus, too. This 
week’s dance of the Rocks was 
staged by Gene Snyder, and while it 
is a neat routine, it’s along orthodox | 
lines. 

Show is tight and held down to 35 
minuies. 

In addition to feature, new release 
of March of Time (‘Vatican of Pius 
XII’) and organ solo, 
orchestra offers a splendid arrange- 
ment of George Gershwin music. 

Char. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Feb. 19. 
Bob Chester Orch, with Dolores 
O'Neill & Al Stuart, Red Skelton 


with Edina Stillwell, Sybil Bowan, 
Holmes & Carter, Sam Kaplan 
House Band; ‘Chasing Trouble’ 
(Mono). 





Flyweight bill feeds the costumers 
a steady diet of laughs for the 
major part of its 70 minutes. Bill is 
excellently paced but badly booked; 
with the Bob Chester orch, which is 
carrying the major marquee lure, 
are three turns, each comedy. Even 
the band supplies a comedy number. 

_Bulk of the entertainment is car- 
ried by Red Skelton, who is spotted 
three times. His informal chatter 
and impersonations put him in solid- 
ly at the outset. Excellently emcees, 
too, and is extremely personable. 

Divertissement gets underway, fol- 
lowing an overture by the pit band, 
after which the curtains part on the 
Chester aggregation theming out. 
Crew than hits out hard with ‘In the 
Mood,’ which bears a striking simi- 
larity to Glenn Miller’s arrangement 
of the tune. Band consists of four 
rhythm, five brass, and five sax in- 


Seore for the open- | 


the symph' 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


ng on Carter and Holmes, male 


| bringi I 2 
/comedy knockabouts who click with. 


|hand-to-hand stuff, takeoffs on a 


—_— -——— 








| session: and a finale Tyrolean dance, 
with one of the partners dressed as a 
redhead femme. A solo unicycle 


a 
STATE, N. Y. 


-_—.. 

















cluding the batoneer. Latter when’ My Baby Smiles.’ 
not fronting the band either joins. 
the section or solos, 
and’s reputation is meager here, Summer,’ ‘Al i 7 
being known only to the super jitter-. ‘os Ge Gen’ tee 
bugs, and is plenty satisfying to them | 
only. Displays expert musicianship 


ae sections with emphasis on do some solid sending with a trio on 
g. 





On state throughout, 
opening, the band presents its num- 
bers as_ interludes between acts. 
Vocalist Dolores O'Neill sells two 
numbers, ‘What Else Can I Do’ and 
‘Want the Waiter.’ Encores with 
‘I'll Get By.’ A band novelty, led by 
trumpeteer Al Stuart. is well done. 
Band boys, with phosphorescent 
canes and derbies, line up on stage 
as Stuart vocals 
Street.’ 
of the lads is good for laughs. 

Skelton out next for his stand- 
ard doughnut dunking act, which he 
sells to the hilt. Intersperses same 
with clever patter and is off after 


| 


after the | 


| 


‘Sunny Side of, 
Purposeful missteps by one) 








the wings. Wood. 


different 












. = te! tur j isley and | , 
d wrestling bout.| Doroth Lamour, Dick Stabile! turn fills in between the risley and! John Boles, Ci r 
| Sicelton ey again for om 9 Barry Wood, Dean Murphy, the dance skit. awe vee milking ' Frank Gaby, Frank’ Conte. h, 
more patter and a demonstration of Three Wiles, Johnny Drake, Ralph | their clowning w cee en , | Sunny Dale, 3 Cards; ‘The ne with Hore 
‘television procedure. Impersona-| Fay, Globe Trotters; Sidewalks of| | Rodeo Rangers ta N P agen 4 | Daughter’ (M-G). armer, § Fred | 
‘tion of an announcer demonstrating | London’ (Par), reviewed in Variery,| for regulation hillbilly stuff, plunk- | _ Russel 
‘a particular type of gin is a killer Jan, 24. | ia, ous oe, —*| coe ge rig 
‘and leads him into a drunk act.) = S 4 6 , ,uaning around Sister’ 
Fades into wings as he brings ond There's plenty of show here this wasnt son Se ee Ri Bm weg po dy oe Overtime § 22% 
| Sybil Bowan. : -chandises | week and it doesn’t cost the bosses | ra atured by the bullfiddler, who also (15) final performa nsday nights as 
Impersonator easily meerenens ‘id. . their bankroll to put it on. The bite vi ooks the banjo in the finale med-| getting into stride nth was slow in 
her product. Has the audience hold-| i, $19,000, but much of this goes to| ey"CrwGwanee, ‘Mocking Bird’ and | ance Trg Snir ang eS Bg 
‘ing their midsections with her take-| norothy Lamour, who's cashing her | 07 a tae Bene” Gne of the bare | have ureved y strong and shoyg | way 
offs on a Swedish concert soloitt, &| check for $4,000. Many shows here) 2) '.ctar Dust’ on the violin. Girl | 4 nh -agerigs- bree 
/Cockney bathing beauty. — TS: | have hit the payroll harder but not so - os in an tne an ‘oe is | Audience was in the mood to Berke 
F. D. R. Her Carmen Miranda Is a jany have stacked up so well and Pays accordion - ae the headliner, John Boles, or } chestr 
weakie. . . not featured. Act is smartly and | phim when he barit PS, eave | the w 
—— played so smoothly, and, at the same ritoned ‘One 
Back again is Skelton for a sesh |; : a ‘colorfully costumed, works like a from “The Desert Song’ One’ § rating 
| of crossfire patter with Edna Still- time, so forcefully as this one. ‘radio act and offers little that's un- Rita’ drew a fair bat pace cus" Rio | terest 
well. Demonstrates how small town! Bob Weitman, managing director qsual for vaude. The going grew better wae I cast. 
yokels buy candy for their gals,’ of the theatre; Harry Kalcheim and|  Brucettes open the bill with a soft- at the Gate for Katie’ vhi Waiting Thi 
“ood for laffs. Finale is the band’s' Harry Rubin, among others, have shoe military line routine, and close jg q siti Gieee oa ich he ferent 
‘St. Louis Blues.’ ___ {done a nice job all around, givinS with some appealing acrobatics. Girls 4 hick coat and derb ee was Nl 
At. show caught, Sunday night cute touches here and there to the} have a good idea but have not played pect Giickiee y hey liked him Calif 
. (18), biz fair. Eck. | somiotng. oor} — in great the routine enough to get the smooth- palance of the turn ‘Boe an the ]  greate 
| aap ae ai Freie intent | to score, earning several enter years 
; e rou s ur | accmmmenarceas best being ‘Chasing After Sunshine’ 0 
COLONIAL, DAYTON | is the succulent bait at the boxoffice | Ciro Rimac’s Lati anshine’ 1 came 
» Bea j at c’s_ Latin-Ameri } nate 
this week, there is added pull) CARLTON, JAMAICA chestra had the fi can or- | pard- 
—s : ahj fetes finale spot 
— through Dick Stabile, Barry Wood ° > ; e pot and | jocal 
Dayton, Feb. 17. | and Dean Murphy. The latter, a Pete od at os “ _ border | Heidt 
Martha Raye, The _ Lazanders, mimic, clicked exceptionally well.! Rita Rio Orch (13), Marie Wilson,' sends his bunch io, = re Rimac It 1 
Senor Wences, Sylvia Manon & Co.' Stabile is doubling from the Essex Toby Wing, Sonja Sorel, Hilton & dl hat’ ss merican | put o 
(4), Jack Williams; ‘Money to Burn’) House, while Wood is from the Hit peill, Sylvia & Clemence, Faith Might’ just os well’ oe going 
(Rep). Parade program, where he has Bacon. ; > with ‘ the 0 
—-—-- ‘ , | eeeeee something of a following. | Of otutt gol Test. eine ype perh 
Martha Raye, making her first Last year he had a band of his own . ‘ : ‘ _ lie Boy f its 
personal here, wows ‘em, combining at the Claremont Inn, on Riverside! Whoever put this boring hour and ea ee Pay Conchita areM®® phe | 
her bag of tricks with fine show- Drive. Murphy, far from unknown, 15 minutes layout together forged ihe Sollee he aaum On te — She of T bat 
manship and timing in pacing this was here four months ago. |the links while keeping in mind the hip swayers ever, and she a for bi 
entertaining unit. She even had the| Miss Lamour played the theatre novelty of Rita Rio's all-girl band, the time kept by the gourds, bongos Ly 
customers clapping hands in a Jive | in hh h . ee » bongos that : 
q : |last summer in hot weather and a, son! and whatnots Novelt : 
session, and that’s something with a! sarong. but for Stabile and Wood, the name appeal of Marie Wilson | Tike To Do M Washi 7 nen quali 
usually cold opening day audience in ji’; their first. visit. The band and Toby Wing and the nudity pull | wucic Plays’ al For ¥ “% the cated 
Dayton. ‘leader, who plays a_ great sax, of Faith Bacon, but forgot the most | Break My Neck’ have ori inal Ping and « 
She pounds away at top speed, and | doesn’t break it to pieces, opening | important ingredient—entertainment. | tongued titles, and hey liven ithe aa 
the patrons were plenty reciprocal.’ the show with his quartet (Johnny What was offered for four days, | 5.4 : e comb 
Opens singing ‘Want Waiter’ and Drake, Ralph Fay and Globe Trot- Thursday to Sunday (15-18), was a ~~ outfit 
leads into ‘Three Little Fishies,’ as | ters) turning ‘Bluebirds in the Moon-| lineup that just managed to get by | Frank Gaby always was and still | provi 
her six-year-old niece _ supposedly | jight’ into a harmonic delight. Rann | with an audience which, like the is one the topnotchers among ven- solid 
would sing it. Next is ‘I Can't’ a sweet one, follows with ‘Indian Flatbush, the teeoff stand in_ the triloquists, and his contribution He 
Dance’ and then the concluding jive} Summer,’ including Stabile on the | Brandts two and a half week, New | Scems to be the most entertaining on | much 
session. ; 'sax, and then the Three Wiles, mae | Seek circuit of combo houses, the | bill. Using the mike probably Hao 
, ges lie “— es 2 elty dancing trio. go to the pant. /eemee Soeur’ anything in the pe eed peg a mogg” Gaby ute ak Lg 
ent performances a fous Their chance before the eyes to) suise of vaudeville. . m 
audience approval, leading off with’ wooden French soldiers for a nov-! Miss Rio's crew backed the turns | Of what laughs the show provides, | garbl 
the Four Lazanders, three acrobatic ejty hoofing session gets them off and took a crack at several sets on its -_ for ee the cracks -, 
men and a girl. Senor Wences, vet | strong. . ‘own with an annoying brand of 2 out Charlie McCarthy _ register eat 
ventro, also goes over. His first} Stabile’s band transforms itself, music, not quite as poorly delivered best. Gaby’s dummy refers to Un 
° . . ~é a > < = : > - ® - SH $ Fy 
stunt is fashioning a dummy by using jji0° 4 sax aggregation of 10 men,| though as some other similar groups. oe as being the cheapest kind of we 
his — “a, Soeee = WN = with a light filter adding to the ef-,Its leader's torso tossing, ete. up paren — pep agpcge phon One ae | 
— vithi aaa ir ki ed 2 fectiveness. Then it's Wood, with his | front is in the same category. More G,) or “Geb “— o 8 ‘t . ‘ e Siste1 
ead within a box, and picking UP 4) ineratiating personality and songs.|often than not her squeaks and api raby has another air reter- 
telephone, he has a crossfire conver- : ae te cacy POREL i ; ses ence, a gag about broadcasting at | down 
: Page hiz f li A| While Wood is no Melchior on voice, | Squirms here looked and impressed! ~~ the 1 ing. O Rec 
sation that is a whiz for realism. he gets a lot from it and. when /as sillier than Miss Wilson sitting on | *'% '9 Me morning. Un fourth, he 
bit of plat ling tops the act | ’ ivi ray was received rell that he’s sure to } Matti 
it of plate Juggting tops . ‘caught, was. forced into an encore.| the stage giving an imitation of a.) “* pane 50 We nat He's sure © 
Sylvia M d Co., three fellows be welco q band 
ylvia — an a hazardous| On top of a verv neat arrange- Woman taking a bath. And that, for “";, a Cor no ge a a a pated 
and Miss Manon. ao oF the. Blue | ment of ‘Chiri Biri Bin’ for the band, | ‘his particular stretch, was a high in tough ‘spot, for his gaus are too | SUrVi 
8 anf a snq incongruity. Later in the show the 6. . S Gags 3 : 
Danube.” Jack Williams m.c.s en-| Murphy shows up. He goes on and} py. reine gg Ww +g familiar. Sunny Dale is with him | there 
gagingly and does a wide variety of |0n with his impersonations. but the ag’ pons Aa on ells 9 spotlighted | snd she’s mostly decorative until the | Lows 
taps. An old-fashioned polka is| folks liked it, and they pulled him: ..) a Oey a tous 2" Chaplin imitation, when the duo get | lence 
: ; So : : ps struments to the mike for imitations | ~_ ' : ee 5 
tapped out in a series of changing | Out again when he should have been (+ tandout male musicians. It was P!@yfully rough. Chaplin bit is easily ] Poser 
steps and a jitterbug session to the | almost halfway to Philadelphia, Some hein Sls am Aedes was ‘the best thing Conville does. The 9 nova 
“i ad e lof his impressions aren’t so hot. others | !%e” that the reason for poor ensem- , ’ ee camila ter: |] 
strains of ‘Snake Charmer of Old edad ., ble pl a te Three Cards, somersault specialists, ; 
eee are nifties. But generallv his = e playing became apparent. Of a : ‘gd a Cc 
Bagdad’ winds up the act. Kany. pn * mel idfire —- : “lef > ma-' trombone, clarinet and two trumpet Whose standout feat is a full twister lo. 
stamens St eae oP antreainen | breaks, one of the latter, a short} into a barrel, open. =. h - 
| abile hits the highest note on! aning : ba amass Show génerally impresses as being ono! 
LYRIC INDPLS | the sax in a solo of ‘Body and Soul’ Bluec’ = b gen A ven dl — too long on male performers, and Ba 
’ ' |and Miss Lamour winds up, singing | ever. ‘the band easily got b 44 - nai lacking sex appeal. Ibee. ently 
----—- \‘Let’s Dance,’ ‘Cigarette for Two,’ | , homme pg A nls Mes d eg ot oan larity 
tad is Ped. 16 |‘Peanut Vendor's Sister,’ ‘This Is the | pega — so no more could be time 
ndianapolis, Feb. 16. | (Soret = aes > 49 asked. ids in the balcony made 
Beginning of the End’ (from 20th-| 44; ; SHUBERT CINCY num| 
Benny Goodman Orch, Helen For-, ’ & ; ‘1- i that clear when the_ inadequate ’ 
rest, Toots Mondello, Ziggy Elman,| §2%4,, rl erga Dance With! drummer took a ‘hot’ break on nd 
Gene Sheldon, Gloria Day; ‘Wolf of | or an ®, —— . | ‘Honolulu.’ a Rio, too, uses con- Cinci Feb. if Fo 
New York,’ (Rep). | eavitar Sar z temporary Ina Ray Hutton’s gag of tmemnati, reo, 44. is us 
er Far Pix. ; |changing dresses between acts. Johnnie (Scat) Davis Orch, with “a 
| niece Miss Lamour has more poise and!Some of ’em would blind a sunrise Julie Sherwin & Bill Owens; Beverly bie 
Benny Goodman still rates among pay Sag ee better ig she A a for color. Roberts, Wally Brown & Annetie effec 
the tops in swing with undeniable | song Bog Dence With a Devil’ Sonja Sorel, passable tapstress, was = y vide Pid Van, owe, a = of a | 
rhythm in every arrangement of the/| is particulariy good. and is well 0% and off quickly with an ordi- (Pac) rnold; ‘Neighbors Carte ners 
band, and audience reaction indi-| done. ‘Cigarette for Two’ is another pond A ag oe yng et nee (Par). ‘ ches' 
‘cated the appeal of the Goodman|0Utstander. She wears a nice, white | OT” 5 © UGS SON ane Fatsy Vel are | 
re : man! sown throughout and there’s a cute | teamed in the second slot for a cross- A fairly pleasing hour's show but | offst 
music at this catching. Gray-haired finish as she goes down with Stabile | fire of gags from way back which wanting for a b. o. name, Each of the adde 
couples look at each other in won-|and the elevated pit. Show runs 51/|€licited occasional response. Ma- extra four acts shared applause Ba 
|der when the brass first bellows| Minutes. being tight. | terial lacked punch and often dipped honors with Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis blue 
early in the show on ‘Don't Be That| ,Don Baker has a nice pop mu- | into the blue, a fault apparent not headlined band at the Friday (16) and 
Way,’ but before the closing ‘Sing sical organ interlude ahead of the | only in that turn but also in the fol- supper-stanza catching. Mov 
‘Sing, Sing,’ all heads are nodding in| Unit. Char, | lowing stint by Miss Wing. Davis maestroes his 12-man combo | are 
|rhythm, while toes tap in time with SeaceieecareaRaiaa _— Wing’s er of origi- = a style, and helps matters = 
the melody. Of course, the jjitter- |nal tunes, poorly delivered and none along with his personality. nye 
,bugs take it particularly big, Sven KEITH’S, BOSTON | of Ratares 3 might a suitable | ge a. middles aod cone aa 
out with whistles and shouts at the | | material for a nabe house. Too, she With scat-type tunes. Best ellor per 
first note of one of their favorite | ———- _  |delivered songs and what few lines this line is the closing ‘One O‘Clock CISI\ 
: : patta | Boston, Feb. 15. | us i - ; ye j ‘ ’ i its his high in dis- we 
aeisuen of aac Webk. salvo of ap- i Sic Senastionsl ee eet ! -aeagt y ane ie Raseenian oiee tinctlve “om vonage. "Onty three ling 
: ; C llentine Vox, with ‘But- ws ine ove OE ick , an ra 
In the 57-minute bill, plenty of; tons’ & Ruth Denning, Curley Clem- ae me sisi — ee wee a tion, 
time is given to music. In addition! ens & Rodeo Rangers (4), Buck & Miss Wils Ce notes. His pianist does a hot job of H 
to the numbers already mentioned,| Bubbles, Larry Flint House Orch: nave lison, as expected, ran .oioing and Davis’ brother Arthur | tute 
the four rhythm, three trumpets, | ‘Money to Burn’ (Rep), ‘Hidden En- through a routine based on her jose a aly) i A intagns® th 
three trombones, and four saxes go| emy’ (Mono). ’ a | ‘dumb’ roles in pictures. Act ap- “= call for single NO ai righ 
| out of this world on such favorites as | —— peared as a duller repetition of the Sherwin and Bill Ps Miss Sher- Pari 
'‘One O'Clock Jump’ and ‘Gone With At the Anish of the worst blizzard Hilton and Dell bit earlier through po hm an ote teggen : p hee | 
Prva Wind,’ — original. Ziggy |in decades, the midnight train from tage | Miss — stooge for the slippers in. Pov auaihers for juve 
Iman comes down front with a tor- | Ne *k arri 7 & short of iim player. rew a few seemingly ° 4 " ene s 
rid trumpet on Duke Bilinaton’s ‘Bos | » hd York arrived only a short time unintentional giggles at the mead effect, but stunt misses fire. Doe 
) y| before the opening of this week’s : ; : Lilacs in Rain,’ ‘Oh, Johnny’ and 8 
Meets Horn’ and Toots Mondello bill. Fortunately Buck and Bubbles | COMCerning golfing lessons by saying yawaii iece that's floppo. She is 
|gives a life-like impression of Ted were among the arrivals, for they |S0mething about ‘out on the golf fact ge gy ech od returns. 
‘Lewis singing and clarineting ‘When | saved the show. a , NY a “co eet That part of lg ens pear barhenh i ‘H 
Customers sleeping off the rig _N. Y. is still buried under last week's | . - and tinea Ore 
Siten Cursiek siiae Wiens tes elie Tere ane ~ de th ooeee oF | snowfall. Whole turn added up to! a Rape 0 You Are’ and ‘Spring Wy 
;good response, including ‘Indian nen romped on for their show- | gs Mia a . or — — lhevatiy. Roberts is the best char ee 
stopping turn in the next-to-fini . tv too strong to a, hit this in ai 
Ft gg Fete he Sea.’ Down in| Spot. tN oda back their Wundaea ey a aca pial ray A A Agee” y Sat 
e bill, Lionel Hampton comes on|&48s. Bubbles sings a parody of yivia an ‘lemence supplied g ; scial high-class 
Stage with a colored guitar player to| ‘Havin’ Any Fun?’, with a Harlem | What little entertainment there was, aterial pe pare the most on of it. ¥ 
slant, and Buck toots hot licks on a| Pair’s unison tap-knockabout type of Her pipes are satisfactory, too. cent 
‘World is Waiting,’ and with a sextet trumpet for an encore. First time turn is well done almost all the way. Clinches with a Paree-on-para 
/on ‘Stardust.’ Alternating between he’s trumpeted onstage here, though | Rope-skipping taps in near perfect piece and a patriotic see-America- prey 
| vibraphone and drums, he sticks| he’s been heard hot-licking it back- | Unison drew a deserved applause re- first ditty nok 
bey pay curtain. Through- ae Lg Ag shows. Buck’s viano ag — their clever mayhem near Lewis and Van, neat in tails, = Viot 
‘out a is Goodman paces the show | S°lo of ‘Oh, Johnny’ is a highlight} *2¢ close earned a solid bowoff i si ous heel- ae 
‘modestly, and Bubbles’ eccentric bucking is | und of appreciation. be Pd posta Signe ery on danc- | _higt 
| Show carries two acts, Gloria Day, sag vs as usual. ; : Miss Bacon was on and off quickly ing mat and miniature staircases to ne 
| who does two taps in the deuce spot . be entine Vox, with his dummy | with an interpretatve fan dance, the score. P “ 
to nice effect. Gene Sheldon fur- uttons,’ in the trey, holds up his | interpretative part of which was lost Wally Brown is socko on laughs er 
nishes comedy with his fooling on posse Re vgn clicking with the cigaret-|on the major portion of the audience. with a monolog jumble. All of his 0 
the banjo, being joined later by oe coon and drinking while working |It was a smoothly executed piece stuff is clean. For a finish he brings ene 
femme for good pantomine giggles. ee eer — Denning assists on| combining grace and some appeal.|on diminutive Annette _ Ames he 
| Set is nicely lighted and hung. using * singi a end. making best impres- | Appeal was made clear when some clown on crossfire and singing. s 0 
a change of backdrops and effective sion vocaling ‘Baby Face to the ac- goof on the shelf let loose the burley Howe, Hi and Mary Arnold, me we 
overhead spots. oo of the dummy’s whist- Helen dg: Meg ‘Take it off.’ Miss Bacon in tails and Miss Arnold 1 rie 
A ° ° . ra 4 8 
Biz good at third show Friday. ieiaihihe deh Waite. iin: ites gan the turn encased in a white most of her eye-appealing M* ,.: at 
st .. deuce, er | gown, shed in a , -eshing!) e 
Kiley. some laughs with their etenle clliey ee ere, Ot Dies Sa acre turn tants ile Feqy 
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0 Wednesday, February 21, 1940 : 
pARAMOUNT, L. A. [r#Picly., sproutin = VIEWS VARI 
stuff, but a sen Ae Familiar ETY 39 
at hand. of the purpose ROXY, N. Y t 
rch, H ag Feb. 15. Nice reception here for M pie pine Rea hy Jerry Bresler, Davis’ own 
i i c i 2 ; , LA 
“1 pea Lowry. Frankie Carle, ‘oe = oe ae hebry 4 — poll out z oster Girls, Pegleg Bate oad go Meg : on = om F TBUSH, B’KLYN 
Russell, Bobby Hackett, Red Fer-|drummer. | Fast ebeating by the | pay) eters Sisters, Three Swi s,| Capped because apron mike w uld t 
rington, Bob Knight, Four Le Ahn by four of th session of tumbling | y Ash's House Orch; ‘Of Mi wifts, | work, forcing couple of ouldn’t; Buddy R 
- rt Carney, Berni piggy e girls from the li Men,’ reviewed i , ice and form from acts to per- idy Rogers Orch ; 
an] BBG “Drove Salers: Green Hel pliation as The Fou Bu oS Cl rete dnge Sen nya Her ane i Mert 
our Buster Browns own front. E arther | B , NOS aymond, M: 
sht’s (U). hold pace. Succeedin ‘Te. Seve E e - Even so, practical] allero, Bob Howard , Mare 
ae dian S , g vocal of ‘In- n people in th verything clicked nicel Y | shorts rd, Norma Gallo; 
Y in i , _ Summer’ by bandsman th do much to diminish the acts don’t} Biz off, wi —-° and newsreels F 
and. Horace Heidt has travelled a long provides background f €N the R iminish the vastness of , Self , with burg still digging it- ‘ 
he was first caught dy with or some come- _ Roxy stage thi s of self out of biggest ge 
vulg | way since ught by |4y with a hoop by the W ne~ | variet is week, but the | burgh’s hi gest snow in Pitts-| H 
ARIETY at the Campus theatre in contrasting duo of ynn Twins, | ; y part of the program, e gh’s history. Coh = arry Brandt, who h 
eley, Cal., back in 1 | mi o of rotund giant and | 7° 45 minutes, i n, consum-~- 1 OTE ohen. | stumping around’ as been 
lake ne o. ts vaine Pe gg aes 5 also garner laughs in dental, aah oe te inci- position to the ‘Neel — in Op- 
so Rg today, with a high radio | out. i dan ant e of lay-|Oftice lures” | ‘ne Bde ber TOWER, K. C VOCRRENE Guctla” Ai this vere 
ng, mostly due to nationwide in- joi or loose- ure. ‘ oment, in fac r vod 
Rio ee in man's ‘Pot of oe oot. ? om ape fied — Atkinson. |» bedi s little dressing to thi Ronste i up ata sssalnet dhleint at too mcr 4 
ing cast. over which Heidt presides. wth « Gee te s,s off hog edie production cana J Des Bestor rk win hen e . virtual = variety of outs oo 
; Thirteen years ago it was a dif-| bit along with : udience ; orful, though’ si -!| Johnny Russell, M ny Lee, y tearing his Brook! 
says eidt band. ith the line of eight. routines of the h simple, | Tan ssell, Maury Cross; Alic filmer apart. yn vaud- 
S| se eyo Unie f| meme, SEP Coote Si es ie aioe er barney, Grant, House Lin,|, Thursday night (36) it enpeaved 
California students, who for th routine of j ‘ nds and a} Ss. owever, when the 1 “ ). ’ een Hell’| though half of it anpeaied as 
the ter i . ; e of juggling next, all of whi | off the sta : atter are : a goodsized house h 
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Kaufman Gets Posy From Hart For 
Subbing Ailing Woollcott in Dinner 








Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 


When Alexander Woollcott’s pipes 

clogged up on him a few hours be- 
fore curtain time Thursday (15) at. 
the Biltmore, and the SOS went out 
for a volunteer to step into the row- 
dy Sheridan Whiteside role, the oc- 
casion gave George S. Kaufman the 
opportunity to indulge his none too 
secret passion to flaunt his thespian 
prowess. He knew the lines he and 
Moss Hart had thought up, of course. 
ye could do a bit of mugging if re- 
quired. He had the aplomb and the 
savoir faire, and a certain amount 
of experience from having inserted 
himself in smallish roles in several 
of his previous plays. So what could 
he lose? 
“The Kaufman performance in the 
spot temporarily vacated by Wooll- 
cott because of a bum larnyx goaled 
’m. Only about 75 customers de- 
manded their cash back when Moss 
Hart made the announcement of 
emergency substitution—and they 
were from the gallery seats. 


Hart, in his most persuasive man- 
ner, told the customers that some- 
thing always was happening in the 
theatre to make it thrilling and ex- 
citing. If it wasn’t John Barrymore 
it was Woollcott. This night Wooll- 
cott couldn’t go on; Kaufman would 
do the part. There was polite ap- 
plause—except from the 75 who had 
come to see Woollcott or else. 


Kaufman had ’em from the time 
he wheeled out the chair and 
whipped off the first bawdy line. 
His technique wasn’t Woollcottian, 
nor yet Woolleyan or Webbian. But 
the psyches of none of these worth- 
jes need have squirmed at Kaufman’s 
labors in joining the little band of 
Broadway, Chicago and Los Angeles 
Whiteside immortals. Kaufman gave 
—and gave good. 


A Posy From Hart 


Those who had emitted a prelimi- 
ary ‘aw’ changed their tune to an 
admiring ‘ah’ by the time the play 
was only fairly well started. When 
it ended Kaufman received an ova- | 
tion. Modestly he declined a curtain 
speech. But he did accept, with 
graceful gesture, the single posy (it 
looked genuine from out front) 
which Moss Hart, his collaborator, | 
handed him as a token. 


The lanky understudy for Wooll- 
cott changed just one line of the 
play to fit his own physique—the one 
making reference to the radio com- 
mentator’s fluffy shape. It was al- 
tered to coincide more nearly with 
Kaufman’s more perpendicular an- 
gles, The picture colony liked the 
performance immensely. The house 
continued to be jammed, despite a 
few more walkouts during the fol- 
lowing night and the Saturday 
matinee, Altogether the Biltmore 
Management figured it didn’t lose 
more than $100 because of the emer- 
Eency substitution. 

Kaufman has played minor char- | 
acter parts in several of his other 
thows, but this is the first top role 





Whodunits Coming 


Broadway, which has seen only 
one mystery play this season, ‘Mar- 
gin for Error,’ will get two more 
within that many weeks in March. 
They are ‘Goodbye in the Night,’ 
which George Abbott brings in 
March 13, and ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ 
presented by Gilbert Miller, opening 
the following week. Abbott’s is an 
American. story, Miller’s English. 


SHUBERT -GALLO 
MIAMI SHOW 
QUITTING 


The open air operetta revivals pre- 
sented in the Stadium, Miami, will 
be abruptly discontinued Thursday 
(22), at which time the ‘season’ will 
have consisted of two weeks. Lack of 
patronage was evidenced soon after 
the presentations began. Weather in 
the Floridian spot is blamed for the 
failure, vacationist and _ residents 
being forced to wear overcoats fre- 
quently of late. It has been one of 
the chilliest seasons in the history 
of the resort. 

Revivals were presented by For- 
tune Gallo and J. J. Shubert. It is 
not the first time the duo’s outdoor 
ventures have run afoul of bad 
weather. In the summer of 1938 they 
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FAIRS 600 NEW ACTOR-JOBS 





WILL CAST v00 


Frisco Fair’s Patriotic ‘Amer- 
ica’ Cavalcade Will In- 
clude 250 Performers in 
28 Scenes—Eastern Expo’s 
Show to Cost Around 
$500,000 and Seat 7,000 








BOTH FAIR-FINANCED 





Indications are that the New York 
World’s Fair will provide more sum- 
mer jobs for actors, particularly 
legiters, than during the first season. 
Most populous of the new attractions 
arranged for to date is now called 
‘American Jubilee,’ expansive plans 
for which have been announced by 
the Fair management. Show, which 
is to use 350 people on the stage, was 
first referred to as a ‘Cavalcade’ and 
is to occupy a large space at the 
southern end of the amusement zone. 


Other major concessions using 
many persons are the Aquacade and 
‘Railroads on Parade,’ due to repeat 
last season’s performances with some 
changes, especially for the former. 
Equity had jurisdiction over ‘Rail- 
roads,’ which used around 250 people 
| including many extras, and the same 
arrangement will probably be re- 
| peated, but it is not certain about 
| ‘Jubilee,’ which is not yet classified. 
| Reason is that it is framed as a com- 
| bination of drama spectacle, vaude- 
ville, and ballet. Show is expected 
'to use a liberal percentage of stage 
| players in addition to specialty per- 
'formers and dancers. 

Largest revolving stage yet de- 





NYS JUBILEE’ | 


Agents’ Committee Meets With 
Equity on Clearing Up Chaotic 
State of Legit Casting Business 





Durante, The Executive 


Jimmy Durante went to Hollywood 
last week to attend to personal af- 
fairs, but is due back in New York 
March 15, approximate starting date 
of rehearsals for ‘Keep Off the 
Grass,’ a Lee Shubert-Harry Kauf- 
man revue, 

The Schnozzle recently played 
several neighborhood vaudfilm dates 
around N. Y. 


CODE SOLONS 
LET UP ON 
NEWMAN 


Moderating its attitude toward the 
Newman agency, the New York 
ticket code enforcement board vir- 
tually reversed itself after levying 
heavy penalties against that broker, 
| charged with what are regarded as 
|minor infractions of the rules. When 
charges were first ‘disposed of’ the 
agency was fined $250 and ordered to 
post a compliance bond of $500, 
which it refused. Second complaint 
resulted in another $250 fine to save 
face, but both pena’ ies were techni- 
cal since the payment wa~ ‘suspend- 














A committee representing legit 
casting agents discussed ways and 
means with Equity Friday (16) on 
how to correct what has developed 
into a highly complex condition in 
their business, Those who have 
checked on the situation describe it 
as chaotic. The casters for some time 
have been asking Equity to change 
its agency rules and raise commission 
for securing engagements from 5% 
to 10%. It’s certain such action will 
not be taken without the assent of 
Equity’s membership. 

It was made quite evident that 
| there are too many agents on Broad- 
way, just as it is believed there are 
,too many ticket brokers for the 
number of attractions playing. How 
or whether the casters are to be 
weeded out will be a problem for 
Equity officials to handle, for the 
actors’ committee, which delved into 
the matter, finds the solution too 
difficult. It did arrive at the con- 
clusion that the ethics of the agency 
procedure must be cleaned up. 

Stated that when legit was at the 
peak during the late '20’s, a dozen 
agents covered the field. Now there 
is a comparative horde. Equity 
through its permit system licenses 22 
currently, with eight others having 
the privilege of working through 
licensees. Thére are alleged to be at 
| least 10 other supposed casters, who 
| have no standing with Equity, who 
|manage to plant people in some 
manner. Of 17 license requests on 
hand, the Equity Council yesterday 
(Tuesday) granted six. Those re- 
ceiving franchises include Paul Scott, 








|spots, but previous summers at Jones | can 


suspended such showings at Jones | vised is planned for ‘Jubilee,’ which 
Beach and Randall’s Island, shore | is to have a stage opening 300 feet 
resort especially having an unusually | wide. Stage itself is to be a covered 
wet period which forced cancella- structure, the audience section to be 
tions of performances and led Equity | protected by canvas, seating capac- 
to consider revising the play or pay ity to be 7,000. Attraction will be 
rules for outdoor performances. The | adjacent to Fountain Lake. Marine 
Gallo-Shubert outdoor activities were | amphi-theatre which houses the 
affected by adverse weather in other | Aquacade and is also on the lake 
seat around 10,000 persons. 
Beach were reported quite profitable. | Libretto for ‘Jubilee’ is formally an- 
Opinion was expressed that oper-|DOunced to be written by Oscar 


Hammerstein, II, with Arthur 
ettas were hardly the type of amus- | : Bigg Mx 
ment for people who winter in | Schwartz doing the score, although 


(Continued on page 44) Jerome Kern had first been men- 


wae some talk that Billy Rose 
Philly Ch estnut Stre et and the ‘Railroads’ management look 
Opera House Joins The 
Brigade of Parking Lots 





upon ‘Jubilee’ with some disfavor. 
Rose claims he had an agreement 
with the Fair that his Aquacade 
shall not be opposed by another 
large girl show. It’s denied, how- 
| ever, that ‘Jubilee’ is to be so classed, 
it being planned as a panorama of 
American events. 

Harvey Gibson, exposition chair- 

(Continued on page 44) 








Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 


The Chestnut Street Opera House, | 
scene of many dramatic triumphs 
since the ’80s, joins the march of 


Philadelphia’s ‘ghost theatres’ which 
have beeen turned into parking lots. 
Early this week demolition of the 


opera house will begin. Within the 





: Music Corp. of America, Dorothy 
ed’ by the board. | 
Again Gustav A. Gerber vigorous- | ee ee Lee, Betty Raskin and 
ly defended Newman’s, the attorney : 

declaring the action of the e..force- Some ‘Muscling In’ 

| ment group in exacting penalties Practice of a number of agents 
‘on that kind of evidence’ was ‘not | sending people to producers without 
conducive to the or rJy finctioning | knowledge of the types sought has 
of the code.’ He expressed the opin-| riled the actors. So many players 
ion that the manner in which the | have turned up at theatres where 
board has been acting points to chaos | casting is being done, that the stages 




















rather than business-like proceed- | resemble times when chorus calls are 
ings. Gerber threatened to pull out | issued. Claimed that producers are 
(Continued on page 44) | much annoyed over the efforts of 
| such casters, whose activities are re- 
€ : d ? C Q Actors contend that agents should 
hil ren ast uery represent them, not attempt to be 
partial to the producers, which is in- 
| dicated to be so in some instances, 
? | 

Barrymore 5 Non-Mats) membership is in the lower salary 
; brackets, an important factor in the 
matter of boosting the commission, 
New angle in connection with sal- | Understood the casters would be sat- 
|star arose last week in connection | for such players, however. It has 
|with ‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco,| been intimated many times that the 
N. Y. John Barrymore emerged | better paid performer who gratui- 
isans matinees, and it’s understood | others who may pay more than the 
| the supporting players were paid established rate, are favored by 

|six-eighths salary. Inquiry as _ to| casters. 
j their right to receive full pay was Evasion of the rules has been dif- 


| garded as ‘muscling in.’ 
Short Payoff Due To 
| Figures indicate that 90% of Equity’s 
ary liability during the illness of a isfied to continue the present 5% fee 
from a hospital and show relighted, | tously pays a higher fee, along with 
'made at Equity, but no complaint| ficult to detect and there has been 


wright 


he’s done. Coming off he was cool 
#8 @ cucumber. It isn’t every play- 


who provides himself such an 


next few months it will become part 
of a chain of auto parking lots, the 
same fate that was meted out to the 
Broad, Garrick, Adelphi, Lyric, Ca- 
sino and Arch Street theatres. 


ON ‘BALT PLAY) «= 





| talk of putting teeth into the regula- 


Matter appears to be controversial. | tions. One of the matters in which 
Management contends that Barry-| both sides were in agreement at last 
more’s physician ordered him not to week’s session was the 20 weeks per 


actor-proof role as Kaufman and 
Hart wrote into ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner.’ 





Roth Draper’s Tour 
Nets Red Cross $16,250 


C Toronto, Feb. 20. 
heck for $16,250.26 from Ruth 
- aper, as net proceeds of her four 
be trans-Canada tour, was re- 
ived here by Norman Sommerville, 
Chana nationa! chairman of the 
jan Red Cross. Tour arose 
lade monologist’s friendship with 
pe Y Tweedsmuir, widow of Can- 
A $8 late Governor-General. 
CCompanying letter read, in 











rene have been very happy dur- 
h e Past four weeks, knowing 
in th was doing my utmost to help 

e€ relief work carried on by the 


Toss among the fighting forces 


The passing of the Chestnut leaves 
only the Forrest, Locust and Erlanger 
in this city for legitimate shows. 
Only the first is being used with any 
frequency. When it is lit, shows 
take the Locust as second choice. 
The Erlanger hasn’t Seen used for a 
legit production since the ill-fated 
tryout of ‘John Henry.’ It is consid- | been recalled to Hollywood by WB 
ered more or less aS a ‘Jonah’ by | for new writing assignment. Shum- 
theatrical men due to its location, far | lin lost no time, assembling cast be- 
off the beaten theatre track. fore Saturday matinee ag gi 

hestnut was owned by the U. | rehearsals right up to curtain ime. . 
ot tonne to whom it was| Need for plenty of work on ‘Bali 
left in 1898 by Col. Joseph M. Ben-, was apparent right after opening 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 
Herman Shumlin, producer-direc- 
tor of ‘Male Animal’ and ‘Little 
Foxes,’ arrived here Saturday morn- 
ing (17) to take over staging of Wal- 
ter Huston’s ‘Passenger to Bali’ from 
star’s son, John Huston, who has 


nett, wealthy clothing manufacturer. 
Previous to that it was the Academy 
of Fine Arts, the Standard and the 
American Theatre. In 1922 the house 
was purchased from the University 
by the Shuberts, but they returned 
it last year by defaulting payments 
on a mortgage. Besides legit, the 
house was also used for roadshowing 
of films, among them ‘Grand Hotel,’ 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and ‘The 





of the Alli shay. ; 
tims of aged oo the civilian vic- 


Great Ziegfeld.’ 


here and tryout tour has been ex- 
tended for another two weeks. Play 
was scheduled for Broadway March 
5, but it'll go to Philadelphia for a 
fortnight after Boston. 

Understood there’ll be one major 
cast replacement, with Colin Keith 
' Johnson slated to withdraw. Efforts 





| were being made to get either Mau- | 


' rice Coburne or Ian Hunter, of the 
‘films, for his role, that of a ship's 
‘ captain. 


play matinees and therefore the} 
short payoff was proper. If claims | 
are filed, case will probably go to ar- 
bitration. One matinee is being 
played Thursday (22), with two 
afternoons regularly starting next 
week. 


Woollcott’s ‘Dinner’ Goes 
To Philly Next Sept. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ headed 
by Alexander Woollcott, current at 
the Biltmore, Los Angeles, will open 
season of 1940-41 with seven weeks’ 
run in Philadelphia in September. 
Coast company, after three weeks 
here, plays week of one nighters into 
San Francisco, where it will stick 
for two to four weeks, then goes 
linto northwest as far east as Salt} 
|Lake and returns here around mid- 
‘dle of May. 











season guarantee provision, which 
allows for the higher commission 
during the run of the play. It will 
be dropped as being out-moded. 
Agreed, too, that a plan will be de- 
vised to better agency conditions and 
to tie up the legit end with Holly- 
wood engagements, 

Casters present were William More 
ris, Jr., George Goldsmith, Sam 
Lyons, Jane Broder, Lester Shurr 
and Mark Hanna. Joe Vitale was 
| chairman of the Equity committee. 





BUCKS CO. STRAWHAT SET 

Bob Street, New York salesmana- 
ger for WCAU, Philly, was named to 
the board of governors of the Bucks 
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa, 
last week. He is one of the original 
stockholders in-the strawhat. 

Street takes the place vacated by 
playwright Kenyon Nicholson who 
was forced to resign inasmuch as 
he, with Theron Bamberger, N, Y. 
legit p. a. will be operator of the 
playhouse this summer, 
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Employe Taxes Hit 


Rep Performers 


Via Gov't 20-Week Limit on Mgrs. 








Lincoln, Feb. 20. 
Tent and circle stock performers 
are taking a Governmental rap start- 
ing as of this month, as many reper- 
tory managers are laying off to come 
under the 20-week annual operations 


limit at which they can dodge em- 
ployment and social security taxes. 

Situation is this: If any manager 
hires more than eight people 20 
weeks a year, or more, he comes un- 
der the employment and social se- 
curity demands, which are too rough 
for the average stocker in the small 
price field coupled with the normal 
biz risks. 

There are several tent rap outfits 
in the midwest putting out a No. 1 
and 2 show, which keeps the em- 
ployment up over the allowance. 
Some of these managers have been 
going winter and summer, winter on 
circuits in opera houses, making 14 
burgs in as many days, or a repeat 
play every two weeks, which keeps 
the actor busy the year around. 

Caught in the Government mill 
last year, many of these multiple 
show gents have decided to tie up 
in the barn until spring when the 
tent can be hauled out. Summer, 
with picnic and fair dates helping, 
can be laid out in 19% weeks, or so, 
using one, two or three shows, ac- 
cording to the tent reppers’ under- 
standing of the legislation, then shut 
up, and the Government dig is 
evaded. 

It means the performer, instead of 
being helped, outside of what he can 
pile up for unemployment compen- |, 
sation, is to go on an enforced 32 
weeks of vacash, which is a hard 
blow, considering rep salaries. Some 
of the shows have been able to op- 
erate without interference, business 
having been so bad they haven't 
been bothered. However, some of | 
those caught doing good to fair biz 


»™ 
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Haila Stoddard Out Of 
‘Deck’ for Appendix Op 


Haila Stoddard, who was to have 
played in ‘The Burning Deck,’ which 
is slated to open at the Hartman, 
Columbus, Thursday (22), was taken 
ill and rushed to the hospital for an 
emergency operation Monday (19). 
Actress, who is the wife of Jack 
Kirkland, had gone to their home in 


Bucks County, Pa., over the weekend 
and was to have entrained to Colum- 
bus from there shortly before being 





stricken. Opening stand is the home 


town of Andrew Rosenthal, play’s 
author. 
‘Deck,’ which is the first presenta- 


tion by Jack Small, has had principal 


woman trouble since starting re- 
hearsal. Helen Claire and Madge 
Evans stepped out, with Miss Stod- 
dard replacing. She and Kirkland 
recently returned from a cruise. 

In New York it was said that the 
show would open as planned with 
an understudy in the part. 


GOETZ’ PLAN TO BRING 
‘PEOPLE’ EAST SNAGS 


Reports from the Coast indicate 








that plans of E. Ray Gvetz to bring 


Meet the People’ to Broadway have 


been snagged. Revue, which is mak- 
ing a run of it at the Playhouse, Los 
Angeles, had been mentioned for the 
Henry Miller, N. Y., but that house 
is now slated to get ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment,’ which Gilbert Miller has in 


in larger towns have been cracked| rehearsal. Latter piece is a melo- 
and are now being watched closely.| Grama, original of which is playing 
It all adds up to the performer be-| j, London. 


ing in the middle. If he’s in a bum 
show that isn’t paying off anyway, 
he’s having enough trouble getting 
along. If he’s in a good outfit, in 
paying territory, and the manager 
gets nabbed by the Government 
boys, he'll do the fold within his 20- 
weeks, and the actor is still in the 
grind. 


N.Y. TAX ADDS $3,000 
TO LTC’S HEADACHE 


Among the expense items not fig-| 
ured by the Legitimate Theatre| 
Corp. in connection with the tour- 
ing of its four companies was New 
York state unemployment insurance. 
Amount payable on the casts of 
three shows which were withdrawn 
ig $3,000, plays being ‘Golden Boy,’ 
‘On Borrowed Time’ and ‘What a 
Life.” LTC’s first season, with the 
insurance coin included, is around 
$38,000 in the red. 

New York’s security laws stipulate 
that unemployment tax shall apply 
to all employees of enterprises origi- 
nating in the state, so that all road 
shows are required to pay the levy, 
whether appearing within its borders | 
or not. In the case of LTC, most 
of the stands played were distant, 
two of its outfits going to the Coast. 
Only winning attraction of the outfit 
is the tour of Eva Le Gallienne, ap- 

earing in Ibsen plays, star still be- 
ng on the road. 


Refugee Czech Comics 
Stage Play in Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 

George Voskovec and Jan Werich. 
Czech comedians and producers 
whose Liberated theatre in Prague 
was padlocked by the Nazis last year, 
arrived at Play House to begin re- 
hearsals of their own play, labeled 
‘Heavy Barbara,’ for a mid-March 
preem. 

Frederic McConnell, director of 
Cleveland’s ace repertory theatre, 
cinched arrangements for their initial 
appearance on an American legit 
stage last spring when they were 

















years. 


also ‘The New Yorkers.’ 


Goetz was abroad for a number of 
He produced the successful 
musical ‘Fifty Million Frenchmen,’ 
Prior to the 
extended European jauit he readied 
a play called ‘Star Dust,’ but, after 
it was cast and entered rehearsals, 
it was abandoned. Claims for two 
weeks’ salary were filed with Equity 
and have not been paid, the amount 
being around $8,000. Stated that be- 
fore he can stake over ‘People,’ some 
arrangement satisfactory to Equity 
will be required whereby the ‘Star’ 
claims are liquidated. 

Further reported that another 
management may take over ‘People’ 
for the eastern showing. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Ladies in Retirement’ — Gil- 
bert Miller. 

‘Lady in Waiting’ — Brock 
Pemberton. 

‘An International I.cident’— 
Guthrie McClintic. 

‘Higher and Higher’ — Dwight 
D. Wiman. 

‘Goodbye in 
George Abbott. 

‘The Weak Link’—Chester Er- 
skin, Phil Adler. 
. ‘Leave Her to Heaven’ — 
Dwight D. Wiman. 

‘Worth a Million‘ — Jackson 
Halliday, John Kenley. 


Berle Turns in His 
Notice, ‘Lawyer’ To 
Close Soon on B’ way 


Milton Berle, lead in ‘See My Law- 
yer,’ at the Adelphi, N. Y., has turned 
in his notice, so the comedy will 
close in three more weeks unless a 
tour can be booked. Comedian, who 
is on a sliding salary arrangement, 
figures the show would gross more 
on the road than the $5,609 or $6,000 
weekly it’s been drawing in New 
York. In that case his salary would 
be higher out of town. 

Since his Saturday night radio 
series has gone off the air, Berle’s 
sole income now is ‘Lawyer’ and, at 
the nominal salary he receives as 


the Night’ — 











grosses, he feels it’s not worth his 
while to continue in New York. Ab- 
bott is now understood to be try- 
ing to obtain bookings for a road 
tour. 





Ballet Theatre to Renew 
N.Y. Date at St. James 


Ballet Theatre, which recently 
closed a four-week engagement at 
the Center, N. Y., has taken over the 
St. James, N. Y., for an extended run 
beginning late in March. Troupe 
had previously been announced to 
tour, but that plan has been aban- 
doned. 

Stay at the Center, which drew 
marked press attention for a new 
organization, went heavily into the 
red, but nevertheless. did better than 
had been anticipated. . Management 
had figured on a heavy loss for the 
engagement, but the idea was to 
build the company for ensuing sea- 
sons. Estimated that the outfit has 
already involved a loss of nearly 
$200,000, but its principal backer, 
Lucia Chase, one of the leading 
dancers, is reported to have told 
members of the company she will 
bankroll it for at least two more sea- 





sons. 





Inside Stufl—Lesit 





understood to have been somewhat 


to attract such producers as George 


chair, Webb, not to be outdone, met 


week, being informed of the event 








making a lecture here. 

New play takes its name from 
World War’s Big Bertha. Dealing} 
with invasion of small European | 
country, it is their 25th play deco- 


more than 300, 


financial backer and owner. 





rated with some of their own songs, 
but done in English. 


With the entrance of Elaine Barrie into the cast of ‘My Dear Children,’ 
Belasco, N. Y., her husband John Barrymore’s contract with the show is 


revised. Reported that he now gets 


10% of the gross, 242% under the share received previously, but the pro- 
vision for 50% of the profits remains as before. 

Miss Barrie’s salary is $500 weekly, the same figure she received when 
originally in the show and paid her weekly up to the first of the year after 
she withdrew. Doris Dudley, whom she replaced Thursday (15), had a/| 
| sliding scale salary arrangement. 

Barrymore has apparently fully recovered from exhaustion which forced 
him into a hospital for five days. No matinees were played last week, but 
at least one will be given this week on Washington’s Birthday (22). 





Chicago company of ‘Life With Father’ at the Maryland in Baltimore 
last week hung up a record-breaking gross for that house. 
is successful determination of producer Oscar Serlin to book independent 
of the United Booking Office by utilizing indie houses out of town as well 
as in New York (Empire) and Chicago (Blackstone) for his legit efforts. 
Maryland, under direction of Leonard ‘Chum’ McLaughlin, has been able 


Also pertinent 


Abbott, Herman Shumlin (‘The Male 


Animal’), Katharine Cornell, Gilbert Miller and others, in spite of prese 
in Balto of the Erlanger-owned Ford’s. , . an 





Upon his arrival in Chicago last week, to begin his appearances at 
Orchestra Hall, Burton Holmes, the lecturer, who broke his leg in Finland 
last summer while gathering material for his travelog on that country, 
visited a matinee of ‘The Man Who Came to Dinner’ in a wheelchair. 
After the performance he was rolled backstage to congratulate Clifton 
Webb who, in the role of a world-famous lecturer who has fractured his 
hip, is forced to appear in a wheelchair. 


r. As Holmes appeared in a wheel- 
him in his’n. 





Owen Davis, most prolific American dramatist, had his 66th birthday last 


by his sister-in-law. Writer at first 


questioned the date, but he verified it by looking in ‘Who’s Who.’ 
Davis does not know the number of plays he authored. Various estimates 
have been made and one, published some time ago, placed the total at 





Although the Shuberts (Harry Kaufman) will present the new 
w Al Jolson- 
Ruby Keeler-Martha Raye stage musical next fall, ae 


Jolson is the major 


Jack Yellen and Sid Silver i 
the book; score by Rodgers and Hart, te ere authoring 


a result of the comedy’s modest} 
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Plays Abroad 





























as he ‘guides’ foreigners t 
DROLE DE REVUE sights of Paris during a "blackane 
(‘FUNNY REVUE’) ; He is even more amusing as ac ut, 
Paris, Feb. 6. |turier named Lucien Lecourt, Ou. 
Revue in two acts (23 scenes) by Albert | introduces some very int and 
Willemetz_ and Pierre Varenne; produced | and practical wartime d eresting 
by Mitty Goldin; staged by Hemdey; music, | ¢¢ Idi © dress models 
Goldin and Lionel Cazaux; costumes, Max | f0r soldiers on leave who haven't 
Weldy; sets, : Lavignac, Fellesri. Durand, ~—_ me ber lose.’ 
Malatzoff. the » Paris. Juvalies rates with a fin i 
: : which he tries to clear up ry fn in 
Mitty Goldin has succeeded in put-/that is baffling him. A friend : A 
ting together the cleverest and best| yises him to point to whom ~o ll the 
staged revue presently in the now| ¢considers guilty and to shout ‘lke he ‘ 
lightless capital. He has a battery|everything.” He doesn’t ehenr ne " 
of marquee names to draw from, in-| own mystery but obtains strange + 
cluding Duvalles, O’dett, Mauricet,| sults, “His maid breaks do a tak 
Felix Oudart and some lesser-known admits she has been robbing hi and § 
luminaries, all of whom deliver. It’s| along, a friend admits that oo all My 
a typically French show. been saying scandalous things phen der 
Although it gets off to a 1ame start| him and his mother breaks down - het 
and ends just as badly, the in-| admit that he is an illegitimate pa 
between is amusing and witty, and) and that the butler is his father son we 
the song numbers, old and new, are| He is just as funny as the ‘G sh¢ 
above average. Goldin’s ‘Tango de! dian of the Sausage Balloon’ ban pel 
la Nuit’ is the best new song of the| is sent up nightly over Paris. See 
show. The eight Parisian Beauties |of the cracks are obvious’ "* ‘ 
are a far cry from that and their) O’dett draws some of the best a (61 
dancing talent leaves very much to/|plause, impersonating an old make sti 
be desired. : 7 on a binge. He winds up the skit $ 
The big click is the ‘Marriage of| by collecting hats from among th wi 
the Plague and Cholera,’ with O’dett| women in the audience (ineludi e ca 
as Hitler and Oudart as Stalin. With} Mistinguett’s at show reviewed), ja ng ni 
the Nazi-Soviet pact as its theme, the | ming them on his head and making az 
skit is timely and ends with Hitler | extemporaneous cracks about th * (8 
losing everything and having his George Dorliss’ leupevennasin, lef 
brown shirt substituted for a red/| are well done but a repeat of a simi- i 
one. It doesn’t always follow the | lar act given at the same theatre . in 
historical account, but ‘it’s amusing | few months ago. ‘From the ntl oy 
es ; : . | Cordiale to the Sentimental Union’ 
; rilliant monologist Mauricet, in| appeals, with Oudart and Viviane = 
Paris at Night,’ draws many a laugh |Gosset ‘as a British Tommy of the be 
last war and French girl meeting du 
B’ R ae ee nr to fall ~ love all tin 
C in. ave excellent sing. 
way eview 7“ — a * 
Even Chopin gets a nod, with € 
THE UN Cc ON UE E Michel Parme singing several of his pe 
Q RED numbers, Lina Lerina toe dancing ga’ 
Drama in three acts (10 scenes), adapted to the tune of others with the line gr 
by Ayn Rand, from her own novel, ‘We the hovering in the background in its we 
Living.’ Directed by George Abbott, with | Most graceful and best-gowned num- 
settings by Boris Aronson. Presented by ber. Ravo 
George Abbott, at Biltmore, N. Y., Feb. 13, i 
"40; $3.30 top ($4.40 opening). 
—e pepesassvessths crannies — Tone C’E e Hi ‘ | 
4 OVAICNSRY ..-ceccccvesess . 
Upravdom coco cn"pema,| © Etat Histoire De Rire 
Tra APROUNOVA..ccccccccesses , € ’ 
Student ! eee eeecccccecceces ‘Kids medhamaeas CHS Was Just oo b 
Comrade Sonia... pameersee Georgiana Brand Comniy ta tines eet as ee 
Older Examiner. ....ccccccJc Ascher Smith | fOW: Presented by Alice Cocea and Roger 
os { 8; y Mme, ocea; setting: 
Malashkin pt catwskionty: x idwin Philips on Monin, At the Madeleine, Paris: 
Comrade Bitiuk...ssssse+--..+.- Ellen all | Gerard Barbier........ Awl 
= oa de Ppa tnd ic ee Adelaide adalah “tis tee 
ee Ag acne revert er eect CCB | Jules Donaldo.....ccccccccees Pierre Renoir , 
Stephan Timoshenko......--. George Cotton SANRe DEBIBe. .. + +200 coescer cs EMnE Tone 
Karp Morozov............ eward Preeman pe ng Reema seeeees Fernand Gravey ye 
Antonina Pavlovna...,........ ‘Lea Pe ow legates dhts enn sercanhes . 
. —,.........: a shen ee PUNO 0:45 es cece ecdeeveceres Rosine Derean ro) 
Assistant G.P.U. Chief....Frank O'Connor — ing 
Party Club Attendant......... George Smith A royal flush! One of the best to 
INGIBNOOE cosiededesceses Ludmilla Toretzka | constructed and best acted comedies Bi 
: or seen in Paris in several years, and a ve 
As a pare We the Living’ was a/ natural for Broadway and London an 
best-seller. But apparently it’s one/ after a few minor alterations to ste 
of those stories that can’t be tran-/| bolster the third act and some other Ti 
slated into theatrical terms. Or at} changes to meet censorial approval. | 
least it has defied Ayn Rand, who} Subject is light and amusing, with in 
wrote the original book. Despite all| just enough drama to keep the audi- its 
she and George Abbott have been| ence down to solid ground. Should oF 
able to do, it remains stubbornly un-| have a long, successful run. ar 
moving, remote and uninteresting. Along with Alice Cocea as femme Ss 
has nothing for Broadway or pic-| lead are Fernand Gravey (Gravet to 
tures. Like the other Abbott pro-| U. S. audiences) and Andre Luguet, 
ductions this season, it has been/both known to Hollywood. They m 
backed by Warners. . speak excellent English, and any ex- by 
Script of ‘The Unconquered’ was/| portation of the play would be en- ty 
brought to Abbott by Eugenie Leon- | hanced by taking along the two male $1 
tovich. With Miss Leontovich in the/| leads to carry the same roles. ‘ 
lead, he tried it out in Baltimore and,| The play is full of original ideas ye 
after an ominous opening and all| and contains an inexhaustible fund 
sorts of mishaps through the single} of satirical humor, dealing with ly 
week, he took it off for rewriting and | marital infidelities and the comic in 
recasting. ” consequences that evolve as _ they ca 
Apparently it’s been somewhat im- | affect two friends (Gravet and Le- st 
proved in the meantime, particularly | guet), but from different angles. la 
in the casting. But it’s still such a| Leguet’s wife (Cocea) has left him 
stolid piece that second-guesserg may | for her lover, while Gravet elopes te 
wonder what Abbott saw in it in the | with another man’s wife. fi 
first place, or why he persisted in Gravet’s characterization carries a 0! 


putting it (and himself) through the 
production mill for retakes, The 
triangle plot of the girl, the G.P.U. 
officer and the decadent aristocrat 


fresh, boyish quality. It’s his first 
return to the stage after seven years 
in films, but his absence from legit 
shows no ill effects. Luguet gives 8 








under the spirit-crushing Soviet 
totalitarianism, still plods along with 
only occasional animation. 

_As the G.P.U. officer, Dean Jagger 
gives force and conviction to a part 
that has little but sincerity. John 
Emery creates an admirable air of 
disillusionment and weariness as the 
aristocrat, and Arthur Pierson is 
properly treacherous as a crooked 


suave, finished performance, first as 
the cocksure, then the miserable, an 
finally the happy, victorious hus- 
band. Miss Cocea shows her usual 
talent and gives a very sophisticated 
touch as the wife who seeks the un- 
usual, is bored with the ordinary, but 
eventually realizes that, of the two, 
the latter is more practical. Pierre 
Renoir, as husband of Gravet’s mis- 


Soviet politician. As the girl of un-| tress, makes a brief but striking aPp- v 
conquered spirit, Helen Craig gives| pearance, handling a very difficul B 
a poignant quality and personal radi-| role easily. Jules Mercanton is 8 h 
ance to a part that must have| cinema draftee and does well. Minor al 
seemed nearly three-dimensional in| roles well handled. Ravo. 7 
script, while Ellen Hall is a lifelike —_— u 
minor official and Howard Freeman ® ti 
is a sleek grafter. Boris Aronson’s| Gaynor-Furness Musical i 
settings are worthy of a better play. : b. 20 | 
Strange thing about Abbott. He Pittsburgh, Feb. 
first clicked as an author and direc-| Deal made here last week between si 
tor of dramas and melodramas and | Charles Gaynor, songwriter and lyr- a 
only in comparatively recent years! icist, and James Furness, who was C 
has he veered to the comedies that/|in town as stage manager of Walter 
have brought him his greatest suc- | Huston’s ‘Passenger to Bali,’ for | 
cess. Now he seems to have mislaid| two of them to work on a musical P 
his former feeling for drama. In the : ’ ‘Hot January.’ - 
last few seasons he has made numer- Suen Oe tovten’s peey, see oe I z 
Prefs ce wy , ; They’ll start just as soon as Gaynor r 
¢ pts in serious plays, includ- : 
ing such efforts as ‘Sweet River,’ ‘An- |Teturns to New York in another few n 
gel Island,’ ‘Brown Sugar,’ ‘Primrose | 4ays. 
Path’ and now ‘The Unconquered.’| He's currently in Pittsburgh supet- 7 
Every one of those attempts was a vising his original revue, ‘Thank 


failure, most of them being the direst 
sort of flops. Even ‘Primrose,’ which 
came nearest to clicking, won most 
of its attention on _ its 
touches, 


Your Stars’, which winds up four- 
week run at Pittsburgh ye yo 
|Saturday (24). Gaynor also did + 

Fane? | music for ‘Finger in the Pie,’ with 
‘ |book by John Monks, Jr., and Fred 
(Closed Saturday (17) after seven| Finklehoffe, which Eddie Dowling 
os printed for the rec-|held for some months “last season. 


we It’s still a Broadway possibility. 
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- ducers look for upturn and are con- 
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LUNCOLN -FORTE 
$18,000 IN 
CHICAGO 


nell tal atk, wits 
usiness held last week, wi 
eg Bon last night (Monday) get- 
ing its fifth house, the Blackstone, 
‘shted for the road company of 

e With Father.’ Oscar Serlin has 
taken over house on a 15-month deal. 
Selwyn continues with ‘Thanks for 
My Wife,’ with the producers evi- 
dencing that they will continue show 
here at least six weeks. Gross re- 
mained at relatively low figure last 
week, but the word-of-mouth on 
show has been splendid and may 
perk the take. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,” Grand 
(6th week) (1,300; $2.75). — Will 
stick until March 16. Held to strong 
$18,000 in nine performances last 
week, which is not much under 
capacity. Turn-aways on many 
7 Who Came to Dinner,’ Harris 
(8th week) (1,000; $2.75). Town’s 
legit leader by safe margin slipped 
a little, but still brilliant at $18,500 
in nine performances, with turn- 


Ss. 
ovThanks for My Wife,’ Selwyn (2nd 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Despite no ad- 
vance, show held again to $5,500, up 
somewhat from opening week. Pro- 


tinuing on for at least four more 


ks. 
woThree After Three,’ Erlanger (3d 
week) (1,400; $3.30). Fine show-time 
sale for the town’s only musical 
gave this one a comparatively okay 
oes last week at $14,000. One more 
week, 


DINNER’ TAPS 
LA. FOR 317,000 


Los Angeles, Feb. 20. 

Sam H. Harris’ coast production of 
‘The Man Who Came @o Dinner,’ with 
Alexander Woollcott playing the title 
role, piled up eens $17,000 on open- 
ing stanza and should hit merry pace 
for remaining two weeks of local 
Biltmore engagement. Woollcott de- 
veloped laryngitis late in the week, 
and Co-Author George S. Kaufman 
stepped temporarily into the role 
Thursday night (15), . 

‘Meet the People’ continues thriv- 
ing at Hollywood Playhouse. El Cap- 
iftan went dark after three weeks 
with ‘International Magicians.’ ‘Hit 
and Run’ (revue) closed at Mayan 
Saturday (17). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Bilt- 
more (1,636; $2.50) (1st week). Aided 
by swank preem, first six nights and 
two matinees pounded out sweet 
$17,000. Heavy advance indicates 
pace will be continued for remainder 
of run. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood (1,142; $1.50) (eighth week 
in Hollywood). Continues at near- 
capacity, with weekend biz especially 
strong. Piled up better than $9,000 
last week and sale continues heavy. 

‘International Magicians,’ E] Capi- 
tan, Hollywood (1,560; $1.65) (third- 
final week). Garnered okay $3,000 
on closing stanza. 

‘Hit and Run,’ Mayan (1,492; $1.65) 
(ist week). Drew poor $2,000 and 

uit Saturday (17) after little more 
than a week. House is dark. 


SNOW, CRIX HIT ‘BALI 








IN PITT; N.G. $4,000; 





; Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. 
No dice here last week for new 
Walter Huston show, ‘A Passenger to 
Bali,’ at the Nixon. Tryouts usually 
have a tough time of it in Pittsburgh 
anyway and everything was against 
Bali’ from the start. Notices were 
unanimously adverse and, in addi- 
new ran into worst snowstorm 
nN city’s history midway in its en- 
8agement to wind up on the ragged 
de of approximately $4,000, poorest 
& straight play has done here this 
cnn with one exception, Ruth 
hatterton’s ‘Tonight We Dance.’ 
, dvance breaks for Huston were 
Pentiful, but local public waits to 
a reviews before investing in 
enything without a Broadway rep, 
negates of the star. Tuesday 
ces aS a result killed any chance 
erent have had, with all of the 
a certain play can’t even come 
Se to making the Broadway grade. 


Eddy’s Big 6G in Port. 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 20. 





LEGITIMATE GROSSES _ 


VARIETY 











‘Virtue,’ N.G. $6,800, Hurt 
By Bennett’s Cleve. P. A. 


Cleveland, Feb. 20. 

Constance Bennett’s recent vaude 
p.a. at RKO Palace apparently took 
edge off her legit bow at Hanna last 
week in ‘Easy Virtue,’ which did the 
season’s thinnest biz. Grossing ap- 
proximately $6,800 in eight perform- 
ances at $2.50 in the town’s 1,435- 
capacity house, take was lower than 
below-normal figure of ‘Man Who 
Killed Lincoln,’ which had previous- 
ly grossed the least. 

Hanna is looking forward to a 
sockier current week by Helen Hayes 
in ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ which 
had $10,000 in advance mail orders 
a Sen st before her opening yes- 
rday (Monday). 


PARIS IN PHILLY 
LIVELY $24,400 


Philadelphia, Feb. 20. 
Despite some of the worst weather 
of the season, including a cold snap 
and a blizzard, legit biz was strictly 
on the up-and-up last week. 
‘Streets of Paris’ opened with a 
special matinee Monday (Lincoln’s 
Birthday) with a fairly good house 
and then bounced upward to real 
trade. Advance sale looked so 
promising that it was decided be- 
fore the end of the week to make of- 
ficial the third week for the show in 
Philly. 
Equally strong at the b.o. is ‘The 
Little Foxes’ at the Locust. Shum- 
lin production could also easily stay 
longer than two weeks. 

The Erlanger re-lighted last week 
for the Ted Shawn Dancers, giving 
three matinees. The biz was pretty 
low, but better than was figured by 
many in advance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Forrest (1,800; 
$3.40) (ist week). Very big after a 
not-so-hot start at the Lincoln’s 
Birthday matinee Monday. Over 
$24,400 not counting receipts for Fin- 
nish Relief Fund matinee which 
were reported over $1,200. Stays 
three weeks in all. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ Locust (1,500; 
$2.50) (Ist week)—Fine with $17,100 
and would have probably done bet- 
ter than that if not in on subscription 
prices of ATS. ‘Key Largo next 
Monday (26) for one week only. 

Ted Shawn Dancers rt langer 
(1,700; $2.50)—Nine performances 
and not so forte. Around $5,000 
estimated, but even that is a little 
surprising for dance programs, 


‘MIKADO’-ROBINSON 
HIGH $24,000 IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, Feb. 20. 

America theatre, burg’s sole legit- 
er, with ‘Hot Mikado’ and Bill Rob- 
inson leading the way, registered a 
new season b.o high last week with 
approximately $24,000 in the till. 

House was completely sold out 
after the Wednesday matinee, and 
the fourth balcony was dusted off for 
the feverish natives. It may _ be 
brought back for another run before 
current season ends. 

George White’s ‘Scandals’ moved 
into house Sunday (18) for week’s 
engagement. 


‘Hamlet’ Takes $25,000 
In One Ohio Week 


Cincinnati, Feb. 20. 

Season's best legit biz here for 
three performances was done Friday 
(16) and Saturday by Maurice Evans 
in ‘Hamlet’ tugging approximately 
$10,000. Saturday matinee was a 
turnaway after extra chairs had been 
placed and standees cared for in the 
2.500-seat Taft. Top was $2.75. 

Old carriage-trade era gave way 
to modern bus trade Saturday after- 
noon, when more than a score of 
buses were parked around the thea- 
tre. They carried students from 
Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky colleges 
within a 150-mile radius of Cincy. 
Set a new local high for this medium 
of patronage. 

‘Hamlet’ wound up an approximate 
$25.000 week here, having grossed 
around $6.500 at Indianapolis on 
Monday (12) and Tuesday, and close 
to $8,500 on Wednesday (14) and 
Thursday in Columbus. 


Blizz Dents Wharf 


Boston, Feb. 20. 

Among the property casualties of 
the terrific New England blizzard 
is the Wharf theatre in Province- 
town. High winds piled in ice from 
Provincetown harbor, crashing into 
the piling under the waterfront 
strawhat. 

By week’s end (17), the famous 


























Nelson Eddy. j . 
y, in one concert per- 
jormance Saturday night (17) at the 
a! auditorium, did turnaway biz. 
Toss was $6,000. 


summer theatre was bent in two, 
with the rear end partly sub- 
imerged. Looked to be headed out 


to sea if drastic action is not taken 
to salvage the building. 


‘Vanities’ 10!4G, Toronto 


A Toronto, Feb. 20. 
With citizenry here flush on war- 
time. spending money, Earl Carroll 
Vanities’ crashed through for ap- 
proximately $10,000 on Feb. 15-17 
engagement at Royal Alexandra. 
The 1,45l-seater got sellout busi- 
ness for the three nights and Satur- 
day matinee at $3 top. 


‘COLUMN’ GOOD 





” Boston, Feb. 20. 

Competition between ‘Night Music’ 
and ‘Fifth Column,’ two tryouts, was 
marked by a midweek blizzard and a 
complete victory for ‘Column’ as a 
b.o. draw. Latter pulled in surpris- 
ing business last ursday, matinee 
and evening, despite the many im- 
| aeete roads and blocked lines of 
ransportation to and from_ the 
suburbs. 

‘Column’ drew various ratings 
from the press, but the cash vote 
was on the strong side, with pros- 
pects rather bright for the Broadway 
invasion. ‘Music’ is being worked 
over and is shorter and smoother. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘The Fifth Column,’ Colonial (1st 
wk) (1,643; $2.75)—Got b.o. support 
well beyond the Guild subscription 
list in opening week here, $16,000. 
Very big upstairs biz. 

‘Night Music,’ Shubert (2d wk) (1,- 
590; $2.75—Enthusiasm lacking for 
this one, which left Saturday (17). 
About $5,000. 


DANCERS FIND TA BACKS 
HOTEL STRIKE IN MILW. 


Milwaukee, Feb. 20. 
Twice within the la few weeks 








‘dance troupes playing this town have 


run afoul of labor trouble that has 
hampered three of the larger down- 
town hotels since last November. 
The hoofers check into the ‘verboten’ 
inns and barely get unpacked before 
their managers, contacted by union 
reps, make them move right out 
again. 

Part of the 40-people Jooss Ballet, 
which played the Pabst theatre, 
checked in at the Kilbourn hotel this 
week. Phil Valley, business agent 
of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers 
local, picketing the place, had Jack 
Worner, local IATSE manager, talk- 
ing turkey to J. M. Mullens, manager 
of the troupe. Dancers, fearing 
trouble at the theatre, checked out. 
The hotel] management tried to hold 
the stage hands for a bill of $18.75, 
but didn’t get to first base. 

A couple of weeks ago Argentine 
and her South American rhumba 
and tango specialists, ignorin;: picket 
lines, checked in at the Wisconsin 
hotel prior to their performance at 
th: Milwaukee Auditorium, but they 
likewise checked out pronto when 
the stagehands’ chief got into action. 


‘Father’ Smashes Balto 
Record to Hit $16,600 


Baltimore, Feb. 20. 

Hanging up a house record for a 
$2.50 top scale, ‘Life With Father’ 
reached a near capacity gross at the 
indie booked Maryland last week. 
Engagement, a stop-over of company 
en route to Chicago, marked second 
local preem of the play, the Broad- 
way company having also made its 
bow in same house several months 
ago. Selling extra chairs in the 
orch. at $2.50 on weekend, comedy 
got approximately $16,600 against a 
possible capacity of $21,500. First 
visit garnered $11,000, also plenty 
profitable. 

In this week for its fifth visit here 
is ‘Tobacco Road,’ at Ford’s, while 
the Maryland is housing the annual 
visit of Columbia Opera Co., under 
direction of Armand Bagarozy, at 
$1 top. 











Lazarus’ Western Trek 


Milton Lazarus has completed an 
original screen story, ‘Old Hickory,’ 
based on the life of Andrew Jack- 
son, and leaves by motor this week- 
end for the Coast, where he'll try to 
sell it. He's also done his annual 
modernizing job on the script for 
this summer's operetta season at the 
St. Louis Muny. 

Arthur Beckhart, who did the Coast 
tryout of ‘The Male Animal’ lst 
summer, is planning an early spring 
presentation of the Lazarus comedy, 
‘Once Upon a Night,’ which was tried 
out last season in Baltimore and has 
since been rewritten. Lazarus ex- 
pects to remain west three or four 








months. 


$16.200 IN HUB 


B'way Weathers Storm; Children’ 
Big $13,500 in 6 Times, Two For 
Show’ OK $13,400, Dinner,’ $20,500 





Estimates for Last Week 

[Key: C (comedy); D (drama); R 
(revue); M (musical); F (farce); 
O (operetta.)} 
‘Another Sun,’ National (D-1,162; 
$3.30). Presented by Cheryl Craw- 
ford; written by Dorothy Thompson 
and Fritz Kortner; opens Friday (23). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th Street 
(llth week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Rag- 
snow storm last mid-week and 
resultant traffic conditions didn’t 
help attendance, but leaders were 
little affected; leader topped $30,000 


|good money; rated arounc $15,000 


again, 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (6th week) 
(C-1,964; $3.30). Among the stand- 
outs; laugh show strong in the agen- 
cies and standees in most perform- 
ances; rated around $17,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(46th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Hold- 
over coin-getter may round year’s 
stay, but slated to play several keys 
this spring; $16,500, excellent at this 
period of run. 

‘The Unconquered,’ Biltmore. Drew 
adverse press and was withdrawn 





again. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(74th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). 
than held its own, with g 
quoted around $29,000; ticket sale 
extends for three months. 

‘Key Largo,’ Barrymore (D-1,096; 
$3.30). (13th and final week)— 
Quoted around $10,000; goes on tour 
to Coast after scoring moderately; 
house slated to get ‘Passenger to 
ye! which remains out of town for 
a time. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (15th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30)—Nothing in 
town tops laugh show in point of 


demand and standees at all per-| 


formances for takings better than 
$19,000; road show in Chicago. 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (18th week) (C-1,012; $3.30)— 
Another comedy wow which packs 
‘em in all performances, with the 
gross $20,500 and more; road show in 
Los Angeles, 


‘Margin for Error,’ Plymouth (16th 
week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Has been 
climbing and takings last week ap- 
proximated $12,500; indications are 
for stay well into spring; road show 
in Boston. 


week) (C-1,077; $3.30)—Relighted on 
six performance basis last week (no 
matinees); capacity claimed nightly 
with takings $13,500. 

‘Night Music,’ Broadhurst (CD- 
1,142; $3.30)—Presented by Group 
Theatre; written by Clifford Odets; 
variously reported out of town; 
opens Thursday (22), 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Adelphi (21st 
week) (C-1,434; $1.10). Can operate 
to modest grosses; down around $4,- 
000 level; due off soon. 

‘Skylark,’ Morosco (18th week) (C- 
961; $3.30). Show’s star, Gertrude 
Lawrence, recipient of honors, with 
resultant favorable press helping to 


‘My Dear Children,’ Belasco (2d | 


Saturday (17) after playing seven 


| performances; next attraction, ‘Good- 
More | bye in the Night.’ 


TOSS | 


‘Time of Your Life,’ Guild (17th 


| week) (CD-956; $3.30). Among the 
|moderate successes; consistent! 
turning a profit; pace last we 


topned $9,000. 

obacco Road,’ Forrest (323d 
week) (C-1,107; $1.65). Longest stay- 
ing play on record claimed to be 
| turning profit most weeks, with tak- 
| ings around $4,000 level. 
| “Loo Many Girls,’ Imperial (17th 
| week) (M-1,468; $4.40). There was 
some improvement despite the in- 


| clement weather; of the musical big 


three; $26,000. 
‘Twe for the Show,’ Booth (2d 
week) (R-704; $4.40). First full 


week encouraging with capacity 
claimed on Saturday; gross quoted 
at $13,400. 

‘Two on an Island,’ Hudson (4th 
week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). Moved here 
from Broadhurst Monday (19); some- 
what affected last week, with takings 
quoted around $8,000; better sale 
new spot. 

‘When We Are Married,’ Lyceum 
(8th week} (C-1,005; $2.75). Low cost 
comedy operating on minimum sala- 
ries plus percentage; rated around 
$3.500 and can get by on less; cut 


rated. 
ADDED 

‘Reunion in New York, Little (R- 
532; $2.75. Presented by refugees 
from Vienna, with backing of group 
of business men; second edition of 
non-profit show opens tonight (21). 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (116th 
week) (R-961; $1.65). Garment 
‘union’s revue making exceptional 
run; said to make operatin a 
right along; approximately $8, : 

‘Juno and the Paycock,’ Mansfield 
(6th week) (D-1,014; $3.30). Little 
affected by weather; revival of Irish 





play bettered $9,000 in nine per- 
formances, 





Road’s’ 5th Trip To 
Wash. Good for $11,700 


Washington, Feb. 20. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ playing fifth local 
engagement, was peddled at $1.65 
top and still collected approximately 





2 SHOWS QUIT 
_ BWAY; 2DUEIN 


‘The Unconquered’ was yanked by 








$11,700 last week. It marked John 
Barton’s third time around locally as 
Jeeter, 

Current is Katharine Cornell in 
‘No Time for Comedy’ with Francis 
Lederer. Full week of Cornelia 


Otis Skinner solo dramas follow next 
week (26). . 





Future Plays 


Tree,’ 





‘The Nutmeg 








|Sharp’s dramatization of her novel, | 


will be produced by Brock Pember- | 
ton shortly after Easter. Gladys | 


George and her husband, Leonard | 
Penn, have leading roles. 

‘Death, Mr. President,’ also on the 
Pemberton schedule, has been post- 
poned till fall to avoid possible con- 
flict with the Playwrights’ ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois.’ 

‘M Is for the Million,’ comedy by 
Henry K. Mortiz, acquired by Albert 
J. Weisbrod for unveiling in late 
spring. Producer’s initial try. 

Untitled comedy by Vincent 
Sheean, with locale said to embrace 
the United States, will be Ethel 
Barrymore’s next vehicle. 

‘Spank the Bride,’ new musical by 
Harold Qrlob, who plans to produce 
it himself. 

‘Pardon Me for Living,’ comedy by 
Alex Yokel and Robert Marko, is an 
early spring possibility. 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ new John Van 
Druten comedy, has been bought by 
Dwight Deere Wiman. He’s unde- 


Margery | 


George Abbott from the Biltmore, 
N. Y., Saturday (17). Production is 
said to have cost $50,000, including 
losses when the drama got off to a 
bad break out-of-town originally. It 
was then recast and revised. Play 
drew an adverse press. Playec seven 
performances. 


‘Key Largo’ finales at the Barry- 
more this week and goes on a tour 
which will terminate on the Coast. 


Due next week: ‘Leave Her to 
Heaven,’ Longacre, and ‘The Weak 
Link,’ Golden. 


HAYES FINE $20,000 
IN BUSY DET. WEEK 


Detroit, Feb. 20. 


Helen Hayes and the rest of the 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ company 
crowded in a busy six days at the 
Cass last week. Added to the regu- 
lar Wednesday and Saturday mati- 
nees there was a special Thursday 
afternoon show for the Finnish Re- 
lief Fund, a sellout like most of the 
stand. The regular run, with a $3.30 
top for evenings and a $2.75 high for 
matinees, pulled approximately $20,- 
000, big. 

Constance Bennett came in yester- 
day (Monday) with ‘Easy Virtue’ for 
a six-day run at the Cass. Price 
scale on evenings for this one scaled 
en a to $2.75, with matinees 55c 
to $1.65, 














‘GABLER’ 1G IN LINCOLN 
Lincoln, Feb, 20. 





cided whether to produce it now or 
next season. 

‘Old Foolishness,’ Paul Vincent 
Carroll’s latest play, announced for 
next fall by Edward Choate, Arthur 
Shields and Robert Edmond Jones. 


Eva LeGallienne’s ‘Hedda Gabler’ 
| company at the Liberty drew an es- 
ltimated $1,008 in the 903-seat thea- 
{tre (16) for one performance. Scale 
ivaried from 50c to $2.20, and gross 
|represented a slight profit for the 
theatre, 
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Authors League’s Finances 


Authors League of America, which 
has been operating at a deficit for 
several years, will probably revise 
its financial setup considerably with- 
in the next few months in an effort 
to pay off its debt and carry on its 
affairs on a solvent basis. One of 
the major changes would be in the 
assessment on income from the sale 
of legit plays to Hollywood. How- 
ever, the finance committee, headed 
by George S. Kaufman, has made no 
final decision on that or other ques- 
tions. ; 

League, including the Dramatists 
Guild, Authors Guild and Radio Writ- 
ers Guild, but excluding the Screen 
Writers Guild which has almost 
complete autonomy and a separate 
treasury) is operating this year on 
a budget of $68,000. It has a total 
debt of about $40,000, but approxi- 
mately half of that is owed without 
interest to members or affiliate or- 
ganizations. 

At the time the present setup of 
membership dues and assessments 
was put into effect, the League's 
activities were much more restricted 
than in recent years. Also the de- 
pression hadn’t yet seriously cur- 
tailed the earnings of members. But 
the constantly expanding League 
services to its members, the forma- 
tion of the Radio Writers Guild and 
the separation of the Screen Writers 
Guild from the parent organization 
all complicated the financial problem. 

If the Dramatists Guild boosts the 
assessment on income from film sales 
and the Radio Writers Guild and 
Authors also increase membership 
payments to cover the League’s ex- 
panded activities, it’s figured the or- 
ganization can pay off its debts with- 
in the next couple of years. Of 
course if the League can find a spon- 
gor for the radio series it has been 
preparing for the last few months 
the organization would bounce out 
of the red in a few months. Sale of 
a new program this late in the sea- 
gon appears unlikely, however, so 
the finance committee is going ahead 
without figuring that in its plans. 





N. Y. Journal’s 250G Suit 


Publishers Service Co., Inc., filed 
suit Wednesday (14) in N. Y. federal 
court against the N. Y. Evening 
Journal, Inc., Music You Enjoy, Inc., 
and John Halderton, Jr., seeking 
$250,000 damages for the alleged in- 
fringement of its copyrighted idea 
for selling records to the public 
through the medium of newspaper 
advertising. 

The plaintiff claims to have origi- 
nated the idea of aiding a news- 
paper’s circulation by offering for 
gale classical records at nominal fees 
for the purchase of a number of 
newspapers. It is alleged that the 
N. Y. Post, Inc., used the idea, and 
spent $100,000 in advertising and sold 
over $500,000 worth of records and 
record changers, The Eve. Journal is 
accused of infringing the plaintiff’s 
copyrighted title “The World’s Great- 
est Music’ in ‘World’s Best Loved 
Great Music.’ 

Besides the $250,000 damages, an 
injunction against a continuation of 
the Journal's advertising the record 
idea is sought. 





Wanger Vs. N. Y. News Appeal 


The appellate division of N. Y. su- 
preme court has reserved decision 
On application of the N. Y. Daily 
News and Ed Sullivan to dismiss a 
$1,000,000 libel action by Walter 
Wanger and Wanger Productions. 
Inc. Supreme court justice Felix 
Venvenga had denied the application 
which had been made on grounds of 
failure to state a cause of action. 

Wanger claims that a Sullivan 
item, published in the News, re- 
flected on his skill as a producer. 





Pitt Daily Honors Cartoonist 


Post-Gazette, Pittsburgh’s only 
morning newspaper, last Saturday 
(17) put out a special edition honor- 
ing its ace cartoonist, Cy Hungerford, 
on 25 years of journalism in that 
city. It was in the form of a special 
tabloid insert, following local and 
national events since 1915 by means 
of the Hungerford sketches, repro- 
duced from the files, 

Hungerford, recognized as one of 
the outstanding political cartoonist 
in the country, is under long-term 
contract to Paul Block, publisher, 
and the P-G. His drawings are also 
used by Toledo Blade, another Block 
paper, and one of stipulations of 
recent sale of Block’s Newark (N. J.) 
Star-Eagle to publishers of Ledger 
there was that latter paper would 
sontinue to be serviced by daily 


Michel Mok Set 


Michel Mok, who resigned last | 
week as feature writer for the N. Y. 
Post, becomes general press agent 
for Billy Rose, beginning Monday, 
(26). He'll have the two current 
Rose activities, the Diamond Horse- 
shoe nitery, N. Y., and the forthcom- 
ing new edition of the Aquacade, at 
the World’: Fair. 

In addition, Mok will do dramatic 
criticisms for WMCA, New York, and 
will also contribute articles on the 
Broadway scene for the American 
Mercury. 





Mich, Daily Suspends 


Battle Creek (Mich.) Moon-Jour- 
nal has suspended publication. De- 
mise of the daily, published and 
edited by George. B. _ Dolliver, 
ascribed by him to ‘excessive’ taxes 
and big increase in production costs. 
Good will, subscription list and 
other properties of the Moon-Jour- 
nal have been acquired by the In- 
quirer and News, its rival in the 
Battle Creek evening paper field, 
with Dolliver also going over as 
editor. 





B’klyn Eagle Shakeup Seen 


Formal transfer of the Brooklyn 
(N.Y.) Daily Eagle from the: juris- 
diction of the Brooklyn federal court 
to its new owner, the F. D. S. Corp., 
is expected today (Wednesday) with 
many new changes slated for the 99- 
year-old sheet. Sold for $350,900 at 
a bankruptcy auction Jan. 15, the 


paper’s transfer has been delayed 
pending the filing of legal documents 


and settlement of financial arrange- 


ments between Publisher Frank D. 
Schroth, and his chief backer, Isaac 
W. Killiam, of the Mersey Paper Co. 
of Canada. 

Despite rumors that the paper will 
‘go New Deal,’ and of a huge shake- 
up in editorial staff, only changes to 
date are promotion of George Currie, 
editor of the Sunday supplement, 
Trend, to complete charge of Sunday 
paper and return from Chicago ad- 
vertising agency of John Dean to 
job as advertising manager. 

Editorial ‘blitzkrieg’ is expected to 
result in some staff discharges. Un- 
der job security clause of a Guild 
contract which expired Jan. 27, but 
which is continuing under a ‘status 
quo’ provision, Schroth has the right 
to discharge 20% of total staff. This 
percentage, however, includes circu- 
lation and business office staffs. Ne- 
gotiations for new Guild contract are 
slated to start as soon as formal 
transfer is made. Schroth, who has 
been publisher since August, 1938, 
and is president of the new firm, 
will continue as publisher. 


Literati Obits 


Walter Saunders Barnes, Jr., 79, 
vet Boston newspaperman and sports 
editor emeritus of the Boston Globe 
since 1933, died Feb. 13 at his home 
in Brookline, Mass. He began his 
newspaper career in 1889 on the Bos- 
ton Post, later going to the old Bos- 
ton Journal. He joined the Globe 
staff in 1911. 


Logan E. Mueller, 55, 4 copy editor 
of the Washington (D.C.) Times- 
Herald, died Feb. 18 in the national 
capital of a heart attack. He had 
previously served on the N. Y. Post 
in the same capacity, and had also 
been employed on the N.Y. Herald 
Tribune and World-Telegram, and 
the Philadelphia Ledger. 


Frank H. Colby, 72, former music 
crick of the Los Angeles Times, died 
Feb. 15 at his home in that city. An 
organist, composer and choir direc- 
tor, he was publisher of the Pacific 
Coast Musician at the time of his 
death. 

Isaac Hassler, writer, died Feb.‘ 16 
at his home in Philadelphia of a 
heart attack. Author of a number of 
books, he was engaged on a volume 
of verse at the time of his death. 

Herman C, Williams, former editor 
and publisher of the Roseville (O.) 
Review, and composing room fore- 
man at the Penton Publishing Co., 
Cleveland, died Feb. 10 while riding 
in an automobile. 

C. Locke Curtis, 79, city and asso- 
ciate editor of the Toledo (O.) Blade 
from 1883 to 1908, and later an ed- 
itorial writer for the Toledo Times 
fc. 12 years, died Feb. 15 in Toledo 
after an illness of six months: More 
recently he was in the life insurance 
business in Toledo, but retired a few 
years ago. 

Frederick E. Murphy, 67, pub- 
lisher of the Minneapolis Times Trib- 
une and a director of the Associated 
Press, died Feb, 14 in New York, 
where he had gone on a business 





Wungerford output. 





trip. 


JACK MANNING, DANCE 
~ DIRECTOR, DEAD AT 42, 





Jack Manning, former hoofer and 
dance director for Shubert musicals, 
lately a dance instructor, died Sun- 
day (18) in Washington while teach- 
ing at a meeting of the Dancing 
Masters of America. He was 42. 
Manning, as a dancer, appeared in 
the ‘Greenwich Village Follies’ and 
for the past five years had been in- 
structing dancing teachers. Prior to 
that time he conducted a dance stu- 
dio in New York. 

He is survived by his wife, Betty 
Hill, former actress, and two sisters, 
Agnes and Grace, known profession- 
ally as the Hall Sisters some years 
ago. Funeral services were held yes- 
terday (Tuesday) in Washington. 


13 STRAWHATS 
OKAY CO-OP 
PROGRAM 


Boston, Feb. 20. 
John U. Riley, Hub advertising and 
public relations counsel, has already 
signed up 13 silo stands in a deal 
which involves furnishing gratis to 
the theatres a weekly cover and 
jacket pages, supported by local and 
national advertising. Local theatres 
would insert their own programs 
each week and mail and otherwise 


distribute the program booklets to 
their prospective patrons. 

Program covers will be uniform in 
makeup, but individual houses will 
have their own advance publicity 
and blurbs in their respective book- 
lets. Fashion and theatre notes of 
general interest will be produced 
by Riley’s staff during the summer 
season, Riley aims to get at least 
25 spots lined up for the cooperative 
program plan to then present to na- 
tional ad agencies a_ specialized 
blanket coverage of the major straw- 
hats in New England, New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Mary- 
land. 

At the central office, located in 
Boston, ticket reservations will be 
taken by mail and phone at no pre- 
mium charge to theatre or customer 

Similar co-op movements have 
been mulled for at least 10 years. 
The plan is being promoted on a 
three-year basis, and among those 
who are already on the line are: 

Haubert theatre, Newfoundland, 
Pa.; Westboro playhouse, Westboro, 
Mass.; South Shore Players, Cohas- 
set, Mass.; Woodbound theatre, Bast 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire; Ridgeway 
theatre, White Plains, N. Y.; Berk- 
shire playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass.; 
Lake Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, 
Mass.; Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, 
Md.; Hopatcong playhouse, Hopat- 
cong, N. J.; Wharf theatre, Province- 
town, Mass.; Temple playhouse, 
Greenwich, Conn.; Barnstormers, 
Tamworth, N. H.; Lakeside theatre, 
Lake Placid Club, N. Y. 








Code Reversal 


Continued from page 41 








his 19 other agencies from the code 
setup if it insisted on the Newman 
penalties. 

Before the board pulled its flip- 
flop by holding the Newman fines in 
abeyance, some interesting data on 
tickets was revealed and believed to 
have whitewashed the agency in its 
connection with the Acme outfit, 
which refused to sign the -ode. James 
F. Reilly, secretary to the boa.d and 
League of New York Theatres, said 
t-at during a 15-day period, New- 
man’s sold 652 tickets for ‘Gonz With 
the Wind,’ roadshowing at the Astor. 
Acme during the same period sold 
only 12. 

‘Gone’ film does not come within 
the code, which is restricted to legit, 
but it proved the Newman agency’s 
activity. Shown that the brok-+ sold 
292 more ‘Gone’ tickets than regu- 
larly allotted by the theatre and it 
is believed that Acme dumped near- 
ly all of its allotment into Newman’s 
office, 

During last week's code enforce- 
ment session other brokers were 
asked questions, replies indicating 
that the agencies this year are at- 
tempting to adhere to the code 
rather than evade its regulations. 
Last year the reverse waz charged 





against the ticket men. 
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man, who announced plans, ex- 
plained that it was the initial move 
of the fair to bolster the Gay White 
Way (as the amusement zone will 
be called) so that it compares more 
favorably with exhibits and shows in 
the main exposition area. Fair of- 
ficials found admitted weaknesses in 
the midway last year and the exec- 
utives hope to remedy these for 1940. 
This is the first step in getting name 
attractions. The fair is readying a 
much more powerful lighting system, 
announced about two weeks ago, 
with actual tests made. Several 
villages also are projected. 


Fair Corp. Bankrolls 


‘American Jubilee’ is a_ fair- 
financed proposition, with the coin 
already alloted. There is a chance 
that an industrial firm may take it 
over or be invited to help carry the 
load later. Producing and designing 
will be in the hands of Albert John- 
son, who designed the new Gay 
White Way lighting system. Katha- 
rine Littlefield, director of the 
Philadelphia Ballet Co., will handle 
the dances, while costumes will be 
done by Lucinda Ballard, who did 
similar work for the Ballet Theatre. 
Nick Holde, vet Broadway manager, 
will manage the show. He handled 
the Crystal Lassies for Norman Bel 
Geddes last year. 

Gibson will be actively in charge 
of the exposition operatigns this year, 
carrying on as presently. He has 
made the straightening out of the 
main 1939 weakness—the midway— 
a personal matter. Gibson is already 
well liked by the press because he 
never has assumed a brass hat stance, 
taking reporters into his confidence 
rather than keeping them guessing, 
except in rare instances. 

Grover Whalen, president of the 
fair association, will be in charge of 
foreign, state and federal participa- 
tion this year. He still holds the title 
of president but his status as official 
speechmaker remains a bit nebulous. 
All that has been officially admitted 
is that ‘he will make some speeches 
and will have certain duties to per- 
form.’ Also there probably will be 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Feb. 19) 





‘Abe Lincoln in IHlinois’ (Raymond 
Massey )—Grand Opera House, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Burning Deck’—Hartman, Colum- 
bus (22-24). 
Cornelia 

Boston. 

‘Easy Virtue’ (Constance Bennett) 
—Cass, Detroit. 

‘Fifth Column’ (Franchot Tone)— 
Colonial, Boston. 


Otis Skinner—Wilbur, 


‘Folies Bergere’—Shubert, New 
Orleans (21-24). 
‘Hamlet’ (Maurice Evans)—Erlan- 


ger, Buffalo (19-21); Masonic Audi- 
torium, Rochester, N. Y. (22); Metro- 
politan, Providence (24). 

‘Meet the People’—Playhouse, Hol- 
lywood. 

‘Hot Mikado’ (Bill Robinson)—Me- 
morial Auditorium, Louisville (19- 
20); English, Indianapolis (21-24). 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hayes, Philip Merivale)—Hanna, 
Cleveland. 

‘Life With Father’ (Lilian Gish, 
Percy Waram)—Blackstone, Chicago. 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 
—Locust, Philadelphia. 

‘Mamba’s Daughters’ (Ethel Wa- 
ters)—Royal Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Harris, Chicago. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


ander Woollcott)—Biltmore, Los 
Angeles. 
‘Margin for  Error’—Plymouth, 
Boston, 


, ‘Hit and Run’—Mayan, Los Ange- 
es. 

‘No Time for Comedy’ (Katharine 
Cornell)—National, Washington. 

‘Passenger to Bali’ (Walter Hus- 
ton)—Shubert, Boston. 

Ruth Draper—Montgomery, San 
Jose, Cal. (19); High School, Carmel 
(20); Lobero, Sacramento (21-22); 
High School, Bakersfield (23); 
Shakespeare club, Pasadena (24), 

‘Scandals’ (Willie and Eugene 
Howard)—American, St. Louis. 

‘Streets of Paris’—Forrest, Phila- 
delphia. 

‘Thanks for My Wife’ (Alan Dine- 
hart, Glenda Farrell)—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. 

‘Three After Three’ (Simone 
Simon, Mary Brian, Mitzi Green)— 
Erlanger, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road’ 
Ford's, Baltimore. 


(John Barton)— 





‘Vanities’—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 


Fairs’ Actor-Jobs 


Continued from page 41 








fewer speeches, with the parade of 
official ceremonies held to a mini. 
mum in order to wipe out the for. 
mality stigma which did the exposi. 
tion no good last year. 





Frisco’s Cavalcade 
San Francisco, Feb. 20, 

Adolph Vollmann, producer of last 
year’s fair spectacle, ‘Cavalcade of 
the Golden West,’ this week gathereq 
his crew together and began work 
on the first show signed for the 1949 
Golden Gate International Exposj. 
tion. ‘America! Cavalcade of a Na. 
tion’ is the name of the 1940 produc. 
tion, financed by the California 
World’s Fair. About $150,000 will be 
spent before opening day May 25 to 
revamp the stage, heat the grand- 
stand, design new costumes, and buy 
and rent new properties. 

Beginning this week Vollmann’s 
staff includes Art Linkletter, author; 
Joe Brandon, general manager; Joe 
Johnson, designing 1,575 costumes; 
Ben J. Rogers and Gus Schneider, 
designing sets; Gilbert Kneiss doing 
research; Phil Whitting, arranging 
for cast of 250 to be hired in April; 
and Al Slonaker, publicity and pro- 
motion. 

The 1940 ‘Cavalcade’ will be en- 
tertainment of a patriotic nature, 
avoiding all taint of propaganda by 
climaxing the show at the turn of 
the century. It will be in 28 scenes 
and will run 70 minutes. Scenes will 
cover the American period from Co. 
lumbus to the ‘Gay Nineties’ of San 
Francisco. 

This year’s spectacle will be Voll. 
mann’s fourth Cavalcade. Last year 
the ‘Cavalcade of the Golden West? 
played to 1,437,609 people and gross. 
ed $737,025 for the season. The stage 
this year will be 400 feet long and 
200 feet deep. More than 200 head 
of horses and 150 head of cattle will 
be used, as well as mules, oxen and 
other livestock. The amphitheatre 
will seat 6,000 and there will be 
three shows daily; four weekends 
and holidays. 





Miami Out 


Continued from page 41 














Miami, where the principal evening 
diversions are dog races, jai alai and 
night clubs. The show venture is 
said to represent around $20,000 of 
red. Principals were sent from New 
York, chorus ensembles having been 
recruited locally. 





Chilled Out in Miami 
Miami, Feb. 20. 

Chilly blasts shrieking across the 
Orange bowl stadium last week 
caused Fortune Gallo to petition the 
city commission for permission to 
use the Bayfront Park amphitheatre 
for the remainder of run of ‘oper- 
ettas under the stars.’ Permission 
was granted for the period between 
Feb. 16 to March 2, inclusive, then 
the show’s management decided to 
fold. 

W. R. Lynch, manager of Para- 
mount Enterprises, opposed _ the 


move, declaring that the company 
in Bayfront Park would be ‘unfair 
competition to the amusement en- 
terprises that have thousands of 
dollars invested and maintain pay- 
rolls the year around.’ 




















America’s Distinctive Entertainer 


Now Playing 
HOLLYWOOD BEACH HOTEL 
Hollywood, Florida 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 
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Broadway 


ey Bush in Miami. 

Bob Preston back to Hollywood. 
Otis Skinner on a cruise to Chile. 
Bill Scully, U’s general sales mer., 
off for Florida. 
James Thurber recuperating 

eumonia. 
ty Richey in Cleveland for a 
jocal exhib conclave. 

Bill Pine went back to Hollywood 
direct from Ottawa. 

pill Lawrence, Par realty execu- 
tive, back from Miami. 
Leo Casey, Pp.a. for N. Y. World's 
Fair, to Miami for rest. 
e Manners back from South 
American tour to WMCA. 

Cliff Edwards in town from the 
Coast on a short vacation. j 
Earl Wingart back to 20th h.o. 
after a tussle with grippe. 

Harry Harris in Sydenham hos- 
ital for gallstone og gor Gl , 

oohey, ill at home for 

gery anne baneehed better. 
Alan Collins, Curtis Brown agency 
head, back from a Nassau vacation. 

Freddy Wittop, Paris theatre and 
costume designer, arrived in New 
York. 





ix Phil Reisman, RKO foreign chief, 


pack at his desk after a vacation in 
Florida. 

European ice revue at Madison 

yuare Garden Monday and Tues- 
day (26-27). 

Harry Fleishman, general manager 
for Gilbert Miller, out of hospital 
after long siege. 

rts reaching New York are 
that Miami is jammed with exhibit- 
ors from all over the country. 

Zeb Epstin, at home following an 
appendectomy, hopes to get back to 
the Strand by end of this week. 


Joe Philipson back at the Para- 
mount h.o. after a trip over the J. H. 
Cooper-Par territory in the midwest. 


Louis Nizer, film attorney, to toast- 
master the Paul Felix Warburg din- 
> * eal (25) night at the Astor 
ho 


Mildred Cunningham, secretary to 
theatrical attorney Emil K. Ellis, 
on a six-weeks South American 
cruise. 

Neil Agnew and J. J. Unger re- 
turned to the Paramount h.o. Friday 
(16) after a tour of eastern exchange 
points. 

Brock Pemberton, slow ° recover- 
ing from pneumonia, due to remain 
in Presbyterian hospital another two 


weeks, 

Charlie (20th-Fox) McCarthy has 
given up commuting to Jersey for 
the winter; anchored in town for the 
duration. 

Nate Blumberg, prez of Universal, 
expected back from Florida vacation 
this weekend, He'll leave shortly for 
the Coast. 

Bob Gillham leaves today (Wed.) 
for tte Florida keys to try for barra- 
cuda, returning to the Par h.o. in 
two weeks. 

Comedian Danny Kaye opines that 
the real winner of the Civil War 
wasn’t the North or the South; it’s 
Dave Selznick. 

Bill Fadiman, eastern story head 
for Metro, after a Coast story pow- 
wow, currently vacationing with his 
wife in Arizona. 

Reginald Denham, British play- 
wright, in New York to arrange for 
production of his ‘Ladies in Retire- 
ment,’ London hit. 

Sam Nathanson, prez of Coast Pic- 
tures Corp., western affiliate of Hoff- 
berg Productions, in town looking 
over foreign product. 

Toots Shor, ex-Tavern, opens his 
hew Sist street eatery, an elaborate 
double brownstone building layout, 
the end of this month. 
noeoree Walsh and the Netco 
booker-buyer, Harold F. Greenberg, 
m New York Monday (19) to discuss 
a ‘Pinocchio’ deal with RKO. 
Neue V. Riley feted at the Hotel 

ew Yorker last night (Tues.) upon 
hd. there to become v.p. of the 

Otel Roosevelt, New Orleans. 

Arthur Willi, RKO talent snooper, 
arrives in New York Friday (23) 
— Coast confabs with Harry Ed- 
eon after a few days’ stopover in 

icago. 

Mrs, Katharine Day, widow of 
ee, in Baltimore all last week 
ot rehearsals of second ‘Life with 
pan er company. She'll also accom- 
y the troupe to Chicago. 
Pe se Carl Clauseu, wife of the Par 
we get-cost control executive, en- 
a on the Long Island College hos- 

x Saturcay (17) for an operation 

Jor ne a protracted illness. 
head grermhard, Warner's theatre 
a gailbl reported out of danger from 
by adder operation complicated 
¥:,>-heumonia. Cannot have any 


Visitors for anot , : 
wever. her week or 10 days, 


n Parker’s sports column re- 
an ered in the N. Y. Mirror Thurs- 
rathe 5). He’s writing from bedside 
under noose ringside. Parker was 

cer Ospital treatmen for stomach 
last tng departed for Florida late 


aging. David E. Rose, wife of man- 
fi & director of London production 
travel mount, A. C. Brown, foreign 
ei Ing auditor for Par, and B. E. 
French of the N. Y. office of the 
tal Pavillion at the World’s Fair, 
at ast week for Europe. 

ing se nortman, legit p.a., complain- 
veral weeks ago that this was 


first midseason in years he was with- 
out a play to puff. Within next two 
weeks he got two, ‘Skylark’ and 
‘DuBarry,’ in addition to a picture, 
=n on Horseback’ at the Bel- 
mont, 





Paris 


By Joseph D. Ravotto 





Jack Forrester back from Megevg 
and off to Italy. 

Preparations underway for Cannes 
Film Festival for March. 

‘Maya’ reached 900th performance 
at Theatre Montparnasse. 

Shakespeare’s ‘Richard III 
holding boards at the Atelier. 

‘Soldats San Uniform’ (Soldiers 
Without Uniforms’), piloted by Mau- 
rice de Canonge, teeing off. 

Jean Cocteau to stage ‘Prima 
Donna’ at Theatre Michel with Jany 
Holt, Andre Brule and Claude 
Gerard. 

Fire destroyed the Eden Cinema, 
Niort, western France, with damages 
totaling 1,500,000 francs (about 
$35,000). 

After 11 months at the Portiques, 
‘Wuthering Heights’ (UA) trans- 
ferred to Boulevard theatre Le 
Helder. 

Fred Cauvin, pic cameraman, es- 
caped firing squad on charge of 
espionage, but was sentenced to 10 
years prison. 

‘C’etait...Histoir de Rire,’ current 
success at the Madeleine, had three- 
day shutdown when lead Fernand 
Gravet was bedded with grippe. 

Josephine Baker signed for French 
pic, ‘A Paris un Soir’ (‘One Night in 
Paris’), directed by Jacques de Ba- 
roncelli, with scenario. by Michel 
Duran. 

Irvin Marks cocktailed Bob Mont- 
gomery and Bob Goetz. Among pres- 
ent: Annie Vernay, Jacqueline Delu- 
bac, Marquis de Falaise (mobilized), 
Germaine Aussey and Arian Borg. 

‘Chantons Quand Meme’ preemed 
at Franco-British charity gala at the 
Salle Pleyel. Joan Warner and 
Charles Trenet also performed, and 
receipts going to mobilized cinema 
workers. 


now 





Miami Beach 


Mary Martin lecturing 
Miami Women’s Club. 

Tom Cassara, Continentale Club 
owner, down with the fiu. 

William Brandt, head of N. Y. the- 
atre chain, signing acts here for his 
circuit. 

Irene Bordoni wowed ’em in a 
one-night stand at the Brook Thurs- 
day (16). 

Joan Fontaine and husband, Brian 
Aherne, vacationing here prior to a 
Cuban trip. 

Pietro di Donato,  bricklaying 
author of ‘Christ in Concrete,’ shop- 
ping for a house in Miami. 

The Broadway columnists have 
joined the Broadway mob here, com- 
muting between here and Havana. 

Hene Damur, of ‘I Married an 
Angel,’ in to take lead in Miami 
Beach Players production of ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance.’ 

Edward Everett Horton due in this 
week for a stage appearance in 
‘Springtime for Henry, then to Ha- 
vana with company. 

If Andre Kostelanetz, Ben Bernie 
and Tony Martin continue their 
N. Y. to Miami flying, they’ll pay for 
a nice slice of the line. Martin's 
vacation is being financed by the 
Royal Palm Club. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





at the 





A. Selby Carr, Paramount office 
manager, confined to home by illness. 

Eddie Ruben and the wife leaving 
this week on South American cruise. 

Merle Potter, Times-Tribune film 
critic, to Hollywood on annual news 
trek. 


Ralph Cramblett, United Artists’ 


branch manager, in Chicago for sales 
conference. 

W. H. Workman, M-G branch man- 
ager, leaves this week for Puerto 
Rico vacation. 

Bilt Volk, independent circuit 
operator, joining his brother partner, 
Sydney, in Florida. 

Jack Heywood, vet New Richmond, 
Wis., circuit owner, suffered heart 
attack at Nicollet hotel here. 


Chicago 


Clive Rickabaugh and John Pratt 
have opened a theatrical costume 
shop. . 

Evelyn Brent and Harry Fox in 
Chi precluding some midwest vaude 
dates. e 

Tom Quigley, one of Chi’s oldtime 
music men, appointed district super- 
visor for Bureau of the Census. 

Ralph Kettering considering re- 
viving his old vaude skit on Lincoln 
in view of the current Lincoln boom. 

Agents and bookers tossing a send- 
off party for Balaban & Katz booker, 
Max Turner, who is going to Califor- 
nia for a three-week vacash. 

Harold Rodner, representing Will 
Rogers Memorial hospital in Saranac, 
visiting Chicago to clear up midwest 
situation on theatrical contacts and 











applications for the hospital. 


branch manager, vacationing in | 
Florida. | 
Gilbert Nathanson, Republic 


London 





Lew Jackson planning 
America in May. 

Charles Munyard has joired the 
Jack Hylton agency. 

Max Miller running a flock of taxi- 
cabs as sideline at Brighton. 

Michael Carr to France to sing his 
compositions to the troops. 

Jacques Charles lining up troupe 
' of English gals for tour in Italy. 
Val Parnell taking odds of two to 
|one the war will be over in June. 

_ Max Milder on a three weeks’ 
itinerary to Warners p-ovincial ex- 
changes. 

Butcher's Films’ ‘Pack Up Your 
Trouble’ held up due t_ Reginald 
Purdell having broken his ankle. 

Not generally known that hand’ 
that beats the gong of General Films 
product belongs to Bombardier Billy | 
Wells, ex-English boxing champ. 

Graham Moffat doing single in 20 
picture houses where his film, 
‘Where’s That Fire,’ is being shown. 

Archie Parnell has 1%% booking 
fee interest in ‘As You Are,’ which 
has been transferred fror- Aldwych 
to Whitehall. 

Not generally known that Patricia 
Hobson, sister of Valerie Hobson, is 
wed to Harry Beasley, the crack 
Irish jockey. 

Report here that the Thornton 
Freelands (June Clyde) t present 
in Hollywood, are expecting addition 
to the family. 

_Lew Jackson has acquired the film 
rights of ‘Love on the Dole,’ and is 
trying to get Wendy Hiller to star in 
her original role. 

Dick Crean, former Palladium or- 
chestra leader. is now wielding the 
stick for Jack Taylor’s revue, ‘Eve 
on Parade,’ at the Garrick. 

Lew Stone band out of the El 
Morocco, but Jack Harris stays on. 
Former is replaced by three femme 
strippers, with biz capacity. 

Landseer, formerly Ufa director in 
Germany, now operating photog- 
raphy studio in Leicester square 
solely for the movie profession. 

Harry Bradbury-Pratt is chasing 
former members of the Cosmo club, 
which he intends to reopen. Club 
was a famous night spot in the last 
war. 

Jack Waller and Joe Tunbridge 
have injected music into Russel] 
Medcraft’s old farce ‘C_adle Snatch- 
ers,’ which is slated for the West 
End next month. 

Maryan Rawicz (and Landauer), 
whose family was in Tarnow, Poland, 
when it was bombed during the Hit- 
ler invasion, has received news of 
his mother’s death. 

Talk of reviving ‘Chu Chin Chow,’ 
the biggest musical fantasy in the 
last war. Prince Littler may do it 
at the Coliseum following his panto- 
mime season there. 

Jimmy Woolf, youngest son of 
Charles M. Woolf, who recently re- 
turned from Universal “ity, is at- 
tached to Somlo Films as casting 
director and assistant producer. 

Harry Foster and Tom Arnold 
have a 50% interest between them 
in ‘Ladies in Retirement,’ currently 
at St. James's theatre, which Gilbert 
Miller will produce on Broadway. 

Arnold Pressburger’s son-in-law, 
H. Brasch, just released from French 
internment camp, and expected back 
i:. England in 10 days to take charge 
of his film company, Optimo Films. 
| Oliver Wakefield playing his first 
date for General Theatres Corp., and 
getting special onceover from George 
Black, who has him i» mind for the 
Vic Oliver part in the touring com- 
pany of ‘Black V2)vet.’ 

Edgar Wallace’s ‘Door with Seven 
Locks’ to be filmed by John Argyle 
for Rialto Films at Welwyn. Cast 
comprises Leslie Banks, Lilli Palmer, 
Gina Malo, David Horne and Mary 
Clare or Cathleen Nesbit. 

Douglas Ferber to inject dialog 
and William Mollison to. help pro- 
duce ‘Fig Leaves,’ oft-postponed re- 
vue which finally opens at the 
Alelphi shortly. Inga Andersen out 
of cast, with Renee Houston likely to 


trip to 














a 


atrical organization, will 
‘Down in Front’ March 7-8-9. 


St. Louis symph back from its sec- 
ond tour. Vladimir Horowitz, Rus- 
sian pianist, will personal with local 
symph Friday and Saturday (23-24). 

Fifty-five film theatres set aside 
two days last week to collect funds 
for the Finns. The move was in 
co-Op with the local Finnish Relief 
Fund. 

Marjorie Lawrence inked for one 
appearance by St. Louis Grand Op- 
era Assn. She will sing role of ‘Car- 
men’ April 25, this being first time 
she has warbled this role in the 
U. S. _Bidu Sayao, Brazilian, will 
play Gilda in ‘Rigoletto’ April 19. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


present 








Heat no setback to pic biz. 


‘Wizard of Oz’ (M-G) still socko 
all centers, 

‘Lion Has Wings’ (UA) will run to 
eight weeks in Sydney. 

Pic production readying swing 
ahead backed by governmental coin. 

Majority ace nabe centers playing 
a two-a-day pic policy as trade ex- 
pands. 

Deanna Durbin right back into 
heavy Australian b.o. success with 
‘First Love’ (U). 

Barbara Weekes, former Holly- 
woodite, visiting here and may be 
spotted in local pic. 

Graham Mitchell making another 
bid with local vaude-revue at Royal, 
Brisbane. Biz so-so. 

Williamson-Tait figuring on _ re- 
viving ‘Student Prince’ at His 
Majesty’s, Melbourne. 

Terrific heat is crippling trade in 
Adelaide, South Australia, but out- 
door men are reaping a harvest. 

Bob Lyon, former dance leader at 
Trocadero, Sydney, will lead the pit 
boys at Par’s Capitol, Melbourne. 

Trade is slipping badly in Brisbane 
nabes, and exhibs are hard pressed. 
Some takes have been as low as $10 
per night. 

‘Seven Little Australians,’ pro- 
duced and directed by Arthur Collins 
for O’Brien, flopped in Brisbane and 
Melbourne. 

Greater Union Theatres running 
weekly quiz night at Capitol, Sydney, 
with $100 in prizes. Teddy Lane, 
exploiteer, pushing idea. 

Aussie exhibs huddling with New 
Zealand exhibs in Wellington, N. Z., 
to exchange various angles on trade 
difficulties in both territories. 

British Empire will handle dis- 
tribution here and in New Zealand 
of ‘Hitler, Beast of Berlin.’ Deal was 
set in N. Y. by Captain Auten. 

Metro will bow out of Cremorne, 
Brisbane, with second-release pix as 
lease expires. Metro has own show- 
window in this spot for ace product. 

Government of New South Wales 
has declined to provide finance for 
the establishment of a National thea- 


Hollywood 


Louis B. Mayer laid up with cold, 
P Sol Lesser celebrated 50th birth- 
ay. 
aewrenee Grant back from Eng- 
and, 

James Roosevelt filed suit for di- 
vorce, 

Grace Hayes seriously ill at Santa 
Barbara. 

Jules Cowles around after month 
in hospital. 

Charles Russell out of danger after 
motor crash. 

Frederick James Smith in town for 
Liberty mag. 

Francis Langton-recuperating from 
; Major operation. 

Jock Lawrence to Palm Springs 
after hospital siege. 

Fred Datig returned to work after 
fighting off pronchitis. 

C. Aubrey Smith celebrated 48th 
anniversary as an actor. 

Barbara Read suing William Paul 
for divorce in Tia Juana. 

Joe Brown, Jr., changed his 
screen name to Jimmy Brown. 

Joe FE. Brown at Arrowhead 
Springs mending from auto accident. 

Herbert Yates and James Grainger 
' from Manhattan for studio hud- 

es. 

Gene Autry succeeded Glenda 
Farrell as mayor of North Holly- 
wood. 

Robert Z. Leonard celebrating his 
16th year and 34th picture with 
Metro. 

Edward Marin out of hospital after 
two weeks’ treatment for stomach 
ailment. 

Dr. Paul Koretz in from London 
to discus; story material with 
Darry] F. Zanuck. 

Col. Jason Joy back at 20th-Fox 
after a month in the hospital with a 
fractured shoulder. 

Phil Selznick, former Cleveland 
and Hollywood nitery operator, now 








a manufacturer of children’s dresses. 

Polan Banks in town to see what 
the film makers are doing to his 
novels, ‘January Heights’ and ‘Fifth 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Director Fred Burleigh will play 
, lead in Playhouse production of ‘Our 
| Town.’ 

Joe Hiller and Harry Feinstein 
shove off for Florida at the end of 
the week. 

Marie Wilson, of Clair Ray line at 
Nixon cafe, has joined Earl Carroll 
‘Vanities.’ 

Mrs. John Harris and junior have 
gone to Holiywood to winter with 
her family. 

Burton Holmes series down at the 
b.o. this season, but considerably 
over last year. 

Ex-Pitt cheerleader Jack Williams 
singing with Benny Burton’s band 





tre in this spot on pressure from 
arty circles. 


Commission responsible for 
exiting at a reasonable hour. 
merly, it was nothing 
naber to start at 7:30 p.m. and e 
midnight. 


For- 





at Bill Green’s. 


Charlie Gaynor’s revue, ‘Thank 


Nixing of triple bills by Films | Your Stars,’ held for fourth and last 
nabes | 


week at Playhouse. 


Jim Lindsay will operate the 


new for a/|Green Hills Playhouse, Reading, Pa., 
xit at | 


again this summer. 
The Harry Browarskys (he owns 
the 





ithe Bellevue theatre) expect 
/stork this summer. 

John Johns. playing Charles 
Laughton role in ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
, next ‘Y’ production. 
| Band-leader Piccolo Pete and his 
| vocalist, Flo Parker, have patched 

Lawrence Tibbett at Woolsey Hall! up their differences. 
last night (Tuesday) . Ann Corio broke single day’s rec- 

Roy Shipstad hospitaled during |ord at Casino, packing in $2,000 at 
‘Ice Follies’ stay here at Arena. burlesque spot on 12-hour grind. 

Harry Berman batoning another| Martin Fallon and Ruth Miller 
young people’s concert Saturday} named to direct Pitt’s annual Cap 
(24). and Gown show again this spring. 

George Serries working on Yale} Duquesne Gardens winds up ice 
freshmen dramat production of ‘Hay | show season last of month with 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 

















replace. 

John Flanagan, portrait painter, 
who once ventured into film produc- | 
| ing under the sponsorship of Gracie | 
Fields, has founded an arty club, | 
which he is calling Renaissance Club. 
It’s intended as rendezvous for Lon- | 
don’s intelligentsia. 

Paddy Crookshank, Engiish repre- 
|sentetive of Blackett, Sample & | 
Hummert till the outbreak of war, | 
and now a lieutenant in a Scottish | 
regiment, has wec Tiny Tomlin, | 
actress and daughter of Rear Ad- | 
miral Napier omlin. 

Local Canadian acts forming con- 
cert party * entertain the Canadian | 
|troops here. Heading outfit are Les | 
{Allen, Al. and Bob Harvey and | 
Gerry Fitzgerald. British Broadcast- 
jing Corp. has arranged fo~ the pro- 
| grams to be relayed to Canada. | 


| | 





| 





| 
H e | 
| St. Louis | 
| By Sam X. Hurst 
| Valentine ball sponsored by local | 
| chapter of International Association 
|of Showmen drew 500 persons. 
Julien Bryan packed opera house 
| of Municipal Auditorium with his | 
| pie-lecture ‘Siege,’ taken in Poland | 
| last September. 
| Minneapolis symph orch of 100} 
| members, sponsored by Civic Music | 
League, was near sellout in Munici- 
| pal Auditorium last week. 
Thespians of the Quadrangle Club, 
| the local Washington university the- 











} 
| 


<a 


| school senior, guested on Vox Pop 


Fever.’ Arthur Wirtz’s All-European revue. 
Freda Svirsky heading —— | 

on musicians’ concert and all . 

March 8. | Memphis 
Sam Wasserman bringing in| 





re ‘ts for Masonic Home| 
eaeae Feb. 24-25. Homer Hisey has taken over War- 
Five-year-old Patty Ann Cooke is, ner exchange management. 
New Haven’s first contribution to| Allan Jones grounded overnight 
television, via NBC. on concert jump to Indianapolis. 
Doris Dudley opened her tour in| Little Theatre doing S. N. Behr- 
‘Margin for Error’ here Friday (16),;mans Rain from Heaven’ next week. 


She’s been replaced in ‘My Dear| Helen Jepson concert for Beetho- 
Children’ on Broadway by Elaine|ven Club Friday night (16) drew 
Bai rie. okay. 


| Wife of Harry Martin, )oca) 
VARIETY mugg, in hospital for serious 
‘repairs. Doing nicely. 

Connie Bennett’s ‘Easy Virtue’ 
,booked for muny auditorium one 
| day, cancelled the next. 

M. A. Lightman back from Florida 
meeting of Paramount partners to 
press Finnish relief drive. 

Helen Carroll of Merry Macs and 

| Hubby Carl “er ntl gad visit 

- + |with her papa, Lyman Fulk. 
Southwest high)" yonn Oldham, one of Civie Thea- 
|tre’s founders, snagged top job as 
new dean at State Teachers College. 

Cliff Davis, friend of show busi- 


Kansas City 


By John W. Quinn 


—_-—-—— | 


‘Ice Vanities of 1940’ pencilled for 
two days on the Pla Mor rink March 
1-2. Vera Hruba, Czech skating star, 
featured. 

Virginia McGill, 





via KMBC last Thursday (15) plug- 
ging for Paramount's ‘Seventeen.’ 
Donald Novis stopping in town a| Javi : : 
few days before trekking to the | ness, winning special election to 
Coast to organize a unit with Judy| Congress. Moves up from commis- 
Starr for dates in western circuit| sioner of fire and police, 
houses, Charles Molyneux Brown in from 
Jack Winningham leaving his post, Hollywood to get family. Settling 
as assistant manager at the Uptown|down out there now he’s clicked as 
to join the TWA. Frank Ritter, Up-| writer with three successive ‘Blondie’ 
town’s manager, confined to bed last! scripts for Columbia. 
week with flu. Paramount flying cameraman Or- 
Philharmonic Orchestra gave Jando Lippert in from Chicago for 





its | 


‘second annual Hi-Jinks and Ball) special ‘Golden Gloves’ reel of 
benefit in the Music Hall last Sat-| Postmaster General Farley at Dixie 
urday (17) under sponsorship of! fight finals in connection with stu- 


Chamber of Commerce. | dio’s skedded film of same name. 
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46 VARIETY 
stamens 
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be considerably more than # second 
a feature but figured that a « 5 ex 
attendance will bring satisfactory B [ t W k 
House Reviews came l ee 
Continued from page 39 Miss Spencer has tried the stage- Continued from page 40 
naa film combo fare before, presenting a : 
APOLLO, N. Y dresses to the Youth Congress, in| tabloid version of ‘The Pursuit of | 7¢!by Cook®# 8. [5 oom Mkne SYRACUSE 
» IN. I. which F. D. R. raps Soviet Russia,| Happiness’ in small Jersey communi- | Monnie Drake Beth Calvin Andy's Ina Sti 


sisting of four rhythm, four reeds 
and a half-dozen brasses, has a flock 
of nifty arrangements. They're in 
the lusty idiom of most Negro bands 
and bear the usual meaningless titles, 
such as ‘No. 19,’ but carry an under- 
current of listenable melody that 
marks them. Hines himself at the 
piano and as m.c, is a strong asset. 
Introductions of the acts are smoo 
and polished. eee 

Singing with the crew are Kathryn 
ferer’ a Billy Eckstein (latter 
strictly chromo despite the moniker). 
Miss Perry is mild as both warbler 
and looker, with her crooning style 
on ‘I Cried for You’ much superior 
to shouting on a couple of others. 
Eckstein’s a newcomer with a bari- 
tone that easily slides down to bass, 
a factor of which he could make bet- 
ter use. He’s okay vocally, although 
stiff in stage presence. Walter Fuller 
steps down from his trumpet spot for 
a boogie-woogie vocal of ‘After All 
I've Been to You,’ fairly effective. 
He and Alvin Berrell, drummer, are 
given principal solo instrumental 
work, aside from Hines. 

Ofay turn is present in Jimmy Rae, 
acro terper. He's sock on flying 
somersaults with all sorts of twists 
and tough falls, although he’d do 
well to tune down the rsonality 
approach somewhat. Viola Herbert 
is given plenty of workout with a 
couple songs in the opening produc- 
tion number, a bit of shagging with 
comic Apus Brooks and a specialty 
contortion sequence of her own, Lat- 
ter, in plenty scant scanties, clicks 
well. 

David, Goliath and Whittye are two 
males and a femme in a comedy 
turn. Open with a song-and -dance 
bit by two, following with the en- 
trance of the second guy in clerical 
garb. Latter’s strong in his ‘Sister 
Walk With Me,’ as he attempts to 
make the gal trod the path. It’s fol- 
lowed by a rhythmic wedding cere- 
mony, with the femme’s panties slip- 
ping down to her ankles from under 
her dress for a questionable but sure- 
fire laugh-grabbing blowoff. 

Rodney Sturgis is a little man with 
a voice, but too dramatic for 125th 
street. Does ‘Brother Can You 
Spare a Dime,’ in tramp costume, 
and a reefer sequence, both awfully 
slow. His ‘Confucius Says’ is the 
keynote for the final bows by the 
whole company. Sturgis is in Chi- 
nese costume for it and each mem- 
ber of the group has a special ‘Con- 
fucius Says’ lyric. It’s good, but 
more care in enunciation of the 
words by the various warblers is 
needed on a thing like this. 


Opening production turn is a bar- 
becue fry to ‘Between 18th and 19th 
on Chestnut Street’ and the middle 
one is done with. phosphorescent 
handkerchiefs and brassieres in blu- 
ish light. 

Skit by the house comics, Brooks 
and Sandy Burns, with George Wilt- 
shire straighting, is a ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ takeoff that would be funnier 
if condensed a bit. Herb. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





The newsreels seem to be getting 
into full stride in their coverage of 
the Soviet-Finnish war. There's lots 
of it in the current week’s newsclip 
parade, but the combined reelage 
from the Fox, Paramount and Uni- 
versa cameras brings little that hasn’t 
already been seen in the daily news- 
print. Nevertheless the general im- 
pact is a powerful one. Fox offers 
a pictorial report of Helsinki afire 
from a bomb attack and Russian 

risoners taken in Arctic encounters, 

niversal shows the Finnish troops 
skiing into action, while Paramount 
accounts for the outstanding human 
interest angle, Finnish school chil- 
dren and their teachers fleeing into 
the woods from a threatened air 
raid. 

The clips from Finland serve 
merely as the prelude to the week’s 
collection of war alarums and sword 
rattlings. Universal comes from 
behind the French lines with vivid 
picture story of a Nazi plane’s de- 
struction by ground gunnery and the 
capture of the two fliers who had 
bailed out. Fox gives an interesting 
account of mine-laying by a British 
ship, while Metro demonstrates how 
mines washed ashore in Britain are 
taken apart by experts. A sugges- 
tion of things to come in the Near 
East is imparted by Fox’s shot of 
Egyptian troops at maneuvers. Metro 
reminds the spectator that Sweden 
likewise is preparing for eventuali- 
ties by a subtle device, clips of the 
Swedish navy at heavy gunnery 
practice, and Fox’s Australian man 
discloses how the local boys started 

off on that watery trek to the Near 
East. Even the United States gets 
into the Martian canvas via some 
snatches ef the army’s more mobile 
class of tanks rehearsing for the mas- 
sive war game that is to be held 
three months hence (Pathe). 

The Washington front is monopo- 
lized by the Roosevelts. First it’s 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt’s ad- 


and his wife expresses her sympathy 
for Finland (Par), and then comes 
Mrs. Roosevelt’s thought-provoking 
testimony before a Congressional 
committee on the backward handling 
of the aged and infirm. The impend- 
ing national political pother is rep- 
resented by two strips. In one 
(Univ) Lincoln Birthday celebrations 


th | furnish the sounding-boards for at- 


tacks on the administration by Sen- 
ator Vandenberg and Mrs. Taft, 
while the other (Par) gives a non- 
speech version of Thomas E. Dewey's 
tour of the northwest. The audi- 
ence reaction to the senator’s vigor- 
ous tub-thumping style, at the runoff 
caught, was decidedly mixed. The 


guffaws easily outbalanced the 
plaudits. Mrs. Taft fared about the 
same. What made it especially 


tough for her was the available com- 
parison with Mrs. Roosevelt. 


Of particularly local interest is 
Paramount’s version of the gathering 
of opposition camps in Albany anent 
the hearing of the new state tax bills. 
The havoc caused by the tornado 
around Albany, Ga., leads the do- 
mestic disaster department, and the 
source is Universal. There’s the usual 
batch of clips showing the southland 
at play, and, for contrast, skiers tak- 
ing their highjumps and tumbles. 
What refugee clips there are from 


the various companies’ libraries 
prove above average in eee * 
ec. 





EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 16. 


Ruth & Billy Ambrose, Roy Davis, 
Ray & Trent, Eddy Duchin’s Orch 
with June Robbins, Lou Sherwood, 
Johnny McAfee & Stanley Worth; 
‘He Married His Wife’ (20th). 








House has even excused its perma- 
nent line this week to turn layout 
over entirely to Eddy Duchin and his 
entourage. Maestro does satisfactory 
emcee job throughout, tricking up 
the introductions, mugging with the 
acts and still leaving no doubt but 
that the emphasis is and should be 
on the band. 


Unit opens without announcement, 
just using theme, and going into 
‘Scatterbrain,’ Duchin at the key- 
board. He comes down front to call 
June Robbins out of the wings, and 
she, in slick grey satin gown, tickles 
’em with ‘Stop, It’s Wonderful’ and 
‘Old Man Mose.’ Gal is attractive 
blonde and gets in enough gestures 
and incidental hoofing to go over 
solidly. Ruth and Billy Ambrose, in 
blue-and-red chiffon and tails, fol- 
low with smooth mixture of softshoe 
tap and musical comedy ballroom for 
strong hand. Finish sock with ‘how 
we think high school kids dance,’ 
gal tying scarf around head as they 
go into fast burlesque shag with nut 
poses on the breaks. 


Duchin »resents baritone Stanley 
Worth, who does ‘All the Things You 
Are’ for oke reception. Roy Davis 
takes it next, trundling phonograph 
out of wings for perfect ‘silent sing- 
ing’ pantomime to Jerry Colonna’s 
‘Sonny Boy,’ the Andrews Sisters’ 
‘Beer Barrel Polka’ and Rudv Val- 
lee’s ‘Old Sow Song.’ He gives each 
recorder a nice plug and his easy 
manner helps him smash for three 
bows. Trumpeter Lou Sherwood 
follows with his own silly lyrics to 
‘Rancho Grande’ and hot tooting. 
Clever arrangement of ‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band,’ featuring trumpet 
and Duchin’s piano, makes snappy 
interim until ext specialty, Ray and 
Trent. Pair, in brown tuxes, get 
laugh with brief tap while feet are 
tied together with rubber rope and 
by tearing each other’s clothes. 
Then they go into rhythmic comedy 
hand-to-hand routine, smartly done 
and surefire, 


Miss Robbins returns to do ‘Oh, 
Johnny’ with band’s Johnny Mc- 
Afee, pair repeating in wigs as old 
couple singing it ‘25 years from now,’ 
with their two ‘children,’ also bands- 
men, making it a hilarious quartet 
production bit. Duchin takes finale, 
getting storm of applause by simply 
walking over to piano and sitting 
down. He gives ’em ‘My Prayer,’ 
asks for requests, and, at show 
caught, rambled through ‘18th Cen- 
tury Drawing Room’ and ‘Stardust’ 
before finishing with walloping full 
band arrangement of ‘Stormy 
Weather.’ Entire show is done 
against single set of blue sky and 
white columns behind bandstand. 

Biz oke. Craig. 


NBC's Legiters 


Continued from page 1 

















proximately one hour but stated that 
virtually the full play will be pre- 
sented, including all scene changes. 
Explained that the script has been 
‘telescoped’ with superfluous word- 
age deleted. Showing is frankly ex- 
perimental, principal idea being to 
offer a change of pace from dual 
pictures. Cost of the stage show will 











ties last seaso.., a feature picture fur- 
nishing the other half of the show. 
She is also interested in radio serials 
and through that interested NBC. 
Sam Ross of the NBC Artists Bu- 
reau arranged the Stamford date on 
the theory that it is far enough away 
from New York to command a draw 
for the stage show. 


Should the Stamford experiment 
prove promising, it is proposed to 
transplant Miss Spencer’s company 
to Pittsburgh and work out of 
KDKA, NBC’s outlet there. Radio 
programs would be made part of the 
schedule and the play plugged dur- 


-ing such broadcasts. 


Equity players are being used but, 
as the performance is somewhat con- 
densed, the show does not come 
under the usual legit restrictions. 
‘Kiss’ is scheduled for three per- 
formances daily at picture theatre 
but another showing may be made 
Washington’s Birthday (22). Some 
players of the original ‘Kiss’ com- 
panies are in Miss Spencer’s outfit. 


Combination show at the Palace, 
Stamford, is scaled 35-55c, children 
20c day or night. 

‘The Lone Wolf Strikes’ (Col) is 
the feature picture, bill also in- 
cluding a ‘Three Stooges’ short, news- 
reel and cartoon. The Palace is an 
independent house. 





Circuses 
i______ Continued from page 1__| 








crossing frontiers for international 
bookings. Passport and visa trou- 
bles have kept most of the shows in 
their own country.” He mentioned 
the Cirque d’Hiver and the Cirque 
Medrano in Paris and the Cirque 
Royal in Brussels among the canvas 
and sawdust outfits doing top biz. 
Even the German circuses are run- 
ning, North said. French circuses 
are doing their war bit with free 
matinees for soldiers on leave and 
their families. 


Costumes for the new Ringling 
spectacle, ‘Marco Polo,’ opening at 
Madison Square Garden April 5, are 
being made in Paris by Max Weldy, 
French designer. 


While abroad North lined up 15 
new acts for his show, including 
trapeze artists, horses and wild ani- 
mal acts, jugglers and _ dressage 
riders, Maximiliano Truzzi, Italian 
juggler, is among the headliners, 





Radio Wire 


Continued from page 33 














listener a lifetime and the incentive 
to flip the dial. Artie Shaw once 
devoted an entire half hour broad- 
cast to one number. 


Overplugging Pet Tunes 


Too, there are the numbers written 
by bandleaders or members, or the 
tunes which batoneers may have a 
piece of. They’re tossed at listeners 
as often as the band can get on the 
air. Most notable offenders cur- 
rently are Tommy Tucker, currently 
at Murray’s, Tuckahoe, N. Y., who 
knocks out his ‘Man Who Comes 
Around’ every airing; Dick Jurgens, 
in Chicago, who mikes his ‘Careless’ 
pickup after pickup and Woody Her- 


invariably gives his ‘Blues on Pa- 
rade’ a boost. Tunes they use, as a 
rule, are okay but aired again and 
again a listener knows what to ex- 
pect before dialing. 


Objection most often noted is poor 
balance, purely the fault of leaders 
because networks carrying their stuff 
will, as a rule, give a balance test 
if it’s asked for. If not it’s simple 
and inexpensive to have. a platter of 
a broadcast taken off the air. Of 
course such a fault is not always the 
band’s. There are some rooms sup- 
plied with wires which can’t show a 
crew to best advantage no matter 
what is done because of ‘dead’ or 
echoing bandstands, or the size of 
the room. Famous Door, New York, 
is one cigar box sized spot from 
which no band ever sounded true. 


Just Now for Radio 


Too, some bands no matter what 
is done sound so-so on the air, es- 
pecially crews with rhythm sections 
predominant. Woody Herman, Count 
Basie, and many other outfits are in 
that category. But for the number 
of bands for which little can be done 
ts get proper pickup, there are a 
flock tha: can be straightened out. 





Quite often bands are content to go 


man, also in the Windy City, who | 


Amos Jacobs 
Don Pablo Orc 


Huck’s Redford Inn 
Don Miller, Organist 
Londoniers 

Club Royale 
Johnny Howard 
Tanner Sisters 
Southern Sis 


D Julian & Marjorie 
Chet Everhardt 
Preston Lambert 
Rovalettes 

Danny Demetry Orc 


Saks 
Dick Ware 
Flo Ash 


Fayne & Foster 
Dawn & Elaine 
Max Leib Ore 


Carrousel 
Ed McDonald Ore 
Benny Fields 
Mary Burton 
Warren & Bodee 
Charles Fredericks 
Danny Yates 


Club Bali 
Jack Melvin Orc 
Narucy Kao Orc 
Don David Orc 
Toni Lane 
Temple & Jaron 
Del Breese 
Princess Aloma 
Ruth Hazen 
Joey Cappo 
Club Belmont 
Wingie Mannone O 
Ann Pennington 
Margie Greene 
Ann Page 
Lane, Allen & EB 
Club Continentale 
Alex Batkin Orc 
Joe E Lewis 
Frazee Sis 
Velma Raye 
Club Ha-Ha 

Don Charles Orc 
Pat Clayton 
Johnny Mangum 
Tex Hendrix 
Bobby LaMarr 
Billy Herrero 
Lynn & Johnson 
Nicki Galiucci 
Paul Russell 
Norman Lewis 
Teddy Coppy 
Blackie Dennie 
George Kelly 

Dempsey’s 
Vaughn Monroe Or 
Vincent Bragale Or 
Joan Abbott 
Virginia Martin 
Bob Robinson 
Billy Gray . . 
Jerry Bergen 

Esquire 
Jean Wald Orc 
Five O'Clock Club 
Walter Feldkamp O 
Sonia Zaranoft 
Raye & Kyte 

Kit Kat 
Hal Lane Ore 
Pete Clifford 
Phil & Phillis 


Jimmie’s 

Bob Eastman Ore 
Rovell & Jeannette 
White Twins 
Michael Peyton 
Siems & Kaye 
Garland & Marla 

La Paloma Club 
Frank Talley Bd 





Earl Beaudrie 
Del Gray Gis (3) 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Koom) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lynn Lucas 


Verne’s 

Eddy Curry 
Margie Rush 
Raye Burke 
Nitwits 
Kenneth Milton 
Harding Twins 
Capt Spiller 
Geo Alfano Orc 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Charles Auld Trio 
Bill Regula 
Roger Hoffman 


MIAMI 


Evelyn Clark 
Marge Ward 
Pat Doyle 
Peggy Garrow 
Millie Ambrose 
Don Lucas 
Rachel Clark 


Miami Biltmore 


Max Bergere Orc 
Elvira Rios 
Castaine & Barrie 
John Uppmann 
Mother Kelly's 
Tay Voye Bd 
Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Benrett Green 
Jack Reynolds 


Paddock Club 
Leon Prima Orc 
Frances Faye 
Lenny Kent 
Lewis Sis 
Rogers & Morris 


Pleasure Isle Club 
Teddy Howard Orc 
Jerry Reo 

Vickey Joyce 
Vivian Raye 
Violet Clemons 


Roadside Rest 
Tony Lopez Orc 
Leon Fields 
Tudell & Jean 
Mitzi O'Neil 
Bernie Stuart 

Roney Plaza 

(Palm Gardens) 
Michael Zarin Orc 
Alberto Orc 
Georges & Jaina 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Terry LaFranconi 
Barry Devine 
Royal Palm Club 
Abe Lyman Orc 
De Marcos 
Tony Martin 
Terry Lawlor 
Wiere Bros 
Michael Loring 
Walter Tong 
Rose Blaine 


Sunny Isles Club 
Harold Hauser Orc 
Eddie Garr 
tobinson Twins 


The Drum 
Herbert Marsh Orc 
Sheila Barrett 
Beauvel & Tova 
Jack Thurston 
Roy Parks 

Versailles 
Judd Range Orc 
Sammy Walsh 
Caryl Gould 





Elaine & Barry 


Mack Martin Romany 3 
PITTSBURGH 
Anchorage Al DiLernia 


Hughie Morton Orc 
Maynard Deane 
Nita Norman 


Arlington Lodge 
Dale Somers Ore 


Balconades 
Rart Rodgers Orc 
Dottie Alee 

Bill Green’s 
Howard Baum Ore 
Jean Boaz 
Buzz Aston 
3 Baumshells 


Club Belmont 
Eddie Schaeffer Or 
Marty Miller 
Jean Martin 
Edith Morgan 
Jack Lecke 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Orc 
Betty Hayden 
Claire Roberts 
Tiny Harris 
ilo Parker 
Eddie Morris 
Bernie Lambert 


Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Harlem Casino 
Le Roy Brown Orc 
Honey Boy 
Detroit Red 
Lois Deppe 
4 Hots 
Lillian Young 
Moore & Moore 
4 Ropesters 
Billy Cutland 
Little Bits Turne 


Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Idlers 
Hotel Schenley 
Charlie Kiug Ore 
Peggy Neenan 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Lang Thompson Or 
(Continental Bar) 
Rilly Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 


New Penn 
H Fritsche Ore 
Kashido Okada 
J & B Raye 
Dorothy Drake 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Helaine & Don'dsun 
Charlie Carrer 
Hywd Blondes (6) 
Gray & Harlow 
Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 
Ted Blake 
Harry Nosokoft 
Pat McGowan 
Joe Klein 
Alice Prooks Ore 


Old Shay Gardens 

Etzi Covato Orc 

Nita Raymond 

Betty Nylander 

Dance Darlings 

Bill Douglas 

Dean Sayre 

Dick Smith 
Orchard 

Jimmy Gamble Ore 

Jay Loring 

Chuck Miller 


Pines 
Ray Englert Ore 
Plaza Cafe 
Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Dewey Moon 
Monya Alba 
Nadine 
Jean Fole 
Francis & Day 
Smart Set Girls 
Riviera 
Billy Miller Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Shirley Heller 
Doc Marcus 
Burns & White 
Jackie Heller 
Kddie Metcalfe 
Tip-Top Gls (6) 
Sky-Vue 
Marty Gregor Ore 
Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Webster Hall 





Michele Bertoia 





along with one mike when two would 
correct a bad balance. 
Another angle which too many 


leaders fail to take advantage of and 
tLereby pep up their programs, is 
huddling with the announcer as- 





signed to handle their broadcast. 


Betty West 
Diane Wilson 
Ginger Mann 
Norma Stanley 
Gerry Freelang 


Irving Jacobs 
Ken Greene Ore 
Sromn & Brock 
Abel Barbuto 


Joan Latouer po neg 
se un 

‘a pean Jack Terry 
urley Brooks Prison I 
Len Fries Mal Noble Ore’ 
Texas Darlings (4)/ iq Jardo 
Sherman Bros & T | Raeburn Twin 
Greenwich Village lata 
Ross, Lopez, Ross 3 Co-Eds 

Lee Tucker Danny Boone 
Kay Costello Elsie Todd 





Mary Lopez 


Dale Harlan 
Anton Cotton Orc 


N. Meservey Ore 





Comedians 


Continued fiom page 3 








line, is due into rehearsal March 15, 
that attraction being a Lee Shubert. 
Harry Kaufman revue, Joe Cook 
has been readying a revue for some 
time and it will not be a one-comic 
show. Status of ‘Louisiana Pur. 


Berlin score for the first time in 
years, is not definite but it is a spring 
possibility. Buddy De Sylva will 
produce, with Moore and Gaxton the 
comics. 

‘Hold On To Your Hats’ is to be 
a book musical with Sid Silvers 
carded as the principal funster. Show 
was to bring back Alex Aarons to 
the production field, teamed with 
Georgie Hale, but Vinton Freedley 
may wind up doing it. 

Aarons has until April 15 to ar- 
range financing and production of 
‘Hats’, originally spoken of for Jack 
Haley, Silvers, et al. Book is by Guy 
Bolton, Matt Brooks and Eddie 
Davis, with songs by E. Y. Harburg 
and Burton Lane. Haley having 
since shifted over into the Wiman 
musical, ‘Higher and Higher’ (Gladys 
Harlbut libretto, score by Rodgers 
and Hart), it may be that Eddie Al- 
bert will assume the Haley part. 
Tony Martin is also mentioned for 
it. A femme lead must yet be se- 
lected. 


W. C. Fields, joining the galaxy of 
comedian-repatriates, was expected 
back on the stage this winter, but 
postponed such an appearance be- 
cause of a studio chore (‘My Little 
Chickadee’ with Mae West). George 
S. Kaufman and Moss Hart are 
slated to write the Fields musical, 
tune writer not determined. Still 
another musical being lined up from 
the Coast will have Charles LeMaire 
as its producer. 


Currently the stellar laugh-getters 
are Bert Lahr (with Ethel Mer- 
man) in ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ and 
Olsen and Johnson who are apt to 
be playing ‘Hellzapoppin’ well into 
another summer. 

Spring .and summer musicals are 
usually a variable quantity but at 
least two more such attractions are 
listed. One is ‘Pick Me Up,’ a revue 
slated by Harry Delmar, with Bert 
Wheeler the tentative comic lead, the 
other being ‘Meet the People,’ a 
revue without names which has been 
faring well in Los Angeles. The 
coming musicals are not especially 
aimed for the Fair, but the name 
strength is figured to lure the visi- 
tors to a greater extent than last 
summer’s musical lineup. 

Wynn was distracted by divorce 
trouble and Federal income tax 
claims. He recently paid off the 


at more than $500,000. That is the 
largest sum yet collected from an 
actor. Last year the Federal nick 
in connection with previous years 
was around $220,000. He declined 
any number of stage and radio of- 
fers until the tax problem was finally 
disposed off. Likely the comic will 
return to the air when he returns 
to the stage. 





Politicians 


Continued from page 1 





sort of entertainment to dress UP 
their stumping. 





Would-Be Gov.’s Records 
Lincoln, Feb. 20. 
Taking his cue from radiv and 
motion picture shows, Terry Carpen 
ter, candidate for governorship 0 
Nebraska, is now starr 1g in a radio 
show to be tagged ‘Terry Czrpente! 
Goes to Lincoln.’ oo 
Series is recorded and ee 
dramatized episodes from the “" 
of Carpenter, and presented in sty 
of ‘March of Time’ program. i 
Hughes of KFAB is producing — 
series, with KFAB time set 11 the 


Ha 





spring for the politic» commercials: 
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government, the total tax being met 
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OBIT U 


WILTON A. a, 

; A. Barrett, 54, vet execu- 
wT oreiary of the National Board 
view of Motion Pictures, died 
Feb. 18 in New York following a 
heart attack. A fall in his N. Y. 
apartment last Jan. 4 is believed to 
pave been a contributory cause of 


pis death. 
Barrett 
of Review 





tive § 
of Re 


joined the National Board 
shortly after og Rg coal 
‘on in 1909. He formed the com- 
tee ‘which subsequently ; began 
reviewing 98% of all U. S. pictures, 
and later started the monthly mag- 
azine, official organ of the Board, 
‘which reviewed all important films. 
Barrett was made executive secre- 
tary in 1923. | 
Always insisting that the Board | 
was not a censorship body, Barrett | 
claimed the vital work of the or- 
ganization was to enable theatre- 
goers to choose pictures intelli- | 
gently. 
During the World War, Barrett di- 
ected the Board’s activities in con- | 
Tnection with the Committee on Pub- | 
‘jic Information, the Commission on 
Training Camp Activities and the 
Public Health Service. He assisted 
in organizing a junior picture re- | 





J. J. McCarthy 











return to work on Friday morning 
for the new show at the Stanley, 
passing away just a few hours be- 
fore he was to have checked out of 
the hospital. 

He leaves his widow and three 


ARTES 


FORUM 


Brooklyn Feb. 15. He had done a/| 
rube act for more than 30 years. 

Funeral services in Brooklyn. A 
sister, with whom he had lived, sur- 
vives. 





MRS. RAFAEL PAJARES 
Mrs. Rafael Pajares, 75, former 





children. 





CAPT. CINCINNATUS B. BLAKE 


opera singer and pioneer in radio 
broadcasting in San Antonio, died 
ithere Feb. 15. 

She sang leading roles in the Na- 
tional Mexican Opera Co. for sev- 
eral years and toured that country 
in ‘concert. 





| Straight all right, but—. 


WHAT TH 


EY THINK 





Explaining a ‘Letdown’ 
New York. 





Editor, VarRiery: 


_ We got an awful black eye in your | 
Issue Of Feb. 14, under Literati, 
‘What a Letdown!’ 


Your reporter 


the facts 
We were 
not at fault. Here is what happened, | 
exactly as it happened. 


got 


ing her of the death of her aunt, but 
it was returned marked ‘deceased.’ 

Since that time her uncle has died 
iniestate, and under the laws of the 
state of Maryland, Miss Kreuzer is 
entitled to one-third of the two 
estates now pending in Baltimore, 
which one-third will amount to 
$2,000 or better. 

There will be a meeting in the 
court on March 14 to determine who 





ville Feb. 15 after an illness of over 


|Savoy theatre and was also active 


| Montreal. 


Capt. Cincinnatus B. Blake, 67, vet RICHARD PAUL CRUCIGER 


Entirely without our knowledge,| are entitled to shares of the estates 





Louisville showman, died in Louis- Richard Paul Cruciger, 29, former 


manager of the Ohio theatre, Canton, 
O., died Feb. 14 in a Portsmouth, 
O., hospital after an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. He was manager for 
the past two years of the Columbia 
theatre, Portsmouth. 

Mother survives. 


RUDY WIEDOEFT 
Rudy Wiedoeft, 46, pioneer saxo- 
phone player, who wrote many com- 
MICHAEL WILKES positions for that instrument, died of 
Michael Harris (Mike) Wilkes, 55,'a heart attack in Flushing hospital, 


two years, 

Blake, who had been in _ poor 
health since the death of his wife 
about three years ago, had been 
owner and operator of the local 


up until four years ago as promoter 
of wrestling shows staged weekly at! 
his theatre. 








Canadian exploitation rep for United | Queens, N. Y., Feb. 18. 


Artists since 1932, died suddenly Feb.! ‘Further details in the music sec- 
14 on a train between Toronto and _ tion. 
A vet theatrical advance | 
man, he handled virtually every im- | 
portant roadshow in Canada from) jac, Manning, 42, dancer and 
‘Birth of a Nation’ until his death. —§ gance director, died suddenly in 
Survived by one son. Funeral washington, Feb. 18, while teaching 


held Friday (16) in Buffalo, where | f the D : Mast f 
his body was sent after being ————— eee 


| America. 
Details in the legit section. 





JACK MANNING 





EDWARD W. HELLWIG 
Edward W. Hellwig, 48, head of 
ithe Hellwig-Miller agency, who had 
much to do with the inireduction of 


| after we had (as you phrased it)’ and distribution will be made to 
| deluged the press with a flood of such parties as the court may find 
| bublicity, Lothrop Stoddard’s liter- | are the nearest living relatives of 
,ary agent radio-telephoned Stoddard! the decezsed. 

|on the S. S. Washington, instructing) Miss Kreuzer or her heirs not 
him to say nothing when he got to appearing in court, or if she is dead 
New York. , and died without heirs, it will elim- 

Upon an admittedly mistaken pre-| inate her from the distribution of 
mise, the agent hoped to have Dr,| the estates. This, of course, I do not 
Stoddard withold all material for|W@nt to happen if Miss Kreuzer is 
ma‘azine and other uses. The avent @!ive or left descendents. 
| believed interviews on arrival might Charles H. Doorn. 
hurt these sales. He has since ad- (Attorney ) 
mitted that he was mistaken. that 
shipnews interviews could only have 
helped such sales, that he was in 
error in phoning our author any 
such instructions without first letting; In the Feb. 14 issue of Vaniery the 
us know. | last sentence covering the Cslumbia 

You will understand, therefore, |@?™"inss statement gives the 1939 
that we were even more astonished | Sivicend distribution as $1.70 per 
than the shipnews people when Dr. | Share. : The correct fisure in this 
Stoddard had nothing to say, and connection is $1.50. Would you be 
when he blamed his silence on ‘pub-| good enough to run aé eorrection 
lishers’ instructions.’ /next week”? 

Dr. Stoddard was the first non- | 
official person to be granted an audi- | 
ence by Hitler since the start of the | 
war. Dr. Stoddard was presented | 
with a photograph of himself and} 


CRS’ $1.50 Per Share 


New York. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


Frank K. White. 
Treasurer, CBS. 








Those Studio Audiences 


Chicago. 
Editor, VARIETY: 


| 
| 


, : nen | 
moved from the train at seanEeTOe, | JOHN GINSBERG 


| John Ginsberg, 46, 
j;ager, died Feb. 18 in a Paterson, 
'N. J., hospital, following a heart at- 
j tack. He had managed the Majestic, 
| Paterson, for 16 years. 

| Widow and two children survive. 

BESSIE TREMAINE 
Bessie Tremaine, 62, known for 30 


| Ont. 





Cc. E. CAMERON 

C. E. Cameron, 83, president of the 
Iowa state fair board for 25 years, 
died at his home in Alta, Ia., Feb. 
12. He served from 1895 to 1930 and 
was widely known as a raiser of 
thoroughbred horses. 

He raced trotting horses in Iowa 


of the American Trotting Associa- 

tion for 15 years until he was made 

an honorary v. p. last year. 
FLORENCE HENRY 

Florence Henry (Jolley), 68, for 
30 years in operettas and musical 
comedy, died Feb. 13 in Palm 
Springs, Cal. Her case baffled physi- 
cians, since she lay in a coma for 
40 days from a brain clot. 

She is survived by a daughter Mrs. 
Charles Irwin (Kitty Henry), 
two sons, one of whom is 
Henry, with George White’s ‘Scan- 
dals.’ Burial in Riverside, Cal. 





HARRY TATE 
Harry Tate, 67, one of England's 
best known comedians, died Feb. 14 
in London as the result of being hit 


by a shell splinter in one of the, 
early Germain air raids off the Scot- 
tish coast. 


Further details in the vaude sec- 
tion. 
MARK A. MATTHEWS 
Dr. Mark A. Matthews, one of the 
first ministers to obtain a broadcast- 


ing license and for 38 years pastor | 
church, | 


of the First Presbyterian 
which owns KTW, Seattle, died Feb. 
14 after a brief illness. KTW is non- 
commercial. 

Funeral service was broadcast by 
KOL, as well as KTW, the station 
which Dr. Matthews started. 

FRANK HAMAKE 
Frank Hamake, 44, for years 
| trouper with Hawaiian units, singer 


| and entertainer, died Feb. 11 in an} 


| Akron, O., hospital after three weeks’ 
, illness from pneumonia. 


and | 
Frank | 


viewing group in 1932 and was the | 
)be | guthor of ‘Songs of the Journey,’ ay 
in book of poetry. He had frequently 
Ow 
3 to 
vith 
ley 
ar- 
. of 
jack 
Guy 
idie 
nr contributed poetry and articles to 
magazines. 
_ Survived by widow, Frances W. 
dys Cahoone Barrett, and a daughter, 
bers | Mrs, Rivard Smith. 
Al- euciee 
art, HUGH E. WRIGHT 
for | Hugh E. Wright, 60, British actor, 
Se- | playwright and lyricist, whose career 
in the theatre embraced more than 
y Of | 27 years, died in Windsor, England, | 
ted | Feb. 13. 
but Born in Cannes, France, he made 
be- } his first appearance on the stage in 
ttle | ‘The Romantic Knights’ at the Vic- 
rge gS toria Hall, Portsmouth, England, in 
are | ‘1902. Three years later he entered 
ical, | vaudeville on a bill at the Holborn | 
still | Empire, London. Subsequently he 
rom | was also seen in pictures, musicals, 
aire | and wrote lyrics for several produc- 
tions, including ‘Keep Smiling’ and 
ters | ‘Cheerio.’ 
fer: Among the many roles he had in 
and | more than a score of plays were 
+ to ‘Badger’ Lee in ‘The Amazing Dr. 
into | Clitterhouse,’ the bishop in ‘The 
Bishop Misbehaves’ (both London), | 
are Claude in ‘The Left Bank’ and Mul- 
at | Jet in ‘I Killed the Count.’ He wrote 
are the libretto and lyrics of ‘All French’ 
vue | 89d had parts in the films ‘Royal 
bert Eagle,’ “You Made Me Love You’ and 
the The Radio Parade of 1935.’ 
im. ‘LIZZIE EVANS 
The Lizzie Evans, 83, retired actress, 
ally who was a prominent theatrical fig- 
me | Ure 50 years ago, died at the Mc- | 
isi- | Mahon Nursing Home, Bronx, N. Y.. 
ast | Feb. 16. 
| Born in Mount Vernon, O., she 
made her debut in ‘Fanchon the 
a Cricket,” produced in Boston in 1879. 
es Three years later she appeared with 
a Milton Nobles’ stock company, hav- 
vs Ing roles in ‘Love and Law’ and ‘The 
Phoenix.’ She toured in the road 
ro Version of ‘Fogg’s Ferry,’ the orig- 
oe inal of which was done in New 
oe York with Minnie Maddern Fiske. 
“" oruneral services held yesterday | 
ily Tuesday) in N.Y. under the auspices | 
“ of the Actors’ Fund 
vill . 
anal KAREN PETERSON 
Karen Peterson, American actress | 
Who went to London a number of 
years ago as a member of a Broad- | 
Way troupe, and later married Mark 
strer, Managing director of Gau- 
mont British Picture Corp., died of 
up _. in Lancashire, England, 
Pig had been starring in the road | 
pe of Clare Boothe’s ‘The Women.’ 
, ich she undertook in the West 
oa last summer after an absence of 
-~ rn years from the stage, at the time 
of her Was stricken with flu 13 days 
fi efore her death. 
io 
ter 
, Mj MIKE SASSANO 
ins — Sassano, 38, pianist in Max 
ser ns house orchestra at the Stan- 








ast week at the West Penn hos- 


the = in that city. Sessano went 
he | death only a few days before his 
ils. a sto Friday (16) for observation of 





y theatre, Pittsburgh, died sudden- | 


] 
yle, ly 
{ad ) . 


He was a member of the ‘Rapa 
| Island Hawaiian Follies’ when strick- 
|en while the troupe was en route to 
| Florida. His widow, Evelyn, also a 
performer with the same unit, sur- 


| vives. Services and burial in Akron. 





| EDWARD D. CASTERLiNE 
| Edward D. Casterline, 66, once a 


| vaudeville and circus performer, and | 


|} drum major of the Carnegie Sieel 
|Co. band at Sharon, Pa., 20 year’s ago, 


| died Feb. 12 of a heart attack at his | 


| rooming house in Sharon. 


| Three sons, one of whom, Edward, | 


‘is a vaude performer, and a daughter 
survive. 





FRANK WALTERS 
Frank Walters, 56, vet vaude per- 


former and member of the act of the | 


Three Rubes (Bowers, Walters and 


several major names in radio, died 
in New York Feb. 19. 


| Further details in radio section. 





theatre man-| 


{ 


| 


| 


| space’), 


| 





the fuehrer taken at this audience. 


Dr. Stoddard did so gain the con-' 


fidence of top Nazi leaders that he 
|saw the Greater Reich, inside out, 
}as had perhaps no other foreigner 
in the last several years. 


As a brand-new house with defi- | 
nite ideas about the sensible con-| 
duct of publicity (we repeat, not! 
many authors are ‘worth a lot of| 


we hate to take the rap, | 
first thing, for somebody else’s mis- | 


| 


take with which we had nothing | 
whatever to do. 


Perhaps this 


revelation of the} 


‘and the midwest and was president | Y€4"s in vaudeville as ‘The Musical | actual facts would be justified as a' 


| Tremaine,’ died Feb. 11 in Los An- | follow-up _ in accordance with 
geles. Surviving is her son, How- | Ysrrery’s usual fair-play practice. | 
ard. ‘What a letdown!’ is right—but 


| EDWARD ULLMAN 
Edward Ullman, 70, pioneer cam- 


He started with Biograph 


he worked until 1926. 


| 


| —_———_— 


| Julius Hagen, former British film 
salesman, died in London Jan. 31. 
Originally in the cigar business with 


' 


| eveman, died Feb. 8 in Hollywood. | 
in 1914 
; and later moved to Universal, where 


| 


his father, he entered the film in- | 
/and which I hope you'll understand | 
|my mentioning to you. It’s that ‘critic! 


and for 10 
with several 
Two years ago 


dustry as a salesman 
‘years was connected 
British corporations. 
he went bankrupt. 


Harold W. Smith, 40, auditor with 
the Greater Exposition Shows, last 
, week ended his life with poison in 
the room of his estranged wife in the 
LaSalle hotel, St. Louis. 
| nee 
| Daniel U. Hoffman, 48, circus pub- 
| licity agent, died Feb. 12 in Roches- 
|} ter, Minn., following in operation. 
| Burial in Logansport, Ind. 


| 





Fay Wolcott, 36, circus clown, died 
Feb. 15 of a heart attack after a per- 
formance in Sacramento, Cal. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Walling. 
; twins, son and daughter, in Holly- 
+wood, Feb. 12. Father is still pho- 
tographer for Walter Wanger. 


Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Conniff, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Feb. 12. 
Father is talent agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Blumberg, | 


/son, in Hollywood, Feb. 15. Mother } 


|is daughter of Mike Rosenberg, head 
of Principal Theatres; father-is in 
;company’s booking department. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Bill Coyle, daughter, | 


\in Washington, D. C., Feb. 10. Father 


‘is the Evening Star’s radio reporter 


on WMAL, Washington. 


Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Shaw, son, 


jin Cincinnati, Feb. 10. Father is an- | 


/nouncer on WLW, Cincy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Shomette, son, in 
'San Antonio, Feb. 16. Father is an- 
nouncer and actor on KTSA, San 


Antonio. 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Moreau, son, in| 
Portland. Me., Feb. 17. Father is 


| district manager for M. & P. thea- 
tres, Portland. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Comtois, son, 
York. Feb. 19. Father 


jin New iS 


mach disorder, and planned to'Crooker), died of a heart attack in} radio director of the Federal Agency. i was sent 


| to 


please note that somebody else, be- 


I’ve been quite interested lately in 
| the sponsorship by Chesterfield Ciga- 
| rettes of the cheering section which 
!has come to my attention via radio. 


| Starting at 10 p.m., E.S.T., and al- 


most continuous for approximately 
15 minutes thereafter on the even- 
ines of Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday, the program seems to be 
an attemot to prove that even though 
(or is it in spite of) people may 
smoke with outstanding regularity, 
thev are still in comvlete control of 
their vocal chords. At times, though 
it may well be a deceptive eardrum, 
I believe I catch a few faint strains 
of music, but, logically sneeking, it 
must be an undetermined type. 

This interest of which I spezk is 
directed toward the sponsor and his 


=o aaa was properly let! method of selling his product. In 
: a Short, gentlemen, what the heck is 
(For Duell, Sloan & Pearce Inc ) | the character trying to co? Proof 
’ , ‘“|that the airing is backed by this 








Alistair Cooke—American! 


New York. 

Editor, VARIETY: 
There's a parenthesis in that page | 
38 box. of today (14) which always 
creeps into reviews of my program 


from England’ tag which hurts. It’s} 
been many years since I resolved to 
settle in the U. S. and my Washing- | 
ton status pleases me better, being | 
a file with full face and criminal | 
profile noting the arrival in April | 
°37 of Immigrant 540. Radio Listen- | 
ers in England during the years ’34 
*37 got so tired of hearing me 
protest the crudity and inaccuracy 


j 
| 


,of English writing and reporting on) 


American affairs, the cry went up 
why the hell don’t you live there? 

Clasping a copy of Thomas Paine! 
in one hand and a boitle of listerine 
in the other, I was washed on these 
shores April 24, 1937. My _ inten- 
tions were filed immediately and on | 
the anniversary date of this year| 
I shall be pleased to wait on you| 
with my seconds, introducing my- 


. 1 
self simply 


as 
Alistair Cooke. 

AMERICAN. 

P. S—No kidding, Manhattan is so 
full of embarrassed and condescend- 

ing refugees, who propose to flee this | 

country the first boat after peace is | 


| uel, in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 4. 


| aforementioned tobacco stick became 


apparent when someone had the 
foresight to jam pillows, rags, cot- 
ton, tape, and other forms of gagging 
material in front of and behind the 
bridgework of the studio ‘audience,’ 
thereby enabling the announcer to 
sniel a few credits during those pre- 
rinus seconds. 

They talk about the subsidizing 
going on among colleges for football 
nlayers. Haw!—the man who con- 
trols those crowd effects covld wind 
alarm clocks in any school of his 
own choosing. His ability to draw 
cheers from the stands would cinch 
the top score for Vassar against the 
Green Bay Packers. 

How-dee Meyers. 


MARRIAGES 


Janet Martin to Larry Lansburgh, 
in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 11. Bride is 
head of Walt Disney’s publicity de- 
partment; he’s an assistant director 
on the same lot. 

Edna May Jones to Jack Emman- 
Bride is 
stage and screen player; he’s a screen 





| writer. 

Susanne Harris to Edward H. Fow- 
ler, in Las Vegas, Nev., Feb. 14. 
Bride is an actress; he’s divorced 


husband of Gladys George, actress. 
Mary Jane Leech to Sterling 





declared, that I hate to get mixed | Tracy, in Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 11. Bride 
up with those who declare them-j|is in Warners publicity department; 
selves as passionate patriots (any , he’s KNX, Los Angeles, production 
time after the armistice), contact. 

Winifred Gayle to Dick Bailey, in 
| Pasadena, Cal., Feb. 11. He’s KNX, 
iLos Angeles, soundman. 
| Ed ‘Midge’ Gregory, guitarist- 
arranger (Joe Reichman’s orchestra), 
to Vivian Gardner, non-professional, 

| of Chicago, in Kansas City, Mo., re- 
left Maryland| cently. 
She| Maxine Pettit to Calif King, in 
| Yuma, Ariz., Feb. 17. Br:de is screen 
player; groom is still photog for 
Warner Bros. 

Dorothy Page to Frederick Leusch- 
ner in Las Vegas, Nev. She is a fore 
mer radio singer; he’s NBC attorney 
in Hollywood. 


Seeking Anna Kreuzer 


Baltimore. 
Editor, VARIETY: | 
| We are seeking information re- 
_ garding a Miss Anna Kreuzer or her 
heirs. 

Miss Kreuzer 
around 1905 to go on the stage. 
,appeared thereon during the years 
1905-1926 under the names of Alice | 
'Gray or Grey and Alice Wardell. 

Miss Kreuzer was last heard from 
in December, 1934, at which time 
she was known as Mrs. Joseph 
Byrnes and her address at that time 

far as known to this office was Pauline Garon, former film actress, 
46 W. 100th street. N. Y. City. She to John Alban, film. and radio 
telegram in 1935 notify- ‘player, Feb. 18, in Yuma, Ariz. 
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